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DOOUME 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEW, 


MAY  18,  1835. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  which  was  read,  and  directed  to  he  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New- York,  May  18,  1835. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

It  becomes  my  duty,  under  the  provisions  of  the  City 
Charter,  to  communicate  to  you  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  City,  and  to  recommend  such  measures  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  improvement  of  its  government  and  finances,  as 
may  seem  to  be  called  for  by  a  due  regard  to  the  public  wel¬ 
fare. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  portion  of  my  public  duties,  I  cannot 
allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without  an  expression  of  my  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgments  to  the  citizens  of  New-York,  for  the  re¬ 
newed  evidence  which  they  have  recently  given  me  of  their 
partiality  and  confidence. 
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In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Common  Council,  un¬ 
der  date  of  the  30th  of  June  last,  I  recommended  to  their  con¬ 
sideration  certain  changes  in  some  of  the  departments  of  the 
City  Government.  Several  of  the  suggestions  have  been 
adopted,  andfSfl^i  the  improvements  in  progress,  the  most  be¬ 
neficial  results^may  be  anticipated. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Comptroller  will  exhibit  to  you  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  finances  of  the  City.  The  funded 
debt  remaining  unredeemed  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  was 
$418,500 — and  the  amount  due  for  temporary  loans  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  annual  revenue  from  taxes,  deducting  the  sum  in 
the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  was  $326,534  62,  making  the  total  amount  of  the  city 
debt  $745,034  62.  This  statement  exhibits  a  reduction  from 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year  of  $91,309  91. 

A  very  considerable  addition  to  the  amonnt  of  the  monied 
transactions  of  the  Treasury,  is  apparent  from  the  Comptroller  s 
report.  This  has  arisen,  not  from  any  material  increase  in 
the  expenses  of  the  City  Government,  but  from  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  business  of  this  department.  The  total  amount  of 
warrants  on  the  Treasury,  for  all  the  purposes  of  government,, 
the  support  of  the  poor,  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt, 
&c.  was  $1,915,638  41. 

With  the  increase  consequent  upon  the  prosecution  of  the 
water  project,  it  may  be  expected  the  disbursements  during 
the  present  year,  will  not  be  much  less  than  three  millions  of 
dollars.  In  presenting  this  important  fact  to  your  notice,  I  feel 
assured  that  you  will  realise  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  supervi¬ 
sion  of  interests  embracing  expenditures  of  such  magnitude. 

That  portion  of  the  city  debt  which  is  funded,  bears  an  in¬ 
terest  of  five  per  cent,  and  is  not  redeemable  until  the  year  1850. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  now  at  their 
disposal  about  $130,000,  and  are  desirous  of  appropriating 
that  sum  to  the  purchase  of  the  City  Stock.  They  have  of¬ 
fered  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  par  value,  without  as 
yet  having  been  enabled  to  effect  a  purchase.  This  rate  of 
premium  on  a  stock  redeemable  in  1850,  is  equivalent  to  an 
advance  of  $16  66  on  a  stock  irredeemable  before  1860. 
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Proposals  have  been  issued  by  the  Comptroller,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Corporation,  for  a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
being  a  part  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  water.  The  “  Water  Stock”  will  bear  an  in¬ 
terest  of  5  per  cent,  and  will  be  redeemable  in  1860.  From 
the  present  estimated  value  of  the  other  city  securities,  it  may 
be  expected  that  this  loan  will  be  effected  on  terms  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  public  interests. 

The  real  estate  held  by  the  Corporation  as  the  property  of 
£he  City  is  fast  increasing  in  value,  and  if  not  now,  the  time  is 
not  distant,  when  it  may  be  safely  estimated  at  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  A  considerable  proportion,  not  applied  for  public 
purposes,  is  increasingly  productive,  and  its  revenues  will  ra¬ 
pidly  diminish  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  Treasury.  The 
public  finances  are  skilfully  managed  and  in  a  prosperous  con¬ 
dition.  It  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  therefore,  that  our 
fiscal  negociations  will  be  met  by  capitalists  with  full  confidence 
in  the  resources  and  security  of  the  city  government. 

The  public  improvements  which  have  been  commenced 
during  the  past  year,  are  generally  of  a  character  to  produce 
permanent  advantages  both  of  safety  and  convenience  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  question  of  procuring  an  ample  supply  of 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  for  domestic  and  other  purposes^ 
has  been  submitted  directly  to  the  people,  and  their  decision 
in  favor  of  the  measure,  has  been  made  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law.  The  duty  of  consummating  a  work  that  promises 
additional  security  to  the  public  health,  and  which  must  mate¬ 
rially  advance  the  comforts  of  the  community,  now  devolves 
upon  the  proper  authorities. 

It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  general 
health  of  the  citizens,  which  during  the  past  summer  was  in¬ 
terrupted  during  a  brief  season,  has  become  restored  to  its 
usual  standard.  With  the  customary  attention  on  the  part  of 
public  officers,  to  enforce  the  sanitary  regulations,  and  to  pre¬ 
serve  cleanliness  in  streets  and  dwellings,  we  may  confidently 
hope  for  a  continuance  of  this  blessing. 


Our  public  schools,  as  a  branch  of  the  State  system  of  pub- 
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lie  instruction,  are  managed  by  Trustees,  qualified  in  every 
respect  for  the  safe  and  efficient  administration  of  the  important 
duties  entrusted  to  them.  This  institution  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  that  can  occupy  our  attention,  and  it  cannot  but  be 
a  source  of  sincere  gratification,  to  all  who  regard  the  welfare  of 
the  rising  generation,  that  the  means  of  mental  cultivation  are 
provided  for  every  child  that  shall  be  presented  for  instruction. 
Believing  that  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  the  safety  and  permanence  of  our  republican  institu¬ 
tions,  depend  essentially  on  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation,  I  trust  that  our  system  of  general  instruction  will,  at  all 
times,  receive  your  fostering  care. 

A  proposition  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
freely  discussed,  in  relation  to  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the 
City  to  the  stock  of  the  New- York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Com¬ 
pany.  The  measure  referred  to  not  having  received  the  con¬ 
stitutional  sanction,  has  not  been  presented  to  me  for  my  official 
opinion.  The  subject,  however,  is  one  in  which  a  deep  interest 
is  felt  by  our  citizens  generally,  and  a  reference  to  it,  therefore, 
may  not  be  inappropriate  at  the  present  time. 

I  attribute  much  of  the  prosperity  that  has  of  late  years  at¬ 
tended  the  business  operations  of  our  citizens,  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  those  great  works  of  internal  improvement, 
which  have  given  to  the  State  ofNew-York  so  enviable  a  cha¬ 
racter  for  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  Whatever  measures 
tend  to  open  new  channels  of  communication,  to  facilitate  social 
and  commercial  intercourse,  between  the  seaboard  and  the  in¬ 
terior,  must  inevitably  confer  valuable  and  lasting  benefits  on 
the  Atlantic  cities.  Nature  has  given  to  the  City  ofNew-York 
surpassing  advantages  of  location  and  climate.  The  course  of 
trade,  if  properly  and  discreetly  encouraged,  must  spread  its 
vast  riches  among  her  citizens.  In  looking  to  future  events, 
connected  with  our  commercial  and  domestic  prospects,  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  our  sister  cities  of  other 
States  are  entering  into  the  competition  with  a  zeal  and  enter¬ 
prise  which  renders  them  formidable,  but  not  unworthy  rivals. 

Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  by  the  completion  of  their  va- 
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rious  works  of  internal  communication,  are  already  attracting 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  valuable  trade  of  the  west ;  and  it 
may  well  become  us  to  consider  what  steps  are  necessary  to 
secure  our  position,  upon  an  equality  with  those  enterprising 
cities. 

The  proposed  route  of  the  Erie  Rail  Road  passesthrough  an 
interesting  section  of  country,  abounding  in  natural  resources, 
rich  in  the  elements  of  future  prosperity.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  sequestered  region  will  derive  great  advantages  from  the 
construction  of  the  contemplated  road,  and  it  is  apparent  that 
the  interest  of  our  own  citizens  will  be  materially  promoted 
thereby.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  give  my  official  sanction 
to  measures  which  promise  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  this 
great  work,  if  I  were  satisfied  that  they  were  warranted  by 
the  legal  and  constitutional  powers  conferred  on  the  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Serious  doubts,  however,  are  entertained  both  as  to  the 
authority  of  the  Corporation  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  company,  and  to  the  expediency  of  the  exercise  of  such 
power,  if  possessed,  in  the  instance  under  notice.  The  ques¬ 
tions  embraced  in  this  topic  are  of  grave  importance,  as  well 
in  reference  to  the  contemplated  work,  as  to  the  principles  in¬ 
volved,  and  deserve  the  deliberate  investigation  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Among  the  last  acts  of  the  late  Common  Council,  was  the 
passage  of  an  ordinance  granting  the  application  for  a  South 
Ferry,  upon  fair  and  equitable  terms.  The  question  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  privileges  under  the  City  Charter,  in 
relation  to  establishing  and  regulating  ferries,  has  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  elaborate  discussion  during  the  recent  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  much  feeling  has,  in  consequence,  been  ex¬ 
cited  among  our  own  citizens  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  counties.  Questions  which  involve  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  Corporation,  must  be  deemed  of  sufficient  import¬ 
ance  at  all  times  to  demand  our  serious  attention.  By  the 
terms  of  the  original  charter,  the  power  is  expressly  granted  to 
the  City,  of  establishing  and  regulating  ferries  around  this 
island.  There  was  no  reservation  in  the  grant,  and  the  power 
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of  the  Corporation  in  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative,  is  only 
go  far  restricted  that  its  exercise  must  be  for  the  “  good  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  City.”  I  am  free  to  admit,  that  the  city  authorities 
are  bound  to  exercise  their  privileges  with  a  liberal  and  accom¬ 
modating  spirit,  and  with  the  view  to  afford  all  necessary  and 
reasonable  facilities  to  the  inhabitants  of  Long  Island  and  else¬ 
where,  in  their  communications  with  the  city.  With  this  dis¬ 
tinct  understanding  of  the  duty  of  the  Corporation,  I  feel  bound 
to  assert  my  belief  that  it  has  not,  in  any  instance,  abused  its 
trust ;  but  that  its  power  over  the  subject  in  question  has  been 
exercised  discreetly,  and  for  the  public  good. 

The  rights  claimed  by  the  Corporation,  are  derived  from 
the  grants  of  the  British  Crown,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constituitution,  and  have  been  subsequently  confirmed,  recog¬ 
nized  and  sanctioned  under  our  State  Government.  These 
grants  were  positive  and  unconditional,  and  no  power  is  vested 
in  the  legislative  authorities  to  restrict,  modify  or  annul  them. 

While  I  claim  for  the  Corporation  this  controul  over  the 
ferry  franchise,  I  would  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Common 
Council,  that  no  application  be  refused,  where  the  additional 
accommodation  shall  appear  to  be  required  for  the  public  con¬ 
venience.  In  all  cases  where  doubts  exist,  my  opinion  is,  that 
it  would  be  the  better  course  to  err  in  granting  more  facilities 
of  approach  to  the  city  than  are  really  required  to  answer  the 
existing  demand.  It  will  at  all  times,  however,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Corporation  to  guard  the  rights  which  have  previously 
been  conferred  on  persons  or  associations,  even  though  tempo¬ 
rary  injury  should  be  sustained  by  the  fulfilment  of  the  con¬ 
tract.  This  is  required  of  us,  by  good  faith  and  fair  dealing. 

Much  of  the  difficulty  and  excitement  growing  out  of  this 
question  has  arisen  from  a  condition  in  some  of  the  ferry  leases, 
by  which  the  Corporation  restricted  itself  from  establishing 
additional  ferries  within  certain  limits.  There  were  peculiar 
circumstances  connected  with  the  lease  to  Messrs.  Fulton  and 
Cutting  which  can  never  again  arise.  The  lessees  were  about 
to  make  an  important  experiment,  in  the  success  of  which  the 
public  were  deeply  interested.  The  practical  introduction  of 
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steam  navigation  upon  our  ferries,  created  an  era  in  our  inter¬ 
course  with  the  neighbouring  shores ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
many  enduring  benefits  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
genius  of  Fulton. 

The  Corporation  which  granted  the  lease  to  the  Fulton 
Company,  and  the  Legislature  which  sanctioned  it,  and  autho¬ 
rized  the  present  rate  of  tolls,  were  doubtless  as  honest  and  a  s 
attentive  to  the  interests  of  their  constituents  as  any  which  have 
succeeded  them.  But  experience  has  taught  us  the  inexpe¬ 
diency,  as  well  as  the  injustice  of  so  exercising  a  delegated 
power,  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  controul  of  the  sovereign 
people.  No  authority  rightfully  exists  in  the  representatives 
to  controul  the  action  of  their  successors  on  questions  involving 
popular  rights. 

The  ferry  leases  should  be  granted  on  liberal  terms,  without 
restrictions  on  the  part  of  the  lessors ;  and  this  franchise  I  am 
satisfied  should  not  be  exercised  by  the  corporation  with  a 
view  to  pecuniary  emolument,  but  mainly  for  the  good  rule 
and  government  of  the  city,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  rates  of  ferriage  should  be  established  as 
low  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  imposition  of  such  rents 
merely,  as  will  secure  a  reasonable  income  for  the  use  of  the 
wharves  and  slips,  or  legal  interest  for  the  public  property  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  purpose.  It  should  be  the  desire  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  exercise  the  ferry  privilege  under  our  charter,  in 
such  manner  as  will  ensure  the  approbation  and  support  of 
our  fellow  citizens.  Considerations  of  policy  and  justice  re¬ 
quire  that  we  should  manifest  a  disposition  to  exercise  this 
power  in  a  liberal  and  honest  spirit.  The  people  of  the  State 
at  large  will  then  feel  that  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned, 
their  interests  are  identified  with  those  of  the  City ;  and  we 
may  then  rest  assured  that  no  disposition  will  be  evinced  on 
the  part  of  the  State  Authorities  to  wrest  from  us, ^privileges 
granted  by  charter  and  secured  by  law. 

Arrangements  were  completed  during  the  past  year  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  on  the  site  of  the  public  yards  fronting  on 
Elm  and  Centre  streets,  for  a  House  of  Detention  of  persons 
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accused  of  crime,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  our 
Criminal  and  Police  Departments. 

The  want  of  such  a  building  with  convenient  arrangements 
for  prisoners,  has  long  been  a  prominent  defect  in  our  system 
of  police.  The  contemplated  establishment  will  furnish  ac¬ 
commodation  for  several  departments  of  the  public  service, 
and  will  be  so  constructed  as  to  combine  economy  in  the  use 
of  the  public  means,  utility  in  the  arrangements,  and  beauty  in 
the  style  of  architecture.  The  appropriation  of  the  new  build¬ 
ing,  which  is  to  be  denominated  the  “  Halls  of  Justice,”  to  the 
purposes  indicated,  will  relieve  the  Alms  House  at  Bellevue, 
of  a  considerable  proportion  of  its  inmates.  A  further  reduction 
of  the  tenants  of  this  establishment  will  take  place  upon  the 
completion  of  the  “  Asylum  for  Lunatics,”  the  foundation  of 
which  has  recently  been  laid  on  Blackwell’s  Island.  These 
public  works  are  creditable  in  a  high  degree,  to  the  energy  and 
enterprise  of  the  projectors,  and  I  feel  assured  that  their  com¬ 
pletion  will  be  regarded  with  favor  by  our  citizens  generally. 

There  is  one  suggestion  in  relation  to  the  further  improve¬ 
ments  of  our  public  buildings,  which  I  consider  it  a  duty  to  re¬ 
commend  to  your  consideration.  The  Alms  House  will  shortly 
be  relieved  of  all  but  those  who  derive  their  support  from  the 
public  bounty.  The  property  at  Bellevue  is  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing  in  value,  and  the  interest  on  the  estimated  amount  of  the 
investment,  renders  it  an  expensive  establishment  for  the  city. 
The  public  grounds  still  unappropriated  on  Blackwell’s  Island, 
are  spacious,  convenient,  and  easy  of  access.  Twice  the 
space  now  occupied  by  the  Alms  House  could  be  applied  to 
that  purpose  on  the  Island,  without  interfering  with  the  con¬ 
venient  arrangement  of  the  other  departments. 

I  submit,  therefore,  to  the  Common  Council,  the  propriety  of 
erecting  an  Alms  House,  with  the  necessary  appendages,  on 
Blackwell’s  Island ;  with  the  view  to  dispose  of  the  public  pro¬ 
perty  at  Bellevue,  or  to  apply  it  to  such  other  purposes  as 
may  be  considered  calculated  to  advance  the  public  interests. 
I  entertain  little  doubt  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  this 
property  would  be  nearly  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
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the  erection  of  the  contemplated  works  on  the  Island,  and  of 
the  Halls  of  Justice.  The  present  means  necessary  for  these 
expenditures  could  readily  be  obtained  on  loan  at  a  moderate 
rate  of  interest,  in  anticipation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  re¬ 
commended,  Believing  this  to  be  a  subject  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  various  public  interests,  I  respectfully  commend 
it  to  your  consideration. 

There  are  several  other  suggestions  which  I  consider  de¬ 
serving  your  attention,  but  they  can  be  more  appropriately 
presented  from  time  to  time  in  special  communications,  or 
through  the  medium  of  Committees  acting  under  your  authority. 

The  various  and  manifold  interests  committed  to  the  charge 
of  our  municipal  authorities,  require  at  your  hands  the  unre¬ 
mitted  exercise  of  intelligence,  discretion  and  industry.  With 
so  many  natural  advantages  of  location,  soil  and  climate ;  so 
much  enterprise  and  industry  in  the  population  ;  and  so  vast 
an  increase  annually  in  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  it  may  well  become  us  to  take  a  liberal  and  enlarged 
view,  of  whatever  measures  may  be  proposed  for  the  perma¬ 
nent  improvement  and  government  of  our  local  institutions. 
The  evidences  are  before  us  of  a  prosperity  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  commercial  communities ;  and  we  cannot  better 
evince  our  just  appreciation  of  the  advantages  and  blessings  we 
enjoy  as  a  people,  than  by  adopting  a  system  of  public  policy 
in  accordance  with  the  enlightened  and  philanthropic  spirit 
of  the  age. 


C,  W.  LAWRENCE. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  2. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JUNE  3,  1835. 


The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Street  Com¬ 
mittee ,  on  widening  Wall-street ,  on  the  southerly  side , 
between  Exchange  and  Pearl-street.  Adopted  and 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  con¬ 
currence.  . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  back  a 
report  on  the  widening  of  Wall-street,  between  the  Ex¬ 
change  and  Pearl-street,  made  by  the  Street  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  is  hereunto  appended, 
bearing  date  July  21,  1834,  and  which  will  be  found 
in  the  printed  documents,  being  No.  18  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer ;  And 
also,  the  various  applications  which  have  been  recently 
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made  to  the  Common  Council  in  favour  of  the  same  measure, 
and  on  all  which  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
REPORT : 

That  having  very  fully  examined  the  proposition  for 
widening  Wall-street,  as  now  stated  by  the  applicants,  the 
line  for  which  differs  in  some  small  degree  from  the  former 
proposed  line,  arising  from  the  erection  of  two  new  build¬ 
ings  ;  and  having,  with  deliberate  and  patient  attention, 
considered  all  the  representations  made  both  by  its  advocates 
and  opponents. 

They  are  very  fully  confirmed  in  the  views  taken  by 
them  during  the  last  year  on  this  subject,  and  which  are 
detailed  in  the  report  above  spoken  of,  and  to  which  they 
beg  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  board,  believing  that  the  facts 
therein  set  forth,  are  hilly  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusions 
of  the  Committee,  that  this  widening  is  loudly  called  for  by 
every  consideration  of  public  policy,  connected  with  the 
convenience  of  the  citizens. 

•  The  Committee,  further  beg  leave  to  report,  that  inasmuch 
as  all  the  buildings  to  be  affected  by  this  alteration  (excepting 
one  only  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Wall-street,)  have  re¬ 
cently  been  taken  down  for  the  purposes  of  re-building  on 
the  lots,  the  present  time  is  most  emphatically  proper  for  the 
determination  of  the  Common  Council  on  this  subject,  as  if 
the  present  favourable  circumstances  be  passed  by  unim- 
■  proved,  and  this  opportunity  lost,  a  very  large  additional 
expense  must  hereafter  he  incurred,  which  may  now  be 
wholly  avoided. 

Under  whatever  aspect  this  question  may  be  viewed, 
your  Committee  are  impressed  with  a  strong  conviction  of 
the  extremely  beneficial  results  which  would  follow  its 
adoption  ;  and  they  therefore  again  recommend  to  the  board 
its  passage,  with  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  line,  arising 
from  the  construction  of  the  two  buildings  before  spoken  of. 

The  following  resolution  is  offered : 

Resolved ,  That  Wall-street  be  widened  on  the  southwest- 
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erly  side  thereof,  by  a  line  commencing  on  the  northwesterly 
corner  of  the  house  situated  on  the  southerly  corner  of  Pearl- 
street  and  Coifee  House  slip,  and  running  thence  northwest¬ 
erly  in  such  direction  through  the  lands  and  buildings 
now  fronting  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Wall-street,  as  to 
touch  the  southeasterly  corner  of  the  building  recently 
erected  by  Gulian  C.  Yerplanck,  and  thence  to  be  continued 
in  a  straight  line  until  it  intersect  the  present  line  of  Wall- 
street,  as  the  same  is  laid  down  on  the  map  accompanying 
this  report,  and  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  is  hereby 
directed  to  take  the  necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  the 
same  into  effebt. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT, ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  V  Committee  mi  Streets. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


, 


document  NO.  3. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEJV, 


JUNE  8,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  'presented  the  following  Report  in 
relation  to  widening  New-street  from  Beaver  to  Wall- 
street,  which  was  read .  Laid  on  the  table  and  directed 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accom¬ 
panying  papers,  being  petitions  for  widening  and  improving 
New-street,  from  Beaver-street  to  Exchange  Place ;  and 
also  for  continuing  the  widening  of  the  same  street  from 
Exchange  Place  to  Wall-street,  together  with  maps  and 
plans,  shewing  the  lines  on  which  the  memorialists  propose 
to  have  the  street  altered ;  and  various  remonstrances  sent 
in  by  different  persons,  not  objecting  to  the  general  project 
of  widening  the  street,  but  proposing  other  lines,  varying 
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from  those  which  are  delineated  on  the  maps  of  the  first 
petitioners ;  and  on  all  which  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 

REPORT  : 

They  have  had  this  subject  before  them  a  considerable 
time,  the  first  petition  in  relation  thereto,  being  presented  on 
the  4th  February  last,  and  on  various  occasions  since  that 
period ;  the  Committee  have  invited  all  the  parties  in  inter¬ 
est  to  meet  with  them,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  this 
subject,  and  that  they  might  become  possessed  of  all  its  bear¬ 
ings  as  presented  by  the  different  persons  whose  property 
would  be  affected  by  its  completion. 

The  result  of  these  enquiries  has  very  satisfactorily 
shewn  to  the  Committee  that,  the  expediency  of  widening 
the  street  from  Beaver-street  to  Wall -street,  and  the  very 
beneficial  results  which  would  be  produced  thereby,  has 
become  very  generally,  perhaps  almost  universally  enter¬ 
tained,  and  the  only  question  which  occasioned  a  variation 
of  opinion  was,  the  particular  direction  of  the  lines. 

The  Committee  further  beg  leave  to  report,  that  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  they  have  paid  particular  attention ; 
and  in  their  best  judgment,  the  full  black  lines  drawn  on  the 
accompanying  map,  will  be  found  most  beneficial  for  widen¬ 
ing  the  street ;  and  also  possess  the  advantage  of  uniting  in 
their  favour  a  very  large  majority  of  the  property  holders 
on  the  street.  Their  effect  will  be  to  increase  the  present 
width  of  the  street :  at  Beaver  street  and  Exchange  Place, 
from  about  twenty-six  feet  to  forty  feet,  and  from  thence  to 
Wall-street,  its  width  will  be  about  thirty-seven  feet. 

This  diminution  of  three  feet  at  Wall-street,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Committee,  as  a  means  of  reducing  the  quan¬ 
tity  taken  from  the  lot  fronting  on  Wall-street,  and  there¬ 
by  avoiding  a  very  large  increase  of  the  cost  arising  not  only 
from  the  extreme  value  of  land  on  Wall-street,  but  also  from 
the  much  more  favourable  circumstances  in  which  the  re- 


mainder  of  the  lot  will  be  left,  than  would  be  the  case  if 
these  three  feet  were  cut  off  from  it. 

The  extremely  favourable  results  following  on  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  various  alterations  in  the  streets  in  the  city,  and  more 
especially  in  the  lower  parts,  by  which  the  circumjacent  pro¬ 
perty  has  been  vastly  enhanced  in  value,  gives  to  your 
Committee  great  confidence  in  recommending  this  measure 
to  the  Board;  and  they  very  fully  believe  that  in  this  case 
the  improvement  will  be  found  so  advantageous,  as  to  justify 
the  assessment  of  the  whole  cost  on  the  contiguous  lots, 
without  any  charge  on  the  public  treasury — they  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  New-street  be  widened  from  Beaver- 
street  to  Wall-street,  according  to  the  black  lines  drawn  on 
the  annexed  map,  and  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  is 
hereby  directed  to  take  the  necessary  legal  measures  for  that 
purpose. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  >  Street  Committee. 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  $ 


_ * _ 


DOCUMENT  NO.  4. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


MAY  18, 1835. 


The  following  Petition  in  relation  to  the  Charter  Election 
in  the  15 th  Ward ,  was  read  and  referred  to,  the  L  aW 
Committee . 

J,  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Assistant 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New- York. 

The  subscribers,  Electors  of  the  Fifteenth  Ward  of  said 
city,  respectfully  petition  your  Honorable  body  for  a  new 
Election  in  said  Ward  owing  to  the  illegal  manner  of  or¬ 
ganizing  by  the  persons  appointed  or  .  acting  as  Inspectors, 
and  conducting  the  said  Election,  and  divers  irregularities 
and  illegal  proceedings  practiced  during  the  late  Charter 
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Election  ;  among  which  we  specify  the  following  as  a  part 
thereof : 

1st.  That  a  majority  of  the  persons  appointed  as  Inspec¬ 
tors  did  not  organize  according  to  law,  as  they  did  not 
choose  or  elect  one  of  their  number  as  Chairman,  nor  were 
they  previous  or  during  the  three  days  election  organized 
as  a  Board  of  Inspectors. 

2d.  That  the  Ballot  Boxes  were  not  examined  previous 
to  receiving  the  votes  of  some  of  the  Electors,  nor  were  they 
locked  until  about  ten  o’clock  of  the  first  day  of  the  Election, 
at  which  time  upwards  of  one  hundred  votes  had  been 
received. 

3d.  That  a  person  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Prink,  not  legal¬ 
ly  appointed,  acted  as  an  Inspector  until  near  eleven  o’clock 
of  the  first  day,  and  had  charge  and  possession  of  the  keys 
of  the  Ballot  Boxes  and  one  of  the  same. 

4th.  That  frequently  during  the  said  three  days  of  Elec¬ 
tion  but  one  Inspector  was  present,  and  received  ballots  from 
the  Electors. 

5th.  That  no  oath  was  legally  administered  to  any  or 
either  of  the  persons  acting  as  Inspectors  or  Clerks  during 
the  said  time. 

6th.  That  the  Canvass  was  illegally  conducted,  and  the 
Ballots  exposed,  and  unauthorised  persons  acting  and  inter¬ 
fering  in  said  canvass. 

7th.  That  the  persons  who  acted  as  Inspectors  during  the 
said  Election,  were  at  no  time  previous  to  or  during  such 
election  organized  or  sworn  as  such  pursuant  to  the  Statute^ 
of  the  State. 

8th.  And  your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  contest 
the  seats  of 


SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  as  Alderman. 
RICHARD  RAY  WARD,  as  Assistant  Alderman,. 
JEDEDIAH  B.  LESTER,  as  Collector. 

JOHN  L.  IRELAND,  ) 

JOSEPH  BRITTON,  \ 
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THOMAS  G.  MANTLE, 
ROBERT  LATTIMER, 

And  your  Petitioners  further  pray  to  have 
fore  your  Honorable  body. 

New-York,  11th  May,  1835. 


as  Constables, 

hearing  be- 


John  J.  Morgan, 

F.  S.  Kinney, 

David  M.  Prall, 

James  H.  Ray, 

Henry  Leek, 

Archer  Martine, 

John  J.  Martin, 

John  Andrews, 

Thomas  Devoe, 

Wm.  Randoll, 

James  Mihles, 

John  P.  Barker, 

Elnathan  Thorn, 

James  M.  Williams, 

Egbert  G.  Sweet, 

Thomas  Thorn, 

N.  Campbell, 

Henry  Hanshe, 

W.  S.  Lyon, 

John  Smith, 

Moses  B.  Thorn, 

Cornelius  Underwood, 

Noah  Broughton, 

Benjamin  Downing, 

R.  Secor, 

Henry  H.  Mangam, 

Josiah  Archer, 

A.  P,  Maybie, 

H.  P.  Davy, 

Isaac  B.  Crane, 

Jas.  JL  Roe, 

Jas.  C.  Sage, 

Frederick  A.  Gay, 

D.  W.  Gantley. 

DOCUMENT  NO.  5. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JUNE  22,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Petition  to  close  Art- 
street,  'presented  the  following  Report  against  the  same, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  papers,  being  a  petition  of  sundry  persons  asking  the 
Common  Council  to  take  the  proper  legal  measures  for  shut¬ 
ting  up  Art-street,  between  Broadway  and  the  Bowery  ;  and 
also  five  several  remonstrances  against  the  said  measure,  and 
On  all  which  the  Committee  respectfully 

REPORT  : 

They  have  invited  the  parties  to  meet  before  them,  both 
the  petitioners  and  the  objectors,  and  have  diligently  attend- 
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ed  to  and  carefully  weighed  all  the  allegations  made  by  the 
parties  respectively,  both  for  and  against  this  measure.  On 
the  part  of  the  petitioners  it  is  averred,  that  the  use  of  Art- 
street,  as  a  thoroughfare,  is  no  longer  required  between 
Broadway  and  the  Bowery,  having  been  superseded  by  the 
opening  of  8th  street,  (which  is  but  a  short  distance  above  it,) 
and  that  its  diagonal  direction  destroys  the  Regularity  of  the 
lots,  prevents  their  being  improved,  and  impairs  their  value 
and  generally  that  it  would  add  mueh  to  the  beauty  of  the 
circumjacent  property  if  the  street  were  closed,  and  the 
ground  it  now  occupies  taken  in  by  and  added  to  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  lots. 

(It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  although  the  petition  is 
numerously  signed,  yet  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  but  one 
of  the  signers  is  the  owner  of  any  property  on  the  street, 
Which  they  propose  to  have  closed  up,  although  many  of 
them  are  proprietors  of  houses  and  lots  fronting  on  other 
streets  in  the  vicinity  of  Art-street.) 

On  the  part  of  the  remonstrants  it  is  urged,  that  the  closing 
up  of  this  street  will  utterly  destroy  several  very  valuable  lots 
of  ground  fronting  on  this  street,  which  cannot  from  their 
peculiar  position  obtain  fronts  on  any  other  street,  and  that 
the  closing  of  it  up  would  in  fact  amount  to  a  confiscation  of 
their  property.  It  is  likewise  very  strongly  urged,  that 
shutting  up  the  street  would  deprive  two  exceedingly  valua¬ 
ble  lots  on  Broadway  of  their  distinctive  character  of  corner 
lots  ;  and  especially  the  lot  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Art- 
street  and  Broadway,  on  which  has  just  "been  erected  a  very 
costly  three  story  brick  building,  with  other  buildings  on  the 
Art-street  front  of  the  lot,  and  all  which  have  been  expressly 
calculated  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  for  which  corner  lots  are 
so  particularly  valuable  ;  and  the  owner  of  these  improve¬ 
ments  very  strongly  sets  forth  the  'extreme  disadvantage 
which  would  inevitably  result  to  him  from  closing  up  the 
street,  as  the  buildings  on  which  he  has  just  expended  sever¬ 
al  thousand  dollars  as  places  of  trade  and  business,  would 
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thereby  be  rendered  comparatively  valueless.  It  is  right 
also  for  the  Committee  here  to  mention,  that  the  objectors  to 
this  project  are  directly  and  immediately  interested  in  its  re¬ 
sults,  being  all  of  the  owners  or  lessees  of  the  lots  fronting  on 
the  street  to  be,  closed,  and  which  would  be  deprived  of  their 
fronts  if  that  measure  were  carried  into  effect. 

It  further  appeafs  to  your  Committee,  from  the  documents 
in  the  Street  Commissioners  office,  that  several  years  since 
when  the  adjacent  property  was  not  estimated  at  a  fifth  part 
of  its  present  value,  an  attempt  was  made  to  close  up  this 
street,  and  having  been  favourably  received  by  the  then 
Common  Council,  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  estimating  the 
damages  to  the  parties  concerned,  who  after  labouring  dili¬ 
gently  to  effect  this  purpose,  were  finally  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  it,  and  reported  to  the  Court  their  belief  of  its  impracti- 
bility,  arising  out  of  the  great  amount  of  loss  and  damage 
which  would  be  sustained,  and  the  apparent  impossibility  of 
raising  the  sums  requisite  for  the  liquidation  of  these  dama¬ 
ges.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe  that  these  embarrass¬ 
ments  which  would  be  much  more  strongly  felt  now  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  very  great  additional  value  the  property  has 
since  acquired. 

The  Committee  having  fully  weighed  this  question,  are 
of  opinion  it  is  one  in  which  the  public  at  large  have  not  any 
direct  interest,  no  nuisance  of  any  kind  exists  there,  the  place 
is  perfectly  clean  and  healthy ;  and  although  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  the  closing  pf  this  street  might  perhaps  add  to 
the  beauty  ofa  most  respectable  part  ofthecity,  still  itis  beleiv- 
ed  to  be  a  question  strictly  local,  and  which  interests  immedi¬ 
ately  only  a  few  proprieters  who  are  in  its  immediate  vicinity  5 
and  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  it  ought  not  to  be  under¬ 
taken,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  parties  interested,  and 
they  are  the  more  fully  confirmed  in  this  belief,  inasmuch  as 
the  former  attempt,  which  was  made  adversely  to  the  wishes 
of  the  owners,  failed  for  the  want  of  their  concurrence.— 
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Under  these  views  the  Committee  offer  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : 

Resolved ,  The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for  closing  Art- 
street,  from  Broadway  to  the  Bowery,  be  not  granted. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT, ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Committee  on  Streets. 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


DOCUMENT  NO.  6. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMExV, 


JUNE  22,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves ,  6pc.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Report  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  in  relation  to 
building  a  Pier  at  Battery  Plac° ,  late  Marketfield-street, 
presented  the  following  Report  in  favor ,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Report  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  was  a a 
follows  : 

That  as  it  is  a  matter  of  public  complaint,  that  the  Wharves 
and  Piers  are  not  sufficient  for  the  convenient  accommodation 
of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  exterior  and  interior  com¬ 
merce  of  the  State,  a  duty  is  necessarily  enforced  upon  the 
Corporation  of  providing  as  extensive  accommodations  as 
may  be  practicable.  The  waters  to  the  south  of  the  site  of  the 
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purposed  Pier,  are  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  City  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  comprise  a  sufficient  area  to  enable  vessels 
to  lay  at  the  projected  Wharf  in  such  mode  as  to  discharge 
and  receive  cargoes  over  the  forward  quarter — a  mode,  in 
which  your  Committee  are  informed,  vesssels  are  compelled 
to  lay  in  some  of  the  neighboring  cities — this  will  give 
double  the  number  of  what  are  known  and  paid  for  as 
wharf,  or  inside  births,  to  that  rendered  by  the  present  mode. 
For  want  of  space  it  cannot  be  adopted  at  the  Piers  now 
existing  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  And  it  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  Steam  Boats  and  to  Tow  Boats,  by  which  our  im¬ 
mediate  coasting  and  our  interior  trade  is  very  nearly  ex¬ 
clusively  conducted,  It  will  provide  an  extensive  accom¬ 
modation  for  this  class  of  vessels,  which  being  so  provided 
for  will  releive  the  other  piers  and  wharves,  and  thus  apply 
them  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign,  and  distant  coasting 
trade. 

With  this  view  your  Committee  would  recommend  a  Pier 
to  be  built  into  the  North  River  as  a  continuation  of  Battery 
Place,  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  feet  from  the  present 
bulk  head.  Of  this  Pier,  should  West-street  be  extended  to 
it,  the  half  or  250  feet  would  be  required  for  the  formation 
of  that  street,  and  should  thus  be  built  solid. 

Upon  the  second  point,  that  of  “  its  being  of  advantage  to 
the  Revenue  of  the  Corporation,”  the  Committee  have  not 
the  correct  estimates  for  the  cost  of  the  projected  Pier,  to 
enable  them  to  speak  with  certainty.  Assuming  it  however 
as  a  fact,  that  the  Pier  will  not  cost  an  amount  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  revenue  accrueing  at  the 
rates  of  wharfage  fixed  by  the  statute  would  not  be  less 
than  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  But  should  the 
Common  Council  lease  the  Pier  for  the  especial  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  any  particular  trade,  this  revenue  would  not  be  less 
than  nine  thousand  dollars.  At  this  rate  and  so  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated,  your  Committee  feel  confident  that  it  would  im- 
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mediately  be  leased.  Believing  as  your  Committee  do,  that 
it  is  both  “  expedient”  and  “  of  advantage  to  the  Revenue  of 
the  Corporation,”  that  the  Pier  should  be  built  they  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  Pier  be  built  at  the  foot  of  Battery 
Place  to  extend  in  a  direct  line  westwardly  in  the  North 
River  a  distance  of  five  hundred  feet,  and  with  a  continued 
width  of  fifty  feet,  such  width  to  be  estimated  from  the 
northerly  line  of  Battery  Place. 

Resolved ,  That  such  Pier  when  completed  be  appropria¬ 
ted  to  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  the  vessels  employed  in 
such  trade  as  may  offer  the  greatest  price  for  such  use. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  HOPKINS,  )  Committee  on  Wharves 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE,  [  and  Public  Lands  and 
ISAAC  DYCKMAN,  )  Places. 


The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Places 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexe 
ed  Resolution  for  building  a  Pier  500  feet  in  length  in  the 
Hudson  River,  extending  from  Battery  Place,  late  Market- 
field-street,  and  a  report  in  favor  thereof,  which  has  been 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT  : 

That  having  fully  considered  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
above  mentioned  report,  they  deem  them  entirely  conclusive 
as  to  the  propriety  of  executing  the  work  mentioned  therein, 
and  do  not  doubt  the  investment  will  result  profitably  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  city.  The  very  numerous  applications, 
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which  are  constantly  being  made  to  the  public  authorities 
for  commercial  accommodations,  render  it  quite  certain,  that 
the  water  adjacent  to  this  Pier  will  be  eagerly  sought  after, 
at  such  rates  as  will  yield  a  handsome  income  on  the 
outlay,  and  in  order  to  the  more  full  understanding  of  the 
subject,  they  have  had  a  diagram  prepared  of  the  manner  of 
building  the  above  mentioned  Pier,  which  is  appended  here¬ 
unto,  and  to  which  they  ask  leave  to  refer. 

The  Committee  unanimously  recommend  a  concurrence 
with  the  Report  and  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen  on  this  subject. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Wharves 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  V  and  Public  Lands  and 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, )  Places. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  7. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JUNE  22, 1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  <$pc.  presented  the  following 
Report,  in  favor  of  deepening  the  water  in  the  Slip  from 
Warren  to  Robinson  street ,  which  was  adopted. 

J,  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committees  on  Wharves,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
accompanying  Memorial  of  a  large  number  of  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  river  trade,  praying  the  Common  Council  to 
take  the  proper  measures  for  deepening  the  water  in  the 
Slips  between  Robinson  and  Warren  streets,  respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  experience  for  years  past  has  shown  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  and  difficulties  experienced  in  the  Slips  on  the  borders 
of  the  City,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  Water,  to  keep 
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the  vessels  afloat,  which  use  those  Slips  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  their  produce  brought  from  the  adjacent  parts — and 
this  had  increased  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Common  Council  to  resort  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  for  the  enactment  of  spph  laws  as  would  provide  the 
proper  authority  for  restoring  the  requisite  depth  of  water 
in  these  Docks  and  Slips. 

The  laws  which  have  been  enacted  in  relation  thereto, 
now  furnishing  the  necessary  authority  to  the  Common 
Council  for  executing  this  work,  no  reason  appears  to  exist 
why  it  should  be  delayed  any  longer ;  as  it  continually  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  river  craft  after  having  sold  and  delivered  the 
country  produce  brought  by  them  to  the  city,  are  compelled 
to  wait  several  hours  for  the  rising  of  the  tide  before  there  is 
sufficient  water  for  them  to  float,  so  that  they  may  haul  out 
and  make  room  for  others,  who  are  waiting  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  along  side  the  wharves  to  unload. 

Any  further  attempt  to  show  the  propriety  of  removing 
these  difficulties,  your  Committee  deem  wholly  superfluous, 
and  recommend  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be  grant¬ 
ed,  and  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  water  in  the  Slips  on  the  North  Riv¬ 
er,  between  Warren  and  Robinson  streets,  be  deepened  by 
excavating  therefrom,  the  mud,  dirt,  or  other  materials,  so 
that  there  shall  be  not  less  than  eight  feet  water  in  any  part 
thereof  at  low  tide,  and  the  Street  Cornmissioner  is  hereby 
directed  to  prepare  and  present  the  Ordinance  proper  for 
that  purpose,  so  as  to  provide  for  assessing  the  expense  there- 
pf  on  all  the  property  interested,  according  to  the  Statute  in 
such  case,  made  and  provided. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Wharves 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  >  and  Public  Lands  and 
SILAS  M.  STILWERL, )  Place?., 


DOCUMENT  NO.  8. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

June  22, 1835. 


The  Street  Committee -presented  the  following  Report  in 
favor  of  opening  6th  Avenue  to  129th  street,  which  was 
Adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
Petition  of  Edmund  Wilkes  and  others,  asking  the  Common 
Council  to  take  the  measures  necessary  for  opening  the 
Sixth  Avenue,  as  far  northwardly  as  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-ninth  street,  respectfully 

REPORT  : 

The  Sixth  Avenue  is  at  present,  and  has  for  some  years 
past  been  opened,  as  far  up  as  to  the  intersection  of  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  Road  at  Thirty-fourth  street,  is  worked,  and  gravelled 
(beyond  the  pavements)  as  far  as  it  is  now  open,  and  has  be- 
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come  a  very  considerable  thoroughfare,  and  the  memorialists 
now  ask  for  a  continuation  of  the  opening  up  to  Harlsem  at 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  street. 

The  whole  of  the  land  fronting  on  the  Sixth  Avenue,  and 
adjacent  thereto,  has  nearly  if  not  quite  all,  been  laid  out  and 

subdivided  into  town  lots;  and  in  a  great  measure,  disposed 
of  in  small  parcels,  and  the  owners  thereof  are  deprived  of 
the  means  of  access  to  their  property,  by  reason  of  the  Avenue 
not  being  opened- 

This  your  Committee  are  credibly  informed,  is  true  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  is  the  means  of  producing  in¬ 
jury  to  persons  thus  situated,  who  call  upon  the  Common 
Council  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  law,  so 
that  they  may  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
their  prQperty. 

Of  the  propriety  of  this  request  your  Committee  cannot 

entertain  any  doubt.  . 

It  is  beyond  all  question  the  duty  of  the  public  authorities 
to  provide  all  such  reasonable  facilities  to  the  citizens,  as  will 
enable  them  to  have  access  to,  and  possession  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  by  taking  the  necessary  legal  measures  for  opening 
the  avenues  and  streets,  according  to  the  regular  plan  of  the 
city,  from  time  to  time  as  the  public  exigencies  may  require. 

Having  well  considered  this  matter,  your  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  as  promotive  of  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  to  direct  the  opening  of  the  Avenue  in  question,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  offer  the  following 
Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Sixth  Avenue  be  opened  from  Thirty- 
fourth  street  where  it  intersects  the  Bloomingdale  Road  to 

One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  street,  and  the  Counsel  to 

the  Corporation  is  hereby  directed  to  take  the  necessary  legal 
measures  for  that  purpose. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  1 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Committee  on  Streets.. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


DOCUMENT  NO.  9. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JUNE  22, 1835. 


The  Street  Committee  'presented  the  following  Report  in 
favor  of  extending  Sheriff-street  from  North  to  2d  street 
which  was  Adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  Petition  of  sundry  persons,  owners  and  les¬ 
sees  of  property  in  the  11th  Ward,  (in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Market  now  being  erected  at  the  junction  of  North  and  Se¬ 
cond-street,)  praying  that  Sheriff-street  may  be  extended 
from  its  present  termination  at  North-street,  to  Second-street, 
together  with  remonstrances  against  the  same — beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  your  Committeee  caused  the  proposition  above 
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named  to  be  duly  advertised,  and  that  Mr.  Wynkoop,  the 
owner  in  fee  of  all  the  ground  required  for  the  improvement, 
and  Mr..  Nones,  lessee  of  one  house  and  lot,  remonstrated 
.against  the  same. 

The  Committee  have  had  before  them  both  the  petitioners 
and  the  remonstrants,  and  attentively  heard  the  arguments 
made  use  of  for  and  against  the  proposed  opening. 

The  Market  about  being  erected  at  the  junction  of  North 
and  Second-street,  is  bounded  westerly  by  the  house  and  lot 
of  which  the  said  Mr.  Nones  is  lessee,  and  the  Petitioners 
state,  that  by  opening  Sheriff-street  in  a  direct  line  through 
from  North  to  Second-street,  greater  facilities  would  not  only 
be  afforded  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  city, 
whose  wants  will  lead  them  to  this  Market,  but  the  improve¬ 
ment  would  be  attended  with  much  benefit  to  the  Market 
House,  by  increasing  the  ventilation  thereof. 

Mr.  Wynkoop  the  owner  of  the  ground  required,  objects 
to  the  proposition  on  the  grounds  that  he  has  leased  this 
property  for  a  short  term  of  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  expects  the  enhanced  value  of  the  same,  will  be  greater 
than  would  probably  be  awarded  by  the  Commissioners  for 
taking  the  same. 

Mr.  Nones  the  lessee  as  before  stated,  bases  his  objections 
on  the  supposition,  that  he  would  not  be  fully  remunerated 
for  the  interest  he  has  in  the  property  required  for  this  im* 
provement.  But  your  Committee  from  experience  are  fully 
satisfied,  that  Commissioners  appointed  to  assess  the  value 
of  property  taken  for  improvements,  in  all  cases  liberally- 
compensate  the  owners  and  parties  interested. 

The  Petitioners,  some  of  whom  are  owners,  and  others 
lessees  of  property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  contemplated  im¬ 
provement,  stated  to  the  Committee  that  they  are  willing, 
and  expect  to  be  assessed  their  proportion  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  same  into  effect. 

The  Committee  after  having  duly  considered  the  merits  of 
the  proposed  improvement,  are  fully  persuaded  that  if  the 
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same  be  carried  in  effect,  it  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  that 
section  of  the  city,  and  as  the  property  required  to  be  taken 
amounts  to  but  2  lots  each  of  25  feet  front,  by  about  from  46 
to  53  feet  in  depth,  the  expense  of  taking  the  same  can  with¬ 
out  difficulty  be  assessed  upon  the  property  circumjacent. 

Your  Committee  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
this  state  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  alter  the  map  of  the  city 
so  as  to  extend  Sheriff-street  from  its  present  termination  at 
Houstoun  (late  North  street)  to  Second-street. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 


|  Street  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  10. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JUNE  22,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Public  Lands,  tyc.  present* 
ed  the  following  Report  in  favor  of  laying  out  a  Public 
Square  at  Harlcem,  between  120 th  and  \2ith  street  and 
between  the  4 th  and  6th  Avenues,  which  was  Adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places,  to  \\diom  was 
referred  the  annexed  Memorial  of  a  large  number  of  proprie¬ 
tors  of  lands  atHarlciem,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take 
the  appropriate  measures  for  so  altering  the  plan  of  the  city, 
as  to  lay  out  and  form  a  Public  Place  or  Square,  at  Harlsem, 
between  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  Avenues,  and  from  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Twentieth-street  to  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
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fourth  street,  and  on  which  Memorial  the  Committee  res¬ 
pectfully 

REPORT : 

They  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Board  any 
general  reasoning  or  arguments  in  favour  of  setting  apart  or 
laying  out  Public  Squares  or  Places.  Their  existence  is  so 
universally  acknowledged,  as  eminently  conducive  to  the 
continuance  and  preservation  of  general  health,  and  it  has 
so  much  become  the  settled  policy  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  adopt  them  in  all  proper  situations,  that  the  only  points 
which  require  discussion  in  the  applications  to  lay  out  Pub¬ 
lic  Places,  are  in  reference  to  their  proper  location  and  adap¬ 
tation,  in  regard  to  size  and  figure,  with  the  beneficial  pur¬ 
poses  intended. 

With  respect  to  the  application  now  under  consideration 
and  the  propriety  of  laying  out  a  Public  Place  as  applied  for 
by  the  Memorialists,  the  Committee  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  following  facts.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of 
the  plain  of  Harlaem,  directly  on  the  line  of  the  5th 
Avenue,  and  between  120th  and  124th  streets,  arises  a  high 
and  bold  eminence,  elevated  about  seventy  feet  above  the 
adjacent  table  land,  crowned  with  various  kinds  of  forest 
trees,  many  of  them  of  great  antiquity,  arid  possessing  alto¬ 
gether  a  very  peculiar  and  distinctive  character. 

Excavations  which  have  been  made  at  the  bottom  of  this 
elevation,  shew  clearly,  that  under  the  soil  with  which  it  is 
covered,  the  internal  part  is  solid  rock,  so  that  any  attempt 
to  cut  down  the  hill  (consisting  of  several  acres)  to  the  level 
of  the  adjacent  plain,  and  thus  render  it  suitable  for  building 
lots,  would  be  attended  with  an  immense  cost,  greater,  much 
greater  than  the  value  of  the  land,  could  possibly  justify — 
thus  cutting  it  off  from  improvement  in  the  usual  and  ordi¬ 
nary  way. 

This  particular  fact,  so  forbidding  in  its  aspect,  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  land  by  the  common  mode,  still  however, 
renders  it  peculiarly  applicable  for  the  purposes  proposed  by 
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the  Memorialists  of  being  set  apart  as  a  public  place,  its  insu¬ 
lar  situation,  its  great  height,  its  conical  figure,  the  trees 
with  which  it  is  covered  by  a  proper  disposition  and  arrange¬ 
ment,  furnish  the  very  greatest  capabilities  for  converting  it 
into  a  place  of  the  greatest  ornament  and  beauty,  and  which 
will  be  looked  upon  with  pride  and  admiration  by  our  suc¬ 
cessors. 

It  is  proposed  by  a  plan  annexed  to  this  report,  to  take  the 
land  from  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  to  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-fourth  street,  and  from  about  midway  between 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Avenues  to  about  the  same  distance 
between  the  Fifth  aud  Sixth  Avenues,  this  will  form  a  space 
containing  about  acres;  and  considering  that 

in  the  whole  of  that  widely  extended  section  at  Harlaem,  no 
Public  Place  has  yet  been  laid  out,  is  not  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  larger  than  public  convenience  requires. 

It  is  further  to  be  remarked,  that  in  taking  this  land  for 
the  above  mentioned  purpose,  no  charge  will  be  incurred  by 
the  city,  the  whole  cost  will  be  assessed  on  the  surrounding 
property. 

Having  made  a  personal  examination  of  this  subject,  the 
Committee  are  very  decidedly  in  its  favour,  and  unanimously 
recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  Memorialists  be  [adopted, 
and  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  the  following 
Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  state  at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  a  law  author¬ 
ising  such  alteration  in  the  map  or  plan  of  the  city,  as  will 
permit  the  forming  and  laying  out  a  Public  Place  between 
120th  and  124th  street,  and  between  the  4th  and  6th  Avenues, 
as  will  be  agreeably  to  the  plan  annexed  to  this  Report,  and 
the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  is  directed  to  prepare  a  suita¬ 
ble  memorial  and  bill  for  that  purpose. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 


Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  Places. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  11. 


BOARD  OF  AEDFRMEJV* 

JUNE  22j  1835. 


The  Joint  Ferry  Committee  'presented  the  following  Re¬ 
port  in  relation  to  the  rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Lessees  of 
the  South  Ferry  for  the  uses  of  White  Hall  Slip ,  which 
was  adopted . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Ferry  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  As¬ 
sistant  Aldermen,  who  presented  a  Report  in  relation  to  the 
South  Ferry,  Document  No.  58  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  which  was  adopted,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  in  connexion  with  the  subject,  your  Committees  take 
leave  to  state,  that  a  part  of  the  first  Resolution  in  said  Re¬ 
port,  enjoins  the  Comptroller  to  fix  an  equitable  rent  for  such 
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portion  of  Whitehall  Slip,  as  shall  be  occupied  by  said  Ferry, 
the  annual  value  of  which  has  been  estimated  by  him  as 
follows : — lor  the  first  year,  $2000 ;  for  the  second  year, 
$2500  ;  for  the  third  year,  $3000,  and  for  the  fourth  and 
last  year  of  the  lease,  $3500-  The  Comptroller  has  made 
this  calculation  and  arrived  at  the  above  conclusion,  on  the 
supposition  that  this,  or  a  greater  sum  could  be  obtained  for 
the  Slip,  by  granting  an  exclusive  occupancy  of  it  to  Steam 
Boats  or  other  Yessels.  On  this  principle  your  Committee 
are  convinced  of  the  just  estimate  made  by  the  Comptroller, 
and  that  the  rent  is  reasonable  if  applied  to  such  exclusive 
purposes. 

Your  Committees  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  estima¬ 
ted  value  of  said  Slip  should  be  nothing  more  than  its  fair 
proportion  to  that  paid  this  Corporation  by  the  Lessee  of 
public  Docks  and  Slips,  and  which  would  amount,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  best  information  your  Committees  can  obtain  to 
about  $1000. 

Ferries  are  considered  by  your  Committees  as  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  public  highways,  connecting  one  place  with  another 
for  public  accommodation  and  convenience,  and  ought  not 
to  be  considered  as  exclusive  privileges  ;  they  are  establish¬ 
ed  for  the  public  good,  and  every  facility  should  be  granted 
to  them  by  the  public  authorities,  with  no  view  to  pecuniary 
gain  or  emolument. 

Your  Committee  have  had  part  of  the  Lessees  before  them 
on  the  subject  of  the  rent  of  Whitehall  Slip,  who  state,  that 
they  are  about  establishing  the  Ferry  under  a  very  heavy 
rent,  having  to  pay  $4000  a  year  to  Lessees  of  Fulton  Ferry, 
7  per  cent,  on  disbursements  of  Corporation,  and  an  im¬ 
mense  capital  to  be  expended  in  Boats,  Docks,  &c.  Your 
Committee  therefore  recommend,  that  $1000  be  the  annual 
rent  of  Whitehall  Slip,  and  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  first  Resolution  in  the  Report  of  the 
Joint  Ferry  Committee,  Document  No.  58,  of  the  Board  of 
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Aldermen,  April  27,  1835,  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  the 
9th  and  10th  lines,  the  words  {an  equitable)  and  insert  there¬ 
in,  (|1000)  and  to  strike  out  of  the  10th  and  11th  lines,  the 
words  {to  be  fixed  by  the  Comptroller .) 

ALEXANDER  STEWART, 
JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD, 

R.  R.  WARD, 

JOHN  LOYETT, 

EIDWARD  TAYLOR, 
FRANCIS  FICKETT 


document  NO.  12. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JUNti  2%  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  fyc.  presented  the  following 
Report  in  favor  of  filling  up  a  part  of  the  Slip  between 
Rivington  arid  Stanton  streets ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk; 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Pla¬ 
ces,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Petition  of  sundry 
persons,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  building  a  Bulkhead,  and  filling  up  a  part  c>f 
the  slip  in  front  the  public  property  between  Rivington 
and  Stanton  street,  on  the  East  River,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

The  Memorialists  set  forth,  that  the  Slip  on  the  South 
side  of  Stanton  street  has  become  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbor- 


48 


Doc.  No.  12.] 

hood,  being  partially  filled  up  from  the  off-scourings  of  the 
streets,  so  as  to  be  dry  at  low  water,  for  about  one  hundred 
'  feet  out  from  the  present  Bulkhead,  at  Mangin  street. 

The  representations  made  by  the  above  petitioners,  your 
Committee  find  to  be  true,  and  the  necessity  of  applying  a 
remedy  is  apparent. 

This  may  be  effected  in  two  modes.  The  one  by  excava¬ 
ting  and  removing  the  mud  now  on  the  bottom  of  the  Slip, 
and  in  this  manner  procure  the  proper  depth  of  water  to  re¬ 
ceive  vessels,  and  the  other,  by  building  the  Bulkhead  and  fill¬ 
ing  up  the  intermediate  space,  as  applied  for  by  the  peti¬ 
tioners. 

With  respect  to  the  first  mentioned  mode,  it  is  to  be  ob¬ 
served,  that  removing  the  mud  by  the  use  of  the  dredging 
boat,  is  very  costly,  it  being  necessary  to  use  powerful  ma¬ 
chinery  for  that  purpose,  and  probably  the  expense  of  clean¬ 
ing  out  the  Slip,  would  amount  to  more  than  half,  perhaps 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  building  a  new  bulkhead  ;  besides, 
the  position  of  the  present  bulkhead  is  not  out  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  exterior  line,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  city,  being  on 
Mangin-street  two  hundred  feet  inside  the  line  of  Tompkins- 
street,  which  last  mentioned  street  is  the  outer  line  of  the 
pity  in  that  section,  and  which  the  memorialists  now  apply 
to  have  made. 

Prom  a  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected 
with  this  application,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
sound  policy,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  public  interest, 
renders  it  expedient  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Me¬ 
morialists  and  to  direct  the  building  of  the  Bulkhead  on  the 
permanent  line  of  Tompkins-street,  and  filling  up  that  ppr- 
tion  of  the  slip.  The  land  thus  gained  will  be  the  property 
of  the  Corporation,  and  will  abundantly  repay  the  outlay  in¬ 
volved  in  these,  proceedings,  and  the  present  is  a  particular¬ 
ly  favourable  time  for  doing  this,  by  reason  of  the  facilities 
for  procuring  the  earth  for  filling  up. 
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The  following  Resolution  is  offered  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  Bulkhead  be  constructed  in  the  East 
River,  on  the  line  of  Tompkins-street,  to  extend  from  the 
present  pier  at  the  foot  of  Stanton-street,  southerly  in  such 
manner  as  to  become  opposite  to  the  present  northerly  pier, 
in  the  basin  between  Rivington  and  Stanton-street,  and  to 
be  connected  therewith,  according  to  a  plan  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed,  and  also  that  the  vacant  space  behind  the  same  be 
filled  up  with  good  and  wholesome  earth,  and  the  Street 
Commissioner  is  hereby  directed  to  present  the  Ordinance 
proper  for  that  purpose. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Wharves 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  V  and  Public' Lands  and 
SILAS  M.  S  TIL  WELL.  )  Places. 


■DOCUMENT  NO.  13. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERMEJY, 

JUNE  29,  1835. 


The  following  Communication  was  read  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  relation  to  the  late  Riots,  and  the  death  of 
Dr.  McCaffrey.  And  a  Communication  from  the  Co¬ 
roner. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York>  June  29th,  1835. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council. 


I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  publication  made  on  Friday 
last  calling  the  attention  of  Citizens  to  the  laws  prohibiting- 
the  frequenting  of  Tipling  Houses  and  the  selling  or  dis¬ 
posing  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday,  and  avowing  the 
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determination  of  the  Magistrates  to  enforce  the  laws  relating 
to  this  subject. 

In  also  enclose  a  communication  received  this  morning 
from  the  Coroner  relating  to  the  death  of  Doctor  William 
McCaffrey. 

You  are  aware  gentlemen  of  the  outrages  committed  on 
Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  of  last  week,  but 
when  you  last  met  it  was  not  known  that  death  had  in  any 
instance  resulted  from  these  disorders. 

Doctor  William  McCaffrey,  while  engaged  in  the  peaceful 
exercise  of  his  profession,  was  assaulted  and  beaten  in  the 
public  streets,  and  died  on,  Friday  the  26th  inst.  of  wounds 
received  from  some  peftkm  or  persons  unknown. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  municipal  authorities  to 
take  all  proper  measures  to  detect  and  punish  all  outrages 
on  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens,  I  submit  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  the  propriety  of  offering  a  reward  for  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  this  atrocious  outrage. 

Whether  the  public  good  requires  that  extraordinary  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  resorted  to  for  the  detection  of  those  who 
committed  the  various  other  acts  of  violence  alluded  to ;  or 
Whether  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Mayor  to  issue  a 
Proclamation  and  offer  a  reward  in  any  future  cases  which 
may  occur  of  interruptions  of  the  public  peace  ;  I  submit  for 
your  consideration. 

C,  W.  LAWRENCE. 


New-York,  June  29th,  1835. 

To  the  Honourable  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence ,  Mayor,  fyc. 

My  Dear  Sir— Agreeably  to  your  request  I  transmit  a 
statement  of  the  principal  facts  connected  with  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  person  of  Dr.  William  McCaffrey,  which 
has  unfortunately  resulted  in  his  death. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  certificate  rendered 
to  me  by  Drs.  William  J.  Macniven,  Hugh  Sweeney,  and 
David  L.  Rogers,  the  Physicians  who  made  the  post  mortem 
examination  of  the  deceased — “  As  the  result  of  this  exami- 
“  nation  the  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  late  Dr. 
(l  McCaffrey  came  by  his  death  in  consequence  of  the 
“  wounds  of  his  head  and  chest.” 

From  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  evidence  taken 
before  me  it  appears,  that  on  Sunday  evening  the  21st 
instant,  the  deceased  left  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  Macgun- 
nigal,  No.  Ill  Anthony-street,  between  8  and  9  o’clock,  to 
visit  a  patient  at  No.  108,  nearly  opposite — a  short  distance 
from  the  door  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  stone  or  brickbat, 
on  attempting  to  rise  he  was  furiously  assailed  and  beaten 
with  clubs.  The  deceased  stated  in  conversation  with  his 
brother,  that  he  was  attacked  by  a  number  of  persons,  none 
of  whom  could  he  identify,  and  that  he  was  entirely  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  cause  of  the  assault.  He  died  about  10  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  Friday  the  26th  instant. 

The  verdict  of  the  jury  was — “  That  the  deceased  came 
“  to  his  death  by  reason  of  blows  inflicted  on  his  head  and 
“  chest  by  some  persons  unknown  to  the  jurors.” 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SCHUREMAN,  Coroner, 


The  following  Resolution  was  presented  by  Alderman 
Labagh,  and  adopted  by  both  Boards  : 

Resolved ,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  anc  requested  to  issue  a  Proclamation  and  offer 
a  Reward  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  apprehension 
and  conviction  ol  the  person  or  persons  engaged  in  the  Riot 
on  Sunday  night,  and  who  assaulted  and  beat  Dr.  William 
McCaffrey,  which  caused  his  death  on  Friday  the  26th  ins#. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  29. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  6,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves ,  #-c.  'presented  the  following 
Report  on  the  Petition  to  fillup  the  Slip  on  the  south¬ 
westerly  side  of  Rector-street ,  and  to  build  a  Bulkhead 
on  the  line  of  West-street ,  which  was  Adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  Was  referred  the  annexed  Petition  of  Peter 
Schermerhorn,  and  Stephen  Whitney,  asking  permission  of 
the  Common  Council  to  fill  up  the  Slip  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Rector-street,  and  to  build  a  Bulkhead  on  the  outer 
line  of  West-street,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

The  Petitioners  are  proprietors  of  water  grants,  at  and 
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adjoining  Rector-street,  but  which  water  grants  do  not  ex¬ 
tend  out  as  far  as  the  established  line  of  West-street. 

The  state  of  the  basin  at  that  place  is  such,  having  become 
filled  up  with  wash  from  the  streets,  as  to  be  exceedingly  of¬ 
fensive,  and  particularly  so  at  low  tides,  so  that  no  reasona¬ 
ble  doubt  can  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of  filling  it  up  and 
building  the  Bulkhead  on  the  line  of  West-street ;  the  only 
point  of  difficulty  is  upon  what  terms  the  additional  grants 
shall  issue  from  the  Corporation  to  these  proprietors  so  as  to 
perfect  out  their  title  to  the  intermediate  land  lying  between 
their  present  grants  and  the  line  of  West-street,  and  in  order 
satisfactorily  to  adjust  this  question,  some  time  must  neces¬ 
sarily  elapse.  Meanwhile  the  preservation  of  the  public 
health  calls  for  some  immediate  action  to  abate  the  existing 
nuisance,  which  can  only  be  effected  by  filling  up  with 
clean  earth  the  slip  in  question  ;  and  in  order  to  this  end  the 
Committee  would  propose  to  the  Board  the  expediency  of 
permitting  the  Petitioners  to  construct  the  necessary  Bulk¬ 
head  and  to  fill  up  at  their  own  cost,  so  as  to  remedy  the  ex¬ 
isting  evil,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  leaving  the  question  of  the  terms  on  which  the 
water  grants  shall  hereafter  be  issued  for  future  settlement. 
The  case  is  an  urgent  one,  demanding  immediate  attention, 
and  the  Committee  are  not  aware  that  any  evil  can  arise 
from  permitting  it  to  take  this  course.  The  following  Re¬ 
solution  is  offered  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proprietors  of  the  water  grants  front¬ 
ing  on  the  slip  next  immediately  adjoining  to  and  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Rector-street,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  at  their  own  cost  and  charge,  to  build  a  Bulk¬ 
head  across  the  said  slip,  on  the  westerly  line  of  West-street, 
and  to  fill  up  the  intermediate  space  with  good  and  whole¬ 
some  earth  ;  the  said  work  to  be  commenced  forthwith, 
and  prosecuted  with  all  reasonable  speed. 

Provided  nevertheless ,  That  this  permission  shall  not  be 
construed  as  committing  in  any  manner  or  form  the  rights 
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of  the  Corporation  in  the  premises,  but  they  shall  remain  as 
full  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  this  permission 
had  not  been  granted. 

SAMUEL  PURDY  )  Committee  on  Wharves 
SILAS  M.  S  TIL  WELL,  \  and  PubJjc  Lands  and 
)  Places. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  15. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  20,  1835. 


The  following  Law  in  relation  to  Guagers  in  the 
city  of  New-  York ,  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  'printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


A  LAW 

Relating  to  Guagers  in  the  City  of  New-  York. 

TITLE  I. 

Of  the  Appointment  of  Guagers  and  their  Duties. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows  : — 

§  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  competent  and  proper  persons  to  be  known 

as  and  called  Guagers  in  and  for  the  city  of  New-York, 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
said  Common  Council. 
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§  2.  No  person  shall  exercise  the  office  ot  Guager,  by 
are  used  in  °ihe  guaging  any  saleable  or  Exciseable  Liquors  for 
charter.  any  private  person  or  persons,  without  having  received 
an  appointment  from  the  Common  Council,  under  a 
penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 

The  importers  §  3.  The  last  preceding  section  shall  not  be  con- 
quors  &  oil  are  strued  to  prevent  any  public  officer  appointed  by  this 
statute  to  guage  state  from  guaging  in  the  legal  discharge  of  his  official 
duties. 

§  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Guager  wheft  re¬ 
quired,  to  make  a  return  of  the  several  quarter  casks, 
barrels,  hogsheads  and  tierces  guaged  by  them  respec¬ 
tively,  and  to  mark  on  each  vessel  with  some  durable 
material  in  legible  figures,  the  quantity  contained  therein, 
together  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  Guager. 

§  5.  If  any  Guager  shall  be  unable  in  consequence  of 
sickness  or  other  disability,  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  he  may  with  the  approbation  of  the  Mayor,  ex¬ 
pressed  in  writing,  employ  a  discreet  sober  man  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  duties  of  his  office  during  such  disability. 

§  6.  The  person  appointed  in  the  place  of  any 
Guager,  by  virtue  of  the  last  preceding  section  of  this 
title,  shall  take  oath  faithfully  to  perform  his  trust ;  and 
the  Guager  in  whose  stead  such  person  is  deputed,  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  official  conduct  of  such  substitute. 

§  7.  If  any  Guager  shall  neglect  to  attend  in  person 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  (except  in  case  of  sickness  or 
other  disability,)  or  shall  ask,  demand  or  receive  any 
greater  compensation  for  his  services  than  is  allowed  in 
and  by  the  Second  Title  of  this  Law,  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  fifty  ^dollars. 

§  8.  The  several  Guagers  who  have  been  apppoint- 
ed  by  the  Common  Council  since  the  first  day  of  May 
last,  shall  continue  to  discharge  the  office  of  Guagers  in 
and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  during  the; 


61 


[Doc.  No.  15. 

pleasure  of  the  said  Common  Council,  and  shall  be 
considered  amenable  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  Law. 


TITLE  II. 

§  1.  The  Guagers  in  and  for  the  city  of  New-York, 
shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  for  their  services 
the  following  fees,  namely, — 

For  Guaging  and  Ullaging  Standing  Casks 
Ullaging 

Guaging  Lying  Casks 
Guaging  Quarter  Casks 
Barrels  or  Half  Barrels  4 
Ullaging  do. 

§  2.  In  all  cases  the  fees  of  the  Guagers  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  shall  be  paid  the  one  half  by  the  buyer  and 
the  other  half  by  the  seller,  but  the  employer  shall  be 
liable  for  the  payment  thereof  in  the  first  instance. 


It  is  suggested  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to  insert 
a  clause  requiring  the  several  Guagers  to  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  their  fees,  and  that  an  equal  distribution  of 
the  same  be  made  once  a  month — this  will  operate  upon 
all  equally  and  prevent  a  monopoly  of  the  business  by 
two  or  three  Guagers,  as  is  said  to  be  the  case  now. 

J.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 
Attorney  to  the  Corporation. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  16. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY,  20  1835. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and 
Alms  House ,  and  Special  Committee  on  BlackwelVs 
Island  and  Long  Island  Farm ,  in  relation  to  the  erection 
of  a  Building  on  the  Farm ,  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  and  also  the 
Special  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  Resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  hereunto  annexed,  direct¬ 
ing  “the  contractors  for  the  buildings  now  erecting  on  the 
Long  Island  Farms,  to  delay  the  raising  of  the  same,  until 
the  further  order  of  the  Common  Council  therein.” 

REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  consider  the  subject  as  a  very  im 
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portantone,  and  they  have  taken  pains  to  examine  the  premi¬ 
ses,  and  collected  such  facts  in  relation  to  it,  as  they  deem  ne¬ 
cessary  to  communicate  to  the  Board  for  their  information 
and  upon  which  information,  they  can  act  accordingly  upon 
the  subject.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  the  year  1831,  the 
Corporation  purchased  the  Long  Island  farms,  containing 
about  230  acres,  at  an  expense  of  $27,000,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  locating  our  poor  children  upon  them,  many  of 
whom  at  that  time  were  afflicted  with  the  disease,  called  op- 
thalmia  ;  that  subsequently  three  large  buildings  have  been 
erected  to  accommodate  the  children  ;  these  buildings,  with 
other  improvements,  have  cost  the  city  about  $18,000  ;  that 
owing  to  an  increase  of  children,  our  predecessors  deemed  it 
right,  and  proper,  to  erect  those  additional  buildings,  (now  in 
question)  of  a  sufficient  size,  so  as  to  provide  not  only  for 
(their  and)  our  immediate  wants;  but  to  answer  the  objects 
intended  for  years  to  come,  and  which  from  their  capacity, 
they  no  doubt  will. 

Proposals  for  building  these  houses;  were  issued  by  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  and  an  agreement 
or  contract  entered  into  by  them  on  the  part  of  the  Corpora- 
ration,  with  Messrs.  Topping  &  Wetmore,  to  erect  a  frame 
building  85  feet  front,  by  45  feet  deep,  with  a  rear  building 
100  hundred  feet  by  35  feet,  according  to  the  plan  and  sped- 
cifications,  annexed  to  the  agreement.  The  said  Topping  & 
Wetmore  to  do  all  the  work  and  to  find  all  the  material,  (save 
and  except,  laying  the  foundation  wall,  and  providing  the 
stone  for  the  same,  which  the  Commissioners  agreed  to  do,)> 
for  the  sum  of  $8,900,  to  be  paid  by  the  Commissioners  in. 
three  equal  payments ;  one  third  part  when  the  buildings- 
are  framed ;  one  third  part  when  the  buildings  are  enclosed, 
and  the  residue  or  third  part,  when  the  buildings  shall  be  en¬ 
tirely  completed  according  to  contract.  The  said  Topping 
and  Wetmore  to  erect  and  finish  the  buildings  in  three 
months  after  the  foundation  is  built,  and  ready  for  the  frames. 
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The  materials  and  workmanship  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Superintendant  of  Repairs,  for  the  time  being,  and  he  is 
authorised  to  settle  all  disputes,  arising  out  of  said  contract, 
and  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  contract  on  "the  part 
of  Topping  &  Wetmore.  The  Commissioners  took  Satis¬ 
factory  security— Contract  bears  date,  January  22d,  1835. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  necessity  of  thecase, 
the  increased  number  of  the  children,  and  their  daily  accu¬ 
mulation,  together  with  the  fact  that  fifty  of  them  are  placed 
in  one  of  the  garrets  to  sleep,  that  the  Commissioners  were 
warranted  in  building  other  houses  for  their  accommoda¬ 
tion.  The  external  wall  of  both  buildings  as  well  as  the 
several  partition  walls  (agreed  to  be  built  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners)  are  all  complete  and  ready  for  the  frames;  the 
foundation  walls  were  built  by  Mr.  Howe ,  aud  his  bill  alone 
for  mason  and  labor  work  amounts  to  $958,  exclusive  of  the 
materials,  which  were  furnished  by  the  Commissioners,  he 
estimates  the  value  or  cost  of  the  foundation  walls  as  they 
now  stand  at  $2500 ;  they  were  finished  and  ready  to  receive 
the  frames  on  the  first  day  of  June  last.  Mr.  Wetmore,  the 
carpenter,  states,  that  he  had  provided  the  materials  neces¬ 
sary,  and  would  have  gone  on  with  the  buildings  and  finished 
them  according  to  his  contract,  in  three  months,  but  for  the 
orders  received  from  some  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  to  stop  all  work  until  further  orders ;  that  he  re¬ 
ceived  such  orders  about  the  the  middle  of  June  last.  Your 
Committee  consider  the  Long  Island  Farms  a  delightful  situa¬ 
tion,  and  every  way  suited  to  the  accommodation  of  our 
children,  having  a  mile  in  extent  fronting  upon  the  East 
River,  disconnected  from  all  other  institutions  of  a  public 
nature,  and  at  the  same  time  contiguous  to  Blackwell’s  Island 
and  the  Bellevue  establishment;  at  all  times  easy  of  access 
from  either  of  those  places,  and  can  be  with  more  ease  and 
convenience  managed  and  attended  to  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Alms  House,  to  which  department  they  belong,  sub- 
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ject,  however,  to  the  controul  and  direction  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  Farms  are  at  present  well  managed,  and  produce 
every  variety  of  vegetables,  as  well  as  an  abundance  of  milk 
and  butter,  for  the  immediate  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  our  poor  children  located  there.  We  have  at  this 
hme  about  460  children  on  the  farms,  from  two  months  to 
ten  years  of  age. 

The  Long  Island  Farms,  as  they  now  stand,  including  the 
cost  of  the  present  buildings,  may  be  fairly  valued  at  $57,000, 
in  this  estimate  we  have  not  included  any  money  expended 
for  fencing,  ditching,  or  otherwise  improving  the  land,  but 
the  sum  actually  invested  and  laid  out  by  the  Corporation  ; 
the  greatest  part  of  this  sum  is  in  the  several  buildings  we 
have  erected  there,  exclusive  of  all  labor,  whether  performed 
by  convicts  or  others. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  stated  in 
this  Report,  that  the  public  good  requires  that  the  buildings 
now  erecting  on  Long  Island  Farms,  be  completed  without 
delay ;  and  they  offer  the  following  Resolutions  for  adoption. 

Resolved.—' That  this  Board  non-concur  with  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  to  delay  the  raising  the  frames  in  the  buildings 
now  erecting  on  the  Long  Island  Farms. 

Resolved. — That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House 
direct  the  Contractors  for  the  buildings  on  the  Long  Island 
Farms,  to  proceed  forthhwith  in  the  erection  of  the  same, 
according  to  the  contract,  and  that  all  proper  means  be  made 
use  of  to  hasten  their  completion. 


D.  BANKS, 

G.  NIXON, 

JOHN  J.  LABAGH, 
JAMES  FERRIS, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
EGBERT  BENSON, 


Committee  on  Charity 
and  Alms  House ,  and 
Special  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  17. 


BOARD  OF  ALUBRMEIf, 

JULY,  20,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands ,  Spc.  on  the  Petition  of 
sundry  persons  to  lay  out  the  Public  Square  from  31s* 
to  34  th  street ,  presented  the  following  Report  which  was 
Adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  Memorial  of  sundry  persons,  pro¬ 
prietors  of  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  contemplated  square, 
at  Murray’s  Hill,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  laying  out  the  same,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  on  the  30th  of  April  1833,  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  state  was  passed,  directing  the  appropriation  and  set- 
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ting  apart  of  certain  lands  lying  between  31st  and  34th 
streets,  and  being  on  both  sides  of  the  4th  Avenue,  as  a  Pub¬ 
lic  Square,  and  it  is  finally  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  act 
into  effect  that  the  Memorialists  now  apply. 

The  very  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  preparing  their  lands  for  occupation,  and  consequent¬ 
ly  the  laying  out  of  the  Public  Square  by  which  their  lands 
are  to  be  bounded,  is  urged  by  the  petitioners  as  a  reason  for 
their  present  application,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  is  not  without  its  weight,  as  the  time  appears  to  have  ar¬ 
rived  in  which  it  is  expedient  to  lay  out  the  square  above- 
mentioned,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  that 
the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land  may  regulate  and  prepare 
their  lots  for  building.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  the 
entire  expense  of  purchasing  the  land  to  form  the  square, 
will  be  assessed  on  the  surrounding  proprietors,  no  part  being 
chargeable  on  the  public  treasury. 

The  following  Resolution  is  offered : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Public  Square  between  Thirty-first 
and  Thirty-fourth  streets,  and  lying  on  both  sides  of  the 
Fourth  Avenue,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed 
April  30th,  1833,  (apian  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,)  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  directed  to  be  formed  and  laid  out ; 
and  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  is  instructed  to  make  the 
proper  application  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  for  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  carry  this  resolution  into 
effect. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  „ 

JOHN  W.  LAMB,  (  committee  on  Public 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  )  Lands  aiyi  Places. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  £8. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  20,  1835. 


Tbe  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  on 
the  plan  for  regulating  the  Streets  and  Avenues  at  Har¬ 
lem,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  with  a  plan 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Avenues  and  Streets  at  Harlaem 
from  109th  to  135th  street,  and  from  the  9th  Avenue  to  the’ 
Harlaem  River,  respectfully 

REPORT  : 

That  m  order  to  give  as  general  notice  as  possible  to  all 
persons  concerned,  they  caused  public  notice  to  be  given 
through  the  daily  papers,  and  a  very  considerable  number  of 
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persons,  ‘owners  of  land  comprised  within  the  above  mem 
tioned  limits,  helve  examined  the  line  of  graduation  as  deli¬ 
neated  on  the  plan,  and  have  very  generally  expressed  them¬ 
selves  as  being  satisfied  with  the  proposed  arrangements  for 
the  regulations  as  laid  down. 

In  two  instances  only  have  the  proprietors  expressed  any 
dissatisfaction  in  respect  to  the  proposed  changes  of  the  sur¬ 
face,  and  in  both  those  cases  alterations  have  been  made  to 
meet  the  views  expressed  by  those  parties,  so  that  it  is  now 
understood  to  meet  with  entire  approbation. 

The  main  leading  feature  in  the  proposed  plan  as  exhibi¬ 
ted  therein  >  is  so  to  arrange  the  regulations  as  to  involve  the 
least  possible  change  of  the  surface,  consistent  with  provid¬ 
ing  the  proper  means  of  drainage,  so  as  to  furnish  dry  and 
commodious  sites  for  building,  and  also  to  be  promotive  of 
the  general  health.  Your  Committee  are  induced  to  believe 
that  in  respect  of  these  points,  the  plan  promises  all  reasona¬ 
ble  assurance  of  success. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the  plan  also  proposes 
an  exterior  line  on  the  margin  of  the  Harlaem  River,  as  the 
line  to  which  it  will  be  proper  to  issue  the  water  grants,  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  be  applied  for  by  the  owners  of 
the  next  adjacent  upland. 

This  line  in  a  great  measure  follows  the  channel  of  the 
river,  and  in  this  manner  will  provide  for  a  proper  depth  of 
water  at  the  wharves  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  be 
erected. 

Advantage  has  also  been  taken  of  the  natural  make  of  the 
land,  to  direct  the  flow  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  water 
immediately  to  river,  while  on  the  southwestern  side  of  the 
plain  it  has  been  directed  towards  a  natural  depression  of 
the  land,  extending  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the  isl¬ 
and,  where  it  may  ultimately  be  conveyed  either  by  an  open 
passage  or  a  covered  sewer,  as  may  hereafter  be  found  ad¬ 
visable,  and  either  of  these  modes  may  be  adopted  at  the 
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proper  time  without  in  the  smallest  degree  interfering  with 
the  proposed  elevations  of  the  streets. 

Having  to  their  full  satisfaction  investigated  this  matter, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  the  proposed  plan  is  a  judicious 
one,  and  in  this  view  they  are  sustained  by  the  almost 
unanimous  expression  of  the  parties  concerned.  They 
therefore  offer  to  the  Board  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  plan  presented  by  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  regulating  the  Avenues  and  Streets  of  Harlaem 
from  109th  to  135th  street,  and  from  the  9th  Avenue  to  the 
Harlaem  River,  and  providing  for  an  exterior  line  on  the 
Harlaem  river,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Committee  on  Streets. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


r: 


DOCUMENT  NO.  19. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY,  20,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands ,  and  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  Petition  of  sundry  persons  to  carry  into  imme¬ 
diate  effect  the  Ordinance  for  improving  Union  Placet 
presented  the  following  Report ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Pla¬ 
ces,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  memorial  of  sundry 
persons,  owners  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Union  Place,  ask¬ 
ing  the  Common  Council  to  carry  into  immediate  effect,  the 
ordinance  for  enclosing  and  embellishing  the  said  place,  re¬ 
spectfully 

REPORT: 

That  shortly  after  the  above  mentioned  ordinance  was 
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passed,  plans  were  drawn  under  the  direction  of  the  Street 
Commissioner,  exhibiting  various  modes  of  construction  for 
a  granite  stone  coping,  with  suitable  columns  and  ornamen¬ 
tal  iron  railing,  to  enclose  Union  Place,  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  Street  Com¬ 
missioner  was  instructed  to  advertise  for  estimates  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  work. 

Owing  to  the  very  great  increased  demand  for  cut  stone 
work,  and  especially  for  the  better  and  more  durable  kinds 
of  granite,  but  two  offers  could  be  procured,  even  after 
much  pains  ,  was  taken  to  procure  them,  and  both  these 
were  very  far  above,  any  price  that  had  been  anticipated,  so 
much  so,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  forming  any  con¬ 
tract,  based  on  them,  inasmuch,  as  the  sum  which  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  Common  Council  to  defray  the  charges 
consequent  on  this  work,  viz  : — $15,000,  was  found  to  be 
wholly  insufficient,  and  this  had  been  produced  from  the 
very  sudden  and  unexpected  rise  in  the  article  of  cut 
granite. 

Attempts  have  been  made  a  second  time,  by  a  new  adver- 
tisment,  addressed  to  the  various  stone  dealers  in  New  York, 
and  elsewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  oflers  to  execute 
this  work  on  such  terms  as  would  come  within  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation. 

On  this  renewed  advertisement,  but  three  offers  have  been 
received,  and  these  are  without  any  diminution  of  the  prices 
as  stated  in  the  first  offerings. 

Hence,  although  the  sum  appropriated,  will  be  sufficient  to 
precure  the  stone  coping  and  gate  pillars,  yet  a  further  sum 
will  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  iron  railing,  and  to  defray 
the  charges  of  the  graduation  and  pavement,  of  those  parts 
of  Union  Place,  which  will  fall  On  the  public. 

The  Committee  regret  exceedingly,  the  delays  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  still  injust¬ 
ice  to  themselves,  they  are  compelled  to  say,  they  have  ari- 
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sen  from  a  very  unexpected  state  of  things,  and  which  has 
been  produced  by  causes  wholly  beyond  their  control. 

Under  these  embarassing  circumstances,  and  with  an  en¬ 
tire  conviction  of  the  indispensible  necessity  of  proceeding 
with  this  great  work,  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
section  of  the  city,  the  Committee  find  it  necessary  to  ask  for 
a  further  appropriation  of  money,  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  have  the  contracts  closed,  and  the  work  put  in  train  of 
execution,  and  with  this  view,  they  offer  the  following  reso¬ 
lution. 

Resolved ,  That  a  further  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars, 
be '  appropriated  to  complete  the  necessary  expenditure  for 
granite  coping,  iron  railing,  and  otherwise  improving  Union 
Place. 

SAML.  PURDY, 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 

JOHN  W.  LAMB, 


i  Committee  on  Wharves  and 
Public  Lands  and  Places. 


■ 


DOCUMENT  NO.  20. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY,  20,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  in  relation  to  the  regulation  of  that 
part  of  the  city  which  lies  between  V&th  and  23 d  streets , 
the  ls£  Avenue  and  the  East  River  ;  also  the  new  exte¬ 
rior  line  in  place  of  Tompkins-street,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report,  which  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Act  of 
the  Legislature  entitled  “  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Mayo*, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- York  to  alter 
and  regulate  the  plan  of  part  of  the  said  city,”  passed  May 
11th,  1835,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  the  said  act  relates  expressly  to  that  part  of  the  city 
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which  lies  between  13th  street  and  23d  street,  the  First 
Avenue  and  the  East  River,  and  gives  power  to  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  to  adopt  such  plan  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient 
for  the  regulation  thereof.  It  also  authorises  them  to  desig¬ 
nate  where  the  permanent  exterior  line  or  street  to  the  east¬ 
ward  of  that  part  of  the  city  shall  be,  in  place  of  so  much  of 
Tompkins-street  as  is  now  laid  out  to  the  eastward  thereof 
on  the  map  of  the  city. 

The  application  to  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  this 
act  originated  in  certain  proceedings  which  took  place  ,  here¬ 
tofore  in  the  Common  Council  in  reference  to  the  permanent 
regulation  of  that  part  of  the  city.  The  Committee  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  give  the  following  statement  of  those 
proceedings  to  enable  the  present  members  of  the  Common 
Council  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  subject. 

In  the  year  1832  a  Resolution  was  offered  in  the  Board  of 
Assistants  by  Mr.  Bruen,  then  the  Assistant  Alderman  from 
the  15th  Ward,  requiring  the  Street  Commissioner  to  devise 
and  report  to  the  Common  Council  a  plan  for  the  perma¬ 
nent  regulation  of  that  part  of  the  city  lying  between  14th 
street  and  23d  street,  the  Third  Avenue  and  the  East  River. 
This  Resolution  having  been  adopted,  the  then  Street  Com¬ 
missioner,  Judge  Wright,  presented  a  Report  on  the  12th 
November  1832,  accompanied  with  a  plan  or  map  of  that 
section  of  the  city,  and  containing  his  views  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  regulating  the  same  ;  also  suggesting  the  adoption 
of  a  new  exterior  line  much  nearer  the  natural  shore  of  the 
river  than  Tompkins-street. 

This  Report  together  with  the  lithographic  copy  of  the 
map  referred  to  in  it,  will  be  found  as  Document  No.  51, 
under  date  of  November  12th,  1832,  in  the  printed  docu¬ 
ments  ;  a  copy  of  it  is  also  annexed  hereto,  to  which  the 
Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  for  the  particulars  of  the  plan 
so  proposed. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  the  Corporation  had  in  the 
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year  1825  issued  a  grant  for  the  land  under  water  laying  be¬ 
tween  high  water  mark  and  the  proposed  line  of  Tompkins- 
street  and  extending  from  14th  to  23d  street,  and  as  this 
water  grant  had  been  predicated  upon  the  old  plan  of  that 
part  of  the  city,  and  had  given  rights  to  the  grantees  and 
their  assigns,  extending  out  to  Tompkins-street,  and  there¬ 
fore  inconsistent  with  the  new  plan  as  suggested  by  the 
Street  Commissioner,  it  became  necessary  in  adopting  such 
new  plan,  to  guard  against  the  embarrassments  which 
might  otherwise  arise  from  the  terms  and  extent  of  such 
grant.  Accordingly  it  will  be  found  that  when  the  plan 
proposed  by  Judge  Wright  was  referred  to  the  Street  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  (having  been  previously 
adopted  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,)  that  Committee  after 
recommending  in  strong  terms  the  merits  of  the  said  plan 
offered  a  Resolution  that  the  same  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  whenever  the  parties  holding  the  water 
grants  between  15th  and  23d  streets  should  enter  into  such 
legal  covenants  in  relation  to  surrendering  their  said  grants 
bounded  by  Tompkins-street,  and  taking  out  new  ones 
bounded  by  the  new  line  proposed  to  be  adopted  as  the  ex¬ 
terior  line  of  that  part  of  the  city,  and  making  provision  for 
an  exterior  street  therein,  as  should  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Common  Council,  and  should  deposit  the  same  in  the  Street 
Commissioner’s  office.  The  said  Report  of  the  Street  Com¬ 
mittee  will  be  found  among  the  printed  documents  as  No.  65, 
under  date  of  January  7th,  1833,  a  copy  of  it  is  also  hereunto 
annexed. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1833,  the  said  Report  and  Reso¬ 
lution  were  finally  adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  who 
thereby,  so  far  as  they  had  the  power,  ratified  and  approved 
of  the  plan  proposed  by  Judge  Wright,  and  assented  to  such 
measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
whenever  the  parties  owning  or  interested  in  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  water  grant  should  execute  the  necessary  covenants. 
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An  act  of  the  Legislature  was  however  requisfte  to  effect 
this  change  in  the  plan  of  the  city,  Tompkins-street  being 
already  by  law  the  exterior  line  or  street,  and  the  several 
streets  from  14th  to  23d  street  inclusive,  being  extended 
thereto  on  the  map  or  plan  of  the  city.  This  act  however 
could  not  be  applied  for  until  the  proper  covenants  had  been 
prepared  and  executed  by  the  proper  parties  having  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  water  grant  above  mentioned.  The  said  grant 
was  made  originally  to  John  Flack  and  Nicholas  Gouver- 
neur,  but  had  become  the  property  of  Alexander  M.  JBruen, 
subject  a  to  mortgage thereonheldby  Matthias  Bruen— a  draft 
of  the  covenants  to  be  executed  by  those  gentlemen  prior  to 
making  application  to  the  Legislature,  was  prepared  by  the 
Counsel  and  submitted  to  the  Common  Council  for  their 
approval,  and  a  Resolution  was  passed  on  the  4th  of  March 
last  approving  thereof.  On  the  9th  of  April  last  another  Re¬ 
solution  was  passed  directing  the  Counsel  to  prepare  a  Law 
to  alter  the  said  exterior  line  in  conformity  with  the  above 
mentioned  plan,  and  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  in  the  usual 
mode  for  the  passage  thereof,  whenever  the  Messrs.  Bruen 
should  have  executed  the  said  covenant,  and  on  the  11th 
day  of  April  last  the  instrument  as  prepared  by  the  Counsel 
was  duly  executed  by  those  gentlemen. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Report  of  the  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner  in  1832,  would  have  been  specifically  adhered  to  in 
the  application  to  the  Legislature,  if  another  Resolution  had 
not  been  passed  in  Common  Council  before  such  application 
could  be  made.  On  the  13th  of  April  last,  Mr.  Bruen,  de¬ 
sirous  that  the  Common  Council  should  not  be  tied  down  to 
that  precise  plan  in  regulating  that  portion  of  the  city,  in¬ 
troduced  a  Resolution  directing  an  application  to  be  made  to 
the  Legislature  to  grant  authority  to  the  Common  Council  to 
arrange,  regulate  and  alter  in  such  manner  as  they  might 
thereafter  direct  the  map  of  the  city  between  Thirteenth-street 
and  Twenty-third  street,  the  First  Avenue  and  the  East 
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River.  The  said  Resolution  was  passed  and  approved  of  by 
the  Mayor  on  the  14th  of  April  last,  and  such  application 
having  been  accordingly  made  to  the  Legislature,  the  act  of 
which  a  copy  is  hereunto  annexed  was  passed. 

The  Committee  would  now  refer  to  the  instrument  which 
has  been  executed  by  Mr.  Alexander  M.  Bruen  as  owner, 
and  by  Mr.  Matthias  Bruen,  as  mortgagee  of  the  premises 
embraced  in  the  water  grant,  and  which  is  deposited  in  the 
Street  Commissioner’s  office. 

By  that  instrument,  those  gentlemen  have  covenanted 
with  the  Corporation  that  whenever  the  exterior  line  of  that 
part  of  the  city  above  mentioned  which  is  designated  and 
proposed  in  and  by  the  plan  of  the  Street  Commissioner 
herein  before  referred  to,  shall  have  been  duly  established 
as  such  by  law ,  they  will  surrender  the  said  water  grant 
and  the  premises  thereby  conveyed,  and  their  right,  title  and 
interest  therein  to  the  end  that  the  said  water  grant  may  be 
cancelled, and  that  the  Corporation  may  be  re-invested  withthe-g 
title  to  the  said  property  and  premises,  upon  condition  how¬ 
ever  that  the  Corporation  shall  grant  unto  them,  or  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  they  may  direct  and  appoint,  a  new 
grant  with  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  present  one 
under  which  they  hold,  excepting  only  a  reservation  that 
15th,  16th,  17th,  18th,  19th,  20th,  21st  and22d  streets  shall 
terminate  at  the  line  so  proposed  by  the  said  plan  as  the  ex¬ 
terior  line  for  that  part  of  the  city,  and  that  such  rights  and 
privileges  shall  not  extend  beyond  or  to  the  eastward  of  such 
exterior  line. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  said  covenant  has  refer¬ 
ence  only  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Report  of  the  Street 
Commissioner  in  1832,  and  not  to  any  other  mode  of  regu¬ 
lating  that  part  of  the  city,  or  of  bounding  it  by  an  exterior 
line,  which  the  Common  Council  might  now,  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  power  conferred  by  the  annexed  act  of  the  Legislature 
think  proper  to  adopt.  If  they  should  adopt  any  other  plan 
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the  covenant  obtained  from  Messrs.  Bruen  would  be  wholly 
inoperative  ;  and  independent  of  this  reason,  the  Committee 
consider  the  plan  as  proposed  by  Judge  Wright  to  be  free 
from  all  objection. 

They  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  should  now  under  the  said  act  of  the  Legislature,  adopt 
the  said  plan  proposed  in  1832,  and  approved  of  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  in  1833,  it  being  understood  however  that  such 
adoption  is  to  depend  upon  the  fulfilment  by  Messrs.  Bruen 
of  their  covenant,  of  which  the  Committee  do  not  entertain 
any  doubt. 

They  couclude  therefore  by  offering  the  following  Reso¬ 
lution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  plan  for  the  regulation  and  laying  out 
of  that  part  of  the  city  of  New- York  which  lies  between  Thir¬ 
teenth-street  and  Twenty-third  street,  the  First  Avenue  and 
the  East  River,  which  was  reported  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  on  the  12th  November  1832,  by  Benjamin  Wright,  then 
Street  Commissioner,  and  approved  of  by  a  Resolution  pass¬ 
ed  in  Common  Council  on  the  8th  of  February  1833,  be 
adopted :  and  that  the  permanent  exterior  line  or  street  to 
the  eastward  of  such  part  of  the  said  city,  in  place  of  that 
part  of  Tompkins-street  which  now  lies  or  is  laid  out  to  the 
eastward  thereof  on  the  present  map  or  plan  of  the  said  city, 
be  designated  and  directed  to  be  according  to  the  said  plan 
so  reported  and  approved  of.  Provided ,  that  the  grant  exe¬ 
cuted  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1825,  to  John  Flack,  and  Nicholas  Gouverneur, 
for  certain  land  under  water  laying  between  high  water 
mark  and  Tompkins-street,  and  between  Fourteenth  and 
Twenty-third  streets,  be  duly  surrendered  and  cancelled, 
according  to  the  terms,  conditions  and  covenants  contained 
in  a  certain  instrument  executed  by  Alexander  M.  Bruen, 
and  Matthias  Bruen,  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
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monalty,  bearing  date  the  11th  day  of  April,  1835,  and  de¬ 
posited  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  office. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  21. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY,  27,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Laws  presented  the  following  Report 
in  relation  to  the  late  Charter  Election  for  the  15th 
Ward,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table  and  directed 
to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
John  I.  Morgan  and  others,  contesting  the  late  Charter  Elec¬ 
tion  of  the  15th  Ward,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  made  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  of 
the  allegations  in  the  said  Petition,  that  they  caused  notice  to 
be  given  to  the  petitioners  and  the  parties  interested,  that  a 
great  number  of  witnesses  in  favor  of  and  against  the  peti- 
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tion  have  been  examined  before  your  Committee  under  oath, 
whose  testimony  have  been  reduced  to  writing  by  your 
Committee. 

That  it  appears  from  such  evidence  that  in  conducting 
the  said  election  some  irregularities  occurred  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  departure  from  the  directions  of  the  election  law,  and 
which  evince  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors,  but 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  did  not  change  the 
result,  or  affect  the  validity  of  the  election. 

Upon  the  effect  of  another  irregularity  which  is  also  in- 
evidence  before  the  Committee,  they  are  neither  inclined? 
nor  prepared  to  express  an  opinion,  but  deem  it  their  duty 
to  present  all  the  evidence  which  relates  to  the  subject  to  this,. 
Board,  in  order  that  they  may  decide  whether  it  is  sufficient 
to  render  the  election  void. 

The  third  specification  of  the  petitioners  is  as  follows,  viz : 

“  That  a  person  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Prink,  not  legally 
«  appointed,  acted  as  an  Inspector  unfil  near  eleven  o’clock 
«  of  the  first  day,  and  had  charge  and  possession  of  the  keys 
«  of  the  ballot  boxes  and  one  of  the  same.” 

The  testimony  given  in  relation  to  this  charge  was  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz  : 

By  ANDREW  L.  IRELAND — I  was  an  Inspector  of  the, 
15th  Ward  Election  in,  April  1835.  Jacob  Prink,  John  L. 
Moson,  and  myself  were  sworn  in  on  the,  first  day.  Mr.  Ma¬ 
son  administered  the  oath  to  the  other  two,  and.  I  adminis¬ 
tered  the  oath  to  Mason.  I  appointed  Mr.  Mason  chairman, 
to  which  he  assented,  and  I  think  Mr.  Prink  assented.  Prink 
acted  as  inspector  abopt  2  or  3  hours.  J.  L.  Mason  had: 
charge  of  the  Charter  Box  during  the  time  Mr.  Prink  acted 
as  Inspector,  and  received  the  tickets  from  the  voters.  Mr. 
Prink  had  the  Mayor’s  Box,  and  did,  not  act  in  regard  to  the 
Charter  Box.  All  he  did  was  to.  receive  the  votes  for  Mayor 
and  put  them  in  the  box. 

By  HE1NRY  S.,  MEEKS— Mr.  Ireland  and  Mr.  Prink 
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were  present  before  Mr.  Mason  came.  Ireland  swore  Prink 
and  Prink  swore  Ireland  about  8  o’clock.  When  Mr.  Ma¬ 
son  arrived  he  took  from  his  pocket-book  the  form  of  an  oath 
which  he  read  to  Ireland  and  Prink  and  swore  them,  and 
Ireland  then  swore  Mason,  This  was  before  any  thing  was 
done  as  to  receiving  votes. 

Mr.  Prink  sometimes  received  tickets  from  voters  and 
handed  them  to  the  others.  He  passed  upon  some  as  good 
voters.  Prink  left  as  Inspector  about  11  o’clock. 

By  ANDREW  J.  WALKER — Prink  left  as  Inspector  about 
10  o’clock.  I  heard  Richardson  object  to  Prink’s  serving  as 
Inspetor.  He  handed  the  law  to  Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  Mason 
then  requested  Prink  to  retire. 

By  JOHN  W.  RICHARDSON — I  am  a  voter  in  the  15th 
Ward.  I  was  present  at  half  past  10  on  the  14th  April  at 
the  poll.  I  found  Mason,  Ireland  and  Prink,  acting  as  In¬ 
spectors.  I  voted  3  tickets,  gave  them  to  Mason.  He  hand¬ 
ed  one  to  Prink  and  one  to  Ireland.  I  then  went  out,  and 
sent  for  the  election  law.  I  returned  to  the  room  and  in¬ 
quired  who  that  was  ?  pointing  to  Mr.  Prink  ?  and  stated 
that  he  had  no  right  there  and  referred  to  the  election  law. 
I  stated  to  Mr.  Mason  that  Prink  should  not  act  as  Inspector. 
Mr.  Mason  said  he  was  appointed  last  night  by  the  Common 
Council.  I  replied  they  did  not  meet.  Mason  then  asked 
Prink  who  appointed  him.  First  he  said  he  did  not  know, 
then  he  said  he  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Bruen  and  Stillwell.— 
I  then  protested  against  Prink  acting  as  Inspector,  and  said  I 
considered  the  election  void.  Afterwards  I  saw  Prink  take 
votes.  This  was  about  twenty  minutes  before  11  o’clock, 
Prink  had  charge  of  the  Mayor’s  box.  In  ten  minutes  after¬ 
wards,  I  returned,  and  Prink  was  setting  down  behind  the 
Inspectors.  He  did  not  act  afterwards,  The  vote  of  witness 
at  that  time  was  the  127th  vote. 

By  JOHN  L.  MASON — After  arriving  at  the  room,  I  ad¬ 
ministered  the  oath  as  chairman  to  Ireland,  and  Ireland 
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swore  me.  I  also  swore  Prink,  supposing  him  to  be  an  In¬ 
spector  appointed  the  evening  before  at  the  joint  ballot,  the 
Assistant  Alderman  having  agreed  to  appoint  him  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Blatchford.  I  had  the  charter  box  in  the  cen¬ 
tre,  Ireland  was  on  the  right,  behind  the  water  box,  Prink 
was  on  the  left,  behind  the  Mayor’s  box.  1  received  all  the 
votes  while  Prink  was  there,  took  the  names  of  the  electors 
and  examined  them  when  necessary.  I  do  not  remember 
that  Prink  questioned  the  electors  at  all.  I  do  not  think  he 
did.  When  we  were  satisfied  a  vote  ought  to  go  in,  I  distri¬ 
buted  the  tickets.  I  put  in  the  charter  tickets  myself,  Prink 
the  Mayor  tickets,  and  Ireland  the  water  tickets. 

By  JACOB  PRINK— I  was  called  upon  on  Saturday  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  election  by  two  gentlemen  to  act  as  Inspector,  I 
declined  doing  it.  They  asked  me  to  go  to  Riley’s,  and  I 
went.  They  urged  me  to  serve,  and  after  much  persuasions 
I  consented  to  serve  as  Inspector.  I  thought  Mr.  Bruen  had 
power  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  that  therefore  I  was  legally 
appointed  by  them.  I  went  to  the  poll  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  boxes  were  brought  in  by  Ferris,  and  the  law  was 
taken  out  of  them.  After  a  few  minutes  the  person  present 
said  it  was  time  the  poll  was  open.  Mr.  Ireland  and  my¬ 
self  undertook  to  officiate,  and  Ireland  administered  the  oath 
to  me  and  I  to  him.  After  a  few  minutes  .Mason  came  in, 
before  we  took  any  tickets.  What  Mr.  Mason  has  stated  as 
to  opening  the  poll  is  correct.  I  remained  there  till  about 
1-4  past  10  o’clock.  I  was  assailed  by  some  man  now  pre- 
sent. 

At  Riley’s  there  was  present,  Mr.  Bruen,  Glenthworth, 
Mason ;  about  10  or  15  were  present.  It  was  put  to  vote 
and  carried  there  that  I  should  be  Inspector.  So  far  as  I 
was  able  to  judge,  they  were  all  Whigs  present.  I  supposed 
that  these  persons  would  recommend  me  to  the  Alderman 
and  Assistant,  and  that  they  would  have  me  appointed.  John 
L.  Ireland  and  J.  B.  Lester  called  on  me  to  go  to  the  meetr 
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ing,  Ireland  was  chosen  Assessor,  and  Lester  Collector.  I 
did  not  take  any  charter  tickets  while  I  acted.” 

The  following  comprises  all  the  evidence  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Your  Committee  in  closing  their  Report,  unite  in  exonera¬ 
ting  the  Inspectors  from  any  charge  of  intentional  miscon¬ 
duct,  and  they  believe  that  whatever  errors  they  may  have 
committed,  they  have  throughout  acted  in  good  faith. 

With  a  view  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  speedy  decision, 
your  Committee  recommend  that  this  Board  hear  the  peti¬ 
tioners  and  others  on  the  question  herewith  submitted,  and 
for  that  purpose  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  will  hear  the  petitioners  and 
others  interested  in  the  late  charter  election  of  the  15th 
Ward,  and  either  by  Counsel  or  otherwise,  on  Wednesday 
the  fifth  day  of  August,  at  6  o’clock,  P.  M.  on  the  question 
before  this  Board,  whether  the  third  specification  contained 
in  the  said  petition,  if  proved,  is  sufficient  to  render  the  elec¬ 
tion  void. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ERASTUS  BARNES,  ?  Committee  on 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  \  Laws. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JULY  27,  1835. 

Alderman  Barnes  presented  the  following  Resolution, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Wheras  the  Indexes  in  the  Registers  Office  of  Conveyan¬ 
ces,  have  become  exhausted,  and  the  interests  of  said  office  in 
a  suffering  condition  in  consequence  thereof. 

Resolved  therefore ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  of  both  Boards,  (if  the  Hon.  Board  of  Assistant  Al¬ 
dermen  concur  herein,)  with  power  forthwith  to  furnish 
said  Indexes. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

AUGUST  3,  1835. 


The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  above 
Resolution  relative  to  furnishing  Indexes  for  the  Regis¬ 
ters  Office,  presented  the  following  Report. 


The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
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annexed  Resolution  relative  to  furnishing  the  Registers  Of¬ 
fice  with  Indexes  for  Conveyances, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  find  on  inquiry  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  incumbents  of  tMt  office,  to  furnish  at  'their  own  pri¬ 
vate  expense,  books  for  the  recording  of  Conveyances  and 
Mortgages,  and  also  all  the  stationary  for  the  use  of  said  of¬ 
fice. 

The  only  reason  for  this  that  your  Committee  are  aware 
of  is,  the  very  liberal  income  derived  from  the  office,  for  in 
strictness,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  every  book  and 
paper  placed  in  that  office,  belongs  to  the  public,  and  ought  to 
be  paid  for  by  the  public,  there  being  no  obligation  imposed 
by  law  on  the  Register  to  provide  them. 

The  only  duty  imposed  on  him  is,  to  do  certain  specific 
services,  for  which  he  receives  a  certain  specific  compensa¬ 
tion. 

It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  the  fact  of  the  income  of 
the  office  being  very  large,  forms  no  reason  why  the  incum¬ 
bent  should  be  subjected  to  expenses  not  imposed  on  him  by 
law,  though  it  may  be  a  good  ground  for  Legislative  inter¬ 
ference,  by  reducing  the  fees,  dividing  the  office,  making  a 
Register  of  <  Deeds,  and  also  a  Register  of  Mortgagees,  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  salary  office,  or  by  any  other  mode  which  may  be 
deemed  more  advisable ;  this,  however,  is  a  matter  with 
which  your  Committee  have  IMe  to  do. 

The  present  incumbent  Mr.  Bunn,  expresses  his  entire 
willingness  to  take  upon  himself  all  the  expenses  which  have 
been  borne  by  his  predecessors,  such  as  purchasing  Books 
for  recording  of  Conveyances,  Stationary,  &c.  but  as  the 
Indexes  for  Conveyances  are  an  item  of  considerable  ex¬ 
pense,  and  are  to  last  probably  from  one  to  two  hundred  years, 
he  is  unwilling  to  assume  the  expense,  as  but  a  small  portion 
of  them  can  come  into  use  during  his  term  of  office.  In  this 
your  Committee  fully  concur  with  Mr.  Bunn.  Indeed  they 
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cannot  refrain  from  expressing  an  opinion  of  the  impropriety 
of  permitting  books  in  which  deeds  and  mortgages  are  re¬ 
corded  to  be  provided  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  incumbent, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  intended  to  last  for  centuries,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  of  the  best  workmanship  and  the  best 
of  materials,  and  it  is  surely  not  the  interest  of  the  officer  to 
provide  such.  Your  Committee  however  know  not,  but  in 
point  of  fact,  they  have  done  so,  not  having  looked  into  the 
subject. 

As  the  immediate  procurement  of  these  Indexes  are  very 
important  to  the  interests  of  that  office,  your  Committee  do 
not  see  any  mode  preferable  to  that  of  referring  to  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  of  both  Boards  with  power ,  as  proposed  in 
the  original  resolution.  They  therefore  recommend  its 
adoption. 

ERASTUS  BARNES,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  \  tmance  Com~ 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH.  )  mtttee- 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  August  3,  1835. 

“  “  “  “  Assistants  August  5,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  August  7, 1835. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  23. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Laws  on  the  Petition  of  sundry  persons 
in  relation  to  abuses  in  measuring  and  weighing  Char¬ 
coal  presented  the  following  Report ,  which  was  read , 
laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Laws,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  Petition  of  Job  Haskell,  Charles  Mahan,  Jedediah 
B.  Hull,  and  Francis  Esquirol,  praying  relief  from  certain 
abuses  therein  specified,  relating  to  the  measuring  and  vend¬ 
ing  of  Charcoal, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  after  an  investigation  and  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
your  Committee  are  satisfied,  that  the  business  of  carting  and 
measuring  Charcoal  is  monopolized  by  a  few  of  the  measur- 
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ers,  to  the  manifest  oppression  and  injury  of  all  the  resi¬ 
due. 

This  monopoly  from  its  very  nature  leads  to  improper  and 
unjust  practices,  various  instances  of  which  have  already 
occurred,  as  your  Committee  are  credibly  informed  and  be¬ 
lieve. 

For  the  purpose  therefore  of  putting  an  end  to  these  un¬ 
just  and  improper  practices,  and  securing  as  far  forth  as  may 
be  practicable,  justice  to  the  public,  and  equality  among  the 
measurers,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  Ordinance. 


AN  ORDINANCE 

Regulating  the  Measuring  of  Charcoal  in  the  city  of 
New-  York. 

1st.  The  Common  Council  shall  appoint  a  Measurer  Gen¬ 
eral,  and  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  twenty-seven 
Measurers  of  Charcoal,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 

2nd.  If  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  the  purchaser  and 
seller,  or  between  either  of  them  and  the  measurer,  respect¬ 
ing  the  measure  of  any  charcoal,  such  dispute  shall  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Measurer  General,  whose  determination  shall 
be  final. 

3rd.  The  Measurer  General  is  hereby  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired  to  superintend  the  measurers  appointed  under  this 
Ordinance,  and  to  allot  to  each,  as  equitable  a  portion  of  the 
measuring  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit ;  and  the  said 
measurers  are  required  to  follow  such  instructions  or  direc¬ 
tions,  as  they  or  either  of  them,  may,  from  time  to  time  re- 
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ceivefrom  the  Measurer  General,  in  relation  to  the  duties  re¬ 
quired  of  them  by  law. 

4th.  The  fees  for  measuring  Charcoal  shall  be,  and  con¬ 
tinue  at  the  preseut  rate  established  by  law,  namely,  one 
cent  a  bushel,  to  be  paid  one  half  by  the  buyer  and  one  half 
by  the  seller ;  but  shall  be  paid  by  the  employer  in  the  first 
instance,  and  shall  be  divided  equally  among  the  measurers, 
including  the  Measurer  General,  appointed  under  this  Ordi¬ 
nance. 

5th.  The  weighers  shall  account  to,  or  pay  over  to  the 
Measurer  General,  on  Saturday  of  each  week,  the  fees  re¬ 
ceived  by  them  respectively ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Measurer  General  immediatelv  to  make  a  fair  and  equal  ad¬ 
justment  and  distribution  of  the  fees  so  received,  between 
himself  and  the  said  measurers. 

6th.  The  present  Measurers  of  Charcoal  shall  continue  to 
hold  and  exercise  their  offices,  until  the  appointments  are 
made  under  this  Ordinance,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
Common  Council. 

7th.  Any  person  attempting  to  exercise  the  duties  of  Mea¬ 
surer  of  Charcoal,  without  being  duly  appointed  and  author¬ 
ized  by  the  Common  Council,  and  having  taken  upon  him¬ 
self  the  oath  of  office,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  offence 
Fifty  Dollars. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ERASTUS  BARNES  ) 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  \ 


Committee  on 
Laws ,  $*c. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  24. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


The  Committee  oit  Laws ,  8fc.  to  whomwas  ref  vrred  the  Peti¬ 
tion  of  the  City  Weighers  in  relationto  unauthorised  per¬ 
sons  performing  the  duties  of  that  office  to  the  exclusion 
of  those  who  are  regularly  appointed ,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report  and  Amendment  to  the  Law  in  relation 
to  Weighmnsters ,  which  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Laws,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  petitition  of  divers  City  Weighers,  and  other  citi¬ 
zens,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  grievance  of  having 
the  duties  of  said  office  usurped  by  persons  who  do  not  hold 
the  office,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  that  do, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  your  Committee  regret  that  any  class  of  our  fellow  citi- 
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zens,  should  so  far  lose  sight  of  their  own  interest,  as  to  rise 
in  opposition  to  any  existing  law  of  the  land ;  but  your 
Committee  are  informed  and  believe  that  the  practice  of 
weighing  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  by  unappointed 
and  unauthorised  persons  does  exist,  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  and  that  therefore  some  action  is  called  for  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  for  consideration 
the  following  Ordinance,  to  wit : 

1st.  No  person  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Weighmaster, 
by  weighing  any  article  for  any  private  person  or  persons, 
without  having  received  an  appointment  from  the  Common 
Council ,  or  the  Governor  and  Senate  of  this  state,  under  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  offence. 

2nd.  Every  person  making  a  return  of  articles  weighed  by 
him,  who  is  not  a  legally  appointed  Weighmaster,  according 
to  the  preceding  section,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  of¬ 
fence  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

3rd.  The  second  section  of  Title  First  Of  “  the  law  regu¬ 
lating  Weighmasters  and  Measurers  in  the  city  ofNew- 
York ,”  is  hereby  repealed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ERASTUS  BARNES, 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  25. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


"The  Committee  on  Laws ,  <$*c.,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Resolution  directing  them  to  enquire  and  Report 
the  name  of  the  person  legally  entitled  to  hold  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Clerk  of  the  Upper  Police ,  fyc.,  presented  the 
folloxoing  Report ,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Laws,  &c.,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  annexed  Resolution,  directing  them  to  enquire  and 
report  the  name  of  the  person  now  legally  entitled  to 
hold  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Upper  Police,  and  the  best 
course  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  any  other  from  interfer¬ 
ing  in  the  duties  thereof. 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  subject  refer- 
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red  to  them  by  the  said  Resolution,  and  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  facts. 

Prior  to  the  year  1832,  there  was  but  one  Police 
office  in  this  city ;  nor  was  there  any  provision  by  law 
for  more  than  one.  The  act  entitled  “  An  Act  to  re- 
p^S'23o.(1813)  duce  several  la w§  relating  particularly  to  the  City  of 
New  York,  into  one  Act,”  passed  April  9th  1813,  recog¬ 
nized  such  police  office  and  provided  for  the  appoint- 
paSV97.ed  of  a  clerk  thereof.  The  first  section  of  Title 

1st,  Chapter  5th  of  the  1st  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
also  declared  that  there  should  be  appointed  a  Clerk 
of  the  Police  office  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
pag7iw.1832’  °n  the  26th  ofMarch>  1832,  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
was  passed  making  it  lawful  for  the  Common  Council 
to  establish  an  office  as  a  branch  of  the  Police  office 
.  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  any  part  of  the  city  north 
of  Grand  street,  and  declaring  that  the  same  when  es¬ 
tablished,  should  for  all  legal  purposes  be  deemed  a 
Police  office  of  said  city. 

No  provision  was  made  by  the  last  mentioned  Act 
for  the  appintment  of  a  derk  of  such  branch  on  addi¬ 
tional  Police  office,  but  the  Common  Council  from  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  made  or  assumed  to  make  such  an 
appointment,  when  such  additional  Police  office  was  es¬ 
tablished  ;  and  on  the  27th  of  June,  1832,  a  Resolu¬ 
tion  \yas  passed  to  appoint  Joshua  L.  Pell  such  Clerk. 

It  would  seem  that  the  validity  of  this  appointment 
as  one  creating  an  officer  known  to  the  law,  was  doubt¬ 
ed  by  the  Common  Council ;  for  in  the  early  part  of  the 
next  session,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature 
page  9 -i4833,  f°r  Passage  °f  “  an  act  relative  to  the  powers  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  Po¬ 
lice  and  Criminal  Courts  of  the  said  city,”  in  which  act 
as  applied  for  and  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1833,  there  is  a  section  authorizing  the 
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the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  eity  of 
New  York,  to  appoint  one  or  more  clerks  of  the  Police 
office  for  the  said  city  when  they  should  deem  it  expe¬ 
dient. 

Under  the  power  conferred  by  the  last  mentioned 
act,  the  Common  Council  on  the  6th  of  August,  1834, 
appointed  Herman  Ruggies  to  be  the  clerk  of  the  upper 
Police  office ;  and  at  the  same  time  passed  a  Resolution 
to  remove  Mr.  Pell  from  that  situation.  Mr.  Pell 
has  however  refused  to  vacate  such  office,  and  per¬ 
sists  in  holding  it  and  performing  the  duties,  alleging 
that  he  was  appointed  for  the  constitutional  term  affixed 
to  the  office  of  clerk  of  Police,  to  wit,  four  years, 
and  that  the  Common  Council  have  no  power  to  re¬ 
move  him  until  such  term  shall  have  expired.  Mr. 

Ruggies  has  also  so  far  as  he  has  been  able,  assum¬ 
ed  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and  the  conse- 
sequences  of  this  collision  have  been  mischievous  and 
disagreeable. 

Upon  the  foregoing  facts,  the  Committee  are  of  opin¬ 
ion,  that  whatever  the  effect  of  Mr.  Pell’s  appointment 
in  1832  may  have  been,  as  a  matter  of  contract  between 
him  and  the  Corporation,  such  appointment  did  not  con¬ 
stitute  him  a  Clerk  of  the  Police  Office  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  there  being  at  the  time  no  legal  provision  for  the 
appointment  or  existence  of  more  than  one  such  officer 
in  this  city.  They  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Ruggies  in  1834,  created  him  a  Clerk  of  the 
Police  Office  for  this  city,  (the  Common  Council  having 
at  the  time  of  such  appointment,  power  by  law  to  make 
the  same)  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  hold  said  office  un¬ 
til  the  expiration  of  four  years  from  the  date  of  his  com¬ 
mission. 

In  examining  this  subject,  the  Committee  have  con- 
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sidered  the  important  question  to  be,  Who  is  the  legal 
officer  as  between  the  two  claimants  ? 

The  immediate  object  of  the  enquiry  is,  to  determine 
upon  the  person,  whose  acts  as  the  incumbent  of  an  of¬ 
fice  created  by  a  law  of  the  State,  can  be  deemed  valid 
and  legal,  and  they  consider  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
January  23rd,  1833,  conclusive,  to  shew  that  without 
Legislative  authority  the  Common  Council  had  not  the 
power  to  appoint  an  additional  Clerk  of  the  Police ;  con¬ 
sequently,  that  Mr.  Pell’s  appointment  as  such  officer,  in 
a  legal  and  technical  sense,  anterior  to  the  passage  of 
that  act,  was  void,  and  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Rug- 
gles  subsequent  to,  and  under  the  authority  of  that  Act 
was  valid. 

It  is  urged  by  Mr.  Pell,  that  his  appointment  was  made 
for  four  years,  and  his  commission  is  to  that  effect.  How 
far  this  circumstance  may  give  him  any  rights  of  ano¬ 
ther  character,  or  whether  the  Common  Council,  by 
whom  his  appointment  was  made,  had  legally  the  power 
to  confer  such  an  employment  upon  him  for  a  term  ex¬ 
tending  beyond  their  own  term  of  political  existence,  or 
what  effect  the  Resolution  passed  on  the  6th  of  August 
1834,  removing  him  from  his  situation,  may  have  had 
as  between  him  and  the  Corporation,  are  questions 
which  the  Committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  on ;  but  they  feel  certain  that 
the  legality  of  his  appointment  or  the  validity  of  his  acts 
cannot  in  any  respect  be  strengthened  by  or  depended 
upon,  the  nominal  term  for  which  the  appointment  or 
commission  given  to  him,  purported  to  run. 

The  Committee  are  also  directed  to  enquire  and  re¬ 
port  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  adopted,  to  prevent  any 
other  person,  except  the  legal  incumbent  of  the  said  of¬ 
fice,  from  interfering  with  the  duties  thereof.  As  res¬ 
pects  Mr.  Pell,  they  cannot  but  hope  that  if  the  opinion 
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herein  expressed  by  them,  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Comihon  Council,  he  will  see  the  propriety  of  not  inter¬ 
fering  further  with  the  said  office ;  they  would  however 
suggest,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Magistrate  presiding  in 
the  Police  Office,  to  prevent  any  improper  interference 
by  any  unauthorised  person  with  the  concerns  of  his 
Court  or  the  duties  of  the  Clerk  thereof;  and  they  pre¬ 
sume  that  the  decision  of  the  Common  Council  as  to  the 
identity  of  such  Clerk,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the 
Special  Justice  sitting  in  the  Upper  Police  Office,  to  ex¬ 
ercise  his  authority  in  this  respect.  If  this  course  should 
not  prove  effectual,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
an  indictment  for  a  misdemeanor  would  lie  against  any 
person  illegally  intruding  upon  the  said  Office  or  inter¬ 
fering  with  its  concerns,  and  a  quo  warranto  would  ef¬ 
fectually,  though  in  a  less  summary  mode,  dispose  of  the 
whole  difficulty. 

For  the  present,  however,  the  Committee  would  re¬ 
commend  that  the  Special  Justices  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  this  report,  that  they  may  govern  themselves  in 
respect  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Upper  Police  accor¬ 
dingly. 

The  following  Resolutions  are  respectfully  submitted. 

Resolved ,  That  Herman  Ruggles  is  the  person  now 
legally  entitled  to  hold  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Upper 
Police. 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report  and  the  Reso¬ 
lutions  offered  therewith,  be  furnished  to  the  Special 
Justices,  for  preserving  the  peace  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 


ERASTUS  BARNES,  )  n 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  >  CoPm'ltee  on 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH.  )  Laws> 


DOCUMUNT  NO.  26. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


The  following  Communication  was  received  from  the  Wa¬ 
ter  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  locating  Sites  for 
Reservoirs ,  and  referred  to  the  Street  Committee. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  city,  of 
New-  York. 

The  Water  Commissioners  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re¬ 
present,  that  in  prosecuting  the  plan  for  supplying  the  city 
with  pure  and  wholeseme  water,  they  have  deemed  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  locate  in  the  Twelfth  Ward  the  several  Reservoirs 
that  may  be  requisite  for  the  purpose. 

The  rapid  extension  of  the  city  limits,  and  the  prevailing 
wish,  as  manifested  by  the  applications  to  your  honorable 
body,  to  have  the  streets  and  avenues  in  the  Twelfth  Ward 
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thrown  open,  has  been  a  principal  inducement  with  the 
Commissioners  to  hasten  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject  of 
locating  the  Reservoirs,  before  the  streets  and  avenues  run¬ 
ning  through  the  land  proper  for  sites,  shall  be  opened  and 
declared  public  highways. 

In  making  the  necessary  examinations  (with  a  view  to  the 
aforesaid  object,)  of  the  several  pieces  of  land  sufficiently  ele¬ 
vated  to  preserve  a  height  of  water  from  100  to  120  feet 
above  tide,  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  a  fortu¬ 
nate  circumstance,  that  property  belonging  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  has  been  found  possessing  all  the  necessary  requisites, 
both  as  to  situation  and  height  for  the  purpose. 

The  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use,  unless  by 
the  free  consent  of  the  owner,  is  at  all  times  unpleasant,  and 
when  it  can  be  avoided  without  injury  to  the  main  object,  as 
in  the  present  case,  the  Commissioners  think  it  ought  to  be 
done,  and  they  have  no  doubt  your  honorable  body  will  so 
decide.  The  project  too  of  supplying  this  city  with  pure 
and  wholesome  water,  being  one  in  which  every  citizen  and 
member  of  the  Corporation  is  deeply  interested,  not  only  in 
its  successful  termination  by  which  their  health  and  comfort 
may  be  promoted,  but  in  the  large  debt  which  must  neces¬ 
sarily  accrue,  and  for  the  security  of  which  the  property  of 
the  whole  city  is  a  guarantee.  The  fee  of  most  of  the  land 
required  as  sites  for  reservoirs  being  vested  in  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  or  citizens  generally,  and  the  money  required  to  com¬ 
plete  the  project;  of  supplying  the  city  with  water,  constitut¬ 
ing  a  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which,  the  property  of  the 
Corporation  and  citizens  must  be  bound,  it  would  seem  to  be 
a  matter  of  course,  that  the  land  owned  by  the  Corporation, 
adapted  to  the  purpose,  should  be  applied  in  furtherance  of 
the  project  for  which  the  debt  must  be  created,  in  preference 
to  purchasing  property  of  the  same  description  horn  private 
owners. 

The  sites  for  the  Reservoirs  alluded  to  above,  and  which 
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the  Commissioners  propose  should  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  works,  are  as  follows : 

1st.  So  much  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation  as 
lay  between  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Avenues  and  79th  and 
86th  streets. 

This  site  is  intended  for  large  Storing  Reservoirs,  or  as  a 
recipient  of  the  water  on  its  first  leaving  the  conduit,  where 
it  may  be  left  at  rest  for  a  sufficient  time  to  deposite  any  earthy 
substance  which  may  be  combined  with  it,  and  from  thence 
flow  on  to  the  distributing  reservoir  in  a  pure  state. 

The  blocks  of  land  included  within  the  above  limits  are 
numbered  on  the  map  of  the  Common  Lands  as  167,  168, 
169,  170,  171,  172,  and  173.  Number  170  is  held  in  fee  by 
Hickson  W.  Field,  as  executor  of  Moses  Field,  deceased,  and 
the  fee  of  172  is  held  by  William  Mathews.  All  the  other 
blocks  are  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  upon  which  there 
is  no  incumbrance  whatever.  The  right  to  the  fee  of  170 
and  172  will  have  to  be  extinguished  by  the  Commissioners, 
either  by  purchase  at  private  sale  or  by  the  intervention  of 
referees  as  provided  by  the  statute. 

2d»  So  much  of  the  land  also  belonging  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  as  lie  between  the  Third  and  Fourth  Avenues,  and  67th 
and  69th  streets.  The  blocks  are  numbered  112  and  117 
on  the  map  of  the  Common  Lands,  and  are  known  as  a  part 
of  the  Hamilton  square  lots.  This  property  is  free  from 
lease  or  other  incumbrance,  except  a  small  piece  occupied 
by  St.  James’  Church,  and  is  intended  as  a  site  for  a  distribu¬ 
ting  reservoir  for  that  part  of  the  city. 

3d.  Also  so  much  of  the  Corporation  land  heretofore  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  cemetary,  but  never  used  as  such,  the  soil 
proving  too  wet  for  the  purpose,  and  which  lays  between 
the  fifth  and  sixth  Avenues  and  40th  and  42d  streets,  and 
includes  blocks  number  16, 17  and  18  on  the  map  of  the  com¬ 
mon  lands.  This  property  is  likewise  free  from  lease  or  other 
incumbrance,  and  is  intended  as  a  site  for  a  distributing 
reservoir  for  the  City,  laying  south  and  west  of  it. 
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For  a  more  particular  designation  of  the  several  sites,  the 
Commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying , 
this  communication,  the  numbers  on  which,  correspond  with 
those  above  stated. 

The  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation  that  will  be  requi¬ 
red  for  this  great  work,  is  now  in  the  use  and  occupation  of 
the  Almshouse  Department,  and  will  not  be  wanted  for  the 
erection  of  the  reservoirs  for  several  years,  or  perhaps  not 
before  the  Almshouse  shall  be  removed  to  some  other  loca¬ 
tion  than  the  present.  It  is  nevertheless  very  important  that 
the  land  required  for  these  reservoirs,  should  be  placed  in  a 
condition  that  will  prevent  it  from  being  appropriated  to  oth¬ 
er  purposes ;  and  in  order  to  effect  this  object,  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  respectfully  request  that  the  Common  Council  will 
pass  an  ordinance,  reserving  so  much  of  the  land,  the  fee  of 
which  is  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
pity  of  New  York,  as  is  included  in  the  above  named  limits, 
and  designated  on  the  accompanying  maps  ;  and  also  grant¬ 
ing  the  Water  Commissioners  authority  to  erect  on  the  said 
sites  the  necessary  reservoirs,  whenever  the  work  shall  have 
so  far  progressed  as  to  require  their  ueoand  occupation; 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  By  order  of  the 
Board. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  Chairman. 

Office  of  the  Water  Commissioners ,  ) 

/September  4,  1835.  \ 


BOOTMS2MT  W,  27. 


BOARD  OF  AliDFMMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


The  Ferry  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition 
of  the  Fulton  Ferry  Company  to  place  two  additional 
Boats  for  passengers  on  that  Ferry ,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report  in  favor,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and, 
directed  to  beprinted. 

J.  MCRTON,  Clerk. 


The  Ferry  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition 
from  the  Lessees  of  Fulton  Ferry  on  the  subject  of  making 
further  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers 
crossing  at  said  Ferry, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  the  accommodation  for  the  transportation  of  passen¬ 
gers  at  Fulton  Ferry  has  long  been  a  source  of  general  com¬ 
plaint.  The  intercourse  between  this  city  and  the  city  of 
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Brooklyn  has  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  boats  now 
used  on  said  Ferry  are  insufficient,  and  not  adapted  for  the  / 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  numerous  persons  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  crossing  thei'e.  Your  Committee  have  had 
several  interviews  with  the  proprietors  of  said  Ferry,  who  are 
willing  and  desirous  of  adding  two  more  good  and  sufficient 
steamboats  at  said  Ferry  for  the  accommodation  of  passen¬ 
gers  only,  provided  this  Corporation  will  furnish  the  neces¬ 
sary  accommodation  at  Fulton  slip,  by  granting  to  them  the 
berth  now  occupied  by  Fulton  Steamboat  Company  on  the 
westerly  side  of  pier  No.  21,  adjoining  the  present  Ferry. — 

This  arrangement  can  be  made  without  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  privileges  of  any  person. 

It  will  be  necessary  also  to  extend  the  northeasterly  pier  on 
the  Brooklyn  side,  about  forty  feet  into  the  river,  which  will 
give  sufficient  room  there  for  these  additional  boats.  The 
depth  of  water  including  the  mud  is  from  25  to  30  feet  to 
high  water  mark,  and  it  is  proposed  to  sink  a  block  20  by  30 
feet,  and  to  build  a  bridge  of  the  same  dimensions,  the  cost  of 
which,  will  be  about  $1400  :  this  is  an  expenditure  which 
the  Corporation  are  bound  to  make  under  the  present  lease 
to  this  Company.  In  said  lease  it  is  also  provided  that  they 
furnish  by  a  certain  day  two  steamboats,  to  be  constantly 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  passengers,  &c.  and  a  sub¬ 
sequent  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  by  appraisement 
of  such  boats  as  may  be  in  actual  use  on  said  Ferry  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term,  the  lessees  think  this  last  clause  rather 
ambiguous,  and  might  lead  to  litigation.  According  to  the 
lease  two  steamboats  only  are  mentioned,  consequently  the 
Corporation  might  object  to  the  appraisement  of  a  greater 
number,  although  actually  used  and  employed  on  the  ferry 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term.  To  avoid  any  difficulty  of 
this  nature,  your  Committee  recommend  that  these  two  ad¬ 
ditional  boats  be  appraised  in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
Fulton  Ferry  Lease.  We  therefore  offer  the  following  Re¬ 
solutions  : 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Fulton  Ferry  Company  are  hereby 
authorised  to  furnish  two  good  and  substantial  steam  ferry 
boats,  adapted  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  only,  and 
to  be  kept  constantly  employed  for  that  purpose ;  said  boats 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  Ferry  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  westerly  side  of  pier  No.  21  be  and  it 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Fulton  Ferry  Com¬ 
pany  at  a  rent  of  $1500  a  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  northeasterly  pier  of  the  Fulton  Fer¬ 
ry  Company  at  Brooklyn,  be  extended  forty  feet,  by  sinking 
a  block  20  feet  by  30,  and  building  a  bridge  of  the  same  di¬ 
mensions,  and  that  the  Street  Commissioner  advertise  for 
proposals,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  completion  of  said 
work,  that  $1400  be  and  it  is  hereby  appropriated  and  for 
that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  these  two  additional  boats  be  appraised 
in  the  same  manner  as  specified  in  the  Fulton  Ferry  Lease. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  prepare  a  con¬ 
tract  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  Report  and  Resolu¬ 
tions. 

JOHN  LOVETT, 

FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR. 


, 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  28. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Markets  presented  the  following  Re¬ 
port ,  and  a  Law  to  amend  the  Law  to  regulate  the 
Public  Markets ,  which  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table  and 
directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MCRTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  Markets 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT  : 

That  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  evil  of  unlicensed 
butchers  selling  meat  at  shops  in  various  parts  of  the  city  in 
open  violation  of  the  law,  they  have  had  under  consideration 
the  subject  of  introducing  into  the  Markets  a  class  of  butch¬ 
ers  who  should  be  authorised  to  sell  meats  by  the  quarter  on 
terms  similar  to  those  granted  to  persons  bringing  meat  from 
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the  country.  As  the  evil  which  they  desire  to  remedy,  con¬ 
cerns  deeply  the  interests  of  the  licensed  butchers  who  oc¬ 
cupy  stalls  in  the  markets,  they  have  had  several  conferences 
with  a  committee  duly  appointed  at  a  general  meeting  of 
butchers  relative  to  this  subject. 

The  sense  of  the  said  licensed  butchers  having  been  taken 
as  to  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  measure,  a  majority  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of  it, 
and  their  executive  committee  have,  after  due  enquiry  as¬ 
certained  and  informed  the  Market  Committee,  that  74 
butchers  of  the  proposed  class  might  under  good  and  whole¬ 
some  restrictions,  be  thus  permitted  and  be  distributed 
among  the  various  markets  in  certain  proportions  which  they 
have  advised.  This  it  is  thought  would  include  all  those 
persons  now  keeping  shops  who  are  qualified  and  eligible, 
as  well  as  others  who  have  been  brought  up  to  the  business 
of  a  butcher  and  who  are  desirous  of  following  it. 

Your  Committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  mea¬ 
sure  should  be  tried.  It  has  been  found  almost  impossible 
to  enforce  the  law  against  the  persons  selling  meat  at  shops, 
and  many  of  those  against  whom  judgment  have  been  ob¬ 
tained,  have  been  discharged  from  the  penalty  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council.  It  is  also  very  desirable  to  provide  some 
mode  in  which  young  men  who  have  served  regular  appren¬ 
ticeships  to  their  business  and  can  follow  no  other,  and  who 
have  not  the  means  to  procure  stalls,  may  pursue  their  oc¬ 
cupation  without  violating  the  law. 

The  plan  now  proposed  will  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  obviate  many  objections  which  have  been  made 
against  the  present  system  of  regulating  the  butchers  of  this 
city,  and  silence  the  complaints  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
been  necessarily  excluded  from  the  markets,  and  have  urged 
that  fact  in  justification  of  their  infringements  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  they  should  be 
authorised  to  grant  permits  to  such  persons  as  they  may 
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deem  well  qualified  to  sell  meat  by  the  quarter  in  the  several 
markets,  assigning  to  each  one  his  proper  stand  ;  and  that 
tms  class  of  butchers  should  be  known  as  permit  butchers 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  licence  butchers  who  occupy 
stalls.  For  this  purpose  aft  Ordinance  of  the  Common 
Council  is  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  Market  Committee, 
although  they  have  the  entire  controul,  direction  and  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  Markets  and  Market  Places ,  have  no  power 
to  alter  the  existing  law  with  respect  to  butchers,  which  ex¬ 
pressly  prohibits  any  person  from  exercising  the  trade  of  a 
butcher  within  this  city  without  being  licenced  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  They  have  therefore  caused  an  Ordinance  for  this 
purpose  to  be  prepared,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  and 
they  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Law  to  amend  the  Law  to  regulate 
Public  Markets,  a  draught  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  be 

passed. 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 
GEORGE  CLINCH, 
BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND. 


A  LAW 

To  amend  the  Law  to  regulate  Public  Markets. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  Market  Committee  are  hereby  authoris¬ 
ed  to  grant  permits  in  writing  to  such  and  so  many  persons 
as  they  may  think  properly  qualified,  to  sell  meat  by  the 
quarter  in  such,  parts  of  the  several  markets  respectively  as 
they  may  designate  for  that  purpose  ;  and  to  recall  and  annul 
such  permits  at  pleasure.  But  no  such  permit  shall  be 
granted  to  any  person  who  may  at  the  same  time  hold  a 
license  from  the  Mayor,  to  exercise  the  trade  or  business  of 
a  butcher. 

§  2.  All  persons  having  received  such  permits  shall  be 
known  and  designated  as  permit  butchers ,  and  shall  be  au¬ 
thorised  to  exercise  and  carry  on  the  trade  and  business  of  a 
butcher,  and  to  sell  meat  by  the  quarter  at  such  stands  or 
places  as  may  be  assigned  to  them  for  that  purpose  respec¬ 
tively  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Market  Committee, 
but  not  elsewhere. 


DOCUMEMT  NO.  29. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  <Spc.  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Petition  for  cleaning  out  Gardner's  slip,  presented  the 
following  Report  in  favor,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  &c.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  P.  Allaire  and  others,  in  relation  to 
deepening  the  water  in  the  slip  between  Cherry  and  Water- 
street,  at  the  point  of  Corlear’s  Hook, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

The  petitioners  state  that  this  slip  has  become  so  much 
filled  up  with  mud  and  dirt,  being  the  offscourings  of  the 
adjacent  streets,  as  to  cause  vessels  lying  therein  to  take 
the  ground  even  before  low  water,  to  their  very  great  dan- 
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ger,  as  by  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  resting  on  the 
bottom  while  the  stern  is  afloat,  they  are  liable  to  serious  ac¬ 
cidents  by  reason  of  unequal  pressure. 

The  Committee  have  made  personal  examination  into  this 
matter,  and  find  the  representations  made  by  the  petitioners 
to  be  entirely  correct.  The  slip  in  question  is  the  property 
of  the  “  Gardner  Estate,”  the  agents  for  which  (it  cannot  be 
doubted)  receive  such  compensation  for  the  use  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  by  way  of  warfage  as  the  laws  of  the  state  prescribe, 
and  this  is  paid  by  the  owners  of  vessels  lying  there.  Hence 
it  is  manifestly  their  duty  to  maintain  and  keep  up  the  pro¬ 
per  and  requisite  depth  of  water  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  vessels,  from  the  owners  of  which  they  receive  pay,  and 
in  case  of  their  failing  to  do  so,  (as  in  the  present  case,)  the 
Committee  are  of  opinion  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  as  the  conservators  of  the  rights  of  all  classes  of 
the  citizens,  to  apply  the  necessary  corrective  as  pointed  out 
by  the  existing  laws,  so  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  who 
pays  to  the  proprietor  of  the  wharf  the  rates  of  wharfage 
which  may  be  demanded  from  him,  shall  at  the  same  time 
be  enabled  to  have  his  vessel  kept  with  such  reasonable  de¬ 
gree  of  safety  as  he  is  entitled  to  expect.  The  Committee 
beleive  this  to  be  a  case  requiring  immediate  attention,  and 
offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  ihe  Street  Commissioner  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  prepare  and  present  the  necessary  Ordi¬ 
nance  for  cleaning  the  mud  and  dirt  from  Gardner’s  slip , 
(so  called,)  lying  in  the  East  river,  between  Cherry  and 
Water-streets,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  assessed  on  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  water  grants  in  which  the  said  slip  lies. 

All  which  is  submitted  by 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 


Committee  on 
Wharves,  fye. 


MO.  30f 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Ferries  to  whom  was  referred  the  Re¬ 
solution  to  report  the  details  of  a  Lease  for  a  Ferry  from 
the  foot  of  13th  street  in  the  city  of  New-  York ,  to  the  foot 
of  North  Fifth-street  at  Williamsburgh ,  presented  the 
following  Report ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Ferry  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  Ferry  be  established  from  the  foot  of 
13th  street  in  the  city  of  New- York,  to  the  foot  of  North 
Fifth-street,  at  Williamsburgh. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Ferry  Committee  confer  with  the  ap¬ 
plicants  for  said  Ferry  as  to  the  term  of  years  for  which  said 
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Lease  shall  be  granted,  and  other  necessary  preliminaries, 
and  report  the  result  to  the  Board  for  their  approval. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  July  27,  1835. 
u  “  “  u  Assistants  August  4,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  August  5, 1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  agreeable  to  the  above  resolution  your  Committee 
have  held  several  conferences  with  the  applicants  for  said 
Ferry,  and  now  submit  the  result  to  this  Board. 

The  applicants  are  Messrs.  John  Leveridge,  Philip  Har¬ 
mon  and  David  Lyon,  who  propose  taking  a  Lease  of  the 
Ferry  from  the  foot  of  13th  street  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
to  North  Fifth-street  at  Williamsburgh,  on  the  following 
terms,  and  conditions,  to  wit :  For  a  term  of  fourteen  years 
at  the  following  rents,  the  first  seven  years  at  a  rent  of  $100 
a  year,  and  for  the  last  seven  years  an  annual  rent  of  $400. 
They  agree  to  furnish  two  good  steam  ferry  boats  adapted 
for  passengers,  carriages,  &c.  and  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
Ferry  Committee  ;  they  are  also  to  build  all  the  piers  and 
bulkheads  necessary  on  the  Long  Island  side,  and  complete 
at  their  expence  all  floats,  bridges,  &c.  necessary  for  said 
Ferry  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  terms  here  proposed 
are  as  favorable  to  this  Corporation  as  any  Ferry  Lease  here¬ 
tofore  granted. 

The  applicants  are  desirous  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in 
their  Lease,  authorising  them  at  the  expiration  of  the  Wil¬ 
liamsburgh  Ferry  Lease,  to  run  an  additional  boat  from  or 
near  the  foot  of  Houston-street.  Your  Committee  intend  to 
avoid  granting  any  privileges  that  may  have  a  tendency  to 
abridge  the  controul  of  the  Corporation  over  the  water  front 
surrounding  our  city ;  we  have  experienced  the  baneful  ef¬ 
fect  of  exclusive  rights  given  to  ferries  heretofore,  and  shall 
shun  them  in  future.  If  however  an  additional  boat  should 
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be  necessary  at  that  time,  the  Common  Council  will  probably 
give  the  present  applicants  a  preference,  particularly  if  the 
ferry  now  applied  for  is  conducted  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  public.  The  Committee  however  will  leave  that,  for 
those  in  power  to  act  upon  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  they  may  think  best  for  the  general  interest. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  a  bulkhead  be  built  at  the  foot  of 
13th  street  about  100  feet  from  the  easterly  side  of  Avenue 
D,  and  also  the  necessary  piers  for  the  protection  of  the  boats, 
it  will  also  be  necessary  to  fill  up  and  regulate  13th  street 
down  to  said  bulkhead.  The  expence  of  building  bulkhead 
and  piers  will  be  about  $7000,  and  the  cost  of  regulating  the 
street  about  $5000,  the  whole  of  which  expenditure  amount¬ 
ing  to  $12000  will  be  borne  by  the  Corporation.  Your 
Committee  will  here  remark  that  one  half  of  13th  street  has 
been  filled  in  by  the  owners  of  lots  fronting  thereon,  and  the 
part  unfinished,  is  bounded  by  property  of  this  Corporation, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  which  the  proprietors 
of  the  water  grant  will  have  to  pay  for.  Your  Committee 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  as  no  ferry  can  be  established 
during  the  continuance  of  the  Williamsburgh  Ferry  Lease 
south  of  13th  street,  and  that  the  terms  proposed  by  the  appli- 
,  cants  are  liberal  and  ought  to  be  acceded  to,  we  therefore  of¬ 
fer  the  following  Resolutions. : 

Resolved,  That  a  Lease  for  a  Feny  be  granted  to  Messrs. 
John  Leveridge,  Philip  Harmon,  and  David  Lyon,  and  their 
associates,  from  the  foot  of  13th  street  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  to  North  Fifth-street  at  Williamsburgh,  for  a  term  of 
fourteen  years,  at  the  following  rents,  the  first  seven  years 
$100  a  year— and  the  remaining  seven  years  at  an  annual 
rent  of  $400 — said  rents  to  commence  as  soon  as  13th  street 
is  filled  in  and  the  bulkhead  completed. 

Resolved ,  That  a  bulkhead  be  built  at  the  foot  of  13th 
street  one  hundred  feet  easterly  from  Avenue  D,  and  that 
two  piers  be  run  out  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  ferry 
boats,  and  that  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  northerly  half  of  13th  street  be  filled 
up  and  regulated  to  the  above  mentioned  bulkhead  at  an 
expence  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  dollars,  and  which  sum 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved ,  That  the  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the 
necessary  notice  to  be  given  to  the  proprietors  of  the  water 
grant  at  the  foot  of  13th  street,  to  join  in  filling  up  his  pro¬ 
portion  of  said  street,  and  that  the  Street  Commissioner  is 
hereby  directed  to  receive  proposals  for  the  above  work,  and 
contract  for  the  same  under  the  advice  of  the  Ferry  Commit- 

Resolved,  That  at  the  expiration  of  the  Williamsburgh 
Ferry  Lease,  the  Lessees  of  the  Ferry  at  13th  street,  shall  if 
required  by  the  Common  Council,  run  one  or  more  boats 
from  such  streets  between  Grand  and  13th  street  as  shall  be 
designated. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  prepare  a  Lease 
in  accordance  with  the  above  report  and  resolutions. 

JOHN  LOVETT, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
FRANCIS  FICKETT. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  31< 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  7,  1835. 


The  following  Report  from  the  Comptroller  relative  to  the 
Water  Loan  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee ,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Comptroller  respectfully  Reports  to  the  Common 
Council — 

That  pursuant  to  the  direction  of  an  Ordinance  of  the 
Common  Council,  entitled  “  A  Law  to  instruct  the  Water 
“  Commissioners  to  proceed  in  the  work  of  supplying  the 
«  city  of  New-York  with  water,  and  to  create  a  public  fund 
“  or  stock,  to  be  called  “  the  Water  Stock  of  the  city  of 
“  New-York,”  for  the  expenses  of  said  work.”  Passed  May 
7th,  1835.  He  advertised  for  proposals  to  be  received  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  25th  day  of  May  (then  instant)  and 
not  to  be  opened  until  that  day,  for  the  loan  of  one  million 
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of  dollars,  payable  in  monthly  instalments  of  twenty-five  per 
cent  on  the  10th  days  of  June,  July,  August  and  September 
then  next  ensuing :  the  stock  to  be  issued  for  such  loan,  to 
bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  commencing 
with  the  date  of  each  payment,  to  be  paid  up  to  the  1st  day 
of  November  next,  and  from  that  date  quarter  yearly.  That 
sundry  proposals  at  various  rates  were  received  for  the 
whole  loan,  and  also  for  portions  of  the  same ;  the  offers 
amounting  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sum  of  $3,645,000. 

That  the  proposals  accepted  by  him  were  those  of 

Harman  Hendricks,  for  $200,000 

The  Bank  for  Savings  in  the  city  of  New- York,  for  400,000 
And  George  Newbold,  for  400,000 

At  rates,  averaging  eleven  and  ninety  three  hundreths  per 
cent,  premium,  or  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  ninety 
three  .cents  per  share  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  stock. 

The  Comptroller  further  reports  that  the  aforesaid  princi¬ 
pal  sum  together  with  the  premium  thereon,  amounting  to 
one  million,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  and  three 
hundred  dollars  (1,119,300,)  has  since  been  received  by  him, 
and  that  certificates  of  stock  have  been  issued  accordingly  to 
the  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

In  order  that  the  funds  so  received  by  him  should  not  re¬ 
main  idle  and  unemployed,  but  be  earning  sufficient  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  premium  whole,  as  a  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  accruing  on  the  Water  Stock,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  amount  to  be  paid  from  the  City  Treasury,  for  in¬ 
terest  on  temporary  loans,  might  be  sensibly  diminished,  the 
Comptroller  has  made  the  following  disposition  of  the  monies 
received  by  him  for  said  Water  Stock,  viz : 

Deposited  with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company,  on  interest  at  4  1-2  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 
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half  yearly,  subject  to  withdrawal  within  the  year,  but  at  their 
usual  rates  of  interest  for  the  time  it  may  remain — 

1268,775. 

Deposited  with  the  same  Company  on 
interest  at  4  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  half  yearly,  with  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  withdrawal,  at  any  time, 
without  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in¬ 
terest,  -----  118,775 


Loaned  to  Harman  Hendricks,  (on  de¬ 
posit  of  Water  Stock  of  equal 
amount  at  par)  to  be  returned  with 
interest  at  4  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  ten  days  notice  at  any  time  after 
the  10th  day  of  February  next,  150,000 

And  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  to 

to  the  credit  of  the  “City  Aqueduct,”  581,750 


Making  the  total  sum  of  $1,119,300 


Of  the  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury,  about  $245,000  of 
the  fust  payment,  was  immediately  applied  to  the  liquidation 
of  bonds  held  by  the  Mechanics  Bank,  subject  to  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  remainder  of  the  first,  and 
the  whole  of  the  last  payment,  as  far  as  the  same  has  been 
found  necessary ;  have  been  applied  to  the  general  purposes 
of  the  Treasury ;  and  for  the  use  of  which,  so  long  as  it  may 
be  found  practicable  and  expedient— The  Comptroller  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  Water  Fund  or  City  Aqueduct 
account,  should  be  allowed  an  interest  of  4  1-2  per  cent,  per 
annum,  by  which  the  interest  on  the  temporary  loans  will 
be  reduced  1  1-2  per  cent,  from  their  hitherto  usual  rate,  and 
any  encroachment  on  the  principal  of  the  Water  Loan,  for 
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the  payment  of  interest  on  the  stock,  will  be  prevented, 
until  the  premium  shall  be  exhausted  ;  four  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  principal  and  premium  received,  being 
about  equal  to  five  per  cent,  on  the  principal  sum,  to  be  disr 
bursed  for  interest. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

T.  J.  WATERS,  Comptroller. 
New  York,  October  7,  1835. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  32, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER  7th,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places ,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Communica¬ 
tion  from  the  Street  Commissioner  in  relation  to  build¬ 
ing  a  pier  extending  from  the  easterty  side  of  Market- 
street  slip,  made  the  following  report ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Report  and  Reso¬ 
lution,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  on 
the  Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner,  relative 
to  building  a  pier,  extending  from  the  Easterly  side  of  Mar¬ 
ket-street  Slip, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT, 

That  your  Committee  having  carefully  examined  the  sub- 
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ject  under  consideration,  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  in  their  Report,  to 
which  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  following  Resolution  is  offered, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  concur  in  the  Resolution  to 
build  a  pier  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Market  Slip,  as  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

SAME.  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Wharves  and 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  )  Public  Lands  and  Places. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Places, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  communication  from  the 
Street  Commissioner,  in  relation  to  building  a  pier,  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  Easterly  side  of  Market-street  Slip,  and,  on 
which  they 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

The  Street  Commissioner  in  his  communication,  states, 
that  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Common  Council, 
passed  May  8th,  1835,  which  directs  the  construction  of  a 
pier  in  the  East  River,  from  the  Easterly  side  of  Market- 
street  Slip,  he  has  caused  the  proper  legal  notices  to  be  given 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  water  grants,  extending  from  Mar¬ 
ket-street  half  way  to  Pike-street,  calling  upon  them  to  sig¬ 
nify  their  intentions  as  to  whether  they  would,  or  would  not 
unite  with  the  Corporation  of  the  City,  in  building  the  said 
pier ;  and  he  further  states,  that  no  answer  has  been  received 
from  any  of  the  individuals  concerned. 

The  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  their  silence  on  this 
subject  is,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  join  with  the  public,  in 
this  work  and  under  these  circumstances,  it  only  remains  for 
the  Common  Council  to  carry  into  effect,  the  order  passed  by 
them  on  the  8th  of  May  last ;  reserving  for  themselves  the 
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revenue,  and  emoluments,  arising  therefrom.  The  very 
great  press  for  berths  for  shipping,  and  especially  so  on  the 
East  River,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  render  it  necessa¬ 
ry  these  works  should  progress  with  all  speed,  and  they  there¬ 
fore  recommend  the  building  of  the  pier  as  soon  as  practica¬ 
ble,  and  offer  the  following  Resolution. 


Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  take  the  proper 
measures  for  building  a  pier  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Market 
Slip,  according  to  the  plan  hereunto  annexed. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
JOHN  CLEAVELAND, 
WILLIAM  POWERS, 


!  Committee  on 
Wharves ,  fyc. 


The  Street  Commissioner  respectfully  states  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  that  in  conformity  with  the  directions  given  to 
him,  by  a  Resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  passed  on  the 
8th  of  May  last,  he  caused  public  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
owners  of  the  Water  Grants,  at  Market-street  Slip,  and  ex¬ 
tending  Easterly  half  way  to  Pike  Slip.  That  the  Common 
Council  have  resolved  on  building  a  pier,  at,  or  near  the 
Easterly  side  of  Market  Slip,  and  calling  on  them  to  signify 
at  the  Street  Commissioners  office,  on  or  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  time  limited  by  law ;  their  intention  in  writing 
either  to  unite  with  the  Corporation  of  the  City  in  constructing 
the  said  pier,  or  not,  as  they  might  determine. 

The  time  directed  by  the  statute  for  the  publication  of  the 
notice  having  expired ;  and  no  answer  having  been  received 
from  either  of  the  parties  interested,  viz. : 

Stephen  Whitney,  Esqr.,  and  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  Screw  Dock  Association,  the  Subscriber  respectfully 
lays  before  the  Common  Council  a  copy  of  the  Advertise¬ 
ment,  and  a  plan  of  the  manner  in  which  he  proposes  the 
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pier  should  be  built ;  for  their  examination,  and  such  further 
decision  in  relation  thereto,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

GEO.  B.  SMITH,  St.  Com. 

July  27,  1835. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  Sept.  21,  1835. 

“  “  «  u  Aldermen  October  7,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  October  10, 1835. 


DOCUMENT  no.  33. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  26th,  1835: 


Tho  Committee  on  Police ,  Watch  and  Prisons ,  to  whom 
the  Resolution  had  been  referred ,  to  inquire  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  making  a  Fourth  Watch  District ,  to  be 
located  in  the  second  story  of  Jefferson  Market.  Pre¬ 
sented  the  following  Report ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Committee  of  Police,  Watch,  &c.,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  Of  making  a  Fourth  Watch  District: 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
are  of  the  opinion  that  a  Fourth  Watch  District  ought  to 
be  established  in  the  Upper  Section  of  the  City,  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  consideration : 
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First,  The  Third  District  Watch  House  is  now  located  at 
the  corner  of  Prince  and  Wooster  streets;  the  Watch  con¬ 
sists  of  seventy-six  men,  including  the  captain  and  his  assis¬ 
tant,  connected  with  this  is  a  Sub  Watch  House,  located  at 
the  junction  of  Greenwich-lane  and  Sixth  Avenue,  in  the 
second  story  of.  Jefferson  Market ;  consisting  of  forty-nine 
men,  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Captains, 
making  in  all  fifty-five  regular  Posts,  comprising  all  that  part 
of  the  City  within  the  following  described  limits,  viz. :  com¬ 
mencing  at  the  foot  of  North  Moore-street,  at  the  Hudson 
River,  thence  through  North  Moore  to  Chapel-street,  thence 
through  Chapel  to  White-street,  through  White  to  Orange- 
street,  through  Orange  to  Grand-street*  through  Grand  to 
Mulberry-street,  through  Mulberry  to  Broom-street,  through 
Broom  to  the  Bowery,  up  the  Bowery  to  First-street,  through 
First-street  to  Second  Avenue,  up  Second  Avenue  to  Fourth- 
street,  through  Fourth-street  to  Eleventh-street,  through 
Eleventh-street  to  Third  Avenue,  up  Third  Avenue  to  gist- 
street,  through  21st-street  to.  the  Hudson  River. 

The  Third  Section  of  Title  First,  of  the  Law  to  Regulate 
the  City  Watch,  requires  the  Captain  of  the  Watch,  to  visit 
each  fixed  station  of  the  Watchmen  under  his  command  at 
least  once  every  night,  which  will  be  perceived  is  utterly  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  comply  with,  if  he  should  devote  the 
whole  night  for  that  purpose,  and  neglect  every  other  duty; 
another  evil  exists  in  having  about  one  third  of  the  men 
placed  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Captains, 
who  is  responsable  only  to  the  Captain  of  the  District,  and 
who  cannot  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  maintain  that  order 
and  good  government  which  is  necessary  for  such  an  estab¬ 
lishment  ;  the  paying  of  the  men,  is  also  attended  with  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty,  as  it  must  be  performed  by  the  Captain, 
he,  alone,  is  responsable  for  the  moneys  placed  in  his  hand 
for  that  purpose ;  this  duty  generally  occupies  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  for  after  paying  the  men  at  the  Lower 
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House;  which  takes  some  two  or  three  hours,  he  must  repair 
to  the  Sub  Watch  House  to  pay  the  men  there,  which  neces¬ 
sarily  takes  at  least  two  tours  of  duty,  on  account  of  one 
half  of  the  men  being  on  duty,  thus  the  Captain  for  the  night 
is  deprived  of  sleep  entirely;  there  is  yet  another  difficulty 
existing,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  is  alone 
sufficient  for  making  another  Watch  District;  it  is  this,  if  a 
prisoner  be  arrested  in  any  part  of  the  Watch  District,  for 
instance,  at  the  New  Bull’s  Head  on  the  Third  Avenue,  or  at 
the  foot  of  21st-street,  he  must  be  conveyed  by  the  person 
arresting  him,  to  the  main  Watch  House,  at  the  corner  of 
Prince  and  Wooster  streets,  which  will  occupy  at  least  one 
hour  and  a  half;  during  which  time,  the  post  from  which  the 
prisoner  was  taken,  remains  unprotected;  from  the  above 
consideration,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  a  Fourth  Watch  District  be  established, 
comprising  all  that  part  of  the  City  described  in  the  Third 
Watch  District,  lying  North  of  Christopher  and  Eight 
street,  to  21st-street. 

Resolved ,  That  the  First  Section  of  Title  First,  of  the 
Law  to  Regulate  the  City  Watch,  be  so  amended  as  to  au¬ 
thorise  the  Common  Council  to  appoint  eight  persons  who 
shall  be  Captains  of  the  Watch,  instead  of  six,  as  in  the  words 
of  the  Section. 


JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 


* 

, 
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BOCUBEENT  NO.  3$. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

OCTOBER  26th,  1835; 


The  following  Report  of  the  Society  for  the  promotion  of 
Knowledge  and  Industry ,  v)as  presented  in  pursuance 
of  a  Resolution  of  the  Common  Council ,  and  directed  to 
he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  -  York. 

In  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Common  Council 
adopted  in  February,  1835.  The  Society  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Knowledge  and  Industry,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  Semi-Annual  Report  of  “the  number  of  persons 
who  have  procured  employment  through  the  medium  of 
their  Intelligence  Qffice,  whether  native  or  emigrants,  and 
discriminating  between  such  as  have  been  employed  in  the 
city  and  those  sent  from  it,  and  as  nearly  as  they  can  to 
what  places  they  have  been  sent.”  Previous,  however,  to 
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making  these  returns,  the  Society  would  respectfully  offer 
a  few  remarks  on  the  nature  and  usefulness  of  their  said 
Office.  The  very  great  influx  of  foreigners  into  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  whom  find  their 
way  to  this  city,  and  many  of  whom  have  but  little  means 
of  support,  has  often  produced  great  inconveniences  to  the 
community,  and  caused  a  very  great  increase  of  expense. 
Strangers  arriving  among  us,  who  leave  their  own  coun¬ 
try  on  account  of  the  density  of  its  population,  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  work,  resort  hither  principally  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  employment.  It  may  be  safe  to  say 
that  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  such  persons  who  come  to 
this  city,  bring  with  them  little  else  than  a  scanty  supply 
of  clothing,  and  thus,  if  they  do  not  soon  procure  some¬ 
thing  to  do,  they  are  in  the  way  of  temptation  to  crime, 
or  they  must  find  their  relief  in  our  poor  houses.  A  re¬ 
ference  to  the  records  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms 
house  will  show  to  what  extent  this  latter  evil  has  existed. 
It  often  happens  that  they  axe  met  on  board  vof  the  vessels 
in  which  they  arrive,  by  persons  who  entice  them  to  tip¬ 
pling  shops  and  other  disorderly  residences,  where  they 
soon  expend  what  little  means  they  have,  and  when  they  no 
longer  yield  profits  to  the  landlords,  they  are  turned  adrift  to 
procure  sustenance  in  whatever  manner  they  can  obtain  it. 
The  Intelligence  Office  of  this  Society  was  opened  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1834,  and  has  been  in  active  employment 
and  increasing  operation  ever  since;  its  object  being  as 
much  as  possible  to  prevent  the  evils  above  enumerated. 

The  statements  herewith  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  (through  whose  libe¬ 
ral  aid  the  benefits  of  the  office  have  been  much  extended,) 
as  before  stated,  includes  but  a  period  of  six  months,  and  it  is 
believed  that  instead  of  any  prospective  falling  off,  there  is 
every  reason  from  past  experience  to  anticipate  the  numbers 
Will  gradually  increase. 
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,,  To, ,he  Soclety  it  is  cause  of  great  comfort  to  reflect,  that 
their  labors  m  this  respect  have  been  to  say  the  least  of  them 
highly  important  to  emigrants,  and  a  great  saving  to  the 

return  few  remarks,  they  beg  leave  to  annex  the 

returns  called  for  by  the  Resolution  of  Councils  above  re- 
lerred  to. 

Applications  from  Employers  from  the  6th  of  February 

to  the  6th  of  August,  1835 .  4  773’ 

Entered  upon  the  Register  of  the  Office. 

Number  of  persons  supplied  with  places  in  this 
City,  - 

O  . 3,963 

.Persons  sent  into  the  Country, . 576 

4,539 

Bo!ksid!n  th°Se  PerS°“S  Wh°  arC  regularIy  entered  “P°n  *e 
Books,  there  are  continual  applications,  much  more  nume- 

rous,  of  operatives  a  registry  of  whose  names  the  superin- 

kefp  Th°  R  fr  °f  hi$  tUSineSS  °ann0t  Prete“d  * 

f“L  ,  °wever’ '° the  Socie,yi  tha‘  could  they 

thafso  onn  ’  r  7  d°Ub‘  ‘hey  Would  prove  that  more 
than  20,000  applicants  have  availed  themselves  of  the  office 

within  the  six  months  embraced  in  this  Report.  About 
more  r  T  °fthe  0pentires  “PP'yMg  •»  males;  and  not 

Twt  h  „  w'l  ate  "a,iTCS-  Manyare  the  instances 

m  which  the  Widow  and  her  Orphans  have  been  provided 
for,  and  the  great  number  of  young  females  who  have 
through  this  Office  been  comfortably  settled  in  the  paths  of 
Xtimof  ’  leaTCS  110  d»“bt  it  has  been  the 

Z,7eCyPrrraUOn  '°  "°  Sma“  number'  Th<«c  sent 
7*  f  7 g°ne *°  Westem New-York, Connecticut 
Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania  • 

Th  e  S  7  Illm0iS’  Michigan’  Georgia,  and  Fforida. 

gesfln7b°C1  y0aIU1Ot  °0UC,Ude  this  ReP°rt,  without  sug¬ 
gesting  the  propriety  of  its  being  printed  in  all  the  papers 
Which  print  the  minutes  of  the  Common  Council ;  and  also 
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preserved  upon  their  files  as  a  document  for  future  reference. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  DUER,  President ,  Pro.  Tem. 
DANIEL  ULLMANN,  Secretary. 

New -"York,  Oct.  21  st,  1835. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  35. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  4th,  1835; 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  on 
the  Petition  to  Widen  and  Improve  Grove-street ,  which 
was  laid  on  the  Table ,  and  directed  to  be  printed ,  with 
all  the  papers  connected  therewith ,  for  the  use  of  the 
Members » 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papers,  being  a  petition  for,  and  a  remonstrance,  against  wi¬ 
dening  and  otherwise  improving  Grove-street,  from  Bleecker* 
street,  and  Waverly  Place: 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

The  petitioners  state  in  their  application  on  this  subject, 
that,  a  strip  of  land  formed  by  the  junction  of  Christopher 
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and  Grove  streets,  which  extended  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  on  each  of  the  above  streets,  being  thirty-nine 
feet  in  width  at  the  one  end,  and  terminating  in  a  narrow 
point  of  only  four  feet  at  the  other  ;  had  been  for  a  conside¬ 
rable  time  tenanted  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  render  it  a  public 
nuisance,  and  to  annoy  exceedingly  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

The  gore  of  land  above-mentioned,  having  a  surface,  but 
little  greater  than  an  ordinary,  house  lot  was  occupied  by 
forty-one  families ;  being  entirely  covered  with  buildings, 
without  yard  in  front  or  rear,  or  intervening  space  of  any 
kind :  and  according  to  the  plain,  but  forcible  language  of 
the  petitioners,  was  filled  with  privies  and  pantries — cispools 
and  bedrooms — kitchens  and  pot-holes,  all  in  common,  or  in¬ 
terchanging  use. 

The  memorialists  further  represent,  that  as  an  inevitable 
consequence  of  such  accumulated  filth,  sickness,  disease  and 
death  had  not  only  been  visited  upon  the  miserable  inmates 
of  these  loathsome  dwellings,  but  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
borhood  have  had  their  full  share  of  sufferings. 

The  petitioners  further  propose  to  widen  Grove-street,  be¬ 
tween  4th  street  and  Bleecker-street,  by  cutting  off  from  the 
lot  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Grove  and  Fourth  street 
eleven  feet  and  nine  inches,  and  running  westerly  in  such 
direction  as  to  take  twenty-seven  feet  and  one  inch,  from  the 
lot  on  the  northeasterly  corner  of  Grove  and  Bleecker  street, 
the  effect  of  this  will  be  to  produce,  a  straight  and  unbroken 
line  from  Bedford-street,  along  the  northerly  side  of  Grove- 
street,  as  far  easterly  as  Fourth-street,  and  in  order  to  bring  the 
southerly  line  of  the  street,  parallel  to  the  contemplated  nor¬ 
therly  line,  it  is  proposed  to  close  up  a  triangle  on  the  southerly 
side,  commencing  with  17  feet  and  1  inch  at  Bleecker-street, 
and  ending  in  a  point  at  Fourth-street  ;  the  final  effect  of 
these  joint  operations  will  be  to  produce  a  perfectly  straight 
street  of  50  feet  in  width,  from  Bedford-street  to  Fourth-street; 
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and  to  make  a  handsome  and  spacious  opening  from  4th-street 
to  Waver!  y  place,  audit  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
buildings  which  require  removal  for  this  object  are  compara¬ 
tively  of  little  value,  several  of  them  not  having  been  repaired 
since  their  partial  destruction  by  fire,  which  occurred  some 
time  since. 

The  persons  who  are  opposed  to  these  contemplated  mea¬ 
sures,  state  in  their  remonstrance  generally,  that  Grove- 
street  is  at  present  wide  enough  for  their  purposes,  and  that 
the  project  for  widening  the  street,  has  been  got  up  by  per¬ 
sons  who  have  recently  made  considerable  purchases  of  pro¬ 
perty  in  that  street  and  its  vicinity. 

The  Committee  have  carefully  considered,  and  deliberate¬ 
ly  weighed  the  allegations  made  by  the  parties  respectively, 
in  support  of  their  various  views  in  reference  to  this  mea¬ 
sure,  and  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  a  very  desirable 
and  beneficial  improvement  may  be  attained  by  carrying 
out  the  views  of  the  petitioners. 

The  certificates  of  medical  men,  which  are  appended  to 
this  report,  show  conclusively  the  existence  of  a  dreadful 
nuisance  on  a  part  of  these  premises.  Forty-one  families 
crowded  together  within  the  compass  of  little  more  than  an 
ordinary  sized  lot  of  ground,  must  produce  a  condition  of 
things  intolerably  revolting,  and  loudly  calling  for  the  interpo¬ 
sition  of  the  public  authorities  to  remedy  such  a  crying  evil. 
The  broken  and  disjointed  appearance  of  the  street,  where 
it  joins  Bleecker-street.  also,  has  been  a  very  serious  detri¬ 
ment  to  the  property  in  its  vicinity.  With  these  views  the 
Committee  feel  constrained  to  state  their  full  belief,  that  the 
alterations  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  are  in  themselves 
sound  and  judicious,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  will  very  ma¬ 
terially  enhance  the  value  of  property  in  the  vicinity.  First, 
by  removing  a  most  obnoxious  nuisance,  and  secondly,  by 
forming  a  straight  convenient  access  to  the  property,  instead 
of  the  present,  narrow  and  crooked  approach  with  which  it 
is  now  disfigured. 
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The  following  Resolution  is  offered: 

Resolved ,  That  the  gore  of  land  lying  between  Grove  and 
Christopher  streets  be  thrown  open,  by  the  removal  of  the 
buildings  therefrom,  and  that  Grove-street  from  Fourth  to 
Bleecker  streets  be  widened  and  improved  according  to  the 
map  herewith  presented,  and  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation 
is  directed  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  for 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  )  n 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  \  Committee  071 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Greets. 


This  is  to  certify,  That  since  I  have  officiated  as  apothe¬ 
cary  and  Vaccinnator  to  the  Northern  Dispensary,  that 
there  has  been  more  medicine  used  in  the  above  mentioned 
nuisance — and  that  it  has  been  a  greater  source  of  conta- 
geous  disease  than  any  other  of  equal  dimensions  in  our 
District. 

W.  L.  DE  BAER, 
Resident  Apothecary. 


The  triangular  lot,  at  the  junction  of  Grove  and  Chris¬ 
topher  streets,  being  constantly  crowded  with  inhabitants, 
and  kept  in  a  most  filthy  condition,  must  naturally  be  a  con¬ 
tinual  source  and  centre  of  disease,  and  a  complete  nui¬ 
sance  to  the  neighborhood.  Having  in  the  course  of  my 
duties  as  Dispensary  Physician  had  occasion  to  visit  it,  I 
can  bear  testimony  as  to  its  condition,  from  actual  observa¬ 
tion.  I  would  therefore  join  in  petitioning  that  it  be  laid 
open  for  a  public  square, 

WM.  STEEL,  M.  D. 

Northern  Dispensary. 


New-York,  June  6th,  1835. 
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Sir — I  will  cordially  unite  with  you  in  using  all  due  in¬ 
fluence  to  have  the  buildings  on  the  gore  of  land  between 
Christopher  and  Grove-streets — opposite  the  Northern  Dis¬ 
pensary — removed  by  an  act  of  the  Corporation.  For  we 
have  not  a  greater  nuisance  in  our  section  of  the  city  .  they 
being  recepticles  for  all  kinds  of  vice  and  filth — and  conse¬ 
quently  a  real  hot  bed  for  diseases  of  an  epidemic  and  conta¬ 
gious  tendency.  A  more  salutary  act— than  the  entire  re¬ 
moval  of  these  tenements — cannot  be  performed  by  the  fathers 
of  our  city — and  1  would  recommend  a  speedy  act  upon  the 
improvement. 

Respectfully, 

R.  W.  CAIRNES,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Northern  Dispensary. 

To  Garret  Gilbert,  Esq. 

June  4th,  1835. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Assistants  of  the  City  of  New 

York  in  Common  Council  convened. 

The  undersigned  owners,  Lessees,  and  Representatives  of 
the  landed  property  situate  in  Grove  and  Christopher-streets 
and  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  in  the  Ninth  Ward  of  the 
'City  of  New  York.  Having  been  informed  that  there  has 
been  a  Petition  presented  to  your  honorable  body,  praying  to 
have  the  property  on  the  north  side  of  Grove-street,  from 
Bleecker  near  to  Factory-street,  cut  off,  and  the  buildings 
thereon  removed ;  and  the  land  taken  for  a.  public  street,  so 
as  to  Aviden,  and  make  the  north  line  of  Grove  street  run 
from  the  south  front  line,  of  the  House  of  Samuel  Whitte- 
more,  Esquire,  on  to  a  point  near  Factory-street,  and  also, 
to  remove  all  the  buildings  between  Fourth-street,  and  the 
Point ;  and  throw  all  the  land  open  to  common  public  use. 
Beg  leave  respectfully,  but  most  solemnly  to  protest  and  re- 
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m«nstrate  against  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petitioners  being 
granted,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz  : 

Firstly.  Because  that  part  of  Grove-street,  proposed  to  be 
widened,  is  not,  and  cannot  be  considered  a  principal  and 
leading  part  of  the  street :  and  is  at  present  of  sufficient 
width,  to  answer  fully  all  the  purposes  and  conveniencies 
of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  it,  and  its  vicinity. 

Secondly.  Because  Christopher-street  is  now,  and  ever 
will  be  the  principal  leading  Avenue  to  the  Hudson  River, 
from  all  the  principal  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  Grove- 
street. 

Thirdly.  Because  the  present  contemplated  and  pre¬ 
tended  improvo  men  t,  has  been  got  up,  and  set  on  foot,  by  a 
few  individuals,  some  of  whom,  are  only  desirous  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  appearances  of  their  own  property,  at  the  expense  of 
others,  and  others,  again,  have  undertaken  it,  with  a  view 
to  speculation,  having  recently  made  considerable  purchases 
of  property  in  Grove-street  and  its  vicinity. 

Fourthly.  Because  the  owners  of  property  in  Grove  and 
Christopher-streets,  are  still  laboring  under  the  burthen  of 
the  Assessments  for  opening,  widening,  paving  and  curbing 
Barrow  and  Fourth-street,  and  unable  to  sustain  the  imme¬ 
diate  pressure  of  further  burdens,  several  of  them  having 
been  obliged  to  sell  out  a  portion  of  their  property,  to  specu¬ 
lators,  at  a  reduced  price,  to  relieve  themselves,  from  the 
burdens  recently  imposed  upon  them,  by  the  former  Corpo¬ 
ration. 

Fifthly.  Because  one  half,  at  least  of  the  signers  to  the 
Petition  praying  for  said  improvement  are  not  owners  of 
property  or  taxable  inhabitants,  or  any  wise  interested  in  the 
said  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  being  granted. 

New  York,  13th  June,  1835. 

Wm.  A.  Thompson — representing  337  feet  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  fronting  on  the  north  side  of  Grove-street,  between  Bleeck- 
er  and  Fourth- street,  and  50  feet  on  the  south  side  of  Grove- 
street. 
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!  Executor  of  Peter  H.  Wendover 
and  representing  200 feet  on  Grove 
st.  and  inbehalf  of  the  Estateafore- 
said. 

Samuel  P.  &ueripelf  )  Representing  116  feet  on  Grove- 
Henry  Qneripel,  \  street — 118  on  Christopher. 
Albert  R.  Romine — 25  feet  on  Grove  street. 

Charles  Deklyn — 94  feet  on  Christopher-street. 

Cornelius  Bogert— 25  feet  on  Christopher-street. 

H.  O.  Clearman— 21  feet  on  Christopher-street. 

Jacob  Morris — 19  feet  on  Grove-street. 

John  Graham — 42  feet  on  Christopher-street. 

David  Wood — 25  feet  on  Grove-street. 

Isaac  C.  Blauvelt — 25  feet  on  Christopher-street. 


New-York,  13th  June,  1835. 

Dear  Sir — 

There  was  a  petition  presented  at  your  last  sitting, 
praying  to  widen  Grove-street.  1  beg  to  inform  you,  that 
not  one  half  of  the  signers  are  taxable  inhabitants;  and  that 
a  powerful  remonstrance  against  the  petition  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  on  Monday  next,  and  I  will  ask  it  as  a  favor,  that  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  will  not  act  on  it  till  the 
remonstrance  comes  in — and  when  they  do  act,  they  will 
let  me  and  others  interested  know  of  it,  that  we  may  appear 
before  you. 

Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  A.  THOMPSON. 

67  Grove-street. 

To  Alderman  Fickett. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New-  York. 

The  undersigned  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Ninth 
Ward,  respectfully  represent — that  a  gore  or  strip  of  land 
situated  at  the  junction  of  Christopher  and  Grove  streets, 
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extending  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  on  each  of 
the  above  streets,  and  about  thirty-nine  feet  in  widtli  at  one 
end,  and  terminating  at  a  point  four  feet  in  width  at  the 
other,  as  more  particularly  designated  on  a  map  hereunto 
annexed,  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  so  occupied  as  to 
render  it  a  public  nuisance,  and  very  great  annoyance  to  the 
citizens  residing  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  buildings 
on  the  ground  referred  to  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  instant,  and  although  containing  a 
superficial  surface  equal  only  to  about  a  lot  and  an  eighth, 
afforded,  previous  to  the  fire,  a  receptacle  (such  as  it  was) 
for  forty- one  families,  about  the  usual  number  that  were 
crowded  together  on  the  premises.  That  the  whole  ground 
was  occupied  with  one  continued  building,  without  yard  in 
front  or  rear,  or  intervening  space  of  any  kind ;  with  privies 
and  pantries — cispools  andbed-rooms — kitchens  and  pot  holes 
— all  in  common  or  interchanging  use. 

And  that,  as  might  be  expected  from  such  accumulated 
filth,  sickness,  disease  and  death  has  not  only  been  visited 
upon  the  miserable  inmates  ot  the  loathsome  dwellings,  but 
the  surrounding  neighborhood  have  also  had  their  full  share 
of  sufferings. 

And  the  undersigned  would  further  represent,  that  during 
the  cholera,  no  section  of  the  ward  was  so  severely  afflicted 
by  that  dreadful  scourge  as  the  place  above  referred  to:  and 
it  was  believed  to  be  at  the  time,  and  still  is,  mainly  attribu¬ 
table  to  the  nuisance  complained  of;  and  further,  that  much 
of  the  local  sickness  and  distress  of  the  neighborhood  is 
derived  from  the  same  source,  as  by  reference  to  the  accom¬ 
panying  statement  of  the  Resident  Physician  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Dispensary  will  fully  and  satisfactorily  appear. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  respectfully  but  earnestly  re¬ 
quest  your  honorable  body  to  adopt  such  immediate  mea¬ 
sures  as  will  prevent  any  rebuilding  upon  the  premises,  and 
that  the  ground  be  tlirown  open  for  the  health  and  benefit  of 
the  public. 
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And  your  petitioners  would  further  request  and  recom¬ 
mend  as  a  lasting  and  beneficial  improvement,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  gore  between  the  nuisance  complained 
of  and  Fourth-street  be  also  thrown  open  for  public  use,  and 
that  the  owner  or  owners  be  compensated  for  the  same. 
And  that  Grove-street  may  be  improved  at  the  same  time,  by 
running  straight  lines  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Grove 
and  Bleecker  streets  to  Fourth-street,  and  by  taking  off  from 
the  south  side  of  the  block  situated  between  Christopher  and 
Grove  streets,  as  much  ground  as  maybe  necessary  to  mak 
the  northern  line  of  Grove-street  a  straight  or  direct  line. 

And  your  Petitioners,  &c. 

New-  York,  May  22 d,  1835. 


Garrit  Gilbert 

Peter  P.  Yoorhi' 

W.  H.  Rodman 

Henry  Pray 

J.  Westervelt 

John  Groshon 

Roome  &  Curtis 

John  Humphries: 

C.  Beakley 

Peter  C.  Mathev 

Thomas  M.  Blakley 

S.  Satterlee,  Jun. 

George  Suckley 

J.  W.  Finch 

Daniel  Westervelt 

John  Grey 

Wm.  Patterson 

0.  H.  Sims 

Wm.  Parscyl 

John  W.  Donald 

James  Yotey 

J.  G.  Deselliman 

H.  W.  Peckwell 

William  Hyde 

James  Loines 

B.  J.  Bonesteel 

Thompson  Northrup 

William  Banks 

A.  Randel 

George  Morris 

Henry  Shute 

John  Cameron 

Samuel  Y.  Clark] 

William  Emerson 

Joseph  Torrey 

W.  Satterlee 

Jonathan  J.  Coddington 

Nathan  H.  Toppin 

Elias  Dixon 

James  Smith 

Edm.  Wilkes 

D.  D.  Crane 

Joel  Melick 

John  R.  Daviscn 
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William  G.  Haycock 
John  F.  Havens 
J.  Woodward  Herren 
N.  D.  Chamberlin 
Shadrach  Taylor 
Sam’l  L.  Griswold 
Walter  Hunt 
Jacob  W.  Tripp 
David  Board 
Daniel  S.  Hyde 
John  H.  Ma'rtine 
Isaac  4.  Carhart 
Jno.  F.  Adriance 
Moody  Cummings 
Joseph  D.  Baldwin 
James  C.  Lyons 
Aaron  Baldwin 
John  A.  Hoyt 
Sam’l  Whittemore 
C.  Griswold 
Timo.  Whittemore 
William  J.  Cousen 
Rich’d  B.  Fosdick 
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George  W.  Lent 
Malcolm  M’Gregory 
Alpheus  Simmons 
Isaac  Sypher 
James  O.  Ludae 
Ebenezer  Nickerson 
John  O.  Storms. 
Thomas  C.  Hoffman 
Andrew  Qnackenbush 
John  Ross 
D.  R.  Doremus 
Jacob  Brush 
John  W.  Ward 
Albert  A.  Rogers 
B.  Van  Den  Bergh 
William  K.  Ashard 
Samuel  Nesbit 
Henry  S.  Jollie 
Theodore  Martine 
Jno.  Gibson 
Thomas  B.  Jansen 
James  0.  Ladue 


B ©OTMBNT  NO.  36. 


BOARD  OF  AEDEMMEN, 

NOVEMBER  4th,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Streets ,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Report  from  the  Board  of  Assistants ,  on  the  subject 
of  opening  the  Avenues  and  Streets ,  up  to ,  and  in¬ 
cluding  42nd-street ,  presented  the  following  Report 
with  amendments  thereto ,  which  was  laid  on  the  Ta¬ 
ble ,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Report 
from  the  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men,  founded  on  a  Resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  opening  all  the  Streets  and  Avenues,  (not  already  opened) 
up  to,  and  including  42nd-street. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

They  have  given  to  the  subject  embraced  by  this  Resolu- 
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tion,  that  careful  consideration  which  its  importance  de¬ 
manded,  and  have  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  as  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Report  made  by  the  Street  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  viz. :  That  they  are  decidedly 
in  fayor  ot  the  general  propositon,  as  contained  in  the  Reso¬ 
lution,  yet  they  still  think  that  existing  circumstances  ren¬ 
der  it  proper  to  make  some  exceptions  from  its  operations, 
and  these  relate  to  the  establishment  at  Bellevue,  for  the 
poor.  The  lands  occupied  by  the  managers  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  the  Square  between 
the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues,  and  from  40th  to  42nd  streets, 
originally  intended  for  a  public  Cemetery,  but  now  proposed 
to  be  occupied  as  the  site  for  the  distributing  Reservoir,  by 
the  Water  Commissioners. 

The  reasons  for  the  exceptions  above-mentioned,  are  ob¬ 
vious,  inasmuch  as  the  opening  of  the  Avenues  and  Streets, 
will  necessarily  prevent  the  possibility  of  their  being  used 
for  the  purposes  now  designed.  Besides  these  properties; 
belonging  entirely  to  the  public,  the  Streets  and  Avenues 
passing  through  them,  can  be  opened  (if  required)  at  any 
time  free  of  expense.  The  Resolution  as  originally  and 
unitedly  Reported  by  the  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen,  embraced  all  the  exceptions  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  Report,  and  which  were  as  follows : 

a  Resolved ,  That  all  the  Streets  and  Avenues  as  laid  down 
on  the  Commissioners  map  of  the  City,  be  opened  up  to, 
and  including  42nd-street,  excepting 

First.  Such  parts  of  the  Streets  and  Avenues  lying  within 
the  said  limits,  as  have  already  been  opened,  either  by  deeds 
of  cession  from  the  proprietors  thereof,  or  by  due  course  of 
law. 

Second.  Such  parts  of  the  Avenues  and  Streets  as  are 
contained  within  the  limits  of  the  public  establishment  at 
Bellevue. 

Third.  Such  parts  of  41st-street  as  lie  between  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Avenues,  it  being  understood  this  land  will  be  re- 
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qtiired  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for  uses  connected  with 
the  aqueduct. 

Fourth.  Such  parts  of  the  Streets  and  Avenues  as  are 
embraced  within  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Managers  of  the 
House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. 

Your  Committee  fully  agree  in  the  views  and  opinions 
contained  in  the  Report  as  above  recited,  and  also  the  Reso¬ 
lutions  as  originally  reported,  embracing  these  four  excep¬ 
tions,  three  of  which  having  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Assistants ;  the  Committee  would  advise  a  concurrence  there¬ 
in,  and  the  fourth  will  form  a  separate  resolution  for  the 
decision  of  this  Board,  which  if  favorably  entertained,  it  is 
believed  will  promote  the  public  good,  and  preserve  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  a  valuable  institution. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  its  operations  is  much  more  of  a 
city,  than  a  state  institution,  and  ten  years  of  experience 
has  proved  its  importance. 

The  subjoined  statement  which  is  obtained  from  sources 
fully  entitled  to  belief,  will  fully  establish  this  opinion.  It 
has  received  more  than  sixteen  hundred  children  within  its 
enclosures,  fed  and  clothed  them.  The  City  Authorities,  viz.: 
The  Court  of  Sessions,  Police,  and  Commissioners  of  the 
Alms  House,  have  committted  more  than  fourteen  hundred 
of  the  whole  number.  The  remainder  have  been  received 
from  twenty-two  other  counties  of  the  State,  the  United 
States  Courts,  and  a  few  from  Sing-Sing  and  Auburn,  trans¬ 
ferred  by  authority  of  the  Governor  of  the  State; 

There  have  been  indentured  to  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and 
to  sea  service,  more  than  fourteen  hundren  children  during 
the  same  period. 

Towards  the  erection  of  buildings  and  support  of  the  in¬ 
stitution,  the  State  Legislature  has  contributed  most  liberal¬ 
ly,  both  in  funds  and  the  passage  of  law's  in  aid  of  this  cha¬ 
rity,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  statenient  taken  from 
the  books  of  the  institution,  viz. : 
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From  the  State  Treasury, . $12,000 

Marine  Hospital  Fund,  (Passengers  payments,)  90,400 
Tax  on  Theatres  and  Circusses,  -----  10,250 

Tax  on  Grocers  Licenses,  (law  now  repealed,)  -  9.232 
Donations  from  Citizens  of  New- York,  -  -  -  24,000 

Cash  received  for  labor  of  Children,  -  -  -  -  25,008 

Donation  from  the  Manumission  Society,  towards 
building  Refuge  for  colored  Children,  -  -  -  -  5,000 


Making, . -  -  -  -  $175,890 

From  Corporation  of  New-York, 

From  Excise  Fund,  for  State  Law,  $16,000 
Donation  towards  colored  Refuge,  5,000  -  $21,000 


$196,890 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  foregoing  account,  that  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York,  have  not  been  called 
upon  for  much  pecuniary  aid,  an  appropriation  of  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  granted  more  than  a  year  since,  to  be  paid  on 
the  erection  and  completion  of  a  stone  building  40  by  150 
feet  for  colored  children,  has  recently  been  paid  by  the  Comp¬ 
troller  upon  certificates  furnished,  that  the  building  was 
finished. 

Your  Committee  are  further  informed,  and  believe  that 
the  building  alluded  to,  has  cost,  including  the  stone  wall 
enclosing  it,  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  is 
now  about  to  be  occupied. 

The  number  of  children  now  upon  the  premises,  are  two 
hundred  and  seventy,  being  two  hundred  boys,  and  seventy 
girls.  Your  Committee  have  also  been  furnished  with  an  of¬ 
ficial  statement  from  the  books  of  the  institution  of  the 
amount  of  expenditure  by  the  Society  for  the  reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  for  buildings,  workshops,  walls,  &c. 
&c,,  upon  these  premises,  amounting  to  $81,761  90-100,  the 
details  of  which,  it  has  been  considered  not  necessary  to  append. 

Your  Committee  attended  by  several  members  of  the 
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Board  have  visited,  and  closely  inspected  this  establishment, 
and  with  much  satisfaction  noted  the  order,  cleanliness,  in¬ 
dustry,  and  good  discipline  prevailing,  and  the  children  bu¬ 
sily  engaged  in  the  work-shops  and  schools. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  reflection  naturally  arises. 
Where  would  the  1400  little  vagrants  and  rogues,  committed 
from  this  county  have  been,  had  not  a  Refuge  been  estab¬ 
lished  ?  doubtless,  the  Penitentiary  and  State  Prison  would 
have  been  the  habitation  of  most  of  them.  The  Committee 
cannot  for  a  moment  believe,  that  the  Common  Council 
would  intentionally  be  the  means  of  destroying  this  insti¬ 
tution,  or  of  materially  injuring  its  usefulness.  The  Fifth 
Avenue,  24th  and  25th  streets  would  pass  through  these 
grounds,  if  opened,  and  would  cause  to  be  taken  down,  the 
superintendents  and  assistants,  houses,  a  three  story  brick 
shop,  a  stone  building  42  by  150  feet,  of  two  stories  high, 
occupied  by  the  boys,  about  20  feet  of  another  stone  build¬ 
ing  used  for  the  same  purpose,  and  30  feet  of  another  stone 
building  occupied  by  the  girls.  The  grounds  thus  separated 
and  divided,  and  several  of  the  buildings  destroyed,  the  in¬ 
stitution  could  not  well  be  continued,  or  if  it  were  continued, 
its  usefulness  must  be  very  materially  injured  by  its  then 
circumscribed  limits.  Your  Committee  cannot  believe  that 
any  greater  inconvenience  to  the  public  will  a^jse  from  ex_ 
cepting  this  site,  than  the  exceptions  heretofore  made  in 
favor  of  Washington  Square  and  Union  Place,  both  these 
enclosures  prevent  the  direct  passage  of  streets  through 
them,  and  the  inconvenience  of  passing  around  them,  does 
not  counterbalance  the  good  arising  from  their  being  enclosed. 

Your  Committee  also  think  this  a  proper  occasion  to  state, 
that  the  proposition  now  under  consideration  before  the 
Committees  of  Streets,  and  Public  Lands  and  Places,  of  this 
Board,  to  set  apart  for  public  uses  a  space  of  ground,  which 
includes  the  land  occupied  by  the  managers  of  the  House  of 
Refuge,  and  which  proposition  appears  generally  to  be  very 
favorably  entertained  is  another  powerful  reason” for  exclu- 


156 


Doc.  No.  36.] 


ding  this  land  from  the  operation  of  opening  the  steeets 
through  it :  And  although  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  the 
time  is  not  very  far  distant  when  it  will  be  expedient  to  re¬ 
move  this  very  valuable  institution  farther  from  the  com¬ 
pact  part  of  the  city,  yet  they  still  think  the  public  good 
does  not,  at  this  time,  require  the  passage  of  the  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue  and  24th  and  25th  streets  through  the  lands  occupied 
by  the  managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  De¬ 
linquents,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Board  concur  with  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sistants  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  them,  viz :  That  all  the 
streets  and  avenues,  as  laid  down  on  the  Commissioner’s  map 
of  the  city,  be  opened  up  to  and  including  42d-street,  ex¬ 
cepting, 

1st.  Such  parts  of  the  streets  and  avenues  lying  within 
the  said  limits  as  have  already  been  opened  either  by  deeds 
of  cession  from  the  proprietors,  or  by  due  course  of  law. 

2d.  Such  parts  of  streets  and  avenues  as  are  contained 
within  the  limits  of  the  public  establishment  at  Bellevue. 


3d.  Such  parts  of  41st-street  as  lies  between  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Avenues,  it  being  understood  these  lands  will  be  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for  uses  connected  with 
the  aqueduct»and  the  following  additional  resolution  is  offer¬ 
ed  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board. 


Resolved ,  If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur, 
that^ucR  parts  of  the  Streets  and  Avenues  as  are  embraced 
within  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Managers  of  the  House  of 
Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  be  excepted  from  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  order  to  open  all  the  Streets  and  Avenues  up  to 
and  including  42nd-street. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  \ 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  ' 


Committee  on 
Streets. 
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The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
resolution,  which  proposes  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  opening1  all  the  streets  and  Avenues,  (not  already  opened) 
up  to  and  including  Forty-second-street. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

They  have  caused  public  notice  to  be  given,  of  the  pen¬ 
dency  of  the  before  mentioned  resolution,  in  the  daily  pa¬ 
pers  in  order  that  the  most  extensive  information  should  be 
given  to  all  parties  concerned,  as  in  a  contemplated  move¬ 
ment  Of  such  magnitude,  it  was  desirable  to  obtain  a  very 
general  expression  of  public  opinion. 

The  only  remonstrances  which  have  been  presented 
against  opening  these  Avenues  and  streets,  are  but  from  a 
very  small  number  of  proprietors  or  lessees,  whose  interest 
is  either  limited  in  amount  or  of  very  short  duration,  while 
on  the  contrary  an  almost  universal  opinion  is  loudly  express¬ 
ed  in  favor  of  its  consummation. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  all  the  lands,  comprised  within 
the  limits  before  mentioned,  viz :  up  to  42d  street,  and  in¬ 
deed  far  beyond  it,  have  for  several  years  past  been  entirely 
laid  out  into  town  lots,  bounded  on  the  Avenues  and  streets, 
and  are  at  present  held  mostly  in  small  parcels  of  a  few  lots, 
by  a  great  variety  of  persons,  many  of  whom  are  anxious  to 
erect  buildings,  but  are  at  present  prevented  from  doingso, 
from  their  inability  to  obtain  access  to  their  property,  with¬ 
out  passing  over  the  land  of  other  persons,  in  consequence! 
of  the  streets,  on  which  their  lots  are  bounded,  not  being 
opened. 

This  fact  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  has  a  very 
powerful  bearing  on  this  question,  and  is  strongly  indica¬ 
te  e  of  the  great  expediency  of  an  affirmative  decision 
thereon. 

No  position  would  appear  to  be  better  sustained  by  rea¬ 
sons  of  sound  public  policy,  than  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  City  should  provide,  in  reasonable  and  proper  time, 
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that  every  citizen  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  access  to 
and  enjoyment  of  his  property,  and  in  no  other  way  can 
this  be  effected,  than  by  their  taking  this  legal  measure,  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  statutes  of  the  state,  for  the  opening  of  streets 
and  public  thoroughfares. 

The  exceedingly  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  and  the 
measures  which  have  been  taken  to  lay  out  and  form  public 
squares,  have  so  much  enhanced  the  value  of  lots,  in  their 
vicinity,  as  to  render  it  desirable  for  persons  of  lesser  means, 
to  turn  their  attention  to  situations  somewhat  more  removed 
from  the  denser  parts  of  the  city,  where  lots  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  such  moderate  prices,  as  come  within  their  means. 
And  unless  facilities  by  opening  the  streets  are  afforded,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  those  classes  in  society  whose 
means  of  subsistence  arise  from  their  daily  labor,  will  be 
compelled  to  locate  themselves  on  the  opposite  shores  of  our 
rivers,  instead  of  fixing  their  habitations  in  our  more  imme¬ 
diate  suburbs. 

There  is  however  another  very  substantial  reason,  offered 
why  the  measures  proposed,  should  embrace  at  one  opera¬ 
tion  the  whole  extent  contemplated,  which  is  the  great  sav¬ 
ing'  of  expense  which  will  thereby  be  produced.  The 
amount  involved,  by  proceeding  in  this  business,  with  one 
general  commission  will  probably  not  exceed  one  twentieth 
part  of  the  cost,  which  must  unavoidably  be  incurred  if  it 
be  suffered  to  progress  in  detail  by  particular  sections,  of  in¬ 
dividual  streets ;  besides  the  much  more  reasonable  assur¬ 
ance  of  equal  justice  being  done  to  all  parties,  when  the 
commissioners  are  placed  in  a  situation,  which  will  enable 
them  to  take  a  general  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  re¬ 
sults  to  be  produced,  by  opening  the  streets,  in  a  large  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  and  their  relative  bearing  each  upon  the 
other,  than  in  the  method  heretofore  generally  practised, 
of  opening  special  pieces  in  detail. 

Instances  are  upon  record  of  the  same  piece  of  property 
having  been  assessed  a  second  and  even  a  third  time,  for 
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opening  some  portions  of  the  street  or  avenue  contiguous  to 
it.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear,  that  by  substituting  the  general 
system  of  opening,  as  herein  proposed,  in  lieu  of  the  former 
practice,  the  expenses  consequent  thereon  may  be  very  much 
diminished,  and  this  point  is  thought  to  be  worthy  of  parti¬ 
cular  attention  as  any  mode  of  proceeding  which  will  lessen 
the  amount  of  assessment  on  the  property  interested,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  entitled  to  a  very  favorable  consideration. 

The  Committee  having  fully  discussed  this  matter,  are 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  general  proposition,  as  contained 
in  the  resolution  ;  yet  they  still  think  that  existing  circum¬ 
stances  render  it  proper  to  make  some  exceptions  from  its 
operation,  and  these  relate  to  the  establishment  at  Bellevue 
for  the  poor,  the  lands  occupied  by  the  managers  of  the 
House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents,  and  the  square 
between  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues,  and  from  40th  to 
42d  streets,  originally  intended  for  a  Public  Cemetery,  but 
now  proposed  to  be  occupied  as  the  site  for  the  distributing 
reservoir  by  the  Water  Commissioners. 

The  reasons  for  the  exceptions  abovementioned  are  obvi¬ 
ous,  inasmuch  as  the  opening  of  the  avenues  and  streets 
through  them  will  necessarily  prevent  the  possibility  of  their 
being  used  for  the  purposes  now  designed. 

Besides  these  properties  belonging  entirely  to  the  public, 
the  streets  and  avenues  passing  through  them  can  be  open¬ 
ed  at  any  time  free  of  expense. 

In  conclusion — the  Committee  report  to  the  Board,  that, 
in  their  judgment,  it  is  expedient  to  open  all  the  streets  and 
avenues  (not  already  opened)  up  to  and  including  42d  street, 
with  the  exceptions  abovementioned,  and  offer  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  all  the  streets  and  avenues,  as  laid  down 
on  the  Commissioner’s  map  of  the  city,  be  opened  up  to  and 
including  42d-street,  excepting 

1st.  Such  parts  of  the  streets  and  avenues  lying  within  the 
said  limits  as  have  already  been  opened,  either  by  deeds  of 
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cession  from  the  proprietors  thereof,  or  by  due  course  of 
law. 

2d.  Such  parts  of  the  avenues  and  streets  as  are  contain¬ 
ed  within  the  limits  of  the  public  establishment  at  Bellevue. 

3d.  Such  parts  of  41st-street  as  lie  between  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Avenues,  it  being  understood  this  land  will  be  requi¬ 
red  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for  uses  connected  with 
the  aqueduct. 

All  which  is  submitted. 


BENJ’N  TOWNSEND, 
M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
EDWARD  CURTIS, 


Committee  on 
Streets. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14th,  1835: 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves ,  and  Public 
Lands  and  Places ,  on  the  Petition  of  sundry  persons, 
to  make  the  Tenth  Avenue,  from  13 th  to  Ibth-streets. 

J.  MORTON-  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  proprietors  of  lands,  lying  between  13th  and 
21st-streets,  praying  the  Common  Council,  to  pass  the  ne¬ 
cessary  order  for  filling  up,  and  making  the  Tenth  Ave¬ 
nue, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

The  subject  of  the  memorial,  has  been  before  the  Common 
Council  several  years  since,  and  an  Ordinance  was  passed 
by  them,  directing  the  execution  of  this  work  in  the  year 
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1831,  but  which  it  was  then  found  impossible  to  execute ;  for 
the  reason  that  some  of  the  water  grants,  were  not  then 
taken  out :  and  there  were  no  persons  on  whom  the  ordi¬ 
nance  could  legally  be  served.  The  difficulties  arising  from 
this  cause  have  since  been  removed  :  by  the  issuing  of  the 
said  grants,  and  there  is  no  legal  impediment  in  the  way  of 
performing  this  work.  The  memorialists  offer  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  Committee,  very  powerful  reasons,  in  favor  of  their 
application :  and  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  that 
paper,  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  for  the  further  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  subject.  The  proprietors  of  the  water  grants, 
which  will  be  affected  by  this  operation  are  three  in  num¬ 
ber,  viz. :  Messrs.  Campbell  P.  White,  John  Jacob  Astor  and 
Stephen  D.  Beekman,  all  the  other  grantees  of  water  lots, 
both  above  and  below  this  short  section,  extending  from  1 3th 
to  16th-streets,  have  already  filled  out  and  made  their  grants 
to  the  required  distance. 

The  propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is 
apparent.  The  direct  communication  between  the  upper 
and  lower  sections  of  the  Tenth  Avenue,  is  interrupted  and 
broken  off,  and  the  connection  with  West-street  prevented, 
by  reason  of  the  chasm  created  on  the  shore  of  the  River,  in 
consequence  of  these  water  grants  being  filled  up,  and  the 
bulkhead  built.  This  is  of  itself  a  serious  evil,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  more  and  more  felt  as  the  population  increases, 
which  is  very  rapidly  taking  place.  /  When  it  is  considered 
that  four  years  since,  the  then  Common  Council,  passed  an 
ordinance  directing  the  construction  of  the  work,  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  present  petition,  and  which  was  then  only 
prevented  by  reason  of  legal  impediments  ;  the  Committee 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  report  in  its  favor,  and  offer 
the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  public  convenience,  requires  the  filling 
up,  and  making  of  the  Tenth  Avenue,  from  13th  to  16th- 
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streets,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  be 
done. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the  neces¬ 
sary  legal  notices  to  be  served  on  Campbell  P.  White,  John 
J.  Astor,  and  Stephen  D.  Beekman,  being  the  proprietors  of 
the  water  grants  between  13th  and  16th  streets,  on  the  Hud¬ 
son  River,  that  they  are  required  at  their  own  cost  and 
charge  to  build  the  necessary  bulkheads,  and  fill  up  the  in¬ 
tervening  space,  so  as  to  make  and  complete  the  said  Tenth 
Avenue,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  ninety  days  after  the 
date  of  this  ordinance,  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  said  grants,  respec¬ 
tively. 

Resolved ,  That  in  case  the  said  grantees  shall  neglect,  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  said 
water  grants  respectively,  after  due  notice  to  them,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  directed 
to  have  the  necessary  bulkheads  built,  and  the  said  portions 
of  the  Tenth  Avenue  made  and  completed,  at  the  expense  of 
the  said  proprietors,  respectively,  the  cost  thereof  to  remain 
a  lien  on  the  said  water  grants,  until  discharged  in  due  course 
of  law. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  \  Committee  on  Wharves  and 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  \  Public  Lands  and  Places. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  14, 1835. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  7, 1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  9,  1835. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  38. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  28th,  1835; 

The  following  Report  was  presented  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  School  Fund,  and  directed  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Members ,  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Commissioners  of  School  Money  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York,  in  compliance  with  the  alteration  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  made  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature,  requiring  their  Annual  Report,  on,,  or  before  the 
first  day  of  October,  do 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That,  at  the  date  of  their  last  Report,  there  remained 
at  their  credit  in  the  Mechanic’s  Bank,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  nine¬ 
ty-two  centsv 

Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed,  April 
13th,  1835,  the  reserved  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  eight  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents,  was  on 
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the  29th  day  of  the  same  month,  paid  over  to  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Public  School  Society,  for  the  School  at  the 
Long-Island  Farms,  leaving  the  fractional  balance  in  the 
Bank,  of  twenty-three  dollars  and  six  cents. 

That,  on  the  third  day  of  June  last,  there  was  deposi¬ 
ted  to  their  credit  in  the  Mechanic’s  Bank,  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy -six  dollars  and 
fifty-six  cents,  as  the  quota  of  moneys  from  the  State 
School  Fund ;  also  the  equivalent  sum  of  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  by 
the  Corporation  of  this  City,  together  with  the  sum  of 
seventy-two  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars,  be¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  Special  Tax  raised  by  the  Corporation  ; 
making  in  all  with  the  aforesaid  fractional  balance  of  twen¬ 
ty-three  dollars  and  six  cents,  the  sum  of  ninety-three  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents : 

Which  has  been  distributed  in  conformity  with  the  Or¬ 
dinance  of  the  Corporation,  designating  the  Schools  enti¬ 
tled  to  participate  therein,  as  follows. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the 

Average 
attend¬ 
ance  of 
Scholars. 

No.  of 
Schools. 

Amount. 
Dolls.  Cts. 

No.  on 
Register. 

Public  School  Society,  for 

8917 

65 

87364  31 

"13897 

Greenwich  Orphan  Asylum, 

171 

2 

1675  37 

171 

Manhattanville  Schools, 

64 

2 

627  04 

95 

Harlasm  Schools,  -  - 

125 

3 

1224  69 

180 

RomanCatholicOrphan  ) 
Asylum,  ) 

149 

1 

1459  83 

151 

Hamilton  School,  -  - 

14 

1 

137  16 

33 

Yorkville  School,  -  - 

97 

2 

950  35 

148 

Mechanic’s  Society,  -  - 

39 

2 

382  10 

46 

9576 

78 

93820  85 

14721 

Leaving  a  Fractional  ) 

Balance  in  Bank,  of  \ 

6  33 

t 

93827  18 1 

- - - ! 
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The  Commissioners  would  further  Report,  that  by  a  com¬ 
munication  under  date  of  May  13,  1835,  from  Samuel  Aker- 
ly,  Esqr.,  the  President  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind ; 
said  Institution  declined  receiving  any  part  of  the  School 
moneys :  deeming,  that  by  the  donations  by  the  Legislature 
and  the  Corporation,  the  Scholars  therein  educated,  could 
not  be  considered  as  taught  free  of  expense. 

And  therefore  no  Report  being  received  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  as  required  by  the  law,  distribution  was  not  made  by 
that  Institution. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Schools  of  the  Manumis¬ 
sion  Society,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  have 
been  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Public  School  Society, 
which  measure  by  the  association  of  the  two  Boards,  and 
increase  of  the  powers  of  the  former  Society,  will  without 
doubt,  extend  their  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  increase  their 
advantage  to  the  colored  population. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  would  again  express 
their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  care  and  attention  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  several  Schools  under  their  supervision,  and 
also,  notice  the  very  gratifying  accordance  exhibited  m  their 
annual  returns,  with  the  average  attendance  noted  in  the 
minutes  of  the  semi  annual  visits. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  Chairman. 

Samuel  N.  Dodge,  Secretary. 

New-  York,  2 7th  September ,  1835. 


■'*  .  ft  i 


BOOTMENT  NO.  39. 


BOABB  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  9th,  1835. 


Fhe  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Peti¬ 
tion  of  J.  Constantine  and  others ,  for  a  Vault  in 
Dey-street,  presented  the  following  Report  in  favor 
thereof  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
petition  of  John  Constantine  and  others,  owners  of  the  Lot 
of  Ground  No.  9  Dey-street,  in  relation  to  a  Vault  some 
time  since  constructed  in  Dey-street,  and  is  partly  in  front  of 
the  above-mentioned  Lot, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

The  petitioners  set  forth  in  their  memorial  that  in  the 
year  1S27.  a  vault  was  built  in  Dey-street  in  front  of  Lot 
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No.  11,  and  partly  in  front  of  Lot  No.  9,  and  that  the  per¬ 
mission  to  construct  this  vault  was  obtained  from  the  Street 
Commissioner’s  office,  by  the  owners  of  Lot  No.  11 ;  (who 
were  at  the  same  time  in  possession  of  Lot  No.  9,  under  a 
lease  which  has  since  expired,)  on  a  representation  made  to 
that  office,  that  the  applicants  were  the  owners  of  both  Lots, 
and  on  examination  into  this  matter,  the  Committee  find  the 
above  statement  made  by  the  petitioners  to  be  fully  substan¬ 
tiated. 

As  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to  issue  permissions  to 
construct  vaults  in  the  streets  to  the  owners  of  the  Lots, 
before  which  they  were  to  be  built,  and  to  no  other  persons, 
than  those  who  represent  themselves  as  proprietors,  it  is  quite 
manifest,  that  the  authority  to  construct  this  vault,  being 
partly  in  front  of  No.  9  Dey-street,  was  obtained  by  incorrect 
representations  made  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  Lot  No. 
11,  in  stating  that  they  owned  the  Lot  No.  9,  when  in  fact 
they  were  only  lessees,  and  even  that,  but  for  a  very  short 
period. 

The  evil  growing  out  of  this  transaction  is,  that  the 
owners  of  Lot  No.  11,  under  the  permission  thus  surrepti¬ 
tiously  obtained,  constructed  the  vault  not  only  in  front  of 
the  whole  of  their  own  Lot,  but  also,  in  front  of  part  of  Lot 
No.  9,  and  making  the  only  entrance  thereto  from  the  front 
of  No.  11,  and  having  since  sold  their  Lot,  they  have  also 
sold  the  vault  with  it. 

The  owners  of  Lot  No.  9,  being  now  desirous  of  building 
a  vault  in  front  of  their  own  Lot,  find  a  part  of  the  ground 
already  occupied,  and  in  this  manner,  being  prevented  from 
the  use  of  their  privileges,  they  apply  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  for  relief.  Of  the  justice  of  this  application,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  the  Committee  are  fully  of  opinion  the  prayer 
of  their  petition  should  be  granted,  and  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  issue  a  permission  to  the  owners  of  the  Lot 
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No.  9  Dey-street,  to  construct  a  vault  in  the  said  street,  to  ex¬ 
tend  across  the  whole  front  of  the  said  Lot,  and  the  customa¬ 
ry  distance  outward ;  upon  the  payment  into  the  City  Trea¬ 
sury  by  the  said  owners,  of  such  sum  of  money  as  is  pointed 
out  by  the  Ordinance  of  the  Corporation  in  relation  to 
vaults. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Street  Committee. 


BOCUMUNT  NO.  40. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  9th,  1835. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Police.  <$pc.,  with  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Law,  regulating  the  sale  of  Anthracite 
Coal,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Police,  Watch  and  Prison,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  weighers  of  Anthracite 
Coal,  praying  that  certain  amendments  may  be  made  to  the 
law,  regulating  the  sale  of  Anthracite  Coal,  and  also  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  dealers  in  that  article,  wishing  to  be  heard  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee,  to  explain  their  views  on  the  sub¬ 
ject, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  both  parties  have  had  a  patient  hearing  before  your 
Committee,  and  after  due  consultation,  they  have  come  to 


176 


Doc.  No.  40.] 

the  conclusion  to  amend  the  law  as  per  draft  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed,  having  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  consumers 
of  Anthracite  Coal,  as  well  as  the  dealers  and  public  weigh¬ 
ers,  and  recommend  its  adoption ;  and  accordingly  offer  the 
following  Resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  draft  of  a  law,  amending  the  law,  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  Anthracite  Coal  hereto  annexed  be 
passed. 

JOHN  W.  LAMB, 

JOHN  DE  LAMATER, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 
ERASTUS  BARNES. 


A  LAW 


To  amend  the  Law,  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale 
of  Anthracite  or  Hard  Coal  in  the  city  of  New-York 
passed  March  8th,  1834,  and  the  Law,  amending  the  same, 
passed  February  11th,  1835. 

Section  First.  The  8th  and  9th  Sections  of  the  Law, 
entitled  a  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Anthracite  or  Hard 
Coal  in  the  city  of  New-York,  shall  not  apply  when  the 
purchaser  shall  request  in  writing  at  the  time  of  the  pur¬ 
chase,  and  before  the  delivery  thereof,  that  the  said  Coal 
purchased  by  him  shall  not  be  weighed  by  an  authorised 
weigher,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  8th  Section  of 
the  Law  hereby  amended. 

Section  Second.  The  14th  Section  of  the  Law,  to  amend 
the  Law,  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Anthracite  or  Hard  Coal 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
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in  the  second  line,  after  the  words  “  Every  load  of  Coal  ” 
jhe  words  “  Weighed  by  him .” 

The  -Section  as  amended  will  read  thus : 

“  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  weigher  to  give  a  certificate 
“  to  accompany  each  and  every  load  of  Coal  weighed  by 
«  him,  to  contain  the  name  of  the  Cartman,  the  number  of 
“  the  cart,  if  a  licensed  Cartman,  if  not  the  name  of  the 
“  owner  of  the  cart,  the  amount  of  Coal,  and  number  of  the 
«  certificate,  all  to  be  filled  up  in  the  handwriting  of,  and 
“  subscribed  by  the  weigher.” 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  a  Report  on  the  Peti¬ 
tion  of  sundry  persons  to  widen  Stone-street  between 
William  and  Broad  streets ,  and  also  to  widen  Stone- 
street  between  Broad  and  Whitehall  streets ,  which  was 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annex¬ 
ed  petition  of  James  Hall  and  others  to  widen  Stone- 
street,  between  William  and  Broad  streets;  and  also  the 
petition  of  Robert  Hogan  and  others  to  widen  Stone-street, 
between  Broad  and  Whitehall  streets,  together  with  remon¬ 
strances  against  both  propositions, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  with  a  view  to  arrive  atm  full  and  impartial  inves¬ 
tigation  of  this  subject,  your  Committee  have  had  several 
meetings  of  the  parties  concerned  before  them. 
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Your  Committee  would  here  remark,  that  the  application  / 
to  widen  Stone-street  from  William  to  Broad  streets,  was 
made  to  the  Common  Council  previous  to,  and  without  any 
reference  to  the  petition  for  widening  the  same  street  be¬ 
tween  Broad-street  and  Whitehall-street. 

With  respeet  to  the  application  to  widen  that  portion  of 
Stone-street  between  William  and  Broad  streets,  the  peti¬ 
tioners  set  forth — that  inasmuch  as  the  improvements  in 
Mill-street  will  induce  the  owners,  generally,  of  the  block 
between  said  street  and  Stone-street  to  erect  new  buildings 
extending  from  one  street  to  the  other — the  present  is  a  fa¬ 
vorable  moment  on  this  account,  to  widen  Stone-street,  the 
expense  of  which  will  be  much  less  than  at  any  future 
period. 

The  petitioners,  therefore,  apply,  to  have  Stone-street 
widened,  by  cutting  off  from  the  fronts  of  the  lots  on  the 
northerly  side  of  the  same,  commencing  at  the  corner  of 
Stone-street  and  Mill- street,  at  a  breadth  of  one  foot  six 
inches,  and  running  thence  in  a  varying  line  to  a  point 
within  about  100  feet  of  Broad-street.  The  petitioners  also 
propose  taking  off  a  portion  of  the  front  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Stone-street,  commencing  at  a  breadth  of  10  feet  at 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  Stone  street,  and  running  to  a  point, 
distant  about  100  feet  from  said  corner. 

At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  several  owners 
of  property  fronting  the  southerly  side  of  Stone -street,  re¬ 
monstrated  against  the  proposed  widening,  and  stated  as  a 
reason  for  so  doing,  that  the  projectors  of  said  widening 
were  induced  to  apply  for  the  same,  with  a  view  of  being 
paid  for  their  buildings,  many  of  which  must,  of  necessity, 
be  taken  down,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  new  stores  on 
the  new  line  of  Mill-street ;  and  that  they  would  be  heavily 
assessed  without  any  corresponding  benefit. 

In  answer  to  this,  it  was  proposed  by  several  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  to  relinquish  all  claim  for  the  damage  which  would 
be  sustained  by  their  buildings,  by  reason  of  the  proposed 
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improvement,  and  consented  to  furnish  a  written  agreement 
to  that  effect,  signed  by  such  owners. 

To  this  proposition  several  of  the  remonstrants  stated — 
that  provided  such  paper  was  furnished,  and  placed  in 
possession  of  the  Committee,  they  would  have  no  objections 
to  bear  a  proportion  of  tile  expense  of  the  land  required  for 
the  widening  of  the  street  in  question. 

The  agreement  alluded  to  has  been  handed  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  signed  by  all  but  three  of  the  owners  whose  buildings 
will  be  affected,  accompanied  with  a  request,  that  (in  the 
event  of  the  Common  Council  reporting  favorably  to  the 
application  of  the  petitioners)  the  same  be  handed  to  the 
Commissioners,  when  appointed. 

Your  Committee,  after  patiently  hearing  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  and  obtaining  all  the  information  connected  with 
this  subject,  are  of  opinion,  that  under  all  the  circumstan¬ 
ces,  the  widening  of  this  pQrtion  of  Stone-street  is  called  for 
by  a  considerable  majority  of  owners  of  propertyon  said 
street,  and  that,  therefore,  the  same  should  be  done. 

In  the  application  to  widen  Stone-street,  between  Broad- 
street  and  Whitehall-street,  the  petitioners  propose  widening 
the  same  on  the  northerly  side,  by  faking  off  from  the  front 
of  the  lots  a  breadth  of  from  12  to  15  feet. 

Your  Committee  have  also  had  several  of  the  parties 
interested  in  this  portion  of  Stone-street  before  them,  and 
after  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject,  it  was  found  that  a 
majority  of  owners  were  opposed  to  the  widening. 

Your  Committee  would  further  state,  that  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  three  of  the  owners  who  signed 
the  application  for  the  widening  of  this  portion  of  the  street 
in  question,  have  directed  their  names  to  be  erased  from  the 
petition,  thereby  leaving  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  widening  this  portion  of 
Stone-street  at  the  present  time. 

With  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  to  promote  the  inter- 
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ests  of  all  concerned,  your  Committee  conclude  by  offering' 
the  following  resolutions : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  Stone-street  be  widened  between 
William-street  and  Broad-street,  according  to  the  lines  drawn 
on  the  accompanying  map,  and  that  the  Council  of  the 
Board  be  directed  to  take  the  necessary  legal  measures  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  widen 
Stone-street,  between  Broad  and  Whitehall  streets  ;  and  that 
the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee . 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


DOCUMEZtfT  HO.  42. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  their  report  on  the  Peti¬ 
tion  for  widening  John-street,from  Broadway  to  Pearl , 
which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table ,  and  directed  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  petition  for  widening  and  straightening  John-street 
from  Broadway  to  Pearl-street,  and  also  the  remonstrances 
which  have  been  presented  by  various  persons  against  car¬ 
rying  into  effect  the  said  widening  on  the  lines  as  proposed 
by  the  Petitioners, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

They  have  given  to  this  matter  a  very  full  and  deliberate 
examination,  having  on  several  occasions  since  the  subject 
has  been  under  discussion  had  the  parties  interested  befor- 
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them,  and  have  as  they  believe,  become  fully  possessed  of  all 
the  views  in  relation  thereto,  which  have  been  presented,  by 
those  whose  property  will  be  effected,  by  the  proposed  im¬ 
provement. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  every  member  of  the  Board, 
that  John-street  in  its  present  situation,  is  narrow,  crooked, 
and  not  at  all  in  its  dimensions,  adapted  to  its  locality  in  the 
heart  of  this  populous  and  rapidly  increasing  city  and  parti¬ 
cularly  at  its  southern  extremity,  where  it  ends  in  Pearl- 
street,  is  excessively  inconvenient,  both  from  its  want  of 
width,  and  the  very  steep  and  dangerous  declevity  from 
Cliff  to  Pearl-streets,  and  the  Committee  are  quite  satisfied 
that  if  any  plan  could  be  devised,  by  which  these  very  seri¬ 
ous  difficulties  can  be  removed,  a  very  material  point  would 
be  gained. 

From  a  comparison  of  all  the  representations  made  before 
the  Committee,  touching  this  matter,  they  are  fully  convinced 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  property  holders  on  the  street 
and  its  vicinity,  are  in  favor  of  the  general  measure,  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  street  widened,  and  the  graduations  of  the  surface 
altered.  An  examination  of  the  remonstrances,  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  Board,  and  which  are  appended  to  this 
report,  will  conclusively  establish  this  point,  inasmuch  as  the 
objections  raised  are  mostly  against  some  particular  portions 
of  the  various  lines,  laid  down  on  the  map  of  the  street,  and 
at  the  same  time  recommendations  are  made  in  favor  of 
some  other  line,  more  suitable  to  the  views  of  the  parties. 

The  Committee  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  alteration  of  this  street  by  increasing  its  width,  and 
also  by  very  materially  reducing  its  surface,  from  Wil¬ 
liam-street,  southerly,  would  in  all  probability  be  followed  by 
the  most  beneficial  consequences  to  the  value  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  thereon,  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  different  lines, 
suggested  by  the  parties  concerned,  and  after  a  close  exami¬ 
nation  of  all  their  bearings,  and  their  probable  results  as  to  the 
whole  line  of  the  street.  They  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
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of  recommending  to  the  Board  a  uniform  width  of  Fort y 
Jive-feet ,  from  Broadway  to  Pearl-street,  and  approximating 
as  near  to  straight  lines  as  is  practicable,  these  lines  are  dis¬ 
tinguished  on  the  accompanying  map  by  being  drawn  in  red 
color,  and  they  present  them,  for  examination,  as  being  in 
their  estimation,  under  all  the  circumstances  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  ;  and  most  likely  to  produce  permanent  advan¬ 
tage. 

The  Committee  here  feel  bound  to  state,  that  the  lines  of 
alteration  which  they  now  present  for  consideration  are  not 
in  all  respects  in  accordance  with  any  one  of  the  various 
plans,  which  have  been  suggested  by  the  different  parties 
concerned ;  but  still,  they  exhibit  the  conclusions  to  which 
the  committee  have  come,  (as  a  measure  of  public  utility) 
after  having  heard  all ,  and  deliberately  weighed  all ,  which 
has  been  brought  forward  by  those  concerned  in  this  very 
important  measure ;  and  they  are  the  more  strongly  impelled 
to  this  result  from  a  full  knowledge  that  the  position  in  which 
they  are  placed,  renders  it  most  imperatively  their  duty  to 
present  such  views  to  the  Board,  in  regard  to  this  great  mea¬ 
sures  as  they  honestly  believe  will  produce  the  most  lasting 
and  permanent  advantage. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  changes  of  the  graduations  of 
john-street,  and  such  parts  of  the  intersecting  streets  as  will 
be  affected  thereby.  There  appears  to  be  a  very  general  im¬ 
pression  in  favor  of  making  such  convenient  slopes,  as  will 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  merchandise  at  all  times  ;  and 
although  the  alterations  of  surface  proposed  will  produce, 
material  depressions,  not  only  in  John-street  from  William  to 
near  Pearl-street,  but  also  in  Gold-street,  from  Fulton  to 
John-street,  and  thence  to  Platt-street,  and  in  Cliff-street 
from  Fulton  to  John-street— yet  it  is  fully  believed, 
the  very  desirable  results  anticipated  from  the  widen¬ 
ing  of  John-street  on  the  value  of  property  in  that 
street,  and  also  on  those  parts  of  Gold  and  Cliff- street, 
which  are  adjacent  thereto,  cannot  be  realised,  unless  the 
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graduations  ofthe  neiv  surfaces,  are  so  arranged,  as  to  be  at 
all  times  easily  accessible,  experience  having  fully  shown, 
that  steep  assents  (on  the  face  ofthe  street,)  are  not  compati¬ 
ble  with  the  transaction  of  heavy  mercantile  business,  to  ef¬ 
fect  which  is  the  chief  object  ofthe  proposed  alterations,  and 
in  this  view  the  committee  believe  they  are  fully  supported, 
by  the  parties  concerned. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  expense  of  carrying  into  ef¬ 
fect  the  changes  growing  out  of  this  proposed  operation, 
will  be  very  large,  involving  in  the  first  instance  the  outlay 
of  heavy  amounts  but  still  the  very  great  and  rapid  apprecia¬ 
tions  of  property,  in  those  parts  of  the  city  which  have, 
heretofore,  undergone  these  operations,  and  the  successful 
results  which  have  accompanied  them,  are  very  cogent  and 
powerful  arguments,  in  their  favor. 

Feeling  strongly  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  widen¬ 
ing  and  altering  John-street,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
Board  the  following  Resolutions. 

Resolved ,  That  John-street  be  widened,  straightened,  and 
improved,  between  Broadway  and  Pearl-street,  according 
to  the  Red  lines  drawn  on  the  accompanying  map  so  as  to 
produce  a  uniform  width  of  Forty-Jive  feet  throughout  the 
same. 

Resolved ,  That  the  graduations  of  the  surface  of  John- 
street  from  near  Pearl-street  to  William-street,  together  with 
Gold-street,  from  Fulton-street  to  Platt-street,  and  Cliff-street 
from  Fulton-street  to  John-street  be  changed,  according  to 
the  black  lines  drawn  on  the  profiles  of  the  said  streets, 
which  accompany  this  Report. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  take 
the  necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects 
above  mentioned. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT  )  _ 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  (  Committee  on 

SAMUEL  PURDY.  )  Streets. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  43. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Arts  and  Sciences ,  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  Petition  of  John  Vanderlyn ,  praying  to  be  remu¬ 
nerated  by  the  Corporation  for  their  occupancy  of  the 
Rotunda ,  presented  their  Report ,  which  was  read ,  laid 
on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Arts  and  Sciences,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  of  John  Vanderlyn,  praying  to  be  remu¬ 
nerated  by  the  Corporation  for  their  occupancy  of  the  Ro¬ 
tunda,  on  Chamber-street,  contrary  (as  is  alledged)  to  a 
strict  principle  of  equity  ;  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
circumstances, 

REPORT  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

That  in  September,  1818,  Mr.  Vanderlyn  obtained  from 
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the  Corporation  a  lease  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Ro¬ 
tunda  for  nine  years,  and  alledges  that  the  cost  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  said  building,  together  with  the  necessary  fixtures 
for  the  exhibition  of  Panoramic  views,  cost  rising  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  This  amount  so  far  exceeded  his  calculations 
that  he  was  unable  to  meet  all  his  contracts  for  said  build¬ 
ings. 

The  deficit  thirty-nine  hundred  dollars  and  sixty-one 
cents,  which  was  paid  by  the  Corporation  to  his  creditors, 
and  in  1829  by  refusing  to  renew  the  lease,  became  the  sole 
possessors,  much  to  his  injury,  as  he  was  exhibiting  the  City 
and  Lake  of  Geneva,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  remuneration. 

Mr.  V  anderlyn  asserts  that  he  actually  presented  at  great 
expense  during  the  eleven  years  he  held  possession,  the 
following  pictures  and  panoramas.  First.  The  City  of 
Paris.  Second.  The  Battle  at  the  gates  of  Paris.  Third. 
The  Palace  garden  of  Versailles.  Fourth.  The  Battle  of 
Lodi.  Fifth.  The  Picture  of  the  Battle  of  Waterloo.  Sixth. 
The  Panorama  of  Ancient  Athens.  Seventh.  The  City  of 
Mexico.  Eighth  and  last.  The  City  and  Lake  of  Geneva, 
which  were  exhibited  till  the  Corporation  ejected  him. 

Your  Committee  have  been  thus  minute  in  enumerating 
the  pictures  exhibited,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Vanderlyn,  to 
refute  a  charge  which  he  says  has  been  made  against  him, 
that  while  holding  a  lease  from  a  public  body,  he  did  not 
cater  for  the  public  taste,  and  therefore  lost  the  advantage 
he  should  have  secured. 

The  building  was  valuecf,  at  the  time  the  Corporation 
took  possession,  at  sixty-five  hundred  dollars,  the  balance  of 
this  amount  over  the  sum  paid  by  the  Corporation  being 
twenty-five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  39-100  dollars  is 
claimed  by  Mr.  Vanderlyn,  or,  some  portion  of  said  amount, 
together  with  a  fenCural  Of  the  lease. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  with  the  termination  of 
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the  lease  with  its  conditions,  ceased  all  legal  claim  against 
the  Corporation,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Yanderlyn  held  the 
possession  at  a  nominal  rent  for  eleven  years,  being  two 
years  more  than  the  time  specified  in  his  lease,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  building  not  being  adapted  to  the  use  of  the 
Corporation,  while  they  paid  the  creditors  of  Mr.  Yanderlyn 
thirty-nine  hundred  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents  for  its  pos¬ 
session,  weigh  strongly  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee 
against  any  claim  in  equity. 

If  this  was  about  to  be  the  incipient  step  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation  in  this  affair,  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  leaving  the  whole  matter  to  individual  enterprize. 
Yet  the  embarrassmant  experienced  by  Mr.  Yanderlyn  con¬ 
sequent  upon  engaging  in  this  business,  the  less  tendency  of 
the  public  taste  then  than  now  for  panoramic  views,  the 
number  of  highly  creditable  pictures  presented  by  Mr.  Yan¬ 
derlyn  without  remuneration,  the  enduring  principle  that 
where  there  is  doubt,  the  strong  should  ever  protect  the 
weak,  and  to  silence  forever  the  charges  of  the  friends  of  a 
native  and  highly  meritorious  artist,  that  the  Corporation  in 
the  plenitude  of  its  power  was  arrayed  against  him,  have  in¬ 
duced  your  Committee  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Corporation  lease  to  Mr.  John  Van- 
derlyn,  at  a  nominal  rent  for  five  years  from  the  time  of  pos¬ 
session  being  given,  the  Rotunda,  now  occupied  by  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Court,  and  that  possession  be  given  as  soon  as  some  con¬ 
venient  and  suitable  place  can  be  fitted  up  for  said  Court  af¬ 
ter  the  completion  of  the  ‘‘Hall  of  Justice,”  the  entire  pos¬ 
session  on  the  termination  of  the  lease  to  revert  back  to  the 
Corporation,  and  this  to  be  in  full  of  all  claim  on  his  part  for 
remuneration. 

Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  ap¬ 
propriated  towards  fitting  up  the  Rotunda,  for  the  exhibition 
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of  Panoramas,  this  being  less  than  the  simple  interest  of  the 
sum  claimed,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  prepare  it  for  such 
exhibition. 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH, 
JAMES  FERRIS, 

EGBERT  BENSON, 


DOCUMENT  NO.  4ft. 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 

The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  on 
the  Communication  from  the  Counsel  of  the  Board ,  on 
the  subject  of  widening  Gold-street ,  which  was  adopted , 
and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for 
concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  communication  from  the  Counsel 
of  the  Board,  informing  the  Common  Council  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  had  confirmed  the  report  of  the  Commission¬ 
ers  in  the  matter  of  widening  Gold-street  from  Fulton  to 
Frankfort-street,  and  asking  the  Common  Council  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  the  actual  opening  of  said  street  shall  take  place, 
and  to  appoint  a  Collector  to  collect  the  Assessment — 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT  : 

The  season  being  so  far  advanced  your  Committee  are  of 
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opinion  that  it  will  best  comport  with  the  interests  of  the 
parties  concerned  that  the  widening  of  Gold-street  be  post¬ 
poned  until  the  1st  of  May  next,  and  as  no  objections  to  that 
time  have  been  made,  your  Committee  recommend  for  adop¬ 
tion  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  actually  carrying  into  effect  the  order 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  widening  Gold-street  from  Fulton- 
street  to  Frankfort-street  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of 
May,  1836,  on  which  day  it  shall  take  place,  allowing  twen¬ 
ty  days  thereafter  for  the  removal  of  all  obstructions  there¬ 
from,  and  that  Jeremiah  Green  be  appointed  to  collect  the 
Assessment. 


FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee. 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  ^ 


The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  that  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  As¬ 
sessment  in  the  matter  of  widening  Gold-street  from  Fulton 
street  to  Frankfort-street,  was  confirmed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  on  the  ninth  day  of  October  instant. 

It  remains  for  the  Common  Council  to  appoint  a  Collector 
of  the  Assessment  in  the  above  matter,  and  to  determine 
whether  the  actual  widening  of  the  street  shall  be  suspended 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  fifteen  months  from  the  date  of 
the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners. 

Oct.  12th,  1835. 


R.  EMMET. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  45. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves ,  Public  Lands  and  Places , 
presented  the  following  Report  in  favor  of  the  Petition 
of  Joseph  Crowell ,  to  remove  the  Hay  Scales  from  Amos 
Street  to  Charles-street ,  which  was  adopted  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Places, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  Joseph 
Crowell,  lessee  of  the  Hay  Scales,  at  the  pier  extending  from 
Amos-street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

The  petitioner  states  in  his  memorial  that  much  inconve¬ 
nience  exists  from  the  present  arrangements  in  relation  to  the 
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place  set  apart  as  special  berths  for  vessels  bringing  loose 
hay  to  the  city,  viz.  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Amos-street,  arising 
from  the  fact  that  the  same  pier  has  been  appropriated  by  the 
Corporation  as  a  place  to  land,  and  take  on  board  passengers 
by  the  different  lines  of  steamboats  on  the  North  River.  The 
carts  in  loading  the  hay,  necessarily  occupy  much  room,  and 
the  carriages  which  convey  passengers  to  and  from  the 
steamboats,  must  pass  up  and  down  the  pier,  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  much  confusion  and  perplexity  ensues.  But  there  is 
another  and  stronger  reason  urged  by  the  lessee  for  a  change 
of  the  location'of  the  hay  boats,  and  that  is  the  great  and  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  fire  from  the  steamboats,  being  in  the  immedi¬ 
ate  vicinity  of  a  number  of  hay  boats,  with  large  quantities  of 
loose  hay  on  board. 

By  a  wise  provision  of  the  Ordinance  of  the  Common 
Council  in  relation  to  the  hay  boats,  they  are  prohibited,  un¬ 
der  severe  penalties,  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstan¬ 
ces,  from  Having  fire  onboard  of  them,  and  yet  by  a  singular 
oversight,  the  most  dangerous  mode  of  using  fire,  that  is  by 
steamboats,  has  been  permitted  to  be  brought  directly  in  their 
vicinty. 

The  Committee  having  investigated  this  matter,  are  con¬ 
vinced  it  ought  to  be  amended,  by  removing  the  hay  boats  to 
to  another  location,  and  approve  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
lessee,  viz.  that  the  pier  at  Charles-street  be  used  for  thaf 
purpose,  and  offer  the  following  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Amos-street  beinv 
the  present  location  for  the  hay  boats,  be  no  longer  used  fo 
that  purpose. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Charles-street  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  use  of  boats  bringing 
loose  'hay  to  this  city  for  sale. 

Resolved ,  That  the  lessee,  Joseph  Crowell,  be  and  he  here¬ 
by  is  authorised  to  remove  his  hay  scales  from  their  present 
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situation  at  Amos-street  to  the  head  of  the  pier  at  Charles- 
street.  he  paying  the  cost  of  such  removal. 


SAMUEL  PURDY. 
JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 


Committee  on  Wharves 
and  Public  Lands 
and  Places . 


’  ,  .  .  . 


document  mo  ae. 


BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23,  1835. 


7%e  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  in 
favor  of  the  Petition  to  open  the  Seventh  Avenue,  which 
was  read,  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  papers,  in  relation  to  opening  the  Seventh  Avenue, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

The  before-mentioned  papers  consist  of  two  petitions,  both 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  persons,  the  one  praying  for 
the  opening  of  the  Seventh  Avenue  from  21st-street  to  the 
Bloomingdale  Road,  and  the  other,  that  the  opening  of  the 
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same  avenue  may  be  continued  to  One-hundred  and  Twen¬ 
ty-ninth-street.  These  propositions  have  been  duly  adver¬ 
tised  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  in  conformity  with  the 
ordinance  of  the  Common  Council ;  and  remonstrances  have 
been  received  from  two  persons  only,  one  of  whom  states, 
that  he  has  hired  about  eight  acres  of  ground  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  54th-street,  and  running  from  the  Bloomingdale 
Road  to  near  the  Fifth  Avenue,  being  a  narrow  strip,  ex¬ 
tending  from  east  to  west ;  and  he  further  states,  that  the 
opening  of  the  Seventh  Avenue  across  the  land,  will,  in 
the  first  place,  divide  his  ground  into  lots  unhandy  for  cul¬ 
tivation  ;  and  secondly,  by  opening  a  road  near  his  dwelling, 
it  will  expose  him  to  the  inspection  and  intrusion  of  persons 
travelling  the  Avenue — both  of  which  the  petitioner  seems 
desirous  of  avoiding,  not  wishing  to  be  subjected  to  the 
animadversion  of  passengers. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  attempt  a 
serious  refutation  of  these  objections. 

The  other  remonstrance  is  presented  by  a  gentleman  in 
his  capacity  as  executor  to  a  considerable  landed  estate, 
which  owns  the  land  through  which  the  Seventh  Avenue 
passes,  from  21st-street  to  about  28th-street ;  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  will  of  the  former  owner  of 
the  property,  now  deceased,  the  execntors  are  prohibited 
from  disposing  of  this  portion  of  the  testator’s  estate  until  the 
year  1840. 

No  other  objections  having  been  received,  it  is  reasonable 
to  conclude,  that  the  owners  of  all  the  land  through  which 
the  Seventh  Avenue  will  pass,  from  28th-street  to  129th, 
street,  with  the  exception  of  the  tenant  first  above  mention¬ 
ed,  are  in  favor  of  the  opening. 

With  regard  to  the  general  policy  to  be  pursued,  in  re¬ 
spect  to  these  applications  for  opening  the  great  thoroughfares 
leading  out  from  the  city,  the  committee  deem  it  wholly  use¬ 
less  and  unnecessary  to  offer  any  argument ;  the  repeated, 


201 


[Doc.  No.  46. 


votes  in  the  Common  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  opinion,  have  very  fully  set  forth  the  views  of  the  public 
authorities  in  relation  thereto,  and  the  prudence  of  this  line 
of  conduct  is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  apparent. 

The  Committee,  however,  beg  leave  to  offer  one  remark 
in  relation  to  the  ground  of  the  objection  made  by  the  exe¬ 
cutor  to  the  estate  before-mentioned,  which,  though  it,is  not 
directly  expressed  in  the  remonstrance,  yet  is  understood 
and  no  doubt  properly  so,  as  being  the  true  ground— and 
that  is,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  testator’s  will,  the  executors 
are  prohibited  from  selling,  or  in  any  manner  interfering 
with  this  portion  of  the  estate  until  the  year  1840.  The 
Committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  deep  sagacity  and 
foresight  which  induced  such  provisions  as  to  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  this  land ;  but  their  situation,  as  conservators  of  the 
rights  of  the  public,  imposes  other  duties  on  them,  which 
are  necessarily  paramount  in  their  obligations,  and  which 
will  not  permit  this  land  to  remain  in  its  present  situation. 

Its  position  is  such,  that  unless  the  avenue  is  opened 
across  it,  the  communication  between  the  outer  and  inner 
parts  of  the  city  in  this  direction,  will  be  cut  off  and  inter¬ 
rupted  ;  and  if  this  remain  so  for  five  years,  which  must 
elapse  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  above-mentioned,  a 
great  many  thousand  persons  will  be  put  to  very  serious  in¬ 
convenience,  in  being  compelled  to  travel  a  much  greater 
distance  than  would  be  necessary  if  this  portion  of  the  ave¬ 
nue  were  opened.  Now,  however  desirable  it  may  be  for 
the  parties  immediately  concerned  in  this  estate  that  it  should 
remain  as  it  now  is  for  some  years  to  come,  yet  this  conve¬ 
nience  to  them  would  be  furnished  at  an  immense  sacrifice 
to  a  great  number  of  other  persons,  who  are  the  owners  of 
land  on  the  same  avenue,  both  above  and  below  them,  and 
whose  direct  access  to  their  own  land  would  be  cut  off  un¬ 
less  the  avenue  be  opened  through  this  land,  as  well  as 
through  the  land  of  all  the  other  proprietors. 

From  this  state  of  facts,  your  Committee  are  fully  of 
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opinion,  that  the  remonstance  offered  by  the  executor  to  the 
estate  of  Henry  Eckford,  deceased,  against  opening  the 
Seventh  Avenue  through  the  land  belonging  to  that  estate 
ought  not  to  prevail,  but  that  it  is  right  and  proper  the  ave¬ 
nue  should  be  opened  through  that  ground  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  through  any  other  ground  over  which  it  may  pass, 
and  offer  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Seventh  Avenue  be  opened  from 
Twenty-first-street  to  One-hundred  aud  Twenty-ninth- 
street  ;  and  that  the  Counsel  for  the  Corporation  take  the 
necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 
FRANCIS  FICKETT,  )  ~ 

EDWARD  TAYLOR  (  6“^ee  on 
SAMUEL  PURDY.  )  Greets. 


DOCUMENT  BTO,  47. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  fyc.  recom¬ 
mending  a  concurrence  with  the  Report  and  Resolution 
from  the  Board  of  Assistants,  on  Petition  of  A.  Mactier, 
and  others ,  to  enclose  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  public 
Park,  at  the  intersection  of  Hudson,  Bank  and  Troy- 
Streets,  and  the  Eighth  Avenue ,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Petition  of  A. 
Mactier  and  others,  to  enclose  a  piece  of  ground  as  a  public 
Park  at  the  enclosure  of  Hudson,  Bank  and  Troy-streets  and. 
the  Eighth  Avenue,  together  with  a  report  in  favor  of  the 
same,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

The  Committee  having  visited  the  location  referred  to  by 
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the  Petitioners,  are  of  opinion  that  that  section  of  the  city 
would  be  much  beautified  by  appropriating  a  portion  of  the 
said  intersection  as  a  public  Park,  and  enclosing  the  same 
with  an  iron  railing. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  concurrence 
in  the  report  and  resolution,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sistants  on  this  subject. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 


Committee  on 
Wharves,  fyc. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Public  Lands  and  Places,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  and  remonstrance, 
relative  to  enclosing  the  vacant  space  between  Hudson, 
Troy  and  Bleecker-streets,  and  the  Eighth  Avenue. 

REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  have  examined  the  place  referred  to, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  propriety  of  enclosing  grounds  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  City  is  admitted  by  all  as  tending  very  much  to  promote 
the  beauty  and  health  of  the  city.  This  portion  of  the  city 
has  nothing  of  *the  kind  nearer  than  Washington  Square, 
and  though  the  spot  when  enclosed  will  be  small,  yet  your 
Committee  believe  it  to  be  proper  and  desirable  that  it  should 
be  thus  enclosed. 

Your  Committee,  have  prepared  a  diagram  showing  the 
proposed  enclosure,  the  size  of  which  will  be  130  feet,  on 
two  sides,  and  about  180  feet  on  the  third  side.  This  will 
be  about  one  third  larger  than  Duane-street  Park,  the  enclos. 
ing  of  which  has  been  approved  of,  and  your  Committee 
are  satisfied,  that  this  piece  of  land  when  enclosed,  will  be 
equally  acceptable  to  the  public. 

Your  committee  further  state,  that  the  remonstrance  onthk 
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subject  was  made  under  the  impression  that  an  assessment 
would  be  laid  on  the  property  in  the  neighborhood  as  appears 
by  the  remonstrance  itself,  and  as  your  commtite  have  been 
since  informed. 

The  expense  of  the  whole,  including  the  railing,  will  not 
exceed  three  thousand  dollars,  and  probably  not  more  than 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  your  committee  therefore  ofler 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  piece  of  ground  between  Hudson, 
Troy  and  Bleecker-steeets,  and  the  Eighth  Avenue,  be  en¬ 
closed  as  a  public  Park,  according  to  the  diagram  hereto 
annexed,  and  that  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  pay  the  expense  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


D.  P-  INGRAHAM, 
JOHN  CLEAYELAND, 
WILLIAM  POWER,' 


Committee  on 
Wharves ,  tf'c. 


docjumumt  mo,  &8. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

NOVEMBER  23d,  1835. 


The  following  Communication  was  received  from  Stephen 

Allen,  Esq.  Chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  Water  Commis¬ 
sioners,  praying  that  the  Common  Council ,  will  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  a  Law  authorising  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners, with  power  to  alter  the  line  of  any  high¬ 
way  or  turnpike  in  danger  of  injury  from  the  Croton 
River  Water  Works,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Laws ,  together  with  Counsel  oj  the  Board  with 

vowers *  j.  morton,  clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Ne  w 
York. 

The  Water  Commissioners,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re¬ 
present,  That  in  running  and  designating  the  Water  line  of 
the  Croton  Reservoir,  they  have  ascertained  that  a  portion  of 
the  Croton  turnpike,  and  also  some  parts  of  the  public  high- 
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way  Will  be  overflowed,  and  (bus  rendered  useless  to  the 
I  urnpike  Company  and  the  public. 

Th.e  Commissioners  are  authorised  by  the  act  under  which 
they  hold  their  appointment,  to  obtain  possession  either  by 
purchase,  or  by  paying  the  assessed  damages  sustained  by 
the  owners  of  so  much  property,  whether  of  land  or  water 
as  may  be  necessary  fcr  the  pu  rpose  of  supplying  the  city 
with  pure  and  wholesome  water ;  but  there  is  no  authority 
granted  them  to  alter  the  line  of  any  road,  or  substitute 
other  roads  m  the  stead  of  such  as  may  be  injured  or  destroy- 

j  “ttsmuch  as  the  overflowing  of  the  said  turnpike 
and  public  highway,  before  other  roads  are  laid  out  and  con¬ 
structed  ,n  their  stead,  will  be  attended  with  much  public  in¬ 
convenience  and  injury,  the  Commissioners  are  of  the  opinion 
that;  an  act  of  the  Legislature  should  be  obtained,  conferintr 
such  authority  as  will  remedy  the  evil. 


In  order  that  the  opinion  of  the  Turnpike  Company,  might 
be  elicited  on  this  subject,  the  Commissioners  have  had,  on 
the  spot,  a  friendly  interview  with  a  portion  of  the  Directors 
0/  ^Company,  and  have  pointed  out  to  them  the  injury 
that^ will  be  sustained,  and  the  method  by  which  it  may  be 
remedied,  and  have  obtained  from  them  their  views  on  the 
subject,  and  their  verbal  promise  to  join  in  an  application  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  the  necessary  act. 

Now,  the  object  of  this  communication  is,  to  request,  that 
theCom  mon  Council  will  direct  an  application  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  for  a  law,  authorising  the  appointing  of  three  Com¬ 
missioners  by  the  Governor  and  Senate,  with  authority  to  lay 
out  and  direct  such  alterations  in  the  present  line  of  the  Cro¬ 
ton  Turnpike,  as  in  their  view  may  be  proper  and  useful  to 
the  public,  and  also,  to  alter  and  layout  so  much  of  the  high¬ 
way  in  lieu  of  such  parts  of  said  road,  as  will  be  overflowed 
or  changed,  by  the  construction  of  the  Croton  Reservoir  and 
aqueduct,  and  to  authorise  the  Water  Commissioners  to  agree 
with  the  owners  of  the  land  required  for  such  alterations,  as 
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to  the  damage  sustained,  and  in  the  event  of  adisagreement 

l:te,tda3“SSe^’inlikema”—  is  Padded 

by  the  13th  and  14th  sections  of  the  act  to  provide  for  supply- 
tng  the  city  of  New  York,  with  pure  and  wholesome  water 
passed  the  2d  of  May,  1834.  ’ 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Board. 

nffi  c.t,  w  STEPHEN  ALLEN,  Chairman. 
Office  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  / 

November  23, 1835.  \ 


DOCUMENT  NO  49. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

NOVEMBER  23,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Laws,  Sfc.  presented  the  following  R 
port,  together  with  a  Law  to  regulate  Carts  and  Ca 
mm,  which  was  read,  adopted  and  directed  to  he  sent 
the  Boardof  Assistants. far  cmcurri JJ*  ^  ^ 


The  Committee  on  Laws  to  whom  p  referred  _«*  an¬ 
nexed  Resolution,  directing  them  to  enquire  whether  any 
further  provision  is  necessary  to  secure  more  e 
rights  of  licensed  cartmen, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  been  informed  that  it  is  a  common  prac- 
J^ns  not  licensed  to  —  £ 

to  city  goods  sold  by  them  m  their  own  carts,  and 
charge  the  cartage  to  the  purchasers. 
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This  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  a  serious  en¬ 
croachment  on  the  rights  and  interests  of  regular  Cartmen 
who  are  compelled  to  take  out  license  and  also  to  devote 
their  time  and  labor  exclusively  to  this  branch  of  business. 

Your  Committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  Common 
Council  did  not  intend  to  sanction  this  practice,  and  as  the 
present  Ordinance  regulating  carts  does  not  provide  a  reme¬ 
dy  for  the  evil  complained  of,  the  annexed  amendment  to 
the  law  is  offered,  and  the  Committee  recommend  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  annexed  Law  further  to  amend  the 
“  Law  to  regulate  Carts  and  Cartmen”  be  passed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

ERASTUS  BARNES, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 


A  LAW 


Further  to  amend  the  Law  entitled  “  A  Law  to  regulate 
Carts  and  Cartmen  ”  passed  August  10th,  1833. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New- York  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  Eighth  Section  of  First  Title  of  the  said  Law  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended,  by  inserting  in  the  first 
line  before  the  words  « drive  any  cart  ”  fyc.  the  words 
“  own,  keep  or”  The  section  as  amended  will  read  thus  : 

No  person  shall  own,  keep  or  drive  any  cart,  sled,  truck, 
dray,  waggon  or  other  carriage,  for  the  transportation  of  any 
goods,  wares,  merchandize,  firewood,  or  other  thing  whatso¬ 
ever,  within  the  city  of  New- York,  (for  hire  or  wages,)  with¬ 
out  being  licensed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 


V 


. .  •  . ■  :■  ; 


J. 


BOCUB9SMT  MO  SO. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER  4th,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  in  favor 
of  constructing  a  Sewer  in  the  New  Street  lately  open¬ 
ed  hy  Law ,  between  Twenty-first  and  Thirty-first 
streets  and  the  Third  and  Fourlh  Avenues. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  Resolution  in  the  words  following,  viz.: 

«  Resolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Street  Commit- 
«  tee  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  imme- 
<c  diately  constructing  a  Sewer  from  Twenty-eighth-street  to 
«  Twenty-second-street,  through  Irving  Place 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  proposition  to  construct  a  Sewer  as  above 
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named,  has  been  duly  made  public  in  the  daily  papers, 
and  no  objections  have  been  offered  to  the  same. 

By  the  permanent  regulation  of  that  part  of  the  City,  em¬ 
braced  between  Twenty-first  and  Thirty-third  streets  and 
the  Bast  and  Hudson  River,  the  water  descends  from  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Avenues  into  a  New  Street  lately  opened 
by  Law,  (alluded  to  in  the  above  resolution  as  Irving  Place) 
thereby  causing  a  considerable  flow  of  water  over  the  surface 
of  said  street.  Besides,  it  has  been  found  by  experience, 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  dig  cellars  in  this  section  of  the 
City,  without  the  aid  of  a  Sewer  in  the  vicinity  to  lead 
off  the  water. 

With  these  facts  before  your  Committee,  it  is  obvious  that 
a  Sewer  is  indispensable  in  this  street,  and  as  the  property 
benefitted,  is  assessed  for  the  expense  of  the  work,  and  no 
portion  thereof  chargeable  on  the  Public  Treasury,  your 
Committee  are  unanimous  in  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
take  the  necessary  measures  for  constructing  a  Sewer  in 
the  New  Street,  (lately  opened  by  Law,  between  Twenty- 
first  and  Thirty-first  streets  and  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Avenues)  from  Twenty-second  to  Twenty-eighthstreets,  and 
that  he  prepare  and  present  the  necessary  ordinance  to  carry 
this  Resolution  into  effect. 

FRAS.  FICKETT, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 


Street  Committee . 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
and  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion  to  construct  a  Sewer  in  the  New  Street  lately  opened 
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by  law,  between  Twenty-first  and  Thirty-first  streets  and 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Avenues, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  BE PORT : 

That  having  examined  the  reasons  as  set  forth  in  said 
report,  your  Committee  are  fully  satisfied  of  the  expediency 
of  constructing  a  Sewer  in  the  street  above  named.— 
The  following  resolution  is  therefore  offered. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  concur  in  the  resolution  to 
construct  a  Sewer  in  the  New  Street  lately  opened  bv 
Law,  between  Twenty-first  and  Thirty-first  streets  and 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Avenues,  as  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND,  ) 

EDWARD  CURTIS,  >  Street  Committee. 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK,  \ 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  4,  1835. 

“  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  16,  1835 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  2d,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  51. 


BOARD  03*  ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER  9th,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  presented  the  following  Report  m  favor  of 
extending  the  limits  of  the  Fourth  District  for  In 
specting  Fire  Wood . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of 
John  Mount,  Abraham  D.  Brinckerhoof,  and  Richard 
Grant,  Inspectors  of  the  Fourth  Wood  District,  asking  the 
the  Common  Council  to  extend  the  limits  of  said  Dis¬ 
trict: 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

The  petitioners  state,  that  for  a  period  of  twenty-six 
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years,  their  predecessors,  and  themselves  have  until  lately 
exercised  jurisdiction  as  inspectors  of  ‘Fire  Wood,  from  the 
west  side  of  Catherine  Slip  to  the  foot  of  Roosevelt-street, 
without  any  interference  from  the  Inspectors  of  the  Fifth  Dis¬ 
trict;  but  that  new  Inspectors  have  recently  been  appointed 
to  the  said  Fifth  District,  who  claim  as  a  matter  of  right 
under  the  ordinance,  a  jurisdiction  from  Coffee-House  Slip 
to  James  Slip. 

By  reference  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Corporation  on  this 
subject,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Fourth  District  extends 
from  the  west  side  of  Catherine  Slip,  to  the  west  side  of 
James  Slip,  and  the  Fifth  District  from  Coffee-House  Slip 
to  James  Slip;  the  latter  district  having  by  far  the  greatest 
extent  of  front  on  the  River. 

The  petitioners  further  state,  that  several  masters  of  ves¬ 
sels  are  desirous,  that  that  portion  of  the  Fifth  District,  lying 
between  New  Slip  and  Roosevelt-street,  may  be  .included  in 
the  Fourth  District  and  give  as  a  reason,  that  at  present 
they  are  subject  to  much  loss  of  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Fifth  District  not  being  at  hand  at  all  times 
when  their  services  are  required. 

Your  Committee,  after  a  full  investigation  of  this  subject, 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  limits  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Dis¬ 
tricts  should  be  so  divided,  that  no  delay  be  occasioned  to 
vessels  discharging  wood  for  the  want  of  an  inspector ;  and 
as  the  Inspectors  of  the  Fourth  District  have  until  recently 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  that  portion  of  the  Fifth  District 
above  named,  your  Committee  recommend  that  the 

LAW 

Regulating  the  sale  and  Inspection  of  Fire  Wood,  be  so  al¬ 
tered,  that  the  7th  Section  will  read  as  follows: 

The  Fourth  District  shall  extend  from  the  west  side  of 
Catherine  Slip,  to  the  east  side  of  India  Wharf  near  the  foot 
of  Roosevelt-street, 
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The  Fifth  District  shall  extend  from  the  west  side  of  In¬ 
dia  Wharf,  near  the  foot  of  Roosevelt-street,  to  Coffee-House 
Slip,  including  the  east  side  of  said  Coffee-House  Slip. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 


Committee  on  Wharves, 'and 
Public  Lands  and  Places. 


The  Committee  on  WUarves  and  Slips,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  annexed  petition  and  report  relative  to  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Districts  for  Inspection  of  Fire  Wood, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  there  appears  to  be  some  misunderstanding  be¬ 
tween  the  Wood  Inspectors  in  these  Districts,,  as  to  the 
division  line  and  the  proposed  alteration  of  this  line,  will 
remove  this  difficulty  and  be  a  fair  division  of  the  same. 

They  recommend  a  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Al¬ 
dermen,  in  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Law,  as  adop¬ 
ted  by  them. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  1  _ 

WILLIAM  POWER,  (  Committee  on 

JOHN  CLEAVELAND,  )  Wharves. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  9,  1835. 

“  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  30,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  52. 


BOARD  OF  ALBEBMEX, 

OCTOBER  30th,  1835. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Laws ,  6pc. 
of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen ,  on  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  and  the  letter  of 
Chancellor  Kent ,  with  his  Notes  on  the  City  Charter 
were  concurred  in. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  September  21,  1835. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

I  have  this  morning  received  the  enclosed  Communi¬ 
cation  from  Chancellor  Kent,  and  I  send  herewith  the 
notes  referred  to. 

You  will  notice  in  Chancellor  Kent’s  letter,  he  suggests 
the  necessity  of  appointing  some  person  to  superintend  the 
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correction  of  the  Proof  Sheets,  making  Marginal  Re. 
ferences,  Index,  &c.,  and  that  he  offers  to  undertake  that 
duty  if  requested  by  you. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


New-York,  September  25,  1835. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  Notes  or 
Commentaries  on  the  Charter,  which  I  have  made  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
second  of  April  last. 

I  have  endeavored  to  execute  the  draft  in  such  a  clear, 
accurate  and  condensed  manner,  as  would  meet  the  avow¬ 
ed  object  of  the  appointment  and  the  wishes  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

After  arrangements  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  for  printing  a  new  edition  of  the  Charter,  with 
the  Notes  added  thereto,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Con_ 
vention  which  met  in  1829  to  amend  it,  I  would  respect, 
fully  suggest,  that  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  appoint 
some  person  to  superintend  the  correction  of  the  proof, 
sheets,  and  for  making  Marginal  References,  and  a  correct, 
full  and  intelligible  Index.  The  last  point  is  essential  to 
the  ready  and  comfortable  use  of  such  a  work.  That 
duty  is  not  submitted  to  me  by  the  resolution  appointing 
me,  and  yet,  I  would  beg  leave  merely  to  say,  that  I  am 
willing  to  execute  the  task,  if  the  Common  Council  should 
think  proper  to  authorize  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  KENT. 

Honorable 

CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-York. 
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The  Committee  on  Laws  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  Communication  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  also, 
the  letter  of  Chancellor  Kent,  with  his  notes  on  the  City 
Charter,  and  the  resolution  of  this  Board  in  relation  there- 


REPORT: 

That  the  particular  object  in  view,  in  referring  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  a  Committee,  was  to  report  the  necessary  resolutions 
to  have  the  Charter  and  Notes  submitted  by  Chancellor 
Kent  printed,  but  your  Committee  on  reflection,  have  deem¬ 
ed  it  important  also  to  recommend  another  measure  on  this 
subject. 

On  referring  to  the  original  resolution  passed  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  in  April,  1835,  your  Committee  find  that  the 
resolution  provided  for  Notes  or  a  Commentary  on  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  the  City,  showing  the  powers  vested  in  the  Corporation 
by  the  Charter,  those  granted  by  Legislative  acts,  those  which 
have  been  lost  by  non  usur  Legislative  enactments,  or  other¬ 
wise  and  those  which  remain. 

This  work  has  no  doubt  been  ably  performed  by  the 
Chancellor,  and  will  be  found  at  all  times  useful  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  others  whose  interests  are  connected  with  the  City, 
but  your  Committee  are  persuaded  that  the  resolution  as  ori¬ 
ginally  passed,  did  not  embrace  a  subject  which  your  Com¬ 
mittee  think  of  equal  importance. 

The  publication  of  the  Charter  of  this  City  with  Notes, 
,  was  no  doubt  intended  as  a  Manual  or  Text  Book  for  the 
Members  in  the  discharge  of  their  important  duties. 

This,  however,  would  not  be  complete  in  itself,  unless  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  treatise  on  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Members  of  the  Common  Council. 

This  is  to  be  gathered  only  from  a  variety  of  laws,  disper- 
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sed  through  numerous  volumes,  and  from  the  Charter;  and 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  treatise  would 
be  very  acceptable  and  highly  useful  to  all  who  may  have 
to  take  part  in  the  City  Councils. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  members  of  (he  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  are  not  lawyers,  and  such  will  always  be  the  case,  and 
much  difficulty  and  labor  will  be  saved  by  the  publication  of 
a  treatise  of  the  kind  referred  to. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  Chancellor 
Kent,  be  requested  to  prepare  a  treatise  on  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Assistant  Aldermen,  to 
be  annexed  to  and  published  with  the  said  Charter,  and  for 
that  purpose,  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Resolutions : 

Resolved ,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur)  That  Chan¬ 
cellor  Kent,  be  requested  to  prepare  a  Treatise  on  the  Powers, 
Duties,  and  Authority  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Assist¬ 
ant  Aldermen,  as  granted  to  them  by  the  Charter,  and  by  the 
several  Laws  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  be  annexed 
tp  and  published,  with  the  Charter  and  Notes  thereon  as 
prepared  by  him. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  each  Board,  with  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  make 
a  contract  for  publishing  1000  copies  of  the  Charter  and 
Notes  thereon,  and  the  said  Treatise  when  prepared  as  afore¬ 
said. 

Resolved ,  That  Chancellor  Kent  be  requested  to  prepare 
the  Marginal  References,  and  a  suitable  Index  to  the  whole 
work,  and  to  superintend  the  printing  of  the  same. 

Resolved ,  That  750  dollars  be  appropriated  to  be  paid  to 
Chancellor  Kent,  as  a  fee  therefor,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  be  in¬ 
structed  to  take  out  a  copy  right  of  the  said  work. 

THOMAS  S.  BRADY. 
EDWARD  CURTIS, 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM. 


Concurrence  recommended. 

October  30th,  1835. 

ERASTUS  BARNES, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  5,  1835 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  30,  1835. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  2d,  1835. 

j.  Morton,  clerk. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  53, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  7th,  1835. 

The  Committee  of  Police ,  Watch  and  Prisons ,  presented 
the  following  Report  and  Law  relative  to  the  duties  of 
Constables  and  Marshals  at  Fire fyc.  which  was  read: 
adopted  and  Law  passed ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants  Jor  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  of  Police,  Watch  and  Prisons,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  “  enquire  into  the  propriety 
of  so  amending  the  28th  section  of  the  “  Law  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  of  Fires,”  in  such  form  that  it  shall  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  Constables  and  Marshals  to  report  themselves  to  the 
High  Constable,  First  Marshal,  or  any  Magistrate  present  at 
such  fire, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  above  resolution  under  consideration, 
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and  are  convinced  that  from  the  frequent  occurrence  of  fires 
and  the  depredations  that  are  committed  at  them,  strong1  and 
effective  police  regulations  should  be  maintained,  and  that 
the  present  regulation  of  the  Constables  and  Marshals  re¬ 
porting  themselves  to  their  respective  Chiefs  only,  should  be 
done  away  with,  and  that  they  should  be  required  to  report 
themselves  to  the  first  Magistrate  they  may  meet  with  at  the 
place  of  fire,  and  put  themselves  under  his  direction.  The 
Committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  : 


“  A  LAW 


“To  amend  the  Law  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  Fires.” 


“1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Constables  and  Marshals 
“  to  repair  immediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves 
“  of  office,  to  the  place  where  such  fire  may  be,  and  to  re- 
“  Port  themselves  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  of  the  Al- 
“  dermen  or  Assistants,  High  Constable,  First  Marshal,  or 
“  any  Magistrate  of  said  city  that  may  be  present,  and  to  con- 
“  form  to  such  orders  as  may  be  given  them  by  any  one  of 
“ the  aforesaid  officers  and  Magistrates  for  the  preservation 
“  of  the  Public  peace,  and  the  removal  of  all  idle  and  sus- 
“  pected  persons  and  others  not  actually  or  usefully  employ- 
“  ed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the  pre- 
“  servation  of  property  in  the  vicinity  thereof ;  and  if  any 
“  Constable  or  Marshal  shall  not  attend  at  such  fire  or  shall 
“  neglect  so  to  report  himself,  without  a  reasonable  excuse 
“  therefor,  to  be  determined  by  the  Mayor,  or  to  obey  every 
“  order  that  maybe  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit 
“  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  offence.” 

“2.  The  twenty-eighth  section  of  the  “  Law  for  prevent- 
“  mg  and  extinguishing  Fires”  is  hereby  repealed.” 

JOHN  W.  LAMB, 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 
JOHN  DELAMATER. 


J 
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board  of  aldermen, 

DECEMBER  7th,  1835. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report 
relative  to  the  Depositing  of  Street  Manure  South  of 
Twenty-eighth-street,  and  the  accompanying  Law-, 
which  was  read ,  adopted,  and  the  Law  passed,  and 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for 
concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Reso¬ 
lution  to  inquire  and  Report  to  this  Board  at  the  next 
regular  meeting,  whether  any  modification  is  necessary  to 
be  made  to  the  15th  Section  of  the  7th  Title  of  the  Law 
to  prevent  Evil  Practices  in  the  City  of  New- York,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  deposit  of  manure  south  of  28th-street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  examined  into  the  subject  embraced 
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in  the  above  resolution,  and  find  that  under  the  existing 
law,  the  dealers  in  City  Manure  are  frequently  subjected  to 
a  double  expence  in  carting  their  manure ;  that  there  are 
not  sufficient  landing  places  higher  up  than  the  Dry  Dock 
on  the  East  River,  and  unless  they  can  find  immediate 
sale  for  their  manure  as  fast  as  it  is  collected,  it  must  be 
carted  at  an  expence  of  time  and  money  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance  out  of  town  to  be  deposited  until  an  opportunity 
offers  for  its  sale  and  removal. 

Your  Committee  do  not  conceive  that  there  would  be 
any  impropriety  in,  or  that  danger  would  result  to  the 
health  of  the  City,  by  permitting  manure  to  be  deposited 
south  of  Twenty-eighth-street  during  the  months  of  No¬ 
vember,  December,  January,  and  February,  under  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  Aldermen  and  Assistants  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  wards,  who  should  have  the  power  to  permit  in  wri¬ 
ting,  mandre  to  be  deposited  on  any  vacant  lot  in  the 
Ward,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  thereof,  and  to  direct 
its  removal  at  their  pleasure.  They  therefore  recommend 
that  the  15th  Section  of  the  7th  Title  of  the  law  referred 
to  in  the  resolution  be  repealedy  and  that  in  lieu  thereof, 
an  ordinance  be  passed  in  conformity  with  the- alteration 
herein  proposed  by  them.  For  this  purpose  they  have 
caused  an  ordinance  to  be  prepared  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  and  they  respectfully  offer  the  following  Reso¬ 
lution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  ordinance,  a  draft  of  which  is 
hereunto  annexed,  be  passed. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY.  \  Street  Committee. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  ) 


■l 


A  LAW 


To  amend  a  law  to  prevent  Evil  Practices  in  the  streets 
and  other  places  in  the  City  of  New-York. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
Now- York  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows : 

Section  1.  No  deposite  of  manure  lor  sale  shall  be 
kept  at  any  place  in  the  City  of  New-York  south  of  28th- 
street,  except  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  under  a  penalty  of 
twenty- five  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  there¬ 
of,  or  the  occupant  of  the  Lot  or  Lots,  or  other  place  in 
which  such  manure  shall  be  kept  severally  and  respectively _ 
But  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Alderman  and  Assis¬ 
tant  of  each  Ward,  to  permit  in  writing  under  their  hands, 
the  depositing  of  manure  in  any  lot.  or  other  place  in  said 
City  south  of  Twenty-eighth-street,  with  the  written  con- 
'  sent  of  the  owner  of  the  ground,  between  the  first  day  of 
November,  and  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year,  under 
such  regulations  and  during  such  time  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  subject  to  be  removed  at  any  time  whatever, 
on  the  order  of  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Ward. 

Section  2.  The  15th  Section  of  the  7th  Title  of  the  Law 
to  prevent  Evil  Practices  in  the  Streets  and  other  places  in 
the  City  of  New-York,  is  hereby  repealed. 
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DOCUMENT  NO,  55- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER  14th,  1835. 


The  Market  Committee  'presented  the  following  Report 
and  Law ,  recommending  the  appointment  of  an  In¬ 
spector  of  Butchers ,  which  was  read ,  laid  on  the  Ta¬ 
ble  and  directed  to  be  Printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Market  Committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  Re¬ 
port  to  the  Common  Council,  that  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  which  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
Butchers’  meat  in  shops,  not  within  the  limits  of  the  Public 
Markets,  the  practice  is  still  continued,  in  violation  of  the 
law  which  prohibits  the  same  ;  and  they  fear,  that  although 
provision  has  lately  been  made  for  admitting  into  the  Mar¬ 
kets  a  class  of  Butchers  to  be  known  as  permit  Butchers, 
which  it  is  hoped  may  tend  to  diminish  the  number  of 
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shops  opened  illegally  in  the  streets,  some  further  measures 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  Attorney  of  the  Corporation  to 
enforce  the  law  against  those  persons  who  may  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  keep  such  shops  within  the  prohibited  part  of  the 
City. 

The  difficulty  in  bringing  those  persons  to  punishment, 
arises  chiefly  from  the  want  of  any  evidence  against  them, 
and  often  from  the  insufficiency  of  such  testimony  as  is  of¬ 
fered  at  the  trials  of  suits  actually  brought. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Street  Inspectors  are  bound  as  part 
of  their  general  duty  to  furnish  the  Attorney  with  infor¬ 
mation  of  all  violations  of  the  Ordinance  which  prohibits 
the  selling  of  fresh  meat  out  of  the  Markets,  and  many  con- 
evictions  have  already  taken  place  through  the  means  of  some 
of  those  Officers ;  but,  the  mere  giving  information  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  shop,  is  not  providing  the  necessary  tes¬ 
timony  to  obtain  judgment  against  the  offender,  and  it  must 
be  evident  that  with  the  various  other  duties  specially  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Street  Inspectors,  they  cannot  devote  the  time 
necessary  fo  procure  an  effectual  suppression  of  the  evil  in 
question.  At  all  events  the  fact  is  manifest,  that  through 
their  agency  alone,  this  business  cannot  be  broken  up,  and 
the  Committee  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  that  a  due  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  law  intended  for  this  purpose,  cannot  be  expected, 
unless  a  proper  officer  shall  be  appointed  whose  special  duty 
it  shall  be  to  obtain  adequate  proof  of  every  transgression, 
and  to  furnish  the  same  to  the  Attorney.  The  Committee 
are  aware,  that  objections  exist  against  the  creation  of  new 
Offices,  but  they  conteive  the  duty  which  rests  upon  the 
Common  Council,  of  using  every  effort  to  stop  this  abuse  of 
their  authority,  to,  be  paramount  to  such  considerations;  and 
that  it  is  due  to  the  regular  Butchers  who  have  obtained 
licences,  and  who  pay  for  stalls  in  the  Market,  to  leave  no 
means  untried  to  effect  this  object.  They  also  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  whole  time  and  services  of  one  man  will  be  required 
to  fulfil  this  duty,  until  the  evil  shall  have  been  abated,  and 
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that  the  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid  to  a  competent  person 
for  this  purpose  could  not  be  better  expended  in  the  public 
service. 

With  these  views,  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  recommend  to  the  Common  Council,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  Officer  to  be  known  as  the  Inspector  of  Butchers, 
whose  special  employment  shall  be  to  aid  the  Attorney  of 
the  Corporation  in  prosecuting  to  conviction,  every  person 
who  shall  violate  the  above  mentioned  Ordinance.  The 
appointment  of  such  an  Officer,  will  not  render  it  less  the 
duty  of  the  Street  Inspectors  to  do  whatever  may  be  within 
their  power  towards  effecting  this  object,  and  the  Commit¬ 
tee  are  not  without  hopes,  that  by  the  additional  exertions 
which  can  thus  be  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence  in 
such  cases,  the  law  may  be  enforced  with  effect. 

As  an  Ordinance  would  be  necessary  for  the  appointment 
of  such  Officer,  and  to  define  his  duties,  the  Committee  have 
caused  one  to  be  prepared  and  herewith  submit  the  same; 
and  they  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  thereof. 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 
GEORGE  CLINCH, 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND. 


A  LAW 


To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  of  Butchers,, 
and.  to  prescribe  his  duties. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New-York  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  Ordain  as 
follows : 

Section  1.  A  suitable  person  shall  be  appointed  to  be 
known  as  the  Inspector  of  Butchers,  who  shall  hold  his 
Office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Inspector 
of  Butchers,  to  give  information  to  the  Attorney  of  the 
Corporation,  of  all  violations  of  the  7th  Section  of  the  8th 
Title  of  the  Law  to  regulate  Public  Markets,  and  to  procure 
and  furnish  to  the  said  Attorney,  such  proof  of  the  said 
violations  as  may  enable  him  to  obtain  judgment  for  the 
penalty  prescribed  by  the  said  Section,  against  persons 
violating  the  same. 

Section  3.  The  said  [Inspector  of  Butchers,  shall  re¬ 
ceive  for  his  services  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  for  a  year,  payable  quarterly. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  56. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEJf, 


DECEMBER  14th,  1835. 


The  Committee  on  Assessments ,  presented  the  following 
Report,  on  the  Assessment  for  building  a  Sewer  in 
Nineteenth-street ,  between  the  Second  Avenue  and  the 
Blooming  dale  Road ,  and  the  objections  thereto. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Assessments,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Assessment  for  building  a  Sewer  in  Nineteenth-street 
from  the  Second  Avenue  to  the  Bloomingdale  Road,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  objections  which  have  been  received  against 
the  confirmation  thereof, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  objections  to  the  said  Assessment,  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Administrators  of  the  Estate  of  Cornelius 
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T.  Williams,  deceased,  and  from  Franklin  S.  Kinney,  Esq., 
respectively.  The  ground  of  objection  taken  by  the  former, 
is,  that  the  Assessment  has  not  been  sufficiently  extended, 
and  that  certain  Lots  which  have  been  assessed  should  have 
been  exempted.  The  Committee  have  had  the  objecting 
parties  before  them,  and  have  heard  their  statements,  and 
they  consider  that  the  objections  made  by  the  Administra¬ 
tors  of  Mr.  Williams,  have  been  fully  answered  by  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  that  the  Sewer  in 
question  is  not  intended  to  receive  surface  water,  but  to  keep 
the  cellars  dry  of  the  houses  to  be  built  on  the  adjacent 
lots. 

Mr.  Kinney  opposes  the  confirmation  of  the  Assessment, 
on  the  ground  that  he  is  the  Lessee  of  some  of  the  lots  as¬ 
sessed,  and  that  the  whole  amount  to  be  paid  for  those  lots 
has  been  assessed  against  him;  whereas,  he  contends  that 
the  benefit  accruing  to  the  property  from  this  Sewer,  is  of  a 
permanent  nature,  and  that  the  Assessment  should  there¬ 
fore  have  been  apportioned  between  him  and  the  land¬ 
lord. 

It  is  true  that  the  Sewer  may  be  considered  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  as  a  substantial  and  permanent  advantage  to  the  pro¬ 
perty,  but  Mr.  Kinney,  as  the  Committee  understood  from 
him,  holds  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  with  a  covenant  for 
two  renewals,  and  is  expressly  bound  by  his  lease  to  pay  all 
taxes  and  assessments.  Mr.  Kinney  contends  that  the  same 
rule  should  be  applied  to  this  case,  as  if  it  were  an  assess¬ 
ment  for  opening  or  improving  a  street;  the  practice  how¬ 
ever,  has  always  been  in  assessments  of  this  nature  to  insert 
the  name  of  the  lessee  only  in  the  assessment  list,  and  the 
Committee  are  informed  that  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
making  such  assessments,  would  be  increased  by  adopting 
the  practice  of  apportioning  the  amounts  between  the  land¬ 
lords  and  tenants.  The  words  of  the  law  are,  that  there 
shall  be  “  a  just  and  equitable  assessment  thereof  among  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  all  the  houses  and  lots  intended  to 
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'  be  benefited  thereby,  ifi  proportion  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to 
the  advantage  which  each  shall  be  deemed  to  acquire,”  and 
this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  an  objection  like  Mr.  Kin¬ 
ney’s  has  been  presented. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  although  the  Committee  are  not 
free  from  doubt,  as  to  the  question  presented  by  Mr.  Kinney’s 
objection,  they  consider  that  the  safe  course  for  the  Common 
Council  to  pursue,  will  be  to  ratify  the  present  Assessment, 
and  leave  Mr.  Kinney  to  bring  the  case  up  for  judicial  deter¬ 
mination  if  he  should  think  proper. 

If  he  should  adopt  this  course,  the  point  will  undergo 
an  examination,  and  be  decided  by  a  competent  tribunal, 
which  would  be  rather  desirable  than  otherwise. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  have  concluded  to  offer  the 
following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  estimate  and  assessment  for  construc¬ 
ting  a  Sewer  in  Nineteenth-street,  between  the  Second  Ave¬ 
nue  and  the  Bloomingdale  Road,  be  ratified  by  the  Common 
Council. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  \  Committee  on  Assessments. 

D.  BANKS,  ) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  Vt  If  35. 
«  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  I4,f1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  15,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


■  tf 


DOCUMENT  no.  57. 


board  of  aldermen, 


DECEMBER  7th,  1835. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Police  Watch  and  Prisons , 
on  the  subject  of  purchasing  a  Lot  at  Harlem,  and  to 
erect  thereon  a  House  of  Detention  and  Justices  Court 


Room. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Police,  Watch  and  Prisons,  to  whom 
the  report  and  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  had 
been  referred  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  a  Lot,  and  the 
erection  of  a  Justices’  Court  Room  and  House  of  Detention 
at  Harlem, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  all  the  consideration  that 
is  necessary,  and  fully  coincide  with  the  Report  from  the 
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Board  of  Assistants  and  the  Resolution  annexed  thereto,  be¬ 
lieving  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  portion  of’ our 
City  should  be  accommodated. 

They,  therefore,  recommend  a  concurrence  with  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  of  the  report  add  resolution,  as  passed  that 
Board. 


JOHN  W.  LAMB, 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 


The  Committee  on  Police,  Watch  and  Prisons,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  H.  Hall,  Andrew 
McGown  and  others,  persons  who  are  residents  of  York- 
vill  and  Harlem,  praying  to  have  a  House  of  Detention 
established  at  Harlem  for  the  detention  of  Prisoners,  until 
they  can  be  safely  sent  to  the  Bellevue  establishment,  would 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  they  have  had  the  application  of  the  Petioners  under 
consideration,  and  have  been  fully  convinced  of  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  having  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  in,  or 
near  Harlem;  as  it  very  often  happens  that  persons  are 
arrested  in  that  neighborhood,  and  the  officer  has  been 
put  to  great  expence  and  trouble  to  get  them  convey¬ 
ed  to  the  lower  Prison  for  safe  keeping,  when,  if  there 
had  been  a  Prison  House  at  Harlem,  it  would  have  been 
obviated. 

Your  Committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  inasmuch  as 
it  has  become  necessary  to  erect  a  building  of  the  kind, 
it  would  be  better  if  it  was  made  large  enough  to  con¬ 
tain  a  Justices’  Court  Room,  and  also,  apartments  for  the 
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residence  of  a  Marshall,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  take 
charge  of  the  Prisoners,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties 
as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Your  Committee  would  furthermore  state,  that  they  have 
had  an  interview  with  your  Superintendent  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Repairs  on  the  above  subject,  and  he  has  estimated 
the  cost  of  a  building  that  would  be  suitable  for  all  the 
purposes  required,  at  about  two  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars,  and  as  a  Lot  of  Ground  could  be  purchased  for 
about  six  hundred  dollars,  the  whole  cost  would  not  ex¬ 
ceed  three  thousand  dollars,  and  as  your  Committee  are 
informed  that  the  Assistant  Justice  of  the  upper  part  of 
that  Ward,  is  under  the  necessity  of  hiring  a  Court  Room; 
that  portion  of  money  would  be  saved  to  the  City,  and 
would  go  to  pay  in  part  the  interest  on  a  portion  of  the 
expenditure.  Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Resolved ,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur)  That  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  Lot  of  Ground; 
and  erecting  a  Justices’  Court  Room  and  House  of  Detention 
at  Harlem  in  the  Twelfth  Ward,  and  that  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Public  Repairs,  is  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Building  Committee,  report  to  this 
Board,  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  Building  to  be  erected 
at  Harlem,  previous  to  entering  into  a  contract  for  said 
Building. 

L.  P.  JORDAN,  )  ^ 

JOHN  CLEAVELAND,  (  Committee  on 

R.  R.  WARD,  )  Police,  fyc. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  7,  1835. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  14,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  15,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  53. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER  21st,  1835. 


"l'he  following  Resolutions  received  from  the  Board  of 
Assistants. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved ,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,' )  That  an' 
application  to  the  next  Legislature  be  made  at  the  opening 
of  the  Session,  for  the  passage  of  a  law,  empowering  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- York ? 
in  their  discretion  to  purchase  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  such  law,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
six  millions  of  dollars,  any  bonds  which  belonged  on  the 
18th  day  of  December,  1835,  to  any  of  the  Companies  in 
the  said  City,  Incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  In¬ 
surance  against  Fire,  the  payment  of  which  bonds  shall  then 
have  been  secured  by  mortgage  upon  unincumbered  Real 
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Estate  in  the  said  City,  worth  at  the  time  of  such  purchase, 
thirty  per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  secured  by  such  bonds 
respectively. 

Resolved ,  That  such  law  shall  provide  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  by  the  Common  Council  of  said  City,  of  seven  Com¬ 
missioners  to  serve  without  compensation,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  the  premises  so  mortgaged,  and  that  no  such 
mortgage  shall  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  a  majority  of 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  have  certified  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  of  the  said  City,  their  opinion  in  writing,  that  the 
premises  mortgaged  will  afford  to  the  said  City,  an  adequate 
security  for  the  amount  so  loaned  thereon. 

Resolved ,  That  such  law,  in  order  to  provide  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  make  it  lawful  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  said  law, 
for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  City 
to  issue  bonds,  under  their  Corporate  Seal,  in  such  amounts 
and  redeemable  at  such  times,  as  the  Common  Council  of 
said  City  may  direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  and  for  the 
payment  of  which  bonds  to  pledge  the  faith  and  property  of 
the  said  City. 

Resolved ,  That  the  said  law  shall  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said  city,  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages  when  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  said  city,  to  the  redemption  of  the  bonds 
issued  under  the  said  law,  and  the  whole  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  appropriated  as  a 
Sinking  Fund  therefor,  and  that  the  same  shall  not  under 
any  pretence  whatever  be  diverted  from  such  purpose. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  object  of 
the  foregoing  Resolutions,  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  is 
hereby  directed  to  prepare  forthwith  a  law  and  memorial  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  and  that  such  law  be  so 
drawn  as  to  take  effect  from  the  day  of  the  passage  thereof 
by  the  Legislature— such  draft  and  memorial  when  pre- 
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pared  to  be  presented  to  the  Common  Council  for  their  ap- 
approval. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  21,  1835. 
Amendment  concurred  in  by  Board  of  Assistants,  De¬ 
cember  21,  1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  22,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


* 


BQCUMBNT  NO.  59. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  21st,  1835. 


The  Comptroller  presented  the  following  estimate  of 
nett  Receipts  and  Payments  for  1836,  which  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Comptroller  respectfully  presents  herewith  to  the 
Common  Council,  a  statement  of  the  estimated  nett  receipts 
and  payments  for  the  year  1836,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
amount  that  will  be  required  to  be  raised  by  tax  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year,  will  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  directed  to  be  raised  last  year 
by  seventy-four  thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-three  dol¬ 
lars. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  City,  and  the  public  improve¬ 
ments  in  progress,  and  those  directed  to  be  commenced,  add 
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a  corresponding  increase  of  expenditure  in  the  several  items 
of  account,  and  are  the  causes  which  lead  to  an  increase  of 
the  amount  of  taxes. 

In  consequence  of  the  calamity  which  has  recently  befal¬ 
len  us,  any  suggestions  from  your  Honorable  Body,  by  way 
of  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  City,  or  otherwise  by  which  the 
raising  of  this  amount,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  property 
real  and  personal  of  our  citizens  can  be  dispensed,  with  for 
the  present  year,  will  meet  the  concurrence  of  this  depart¬ 
ment. 

In  the  absence  of  which,  however,  the  Comptroller  respect¬ 
fully  recommends  that  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation,  be 
directed  fo  prepare  a  bill  and  cause  the  same  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature  in  the  early  part  of  the  Session,  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  Corporation  to  raise  by  tax  on  the  real  and  personal 
estates  liable  to  taxation  in  this  City,  the  sum  of  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  such  further  sum  as  may 
be  necessary  to  cover  the  errors  and  delinquences  in  the  tax 
for  the  year  1835,  and  also,  the  expences  contingent  on 
levying  the  said  taxes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Comptroller. 


New-York,  December  21,  1835. 


* 
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Commutation  alien  passengers,  . 

$19,000 

Intestate  Estates,  .  ,  , 

200 

Mayoralty  fees,  .... 

3,500 

Tavern  and  excise  licenses, 

.  26,000 

Rents,  . 

.  .  104,000 

Auction  duties,  .... 

10,000 

Arrears  of  taxes,  . 

10,000 

$172,700 
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ESTIMATED  NETT  PAYMENTS  FOR  1836. 


Alms  House,  <fcc., 

$140,000 

Board  of  Health,  . 

14,000 

Charities,  .... 

8,000 

Cleaning  Streets, 

75,000 

Coroner’s  fees  and  expenses, 

4,500 

County  contingencies,  .  *  . 

35,000 

Courts,  .  . 

32,000 

'Docks  and  Slips,  .... 

.  104,000 

Elections,  ..... 

6,000 

Fire  Department,  .... 

30,000 

Interest  account, 

65,000 

Justices’  Courts,  .  .  .  . 

3,000 

Lamps  and  Gas,  .... 

101,000 

Lands  and  Places,  .... 

6,000 

Markets, . 

Penalties, . 

1,000 

Police, . . 

17,000 

Printing  and  Stationary, 

16,000 

Public  reservoir,  current  expenses,  . 

8,000 

Public  schools,  account  blind  children  at  the  Institution,  1,430 

Repairs  and  supplies, 

20,000 

Roads,  ...... 

15,000 

‘Salaries, . 

54,000 

Streets,  opening,  &c., 

40,000 

Street  expenses,  .... 

40,000 

Water  pipes  and  laying  down, 

55,000 

Watch, . 

150,000 

Wells  and  Pumps,  .  .  , 

4,000 

Cleaning  Docks  and  Slips, 

7,000 

1,097,930 


BOOU3EBSIT  NO.  60. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

DECEMBER  30th,  1835. 


Co?nmunicalion  from  the  Counsel ,  enclosing  a  Memorial 
to  the  Legislature ,  and,  the  draught  of  an  act  to 
authorise  the  Mayor ,  fyc.  of  the  city  of  New-  York ,  to 
raise  moneys  on  loan ,  and  for  other  purposes. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  present  to  the  Common 
Council  for  their  approval,  the  enclosed  memorial  to  the 
Legislature,  and  draught  of  an  act  to  authorise  the  Mayor, 
<fec,  of  the  city  of  New-York  to  raise  moneys  on  loan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  which  memorial  and  draft  act  have  been 
prepared  by  him,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  passed  on  the 
22d  of  December  inst. 

R.  EMMET. 


December  28th.  1835. 


Doc^  No.  60.J 
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AN  ACT, 

To  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  New-York  to  raise  moneys  on  loan  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly — do  enact  as  follows  : 

§1.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New-York  are  hereby  empowered  in  their  discretion,  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
purchase  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars, 
any  bonds  which  belonged  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  in  the  year  one  thousarrnd  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  to  any  of  the  companies  in  the  said  city,  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  insurance  against  fire,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  which  bonds  shall  then'  have  been  secured  by  mort¬ 
gage  upon  unincumbered  real  estate  in  the  said  city,  worth 
at  the  time  of  such  purchase  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
amount  secured  by  such  bonds,  respectively. 

§2.  The  Common  Council  of  the  said  city  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  seven  commissioners,  who  shall  serve 
without  compensation,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  premises  so  mortgaged;  and  no  such  mortgage 
shall  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  a  majority  of  the 
said  commissioners  shall  have  certified  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  said  city  their  opinion  in  writing,  that  the  premises 
mortgaged  will  afford  to  the  said  city  an  adequate  security 
for  the  amount  so  loaned  thereon. 

§3.  In  order  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  the  above 
purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  said  city  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue  bonds  under  their 
corporate  seal,  or  stock,  in  such  amounts,  and  redeemable 
at  such'  times,  as  the  Common  Council  of  the  said  city  may 
direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  per  cent. 
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per  annum,  payable  half  yearly;  and  to  pledge  the  faith 
and  property  of  the  said  city  for  the  payment  of  such  bonds, 
or  the  redemption  of  such  stock. 

§4.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said 
city  shall  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages  when 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  said  city  to  the  redemption  of 
the  bonds  or  stock  to  be  issued  under  this  act ;  and  the  whole 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  sinking  fund  therefor and  the  same  shall 
not,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  diverted  from  such 
purpose. 

§5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 


The  following  Resolutions  were  received  from  the  Board 
■of  Assistants. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,)  That  an 
application  to  the  next  Legislature  be  made  at  the  opening 
-of  the  Session,  for  the  passage  of  a  law,  empowering  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of, New  York, 
in  their  discretion  to  purchase  at  any  time  within  six  months, 
after  the  passage  of  such  law,  to  an  amount  aot  exceeding 
•six  millions  of  dollars,  any  bonds  which  belonged  on  the 
18th  day  of  December,  1835,,  to  any  of  the  Companies  in 
the  said  City,  Incorporated  for,  the  purpose  of  effecting  In¬ 
surance  against  Fire,  the  payment  of  which  bonds  shall  then 
have  been  secured  by  mortgage  upon  unincumbered ,  Real 
Estate  in  the  said  City,  worth  at  the  time  of  such  purchase, 
thirty  percent,  more  than  the  amount  secured  by  such  bonds 
respectively. 

Resolved ,  That  such  law  shall  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment  by  the  Common  Council  of  said  City,  of  seven  Com¬ 
missioners  to  serve  without  compensation,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  the  premises  so  mortgaged,  and  that  no  such 
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mortgage  shall  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  a  majority  of 
the  said  Commissioners  shall,  have  certified  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  of  the  said  City,  their  opinion  in  writing,-  that  the 
premises  mortgaged  will  atford  to  the  said  City,  an  adequate 
security  for  the  amount  so  loaned  thereon. 


Resolved ,  That  such  law,  in  order  to  provide  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  make  it  lawful  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  said  law, 
for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  City, 
to  issue  bonds,  under  their  Corporate  Seal,  in  such  amounts 
and  redeemable  at  such  times,  as. the  Common  Council  of 
;said  City  may  direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  and  tor  the 
•payment  of  which  bonds  to  pledge  the  faith  and  property  of 
.the  said  City. 


Resolved,  That  the  said  law  shall  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said  City,  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages  when  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  said  city,  to  the  redemption  of  the  bonds 
issued  tinder  the  said  law,  and  the  whole  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  appropriated  as  a 
Sinking  Fund  therefor,  and  that  the  same  shall  not  under 
any  pretence  whatever  be  diverted  from  such  purpose. 


Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  object  of 
.the  foregoing  Resolutions,  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  is 
hereby  directed  to  prepare  forthwith  a  law  and  memorial  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  and  that  such  law  be  so 
drawn  as  to  take  effect  from  the  day  of  the  passage  thereof 
by  the  Legislature — such  draft  and  memorial  when  prepar¬ 
ed  to  be  presented  to  the.  Common  Council  for  their  ap¬ 
proval. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New-York, 

.RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENTS  :v 

That  on  the  night  of  the  16th  December  instant,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  First  Ward  of  the  City  of  New-York,  by 
which  nearly  seven  hundred  buildings,  principally  large 
and  valuable  stores,  situated  in  the  most  commercial  section 
of  the  city,  including  also  the  Merchants’  Exchange  and 
Post  Office,  were  entirely  destroyed. 

Your  Memorialists  are  unable  at  present  to  state  the  total 
amount  of  loss  in  buildings  and  merchandize,  occasioned  by 
this  conflagration,  but  such  loss  has  already  been  ascertain¬ 
ed  to  amount  to  several  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  it  "may,  be 
said  with  truth,  that  in  its  extent  and  consequences,  the  said 
fire  has  been  the  most  disastrous  that  has  yet  occurred  in 
the  United  States. 

Your  Memorialists  further  represent,  that  the  loss  occa¬ 
sioned  by  this  calamity  has  fallen  with  unparallelled  severity 
upon  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  of  this  city  ;  almost  the 
whole  of  the  property  destroyed,  as  well  buildings  ashner- 

chandize,  having  been  insured  by  the  said  Companies. _ 

With  very  few  exceptions,  every  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  this  city  has  sustained  a  portion  of  such  loss,  and  of  some, 
the  entire  capital  has  been  swept  away. 

The  capital  stocks  of  those  Companies  being  almost  whol¬ 
ly  secured  by  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate  within  this 
city,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  heavy  demands  to 
be  made  by  the  sufferers  upon  the  said  Companies,  (in  case 
relief  be  not  otherwise  afforded,)  must  be,  that  immedi¬ 
ate  payment  of  such  bonds  and  mortgages  will  be  required. 
The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  cause  forced  sales  of  real  es¬ 
tate  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  owners  of  such  property ;  and 
even  if  the  Insurance  Companies  should  in  this  way  collect 
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in  their  whole  capitals,  such  collection  would  be  attended 
with  delays,  which  would  prevent  the  sufferers  by  the  fire 
from  deriving  the  prompt  relief  which  their  peculiar  situa¬ 
tion  requires. 

Your  Memorialists  further  represent  that  the  public  at¬ 
tention  has  been  seriously  engaged  in  considering  how  re¬ 
lief  can  be  most  effectually  and  judiciously  administered  to 
the  community  of  this  city  in  its  present  embarrassment,  as 
well  as  from  what  quarter  such  relief  should  be  obtained. — 
In  regard  to  the  mode  of  affording  such  aid,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  commercial  energies  of  this  city  which  have  been 
prostrated  by  this  blow,  can  only  be  restored  by  enabling 
the  immediate  sufferers  to  realize  their  means  and  reinstate 
their  business  with  as  little  interruption  as  possible  ;  to  ef¬ 
fect  which  it  is  necessary  that  the  Insurance  Companies 
•should  be  furnished  with  funds  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
their  losses.  Your  Memorialists  believe  that  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  expediency 
,of  this  mode  of  relief,  and  although  there  are  undoubtedly 
many  sufferers  who  may  not  be  directly'  benefited  thereby,, 
and  for  whose  particular  relief  other  means  must  be  devised, 
it  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
city  will  be  best  promoted  by  a  measure,  the  immediate  ob¬ 
ject  of  which  is  the  resucitation  of  the  vast  amount  of  its. 
commerce  which  has  been  paralyzed  by  this  calamity. 

With  respect  to  the  source  from  whence  this  relief  should 
be  obtained,  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  that  various, 
propositions  have  been  suggested  and  considered,  and  that 
it  has  been  determined  that  application  should  be  made 
the  General  Government  for  a  loan.  The  sympathies  of 
the  public  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  have  also  beep  most  generously 
elicited  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers,  and  measures  have  been 
proposed  in  that  city  with  a  degree  of  liberality  and  public 
spirit  almost  unexampled,  to  procure  from  its  own  resources. 
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the  pecuniary  aid  required  for  their  immediate  relief.  Ani¬ 
mated  however  by  a  desire  that  the  city  of  New-York  should' 
rely  upon  its  own  efforts  and  means,  so  far  as  they  may 
be  available,  for  its  restoration  from  the  effects  of  the  blow 
thus  inflicted  on  it,  and  believing  that  its  resources  if  pro¬ 
perly  applied  would  aid  materially  in  relieving  them  in  their 
present  difficulties,  the  citizens  of  New-York  have  unequivo¬ 
cally  manifested  their  opinion  and  wishes  that  your  Memo¬ 
rialists  as  their  municipal  representatives  should  be  the  imme¬ 
diate  instrument  for  procuring  and  affording  a  portion  of  the 
pecuniary  aid  now  required,  and  that  whatever  powers 
might  be  necessary  for  this  purpose  should  be  obtained  and 
exercised  without  delay. 


Having  had  this  subject  under  their  deliberation  in  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  and  being  fully  convinced  that  in  the  present 
crisis,  it  has  become  their  special  duty  to  respond  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  thus  entertained  by  their  fellow  citizens,  your  Memo¬ 
rialists  have  passed  certain  resolutions,  which  they  beg 
leave  to  submit  herewith,  and  from  which  the  object  and 
proposed  results  of  their  present  application,  will  distinctly 
appear. 

Your  Memorialists  confidently  believe  that  the  passage  of 
such  an  act  is  contemplated  by  the  said  resolutions,  will,  in 
addition  to  the  actual  relief  to  be  thereby  afforded,  have  a 
tendency  to  restore  confidence  to  the  community,  and  to 
prevent  unnecessary  and  ruinous  sacrifices  of  property;  and 
they  feel  entirely  justified  in  applying  for  such  an  act,  so 
far  as  it  respects  the  ability  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in 
point  of  property,  to  secure  and  repay  any  loan  which  it 
may  be  deemed  expedient  to  incur  under  its  provisions. 
The  present,  is  in  fact  an  application  from  the  Citizens  of 
New  York,  for  authority  to  use  their  own  means  for  the 
alleviation  of  their  own  sufferings ;  and  as  such,  your  Me- 
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morialists  respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  body 
may  confer  such  authority,  by  the  speedy  passage  of  the 
act  which,  is  herewith  submitted. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  28,  1835. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  30,  1835. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  2d,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK : 

The  undersigned.  Public  Administrator,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  39th  Section  of  Article  1st,  Chapter  6th,  Part  2d  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  makes  the  following  Report — Dated  January  1st,  1836. 


Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

Amount  of  re¬ 
ceipts  by  the 
late  Public  Ad¬ 
ministrator. 

Amount  of  re¬ 
ceipts  by  the 
[present  Public 
Administrator. 

j  Amount  paid 

Amount  receiv-  Amount  recei-  out  by  late  P. 
ed  for  commis- ved  for  com- Administrator 
sions  by  late  missions  by  pre-:  including  ex- 
Public  Admin-  sent  Public  Ad-  penditures. 
ministrator.  ministrator.  debts,  and  dis¬ 

tributions. 

Amount  paid 
out  by  present 
Public  Admin-1 
istrator  includ¬ 
ing  expendi¬ 
tures  debts  and 
distributions,  i 

John  Johnson, 

Mariner, 

Liverpool, 

28 

96 

u 

tt 

tt 

it 

1 

44 

10 

88 

15 

42  j 

John  Read, 

Mariner, 

Florida, 

2 

57 

It 

it 

« 

« 

12 

1 

25 

« 

12 

Samuel  Davis, 

Mariner, 

Florida, 

4 

16 

« 

it 

« 

« 

it 

20 

3 

38 

tt 

20 

Richard  Wood, 

Mariner, 

Florida, 

7 

93 

it 

It 

it 

it 

it 

39 

5 

38 

1 

89 

Malcolm  Ferguson, 

Merchant, 

New- York, 

2073 

00 

26 

40 

tt 

it 

104 

97 

73 

75 

267 

85 

John  Williams, 

Mariner, 

Unknown, 

10 

96 

tt 

« 

tt 

u 

54 

7 

88 

tt 

54 

Robert  Blair, 

Mariner, 

England, 

« 

t: 

9 

92 

tt 

tt 

49 

« 

25 

5 

54 

David  Blues, 

Mariner, 

England, 

11 

57 

91 

00 

“ 

tt 

5 

12 

9 

00 

35 

92 

Hiram  P.  Collins, 

Mariner, 

Unknown, 

tt 

n 

5 

75 

u 

it 

it 

a 

it 

25 

5 

50 

J.  Hale, 

Mariner, 

Unknown, 

it 

a 

4 

45 

tt 

tt 

n 

22 

it 

75 

3 

72 

Maria  Turner, 

Unknown, 

New- York, 

tt 

<• 

17 

87 

tt 

u 

89 

1 

00 

10 

64 

Henry  Briarly, 

Stage  Driver, 

New- York, 

59 

38 

“ 

tt 

“ 

a 

2 

96 

46 

75 

6 

76 

Henry  Harson, 

Mariner, 

Unknown, 

4 

20 

“ 

« 

tt 

a 

3 

00 

1 

50 

John  Jonson, 

Mariner, 

Liverpool, 

7 

79 

a 

tt 

“ 

a 

tt 

38 

5 

00 

2 

43 

David  Campbell. 

Laborer, 

New- York, 

51 

12 

a 

tt 

“ 

11 

2 

55 

10 

87 

8 

35 

Henrick  Henning, 

Mariner, 

Canton. 

44 

94 

tt 

tt 

tt 

a 

2 

24 

11 

37 

8 

24 

Peter  Fritz, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

10 

67 

tt 

it 

tt 

tt 

53 

3 

50 

5 

13 

James  S.  Reynolds, 

Sailmaker, 

New- York, 

tt 

“ 

4406 

02 

u 

tt 

172 

65 

“ 

4406 

02 

William  Richardson, 

Mariner, 

New-Orleans, 

tt 

“ 

11 

26 

tt 

It 

tt 

56 

“ 

8 

06 

Jethro  Mitchell, 

Merchant, 

Cincinnati, 

■tt 

i: 

“ 

tt 

“ 

“ 

K 

tt 

tt 

1 

90 

Mary  Curtis, 

Unknown, 

Ireland, 

« 

“ 

it 

u 

11 

it 

a 

“ 

it 

tt 

1 

90 

Alice  Dickinson, 

Widow, 

New-Y  ork, 

4975 

96 

104 

42 

167 

15 

22 

35 

!  2990 

50 

219 

83 

James  Herd, 

Miner, 

New- York, 

3676 

22 

80 

00 

<• 

187 

81 

53 

18 

3595 

45 

Robert  N.  Waite, 

Storekeeper, 

New-York, 

8 

00 

“ 

tt 

it 

a 

“ 

« 

8 

00 

“ 

a 

Julia  L.  Gray, 

Unknown, 

New- York, 

85 

54 

tt 

a 

a 

a 

4 

27 

11 

38 

7 

77 

Mary  H.  Boerem, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

19 

27 

tt 

it 

« 

“ 

“ 

96 

16 

50 

2 

46 

Henry  Masqulez, 

Merchant, 

Canada, 

335 

73 

“ 

11 

“ 

16 

78 

36 

00 

51 

06 

Joseph  Crosby,  alias  Casso, 

Mariner, 

South  America 

101 

40 

It 

a 

a 

“ 

5 

07 

22 

05 

10 

07 

Isaac  Lawton, 

Unknown, 

Rhode  Island, 

7 

14 

tt 

tt 

35 

5 

30 

1 

84 

Mo.  2, 


Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

Amount  of  re¬ 
ceipts  by  the  < 
ate  Public  Ad¬ 
ministrator. 

Amount  of  re-  ( 
ceipts  by  the 
present  Public  ' 
Administrator. 

Amountreceiv- 
ed  for  commis- ; 
sions  by  late  i 
Public  Admin-  : 
ministrator.  ; 

Amount  recei¬ 
ved  for  com¬ 
missions  by  pre¬ 
sent  Public  Ad¬ 
ministrator. 

Amount  paid' 
out  by  late  P. 
Administrator 
including  ex¬ 
penditures, 
debts,  and  dis¬ 
tributions. 

Amount  paid 
out  by  present' 
Public  Admin¬ 
istrator  includ¬ 
ing  expendi-; 
tures  debts  and 
distributions. 

Cornelius  Donavan, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

89 

37 

cc 

(t 

cc 

cc 

4 

46 

43 

67 

5 

96 

Samuel  Haward, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

26 

89 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

34 

9 

80 

17 

09 

Alice  Adams, 

Boarding  h .  keeper 

New-York, 

134 

90 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

6 

74 

98 

36 

6 

74 

Philip  P.  Close, 

Unknown, 

Liverpool, 

31 

45 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

57 

11 

80 

19 

65 

Mrs.  Seely, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

33 

75 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

68 

12 

55 

21 

20 

Andreas  S.  Spearing, 

Mariner, 

Hamburgh, 

3 

87 

cc 

(( 

cc 

cc 

cc 

19 

2 

05 

1 

69 

Nicholas  Bartow, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

94 

62 

48 

50 

cc 

cc 

17 

15 

32 

62 

125 

22 

Joseph  Smith. 

Mariner, 

Guadaloupe, 

51 

74 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

2 

58 

12 

67 

7 

08 

Alexander  Alexander, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

8 

38 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

41 

6 

30 

1 

91 

Peter  O’Roark, 

Porter, 

New-York, 

43 

07 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

2 

15 

13 

05 

17 

90 

Dorcas  Keech, 

Widow, 

New-York, 

173 

10 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

8 

65 

158 

45 

11 

15 

George  Godsoe, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

448 

51 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

22 

42 

27 

52 

36 

05 

John  Stills, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

15 

61 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

78 

10 

30 

2 

28 

John  Oram, 

Mariner, 

London, 

32 

67. 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

63 

12 

62 

7 

38 

Henry  Sherman, 

Ship  Master, 

Unknown, 

3 

14 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

15 

2 

75 

1 

65 

Joseph  H.  Roger, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

6637 

19 

524 

97 

cc 

cc 

242 

30 

96 

72 

2875 

44 

James  Murphy, 

Marketman, 

New-York, 

51 

50 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

2 

57 

9 

37 

4 

07 

Charles  Belden, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

17 

40 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

17 

40 

cc 

cc 

Isaac  Ferris, 

Surgeon, 

New-York, 

a 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

12 

40 

cc 

cc 

Benjamin  Smith, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

191 

30 

181 

19 

cc 

cc 

18 

60 

109 

69 

140 

40 

William  Campbell, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

74 

96 

cc 

cc 

cc 

a 

3 

74 

20 

50 

9 

64 

John  C.  Houghton, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

10 

00 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

10 

00 

cc 

cc 

Catharine  Devaux, 

Widow, 

New-York, 

497 

40 

302 

00 

cc 

cc 

39 

95 

111 

81 

429 

50 

Patrick  Roache, 

Grocer, 

New-York, 

9 

47 

CC 

cc 

CC 

cc 

cc 

cc 

39 

37 

3 

40 

Alfred  Copp, 

Mariner, 

Florida, 

32 

57 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

62 

10 

13 

8 

37 

Juan  A.  Brid, 

Merchant, 

Carthagenia, 

a 

« 

16990 

92 

cc 

cc 

487 

27 

7 

88 

16990 

92 
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Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

Total  amount 
of  receipts. 

Amount  re¬ 
ceived  for  com¬ 
missions. 

|  Total  amount! 
of  expenditures 
including  debts 
and  distribu¬ 
tions. 

Patrick  Bowland, 

Cooper, 

New- York, 

23 

51 

1 

16 

23 

51 

James  M.  Campbell, 

Hatter, 

New- York, 

43 

48 

2 

17 

20 

58 

Alice  Smith, 

Single  Woman, 

New- York, 

116 

06 

5 

80  | 

116 

06 

Henry  C.  West, 

Hackman, 

New- York, 

13 

20 

it 

it 

13 

20 

Edward  Dakin, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

18 

00 

n 

90  ; 

13 

06 

Andrew  Casseday, 

Ship  Carpenter, 

New- York, 

18 

05 

it 

90 

11 

69 

William  M.  Austin, 

Waiter, 

New-York, 

11 

21 

u 

56 

8 

82 

Agnes  T nlly, 

Female  Child, 

New-York, 

it 

tt 

a 

tt 

5 

40 

Mary  Jackson, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

it 

tt 

tt 

it 

1 

50 

John  Jennings, 

Ship  Master, 

San  Bias, 

521 

63 

26 

'08 

108 

46 

James  Gregor, 

Founder, 

New-York, 

tt 

06  1-4 

tt 

a 

2 

97 

John  Cutting, 

Ship  Master, 

New-York, 

260 

95 

13 

19 

74 

82 

Stephen  Baker, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

21 

49 

1 

07 

13 

57 

William  Roope, 

Mariner, 

Jamaica,  W.  I. 

11 

73 

a 

58 

10 

08 

John  Collins, 

Mariner, 

Havre,  France, 

tt 

it 

tt 

tt 

2 

60 

Thomas  Trainor, 

Public  Porter, 

New-York, 

12 

50 

tt 

62 

8 

72 

J.  Donaldson, 

Dock  Builder, 

New-York, 

14 

69 

tt 

73 

9 

98 

Robert  Rollinson, 

Mariner, 

Savannah, 

3 

39 

it 

00 

7 

75 

John  Brown, 

Mariner, 

Unknown, 

u 

tt 

u 

a 

2 

85 

Alexander  Bruce, 

Tavern  Keeper, 

New-York, 

17 

49 

tt 

87 

14 

72 

John  Mackey, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

17 

08 

it 

it 

8 

75 

Thomas  Bond, 

Mariner, 

Savannah, 

23 

97 

tt 

71 

8 

70 

Marcus  Boyld, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

it 

tt 

it 

tt 

2 

50 

Benjamin  Pratt, 

Mariner, 

South  America, 

9 

97 

it 

49 

9 

24 

William  Edwards, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

39 

02 

1 

95 

16 

76 

John  Paux, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

11 

50 

it 

55 

5 

80 

John  Sullivan, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

23 

07 

1 

15 

13 

15 

Peleg  Alma, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

18 

87 

tt 

79 

9 

24 

No.  4, 


Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

1  Total  amount 
of  receipts. 

Amount  re¬ 
ceived  for  com¬ 
missions. 

|  Total  amount', 
of  expenditures 
including  debts 
and  distribu¬ 
tions. 

Rasmus  Peterson, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

32 

10 

1 

60 

16 

63 

James  Bugison, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

1 

37 

cc 

06 

36 

91 

John  Heslett, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

u 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

John  Ball, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

24 

13 

1 

20 

11 

08 

John  Durkee, 

Physician, 

New-York, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

50 

George  White, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

120 

61 

6 

03 

28 

56 

Daniel  H.  Pierce, 

Mariner, 

Africa, 

2 

44 

cc 

12 

3 

50 

Joseph  L.  Monyea, 

Machinist, 

New-Orleans, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

90 

George  Wr.  Grover, 

Mariner, 

Batavia, 

85 

66 

4 

28 

85 

66 

Charles  Jones, 

Mariner, 

Batavia, 

126 

97 

6 

34 

126 

97 

Henry  Knott, 

Fireman  of  steamboat, 

New-York, 

25 

64 

2 

78 

47 

08 

Charles  E.  Woodward, 

Unknown, 

West  Indies, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

Seth  Sharp, 

Ship  Master, 

New-York, 

78 

37 

cc 

39 

20 

39 

Lucy  Daniels, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

1080 

98 

52 

84 

188 

57 

Anthony  Clements, 

Printer, 

New-York, 

115 

81 

5 

79 

23 

16 

John  Moore, 

Mariner, 

Key  West, 

12 

12 

cc 

60 

9 

20 

Robert  Lloyd, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

72 

18 

3 

60 

20 

65 

Mary  Berry, 

Tavern  Keeper, 

New-York, 

31 

94 

1 

59 

31 

94 

Henry  C.  Peterson  alias  Puffer, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

58 

36 

2 

91 

34 

92 

Isabella  Pine, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

63 

07 

3 

15 

14 

52 

Lydia  Price, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

103 

47 

5 

17 

36 

79 

George  Doyle, 

Ship  Master, 

Havannah, 

cc 

CC 

u 

cc 

cc 

cc 

Hugh  McCabe, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

91 

31 

7 

00 

47 

57 

Francis  Tucker, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

26 

05 

1 

30 

10 

60 

James  Foster, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

12 

28 

cc 

61 

8 

11 

David  Pierson, 

Mariner, 

Savannah, 

12 

75 

cc 

63 

8 

13 

Obadiah  Hammond, 

Mariner, 

Liverpool,  England, 

399 

11 

19 

95 

68 

67 

Ralph  Barnard, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

2500 

00 

cc 

cc 

2500 

00 

Ananias  Garton, 

Master  of  vessel, 

New-York, 

125 

90 

5 

73 

96 

22 

No.  5 


Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

j  Total  amount 
of  receipts. 

Amount  re¬ 
ceived  for  com¬ 
missions. 

I  Total  amount 

of  expenditures1 
including  debts 
and  distribu¬ 
tions. 

Joseph  McCool, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

16 

18 

a 

62 

8 

62 

Samuel  Laton, 

Mariner, 

Manilla, 

96 

18 

4 

80 

11 

60 

John  Roberts, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

2 

05 

tt 

10 

a 

85 

William  Lawrie, 

Tavern  Keeper, 

New- York, 

315 

02 

15 

75 

167 

73 

Thomas  McGoay, 

Laborer, 

New- York, 

58 

63 

2 

70 

58 

61 

Dennis  Dunn, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

73 

00 

3 

65 

15 

05 

Walter  Williams, 

Stone  Cutter, 

New- York, 

186 

05 

9 

30 

67 

50 

Patrick  O’Neal. 

Mariner, 

Savannah, 

84 

55 

4 

22 

17 

67 

Peter  Campbell, 

Gentleman, 

New-York, 

212 

91 

9 

80 

156 

63 

Patrick  Lafferty, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

207 

37 

10 

23 

33 

08 

Arthur  Owen, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

9 

69 

tt 

07 

9 

07 

Michael  Flanigan, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

75 

25 

3 

76 

17 

76 

Ira  Bush, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

a 

tt 

it 

u 

1 

90 

Thomas  Fanning, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

a 

it 

a 

tt 

3 

60 

John  Hagan, 

U.  S.  Marine, 

New-York, 

30 

00 

1 

50 

30 

00 

Patrick  Carpenter, 

Mason, 

New-York, 

a 

a 

u 

tt 

1 

90 

James  Brady, 

Laborer, 

New-York, 

tt 

tt 

a 

a 

1 

10 

William  Sykes, 

Tavern  Keeper, 

New-York, 

tt 

a 

tt 

tt 

7 

88 

Rosanna  McCabe, 

Servant, 

New-York, 

36 

34 

1 

80 

13 

71 

Alexander  Marcot, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

it 

a 

a 

it 

4 

10 

Susan  H.  Trant, 

Boarding  housekeeper 

New-York, 

1054 

80 

21 

42 

55 

27 

George  Gould, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

ti 

it 

« 

a 

2 

60 

Ira  Babbit, 

Gentleman, 

New-York, 

u 

tt 

tt 

a 

a 

70 

John  Kain, 

Fruit  Dealer, 

East  Indies, 

a 

a 

a 

tt 

2 

60 

William  L.  Miller, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

198 

06 

8 

12 

60 

49 

Nathaniel  B.  Philips, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

19 

86 

u 

99 

8 

74 

William  Spink, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

u 

tt 

tt 

n 

1 

75 

John  Pittman, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

352 

96 

15 

34 

40  | 

77  • 

Michael  Coyle, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

6 

46  J 

a 

a  1 

3  i 

50 

No.  6. 


Name  of  Deceased. 

Addition. 

Residence 

or 

Where  from. 

Total  amount 
of  receipts. 

Amount  re¬ 
ceived  for  com¬ 
missions. 

|  Total  amount 
of  expenditures 
including  debts 
and  distribu¬ 
tions. 

Simon  Dailey, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

CC 

cc 

Cl 

cc 

2 

00 

John  Newman, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

7 

52 

cc 

37 

2 

62 

Etienne  Jodilett, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

5 

21 

cc 

cc 

5 

50 

Thomas  Redden, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

15 

18 

cc 

cc 

7 

75 

John  Williams, 

Mariner, 

New- York, 

9 

89 

cc 

cc 

7 

25 

Luke  Jackson, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

3 

17 

cc 

cc 

2 

00 

Jacob  C.  Waldman, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

8 

86 

cc 

cc 

7 

50 

Henry  P.  Roberts, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

43 

28 

cc 

Cl 

10 

43 

Joseph  Zeno, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

Cl 

cc 

Cl 

cc 

2 

06 

John  Sensors, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

5 

55 

cc 

cc 

2 

06 

Hugh  Niven, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

2 

25 

Charles  Sluman, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

1 

50 

cc 

cc 

2 

25 

John  W.  Bryant, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

6 

42 

cc 

a 

6 

00 

William  Durham, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

1 

31 

cc 

cc 

cc 

63 

George  Mencher, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

25 

Francis  Gsell, 

Distiller, 

New-York, 

cc 

Cl 

cc 

cc 

cc 

50 

i  Catharine  Myers, 

Milliner, 

New-York, 

67 

93 

3 

20 

8 

65 

Catharine  Custis, 

Milliner, 

New-York, 

68 

16 

3 

40 

14 

65 

Peter  Frey, 

Tailor, 

New-York, 

17 

00 

cc 

85 

7 

60 

Charles  E.  Townsend, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

1 

50 

William  Dickinson, 

Painter, 

New-York, 

3 

37 

cc 

16 

2 

16 

George  McCormick, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

3 

12 

cc 

15 

cc 

15 

Joseph  Hicks, 

Merchant, 

New-York, 

5 

10 

cc 

cc 

5 

10 

Francis  Squires, 

Merchant, 

Charleston,  (S.  C.) 

cc 

Cl 

cc 

cc 

5 

10 

Alexander  Hall, 

Unknown, 

New-York, 

11 

45 

cc 

57 

5 

57 

Frederick  Townsend, 

Mariner, 

New-York, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

l 

CC 

r 

E.  WHEATON,  Public  Administrator 
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SUMMARY. 


Amount  received  from  late  Public  Administrator  on  depo- 

site  in  Mechanics  Bank,  as  per  book,  $21,920  46 

Amount  received  in  cash,  .  .  1,892  80 

Amount  received  on  Intestate  Estates  }  '  OAC_  nc 

to  December  31st,  1835,  $  %>0,b5b  2b 


Amount  paid  out  for  debts,  1 
expenses  &  distributions, 
exclusive  of  commissions  l 
and  balances  paid  into 
City  Treasury,  J 

Amount  paid  into  City  Trea-  ] 
sury,  for  commissions  and  J 
balances  of  intestate  es-  f 
tates,  as  per  receipts,  J 
Amount  now  in  deposite  in  ) 
Mechanics  Bank,  \ 

Amount  nowin  the  hands  of  1 
Public  Administrator,  to  > 
meet  current  expenses,  \ 


$54,469  52 

$17,201  68 

19,984  84 
16,953  00 

330  00 


$54,469  52 
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ANNUAL 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS 

IN  THE 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OP  NEW- YORK, 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  183  5. 


PUBLISHED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 


NEW-YORK: 

PRINTED  BY  CHILDS  &  DEVOE. 


1836. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  62. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


January  6,  1836. 


The  City  Inspector  respectfully  presents  the  Annual 
Report  of  Deaths  in  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  SICKELS,  City  Inspector. 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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Total. 

16S9 

1329 

12246 

1818 

§ 

December. 

146 

131 

194 

169 

561!  640 

November. 

«5  0Drf  ^  1 

Oi  O  00  'tH 

October. 

CO  CO  CO  b-  1 

ioooooj 

CO 

to 

«s 

September. 

CO  t£>  03  I  00 

(OHHOO  b- 

HHIMH  1  CO 

August. 

O  CO  CO  I  UJ 
CO  1-1  CO  os  b- 

HHMH  to 

July 

113 

106 

194 

163 

,  5 7i 

June. 

00  00  CO  I 

O  to  o  o 

05 

00 

CO 

May. 

03  to  CO  CO  •  J>- 
1  (M 

1 40 

April. 

ISO) 

CO  00  CO  03 

o 

SO 

March. 

00  00 

CO  03  Os  to 

§ 

to 

February. 

134 

124 

216 

161 

CO 

CO 

January. 

KOtCH 

QOCOHtO 

HriOJH 

!  6941 

ID 

CO 

00 

Men, . 

Women,  .  . 

Boys,  ..... 

Girls, . 

Total.  1 

CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

cO  1-1  00  K  b-  <0  cr>  cO  CO  CO  05  CO 

NOfONNNrHONKfOinrH 
r-iNKOJOJQOQOWMHi-i  ! 

CQ  j 

7082 

December. 

'OCCCO^iO'-ilOCOO«5KC)00  1 
CC-X)NNNi>K^COHH 

§ 

CO 

November. 

OtOlO‘JJ(S'!#<OtCO>(MH«CH 

CO 

HO 

October. 

cO  cO  O'.  C  <M  -OffllMONMNO 
W'X>Tf(JJ(MQOisniHH 

5661 

September. 

rjiHOitO  — MOJO 

OJ  rH 

6781 

August. 

COO}>OH(MN(OTf«H 

OJ  rH 

o> 

b- 

CO 

July. 

CUJNGhMOO'-OOOONhO 

CO  CO  CO  Oi  rH  CO  »0  CO  CO  tH 

(M 

CO 

»o 

June. 

inwojmciKKMHLooooHNO 

COOJ^trH^H^lOCOrH 

CT5 

GO 

CO 

May. 

^(MHIOCONCJcOtJIHCOcOCOO 

WC0«50}«NKkOC0HH 

in 

Oi 

.  w> 

April. 

OUHOOONHON^TfOIMO 
CO  CO  CO  CQ  |H  lO  CO  ^.OI  CM  H 

o 

o 

March. 

OCOIO«5r#KHCOOr#CO!OHC 

OJCOi^COCOb-cO'^CMCQrH 

|  627 

February. 

tONCOKSNCO^NOOrcfHO 

O-sPt^COOifc-i^-^OlTH 

CM 

CO 

CO 

January. 

O  OJ  00  CD  K  jCQ  O^COCOcOOCOtJJ  ■ 

HCOQOOJtMOO^’COHH 

C<( 

1  694 

1835. 

' 

OF  WHOM  WERE, 

Of  the  age  of  one  year  and  under, 
between  1  and  2 

2  5 

5  10 

10  20 

20  30 

30  40 

40  50 

50  60 

60  70 

70  80 

80  90 

90  100 

Of  100  and  upwards, 

Total, 

CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

HHQOOCOOOWHW 

W  OHH'J  1—1  ^  O  ^ 

1 

December. 

CJOOi-i^'^COOi-iO^T-lO»0 

GO 

CO 

November. 

COtHOOOt-iOOOOO'Ot-iO-^ 

Oi 

October. 

hOWWWtIIOOhOMHOt# 

September. 

rHOQO>-Hi-<^Hr-(OTHOC<JOO^ 

CO 

August. 

i-iO»Oi-<OOOOi-iOCQi-liOO 

«o 

Oi 

July. 

iOi— ii— iO"^r 

CO 

!M 

June. 

NOO«OHOOOC«OOH 

oc 

May. 

mo^oooooonocoooo) 

CO 

CM 

April. 

HOHOMNOOMOMOO^I 

rH 

CO 

March. 

ccooiooiaooooUiooco 

Ui 

at 

February. 

1-lOtOOi-fOOOCQOCQCOlO 

O* 

Oi 

January. 

HOMHMOOHNCIOOH® 

CO 

continued. 
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Total. 

o)OHOHON)smciTfK®QO»o 

^  oi  i— i  co  go  co  »o  cm 

00  ^co 

I  2,665 

December. 

OJOCOOOCNOCHfflHW® 

CO  co  co 

3 

November. 

-^Ot-iOOOOcOcOOCOO^cOi 

CM  H  co  rl 

i>- 

CM 

CQ 

October. 

COOOOiOOO^r-(THOOOO»0»0 

H  «5 

CM 

CO 

CM 

September. 

ooooi-HOOrHa-.  oocoot-io 

CO  i—i  CO  t — i  i — 1 

o 

§ 

August. 

®COOOO)0®ffiOOCOCKifl 

CM  1-1  Offi  .  1-t  rH 

CO 

co 

0? 

July. 

«ooccoNoaooo^o®co 

CM  <J>  WJ  1-H 

W5 

o 

CM 

June. 

QOOOOCMi— ii— ci^l^OOOO^O 

1-w  }>•  CO 

o 

May. 

®ooooho®cmcohohimo 

CM  CM  HO 

CO 

CM 

April. 

I-HOOOOOOOIOCMOOOOO 

CO  ©  ^ 

s 

March. 

kOOOOOi-'O^Cr.  ©OOOir-c© 

CM  MS 

© 

CM 

o* 

February. 

(MOOOOi-IrHOl-.'rHi-lOOXOO 

CM  ^  <£> 

CO 

CM 

January. 

'^OOOOCMOCi'^CMi-HOCMOO 

co  IOU5 

M5 

CM 

1835. 

Brought  over, 

Chlorosis,  .... 
Catalepsy,  .... 
Cholera,  .... 

Cholera  Morbus,  . 

Cholic,  .... 

Compression  of  the  Brain, 
Consumption, 

Convulsions, 

Contusions,  .  ... 

Cramp  in  the  Stomach,  . 

Delerium  Tremens, 

Diabetes,  .... 

Diarrhoea,  .... 
Debility,  .... 

Carried  over. 

CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

MON'-fNODHlMkOONiOCOOH 
<0  CO  CO  GO  GO  05  rH  CM  ^  (M 

<£>  r-l  CO 

of 

o 

CM 

to¬ 

co’ 

December. 

to  rH  CO 

O} 

CO 

CO 

~cdf 

CO 

November. 

NOTfOlWCOOOOlMX^HdO 

CM  1-1  CO  r-> 

CJ 

October. 

<MOCMi-iOi^i-i©CQi-li-i'X>OJ©0 

CO  t-H  CO  i-H  r-l 

Oi 

50 

CO 

September. 

»ocoeo©oscoN®(j>«ob6o 

O  — l  OJ  CO 

CM 

CO 

August. 

tCOCOCOOOffi-'OOMfflOJNOO 

(£>  Oi  CM 

CM 

CO 

July. 

lOOWM^COlOOOH^^NOO 

O  i-l  CO  rH 

(M 

00 

<M 

June. 

OOOTfO^NOOMOJHOCO 

T-l  f  1-t 

to 

05 

May. 

OOHTfOtOOOSONHOOO 

i-i  r-l  CO  1-1 

Oi 

1  282 

April. 

TfON^a®®OHCO(MOOOH 

00  1-1  CO 

to 

(M 

March. 

05  O  1- i^GOt - OONOIOOOO 

(M  1-1  CO 

OI 

05 

<M 

February. 

C0005c0050000r-l^^000 

«t 

o 

o 

CO 

January. 

'■iOHOH(MHO(M^H(SOOO 

50  T— l  CO 

CM 

l  308 

tO 

CO 

QO 

Brought  over, 
Drinking  Cold  Water,  . 

Dropsy,  .... 

Dropsy  in  the  Chest, 

Dropsy  in  the  Head, 

Drowned,  .... 
Dysentery,  .... 
Dyspepsia,  .... 
Epilepsy., 

Erysipelas,  .... 
Fever,  .... 

Fever  Bilious, 

Fever  Bilious  Remittent, 

Fever  Hectic, 

Fever  lnflamatory, 

Carried  over. 

CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

ONNHHTfOt-UQMTfNKiOO  | 
CM  CM  i-i  CO  ^  CO  CM 

MS  .'  -  t-t  <M’ 

CO  J 

QO 

00 

O 

December. 

i— KMOOWiOOOHOON  —  O 

CO  0? 

CO 

CM 

CO 

November. 

mcjHOHioNHOOHoajoo 

o 

CO 

<M 

CO 

October. 

ffliflHHCOCCOO^OOOOOiOO 

CO 

<M 

MS 

CON 

September. 

HWMOisfflfflNOCOOCOHO 

1— 1  i>- 

CO 

|  409 

August. 

^flOONNNWHOOOMOO 

QO 

CO 

CO 

July. 

U50^0M®H000h0HIM0 

00  ,  MS 

CM 

1  354 

June. 

WWOOCJHNaOJOHOMOO 

Os  i-H 

1  225 

May. 

(SOJ^OHOHHHOHOWOO 

CO  1-1 

CM 

CO 

April. 

^'i-Ci-HO^OO^OOOi-C'^O© 

MS  1-1 

<M 

g 

<M 

March. 

^CMtHOt-IO'JDOOOOOi-IOO 

OS  tH 

<M 

CM 

CO 

February. 

OOl-HOi-'OfMOi-li-lOOO.r-iO 

O  CO 

CO 

CO 

January. 

QOHCQONCOM5HOHOHCOOO  j 

O  CO 

CO 

o- 

MS 

CO 

1835. 

& 

Carried  over. 

> . . 

o 

£  . . 

bp 

o 

I 

Fever  Intermittent, 
Fever  Puerperal, 
Fever  Putrid, 
Fever  Remittent, 
Fever  Scarlet, 
Fever  Typhus, 
Flux  Infantile, 
Fracture, 

Frozen, 

Gout,  . 

Gravel, 

Haemorrhage, 

Haemoptysis, 

Herpes, 

CONTINUED. 
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Total, 

COCOOUs-GOr-Hr-U^  — •  O  GO  h*  tO  CO  VS 

CO  f-  -  H 

HHH 

a 

00 

December. 

(NOiOOMOOOOHSCHOIM 

Is-  i-H  (MH  W 

CO 

o 

is- 

November. 

^nHHOOOow^o^ooH 

03  i— t  rH  t—i  CM 

CO 

o 

05 

CO 

October. 

WOHOOOOtSWHiNfflMHH 

>OH  CM  i-H  r-t 

CO 

September. 

ffi®OHHOHMH>OOOH^OO 

OH  H  t-H  t-H 

m 

CO 

CO 

August. 

COMOHOOOOCONCOCOIOOW 

3^  ^CM^H 

5? 

July. 

rfOOHOOOOJCONW^NOOl 

VS  1-H  C5HH 

CO 

CM 

Of 

June. 

ISOOOHOOOOQOSOIMOOH 

CM  >-< 

CM 

00 

•o 

CM 

May. 

HOOOOOOOCOM®niO!OH 

CO 

o 

to 

CO 

April. 

CirfOCMOOOClOOOOOJOCO 

is-  t-h 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

March. 

r-Ht^Oi-JCMOOOCOV5'H)<OOJOO 

CM  T-H  t-H  T-H  i  I 

CO 

CO 

CO 

February. 

NOOOhOOOONCO^OCOOH 

^  1-H  1-1  rH 

CO 

vs 

© 

January. 

KCOOOOHOOMONCONCJH 

VS  (M  '-t 

CO 

00 

1835. 

Brought  over, 
Hives  or  Croup,  . 

Hydrophobia, 

Hysteria,  .... 

Jaundice,  .... 

Illiac  Passion, 

Infanticide,  .... 
Inflammation  of  the  Bladder  . 
Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  . 
Inflammation  of  the  Brains,  . 
Inflammation  of  the  Chest, 
Inflammation  of  the  Liver, 
Inflammation  of  the  Stomach, 
Influenza,  .... 
Insanity,  .... 

Carried  over. 

CONTINUED. 


CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

©i  <N  m 

]  XO 

5541 6,045 . 

December. 

O^O^OrOCQOOOOOOOO'— ICO 

xo  1— '  r-1 

November. 

hn^hhohoooomooo, 

QO 

-o 

October. 

COJOWOOhOhOWIMC'-OC 

4681 

September. 

cc^Or-iT-iOi— ioooooooocm 

XO 

o 

— < 
xo 

August. 

«5HfOO!r- lOOOOOOOOi^r-f 

XO  1—1 

s 

xo 

July. 

"CONHHOOOHOfflCOfflH 

XO  , — l 

o 

GO 

June. 

T— IfOtOi— l— fOOOOJOOOO-^O 

§7  T-1 

GO 

o 

CO 

May. 

XO  0.7  O  O  O  i — t  Ot-mOOi—'OOOOI 

g  ■  00  ®» 

o 
:  ^ 

April. 

•  «-,O000HO0«Ogtl 

i- 

March. 

OJOOCiHHONOOOHrtOffiil 
(>7  0  XO 

GO 

O 

XO 

February. 

OJ^OOJ'I— lOOOOOl— 1  i-H  ©  O 

CO  so 

1  ^ 

XO 

xo 

January. 

COCOCOOrtKOOO^OO^CO 

0X0  j>- 

6141 

1835. 

Brought  over. 

Palsy. . 

Peripneumony, 

Pleurisy,  .... 

Pneumonia  Typhoides  . 

Quinsy,  . 

Rheumatism, 

Rickets,  .... 

Rupture,  .... 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire, 

Schirrus  of  the  Liver,  . 

Scrofula  or  Kings  Evil, 

Scurvy,  .... 

Small  Pox,  .... 

Sore  Throat, 

Carried  over,  | 

CONTINUED. 
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Total. 

^  HNis  i-iCM<M<MCO 

O  ^  ’-1 

<xT 

|  6,791 

December. 

TfOO(S®OOOrfO!HU!CHO 

XO  CO  tH 

»0 

<M 

CO 

November. 

OOOOi-MMOOOOCOOkOOi-l© 

CO  K5 

O 

CO 

to 

October. 

GOOOt-hxOOOO^OJO^OOO 

CO  l-H 

CO 

“CO 

CO 

CO 

September. 

OOO'^GOOOO'^cOOOO'r— lO 

^  »o  CM 

XO 

August. 

OOOJ>a>OOOi-iCOi-iOOOOO 

b-  CO  CM 

o 

|  649 

July 

O  <M  O  ^  ^OOOi-iCM-iJOOOO 

00  CM 

-'Cjt 

o 

»© 

June. 

308 

0 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

“io 

o 

»o 

May. 

•'^OOOi^OOOCM'^'^'^OOO 

CO  CM 

April. 

SOSO«OOQOHOO!®000 

CM 

|  494 

,  March. 

OOMHHOOOOH^MMfflOOH 

co  <M 

XO 

1  616 

February. 

HWHmiOHOOWHOiOOOO 

»o  ^ 

xn 

1  616 

January. 

^OHONOCIM'!j(M^®ONO 

i-*  00 

CO 

!  672 

1835. 

Brought  over, 

Spasms, 

Spina  Bifida, 

Sprue, . 

Still  Born,  .... 

Stone, . 

Stranguary,  .... 
Sudden  Death,  .  .  . 

Suicide,  .... 

Syphilis,  .... 

Tabes  Mensenterica, 

Teething,  .... 

Tinea  Capitis, 

Tumor,  .... 

Vomica,  .  , 

Carried  over,  , 

CONTINUED. 


3 

o 

EH 

rH  r-l  00  MS  03  01  CO  1 

05 

l'-  t* 

©■  s 

03  n 

00 

o 

b- 1 

December. 

03  r-i  O  ©  ©  00  CO 

© 

1  640 

November. 

©  ©  03  00  O  00  CO  I 

CO  rH 

50 

50 

50 

,  October. 

^  ©  ©  ©  ©  00  00 

CO  H 

~© 

© 

50 

September. 

CO  ©  ©  CO  ©  ©  50 

CO  CO 

© 

© 

'© 

b- 

© 

August. 

©  ©  1-H  03  ©  ^  CO 
rjl  03 

© 

July. 

Tji  ©  ©  ©  C3  © 

50  tH 

50 

© 

b- 

50 

June. 

CO  ©  ©  ^  ©  00  ^ 

© 

CO 

J  379 

May. 

50  ©  ©  rH  ©  ©  CO 

© 

50 

b- 

03 

50 

April. 

rtf  ©  rH  ^  03  ©  03 

© 

© 

50 

March. 

(O  O  H  !>  C  CO  O 

© 

03 

© 

“co 

CC 

© 

February. 

©  ©  CO  03  ©  rH  03 

© 

January. 

03  ©  ©  OO  T-H  ©  ^ 

© 

j  694 

1835. 

Brought  over, 

Vomiting  of  Blood, 

Ulcer, . 

Unknown,  .... 
White  Swelling,  . 

Whooping  Cough, 

Worms,  .... 

Total, 

New  York,  January  4,  1836. 


REMARKS 


The  City  Inspector  respectfully  Reports  to  the  Honora¬ 
ble  the  Common  Council,  a  statement  of  Interments  in  the 
City  and  County  of  New-York,  for  the  year  1835,  amount¬ 
ing  to  7,082,  (of  which  721  were  colored  persons)  showing 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  last  year  of 
2,000. 

In  accounting  for  so  favorable  Report  of  Interments  during 
the  year  it  must  necessarily  be  observed,  (as  a  cause  of  con¬ 
gratulation  and  Providential  kindness)  that  our  citizens  have 
been  exempt  from  malignant  fevers,  and  of  the  more  recent 
scourge,  Cholera.  As  also,  the  unusual  healthy  state  of  the 
City ;  as  may  be  seen  by  the  Report,  that  the  usual  prevail¬ 
ing  diseases  have  been  less  fatal ;  notwithstanding  the  in¬ 
crease  of  population,  the  deaths  by  consumption  are  as  one 
to  five. 

Though  there  is  cause  of  congratulation  that  the  amount 
of  interments  are  less  than  of  the  preceding  year  ;  yet  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  that  notwithstanding  the  means  of  prevention 
and  exertions  made  by  the  humane,  we  find  that  small-pox 
and  diseases  produced  by  intemperance,  have  been  on  the 
increase. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  population  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  one  to  thirty-eight. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  SICKELS,  City  Inspector. 


New-York,  January  6,  1836. 


A  LIST  OF  INTERMENTS 

From  tli c  most  Prevalent  Diseases  in  tlie  City  and  County  of  New  York  for  the  last  Twenty  \ears. 


DISEASES. 

1835. 

1834. 

1833. 

1832. 

1831. 

o 

CO 

GO 

1829. 

1828. 

1827. 

1826. 

1825. 

1824. 

1823. 

1822. 

1821. 

1820. 

1819. 

1818. 

1817. 

1816. 

Total. 

Apoplexy, 

Burned  or  Scalded, 

68 

135 

100 

81 

121 

90 

98 

94 

117 

69 

147 

52 

58 

60 

45 

54 

67 

46 

46 

53 

1,591 

48 

50 

46 

29 

39 

33 

24 

21 

29 

21 

30 

31 

23 

21 

17 

17 

15 

16 

15 

13 

488 

Casualties, 

105 

86 

69 

72 

44 

32 

43 

43 

42 

50 

53 

33 

36 

33 

38 

22 

23 

41 

12 

20 

895 

Cholera, 

<( 

971 

u 

3,513 

u 

<c 

cc 

u 

u 

u 

a 

u 

u 

u 

a 

n 

ci 

U 

4,484 

“  Morbus, 

21 

50 

10 

93 

u 

10 

14 

19 

24 

23 

26 

22 

27 

21 

14 

34 

42 

64 

34 

24 

578 

Consumption, 

Convulsions,  . 

1,437 

1,471 

1,251 

1,415 

1,033 

971 

880 

906 

829 

820 

843 

736 

683 

624 

715 

625 

577 

591 

574 

678 

17,959 

683 

770 

510 

501 

422 

434 

342 

336 

328 

282 

293 

231 

202 

168 

160 

202 

181 

201 

176 

157 

6,479 

Dropsy  in  Head, 

Drowned, 

382 

347 

305 

344 

319 

289 

258 

236 

235 

189 

196 

218 

144 

141 

152 

147 

119 

106 

87 

101 

4,323 

88 

90 

114 

66 

74 

73 

60 

84 

68 

63 

56 

53 

53 

56 

36 

42 

61 

52 

38 

52 

1,279 

Diarrhoea, 

58 

54 

55 

104 

142 

83 

90 

110 

19 

75 

61 

55 

64 

56 

49 

46 

50 

46 

4 

12 

1,231 

Drinking  Cold  Water,  . 
Dysentery, 

u 

40  i 

4 

3 

4 

19 

2  1 

9 

21 

u 

77 

3 

u 

4 

2 

10 

6 

16 

2 

1 

223 

91 

67  1 

87 

130 

133 

128 

126 

155 

199 

193 

138 

120 

98 

109 

142 

242 

219 

141 

71 

71 

2,660 

Fever,  Scarlet, 

174 

418 

179 

221 

258 

246 

188 

11 

4 

24 

10 

3 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

u 

3 

a 

1,760 

“  Typhus,  .  . 

Flux  Infantile, 

46 

•106 

55 

84 

54 

53 

55 

131 

96 

137 

227 

•  79 

89 

95 

127 

143 

163 

263 

162 

100 

2,265 

231 

475 

129 

334 

172 

168 

119 

167 

238 

222 

151 

102 

150 

115 

114 

169 

133 

68 

11 

1 

3,269 

Hives  or  Croup, 

173 

198 

168 

179 

203 

178 

171 

155 

171 

154 

133 

139 

94 

109 

125 

97 

68 

74 

60 

82 

2,731 

Inflammation  of  Bowels, 

171 

188 

204 

196 

195 

192 

152 

141 

114 

112 

104 

108 

80 

64 

49 

58 

43 

55 

54 

50 

2,330 

“  of  Brains, 

150 

120 

181 

99 

71 

71 

83 

109 

77 

100 

107 

46 

47 

22 

28 

22 

24 

19 

18 

16 

1,419 

11  of  Chest,  . 

178 

118 

74 

77 

114 

178 

251 

201 

195 

201 

203 

140 

122 

119 

115 

99 

74 

89 

91 

49 

2,687 

Intemperance, 

Killed  or  Murdered, 

165 

7 

110 

1 

76 

3 

119 

3 

119 

1 

75 

1 

60 

1 

75 

3 

73 

7 

55 

2 

84 

3 

70 

1 

43 

3 

44 

n 

64 

« 

28 

3 

35 

4 

38 

2 

40 

9 

30 

4 

1,423 

58 

Measles, 

Old  Age, 

Small  Pox, 

Still  Born, 

82 

212 

124 

290 

39 

22 

91 

28 

172 

31 

53 

24 

117 

1 

109 

74 

10 

18 

20 

19 

1,536 

104 

136 

107 

154 

135 

106 

181 

195 

202 

201 

203 

151 

134 

115 

122 

100 

82 

92 

96 

73 

2,699 

351 

233 

25 

89 

224 

176 

16 

93 

149 

58 

40 

394 

18 

u 

K 

cc 

19 

14 

179 

2,078 

474 

492 

392 

384 

372 

339 

360 

338 

291 

302 

244 

250 

223 

205 

174 

189 

168 

159 

118 

88 

5,572 

Suicide.  •  .  • 

29 

33 

30 

29 

23 

29 

33 

22 

23 

29 

14 

19 

18 

13 

16 

15 

27 

24 

15 

15 

456 

Teething, 

Unknown,  .  • 

135 

205 

118 

110 

99 

102 

75 

139 

45 

62 

63 

46 

37 

37 

30 

19 

31 

39 

22 

31 

1,445 

54 

115 

113 

,  132 

92 

78 

95 

9S 

153 

143 

111 

86 

74 

46 

62 

65 

85 

43 

20 

47 

1,712 

W hooping  Cough,  . 
Worms,  .  . 

172 

141 

105 

63 

181 

97 

52 

157 

61 

126 

69 

116 

31 

35 

92 

19 

55 

123 

11 

44 

1,750 

43 

56 

29 

41 

27 

■  28 

18 

16 

13 

20 

24 

13 

19 

17 

18 

20 

17 

28 

29 

25 

501 

A  LIST  OF  INTERMENTS 


In  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  for  the  last  Twenty  Years,  shewing  the  Ages  of  deceased. 


Of  whom  were  of  the  age 
of  one  year  and  under. 

1835. 

1834. 

1833. 

CM 

CO 

00 

H 

1831. 

1830. 

\ 

1829. 

1828. 

1827. 

1826. 

1825. 

1824. 

1823. 

1822. 

1821. 

1820. 

oS 

H 

GO 

rH 

1818. 

1817. 

1816. 

1  year  and  under, 

2,176 

2,603 

1,724 

1,922 

1,757 

1,547 

1,390 

1,427 

1,336 

1,232 

1,109 

1,072 

879 

793 

825 

867 

847 

783 

599 

522 

Between  1 

and  2 

707 

900 

552 

830 

663 

575 

496 

660 

546 

476 

386 

397 

315 

264 

369 

361 

306 

328 

208 

178 

cc 

2 

CC 

5 

731 

861 

468 

965 

592 

515 

465 

339 

389 

350 

300 

389 

230 

219 

261 

254 

188 

198 

142 

218 

cc 

5 

CC 

10 

278 

381 

232 

450 

265 

207 

214 

149 

185 

180 

137 

164 

117 

101 

122 

125 

103 

101 

88 

107 

cc 

10 

cc 

20 

277 

372 

262 

433 

255 

235 

198 

193 

192 

253 

181 

190 

153 

150 

158 

176 

157 

134 

146 

136 

CC 

20 

cc 

30 

877 

1,168 

701 

1,397 

700 

676 

604 

685 

682 

618 

653 

559 

453 

427 

445 

418 

390 

383 

313 

386 

cc 

30 

cc 

40 

816 

1,102 

691 

1,617 

735 

672 

606 

729 

657 

628 

758 

544 

411 

421 

446 

409 

383 

425 

314 

405 

cc 

40 

cc 

50 

507 

718 

448 

1,142 

519 

427 

438 

496 

501 

483 

641 

425 

345 

333 

346 

359 

316 

359 

268 

325 

cc 

50 

cc 

60 

329 

425 

258 

705 

343 

289 

278 

302 

285 

330 

357 

258 

232 

203 

243 

224 

200 

239 

178 

176 

cc 

60 

cc 

70 

176 

282 

211 

489 

235 

206 

204 

214 

221 

202 

226 

159 

135 

156 

175 

156 

135 

140 

110 

147 

cc 

70 

cc 

80 

133 

176 

118 

273 

207 

129 

124 

115 

124 

132 

161 

115 

109 

93 

79 

101 

93 

110 

96 

90 

cc 

80 

cc 

90 

53 

73 

61 

109 

74 

44 

57 

57 

50 

71 

88 

56 

49 

54 

57 

46 

45 

51 

51 

42 

cc 

90 

cc 

100 

19 

17 

15 

25 

14 

9 

18 

13 

12 

15 

14 

11 

14 

10 

15 

17 

10 

12 

13 

7 

100  years  and  upwards. 

3 

2 

5 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

r » 

1 

0 

7,082 

9,082 

5,746 

10,359 

6,363 

5,537 

5,094 

5,181 

5,181 

4,937 

5,919 

4,341 

3,444 

3,231 

3,542 

3,515 

3,176 

3,265 

2,527 

2,739 

A  LIST  OF  INTERMENTS 

In  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  for  the  last  Twenty  Years,  shewing  the 

fatality  of  eachfMonth. 


January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

1816 

346 

243 

223 

234 

225 

157 

213 

240 

234 

209 

203 

212 

2,739 

17 

214 

243 

188 

186 

209 

184 

215 

520 

256 

222 

195 

195 

2,527 

18 

230 

221 

254 

250 

221 

227 

325 

386 

363 

297 

232 

259 

3.265 

19 

250 

223 

199 

226 

196 

207 

261 

460 

359 

309 

266 

220 

3,176 

1820 

239 

187 

•  197 

211 

214 

204 

374 

503 

439 

342 

322 

283 

3,515 

i 

287 

249 

304 

271 

257 

223 

331 

456 

360 

323 

322 

259 

3,542 

2 

278 

229 

25  L 

212 

237 

235 

318 

370 

328 

306 

336 

231 

3,231 

3 

237 

224 

251 

253 

235 

205 

382 

445 

362 

329 

246 

275 

3,444 

4 

345 

363 

385 

411 

353 

318 

357 

446 

352 

385 

340 

286 

4,341 

*  5 

317 

440 

362 

305 

405 

419 

733 

512 

407 

366 

376 

376 

5,919 

6 

341 

455 

359 

322 

365 

311 

473 

554 

497 

492 

384 

420 

4,973 

7 

420 

406 

420 

397 

356 

340 

576 

607 

426 

440 

392 

401 

5,181 

8 

391 

420 

467 

350 

341 

365 

503 

582 

516 

464 

420 

380 

5,181 

9 

421 

410 

420 

356 

383 

335 

471 

597 

523 

434 

361 

383 

5,094 

30 

424 

384 

386 

368 

439 

384 

664 

667 

500 

449 

421 

451 

5,537 

1 

407 

417 

498 

387 

368 

483 

512 

791 

614 

537 

655 

694 

6,363 

2 

564 

735 

545 

478 

515 

410 

2,467 

2,206 

1,064 

586 

400 

389 

10.359 

3 

503 

415 
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1,314 

669 

695 
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5 

694 

635 

627 

510 
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389 

576 

679 

678 

566 

561 

640 

7,082 

7,471 

7,466 

7,376 

6,722 

6,893 

6,224 

11,155 

12,973 

10,127 

8,263 

7,474 

7,710 

j  100,297 

2JOCUBSENT  NO,  S3- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  18th,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  accompanied 
with  Letter  from  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  Copy  of  Mayor's 
Answer  thereto.  Also ,  Letter  from  President  of  West 
Point  Foundry  Association  Which  was  ordered  print¬ 
ed ,  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  January  18,  1836. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  enclose  to  you  a  letter  from  the  Mayor,  with  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  and  my 
answer. 

I  also  transmit  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  West 
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Point  Foundry  Association,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
copy  of  your  resolutions,  returning  to  them  thanks  for  their 
valued  services  at  the  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  ult. 


C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


Buffalo,  January  7,  1836. 
Hon.  C.  W.  Lawrence ,  Mayor : 

Sir-- I  enclose  herein  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  called  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
recent  calamitous  fire  in  your  city. 

The  resolutions  which  I  transmit  you  were  passed  unani¬ 
mously,  and  I  believe  that  they  speak  the  sentiments,  and  meet 
the  cordial  approbation  of  our  whole  population. 

I  have  only  to  add  the  expression  of  my  individual  re¬ 
spect. 

HIRAM  PRATT,  Mayor. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  held  pursuant  to 
notice,  at  the  Farmers’  Hotel,  January  4,  1836,  to  adopt 
such  measures  in  relation  to  the  recent  calamitous  fire  in  the 
city  of  New-York  as  might  be  deemed  expedient. 

Honorable  Hiram  Pratt,  Mayor  of  the  city,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  President. 

John  W.  Beals  and  Sextus  Shearer,  Vice  Presidents. 

Orlando  Allen  and  George  B.  Babcoek,  Secretaries. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  twelve  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  to  present  for  consideration  such  resolutions, 
expressive  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  as  by  them  may  be 
deemed  proper.  Whereupon,  Richard  L.  Allen,  William 
Ketchum,  H.  Shumway,.B.  Wilcox,  William  Williams,  N. 
Wilgus,  S.  S.  Case,  J.  W.  Brown,  David  M.  Day,  J.  W. 
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Skinner,  Lewis  F.  Allen,  and  J.  Wilkeson,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  committee,  by  their  chairman,  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  citizens  of 
New-York  in  the  recent  unprecedented  calamity  they  have 
sustained  by  the  conflagration  of  an  extensive  portion  of  the 
most  important  and  vital  part  of  their  commercial  empori¬ 
um  ;  and  that  the  signal  fortitude  with  which  they  have 
sustained,  and  the  indomitable  energy  with  which  they  are 
determined  to  retrieve  their  unparalleled  loss,  entitles  them 
to  our  unqualified  admiration. 

Resolved ,  That  this  calamitous  event  is  not  confined  in 
its  effects  to  New-York  alone,  but  will  be  felt  throughout 
the  whole  country,  and  especially  by  the  citizens  of  this 
place,  so  intimately  connected  as  we  are  in  all  our  commer¬ 
cial,  mercantile  and  pecuniary  transactions;  and  as  any 
serious  or  permanent  embarrassment  of  the  business  opera¬ 
tions  of  our  metropolis  dannot  fail  to  injure  the  interests  of 
the  Great  West  in  a  peculiar  degree,  it  is  alike  the  dictate  of 
humanity  and  interest  to  ascertain  some  speedy  and  ade¬ 
quate  means  of  relief. 

Resolved ,  That  in  seeking  for  these  means,  we  are  in¬ 
voluntarily  and  directly  led  to  our  national  government, 
whose  coffers  are  so  abundantly  supplied,  and  that  it  is  en¬ 
tirely  within  its  power  to  extend  all  the  necessary  means 
and  assistance,  besides  such  as  exists  immediately  among  the 
citizens  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
“committee  of  ways  and  means,”  for  this  object  falls  far  short 
of  sheer  justice  to  the  sufferers,  and  that  persons  who  have 
given  bonds  for  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire,  where  proof  can 
be  afforded  of  such  fact,  should  not  be  required  to  extend 
their  bonds  but  on  the  exhibition  of  such  proof,  they  should 
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forthwith  be  cancelled;  and  if  such  bonds  have  been  liqui¬ 
dated,  the'  money  should  be  immediately  refunded. 

Resolved ;  That  for  procuring  the  passage  of  such  a  law 
and  the  extension  of  payment  for  all  bends  to  any  reasona¬ 
ble  time  required,  as  well  as  the  placing  a  large  amount  of 
this  surplus  revenue  in  the  vaults  of  such  of  the  New- York 
banks  as  can  use  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  business  commu¬ 
nity  ;  and  any  other  constitutional  and  reasonable  means  of  al¬ 
leviation  that  may  be  proposed  on  the  part  of  our  general  go¬ 
vernment,  we  cordially  unite  in  requesting  our  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  all  their  influence 
and  exertions. 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  aid  of  the  State  be  required  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  credit  and  add  to  the  business  facilities  of  the  city 
of  New-York,  by  the  creation  of  additional  banking  capital, 
or  otherwise,  we  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  our  legis¬ 
lators  in  both  houses  to  the  consideration  of  the  vital  object 
as  soon  as  they  shall  have  convened ;  and  we  pledge  our  en¬ 
tire  concurrence  with  any  and  all  proper  measures  for  the 
attainment  of  this  important  end. 

Resolved ,  That  our  Legislature  may  afford  essential  aid 
for  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  by  the  repeal  of  the  law 
taxing  the  debts  of  nonresident  creditors  and  foreign  insu¬ 
rance  offices,  which  now  prevent  the  investment  of  a  large 
amount  of  capital  that  would  otherwise  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  citzens  of  our  own  State. 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  and  ten  other 
citizens  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  be  a  committee  to 
sign  the  above  resolutions  and  forward  them  to  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  New-York,  and  that  the  same  be  a  corres¬ 
ponding  committee  to  suggest  and  aid  in  any  further  means 
that  may  offer  for  promoting  the  above  objects. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  un¬ 
der  the  the  resolution. 

Heman  B.  Potter,  H.  Shumway,  Cha’s  Townsend,  Wm. 
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Ketchum,  L.  F.  Allen,  F.  Johnson,  Elijah  Ford,  Jas.  L.  Bar¬ 
ton,  William  Williams,  and  Jacob  A,  Barker. 

HIRAM  PRATT,  President. 

JOHN  W.  BEALS,  )  ,r  „  ... 

SEXTUS  SHEARER,  \  Vlce  Presidts' 
Geo.  R.  Babcock, 


Orlando  Allen, 


>  Secretaries. 


H.  B.  POTTER, 

H.  SHUMWAY, 

WM.  KETCHUM, 
ELIJAH  FORD, 
CHARLES  TOWNSEND, 
WM.  WILLIAMS, 

JAS.  L.  BARTON, 

JACOB  A.  BARKER, 

L.  F.  ALLEN, 

E.  JOHNSON. 


I 

1 


Mayor’s  Office,  January  16,  1836. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  you;?  letter  of  the 
7th,  covering  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adapted  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  on  the  4th  inst. 

The  conflagration  on  the  night  of  the  16th  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  of  December,  resulted  in  the  greatest 
loss  of  property  ever  sustained  by  fire  within  the  same 
space  of  time.  It  commenced  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  and  continued  until  about  noon  the  next  day. 

The  great  fire  in  London  continued  for  three  days  and 
nights,  and  the  value  of  property  destroyed  was  estimated 
at  a  little  more  than  double  the  loss  sustained  here. 

Our  merchants  are  great  sufferers  ;  for  although  generally 
covered  by  insurance,  many  of  the  underwriters  will  not  be 
able  to  pay  more  than  60  cents  on  the  dollar. 

On  behalf  of  my  fellow- citizens,  I  have  to  tender  to  you 

their  acknowledgments  for  your  expression  of  sympathy  and 
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respect;  and  for  your  kindness  in  asking  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
their  aid,  in  obtaining  of  the  general  government  the  remis¬ 
sion  of  duties  on  the  goods  burnt,  and  the  use  of  a  large 
amount  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  proffered  aid  in  obtain¬ 
ing  suitable  measures  of  relief  from  our  State  government. 
The  repeal  of  the  law  of  1833,  taxing  debts  due  to  non-re¬ 
sidents,  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage,  would,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded,  have  a  beneficial  effect  throughout  the  state.  With¬ 
out  disputing  or  affirming  the  propriety  of  the  law  when  it 
was  enacted,  I  think,  at  this  time,  and  as  it  regards  this  city, 
it  maybe  called  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  money-lenders,  and 
results  to  the  injury  of  the  great  mass  of  the  community. 

Please  accept  for  yourself,  and  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  the 
assurance  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness ;  and 
permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  esteem  it  an  honor,  to  be  the 
medium  of  communication  from  you  to  my  fellow-citizens 
of  this  city. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ,  C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 

The  Hon.  Hiram  Pratt, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


West  Point  Foundry,  13th  January,  1836. 

Sir — 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council,  transmitted  through 
you,  acknowledging,  with  others,  the  zeal  and  services  of 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  attached  to  the  steam  engine  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  West  Point  Foundry  Association  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  who,  under  their  respective  foremen, 
took  part  in  arresting  the  progress  of  conflagration  on  the 
16th  December. 
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Believe  me,  sir,  that  nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to 
my  own  feelings  on  this  painful  occasion,  than  to  know 
that  the  exertions  of  persons  connected  with  this  Associa¬ 
tion  had  merited  the  approbation  of  their  fellow-citizens ;  and 
it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  shall  transmit  to  Mr.  William 
Kemble,  to  be  communicated  to  them,  these  resolutions  of 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GOUY.  KEMBLE,  President, 

West  Point  Foundry  Assoc’n. 
To  Hon.  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  New-York. 


f 


B©OTMHMT  NO.  64. 


BMSD  ©F  ALDE1MEN, 

JANUARY  18th,  1836. 

Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  accompanied 
with  the  proceedings  of  citizens  of  Montreal ,  enclosing  a 
Draft  for  $2,000,  Spc.  Whereupon ,  Alderman  Varian 
offered  the  following  Resolution ,  which  was  adopted ,  and 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  con¬ 
currence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  concur  in  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  an  transmitting  the 
Donation  from  citizens  of  Montreal,  to  the  Committee  of  Re¬ 
lief  appointed  by  our  citizens,  which  was  recommended  by 
the  City  authorities,  of  which  Mr.  Samuel  Cowdrey  is  Chair¬ 
man  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  sufferers  at  the  late  fire  in 
the  First  Ward. 


Mayor’s  Office,  January  18th,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

I  enclose  to  you  a  letter  from  George  Auldjo,  Esquire,  and 
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a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of* 
Montreal,  at  which  he  was  Chairman,  and  my  answer.  You 
will  notice  by  the  5th  Resolution  that  the  sum  of  two  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  relief  of  certain  suffer¬ 
ers  by  the  late  fire. 

I  have  received  a  draft  on  Prime  Ward  &  King  for  that 
amount,  and  now  hold  their  check.  I  propose  that  you  au¬ 
thorize  me  to  hand  the  same  to  the  Committee  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire,  of  which  Samuel  Cowdrey, 
Esqr.,  is  Chairman. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Merchants*  Traders  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Montreal,  held  at  the  Reading  Room  on  Tuesday,  the 
5th  January,  1836,  to  take  into  consideration  the  best  means 
of  testifying  their  sympathy  with  the  sufferers  by  the  recent 
extensive  fire  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

George  Auldjo,  Esquire,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  the  following  Resolu¬ 
tions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  community  of  Montreal,  deeply 
and  sincerely  sympathise  with  the  Merchants  and  others,  of 
the  city  of  New-York,  who  have  suffered  by  the  late  calami¬ 
tous  fire  in  that  City. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  it  can  never  be  forgotten  that,  when 
distress  and  calamity  in  any  shape  have  visited  the  British 
Provinces  in  North  America,  the  citizens  of  New-York  have 
been  prompt  and  liberal  in  affording  succour  and  consola¬ 
tion. 

3.  Resolved ,  That  sympathising  as  they  do,  with  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  New-York  in  this  awful  calamity,  it  is  consol¬ 
ing  to  learn  that  the  energies  and  resources  of  that  vast 
Commercial  Emporium,  have  been  so  promptly  and  effectu- 
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ally  exerted,  as  to  alleviate  in  a  great  degree,  the  distress  and 
suffering  consequent  upon  so  extensive  and  afflicting  a  visi¬ 
tation. 

4.  Resolved ,  That  although  the  general  commercial  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  city  of  New-York,  may  have  suffered  less  than 
could  have  been  anticipated  from  so  great  a  destruction  of 
property ;  yet,  from  the  widely  spread  devastation,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that,  among  the  laboring  classes,  suffering  and  priva¬ 
tions  may  exist  susceptible  of  relief,  even  from  the  compara¬ 
tively  small  resources  of  the  inhabitants  of  Montreal. 

5.  Resolved ,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting,  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  citizens  of  Montreal,  be  requested  to  transmit  to 
New-York,  a  copy  of  the  present  Resolutions,  to  be  addressed 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  ;  at  the  same  time  intimating,  that  a 
Sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  autho¬ 
rities  of  New-York,  appointed  to  investigate  and  relieve  the 
eases  alluded  to  in  the  4th  Resolution,  if  they  can  thereby 
be  alleviated. 

Montreal,  Lower  Canada,  5th  January,  1836. 

GEORGE  AULDJO,  Chairman  of  Public  Meeting . 
T.  Mitchell  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Meeting. 


Montreal,  5th  January ,  1836. 

Sir, 

The  merchants,  traders,  and  other  citizens  of  Montreal, 
actuated  by  the  sacred  feelings  of  a  common  nature,  by  the 
endearing  associations  of  a  common  origin,  and  by  the  most 
lively  gratitude  for  your  country’s  often  tried  generosity,  to¬ 
wards  the  victims  of  calamity  in  British  America ;  held  a 
public  meeting  yesterday,  to  consider  in  what  manner,  and 
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to  what  extent  they  might  be  able  to  alleviate  the  distress 
that  must  necessarily  have  arisen  from  the  late  calamitous 
fire  at  New-York. 

They  have  accordingly  deputed  me  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
their  Resolutions,  and  to  inclose  you  a  draft  for  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars ;  Benjamin  Holmes,  Esquire,  on  Messrs. 
Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  at  sight. 

The  tenor  of  the  Resolutions,  sir,  will  show,  that  though 
the  citizens  of  Montreal  do  not  presume  to  present  so  humble 
an  offering  to  the  commercial  sufferers  of  so  wealthy  and  ex¬ 
tensive  an  emporium  of  trade  as  the  city  of  New-York ;  yet, 
they  respectfully  request  your  acceptance  of  it,  as  at  once 
being  an  earnest  of  the  sincerity  of  their  sympathy,  and  af¬ 
fording  perhaps  some  relief  to  the  numerous  laborers  and 
others,  whom  so  extensive  a  conflagration  must  have  thrown 
out  of  employment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard  and  consideration, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  AULDJO,  Chairman  of  the  Meeting \ 
To  his  Honor, 

Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York. 

New-York. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  January  14th,  1836. 

Sir, 

On  yesterday,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  6th,  with  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  adopted  at  “  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Mon-  # 
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treal,,”  on  the  5th  instant,  and  enclosing  a  draft  on  Prime, 
Ward  &  King,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed 
among  certain  sufferers  by  the  late  conflagration. 

The  proceedings  of  your  citizens  in  thus  spontaneously 
meeting  and  acting,  must  ever  be  remembered  with  gratitude 
by  our  community. 

The  deep  sympathy  expressed  in  your  letter  and  in  the 
Resolutions  in  behalf  of  the  merchants  and  others  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  is  as  just  to  them  as  honorable  to  you. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  late  fire,  are  estimated  to 
amount  to  seventeen  millions  of  dollars,  and  .yet,  we  have 
scarcely  had  a  failure,  and  many  of  the  heavy  sufferers  are 
among  the  most  active  in  aiding  the  widows,  orphans,  and 
infirm  persons  reduced  to  poverty  and  dependence. 

A  determination  has  been  manifested  by  our  citizens,  to 
depend  as  far  as  possible  on  themselves,  and  each  other,  to 
retrieve  their  misfortunes,  and  we  have  been  cheered  by  the 
expression  of  kindness  from  our  fellow  citizens  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  we  have  now  to  add  our  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  the  noble  and  dignified  expressions  and 
conduct  of  the  citizens  of  Montreal. 

Please  accept  for  yourself  and  associates  at  the  meeting 
over  which  you  presided,  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


George  Auldjo,  Esq.,  Chairman ,  fyc.  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  65< 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  18th,  1836. 


Report  from  the  Counsel ,  with  a  draft  of  An  Act  to  author¬ 
ise  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Commonalty ,  to  raise 
money  by  loan  and  to  create  a  stock ,  to  be  called  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Building  Stock,  &pc.  Also ,  of  a  Memorial  to  the 
Legislature  for  the  same. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  submit  to  the  Common 
Council,  a  draught  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  and  of  a  me¬ 
morial  for  the  passage  thereof,  which  he  has  prepared  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  annexed  resolution. 

R.  EMMET. 

December  14th,  1835. 


Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  prepare  a 
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Memorial  and  draft  of  a  Law,  in  accordance  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  contained  in  the  subjoined  report,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Common  Council,  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature 
in  the  early  part  of  its  session. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  23, 1835. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  30, 1835. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  5,  1835. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  last  Board  of  Aider- 
men,  dated  May  11th,  1835,  and  made  upon  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated  March  2d,  1835,  re¬ 
commending  the  Common  Council  to  provide  by  loans,  in¬ 
stead  of  taxation,  the  means  requisite  for  the  erection  of  the 
contemplated  Public  Buildings,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
ground  deemed  necessary  for  public  uses : 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  the  last  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  two  Resolutions 
instructing  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  to  prepare  the 
draft  of  a  Law,  and  a  Memorial  to  the  Legislature,  to  be 
presented  at  its  next  meeting,  granting  authority  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  to  raise  by  Loan  on  Bonds  or  on  Stocks,  such  sums 
of  money  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  purchase  of 
real  estate  and  the  erection  of  Buildings  for  the  public  ac¬ 
commodation  and  use. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  power  intended  to  be  asked 
for  from  the  Legislature,  is  indefinite  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  the  Corporation  may  borrow.  If  your  Committee 
are  correctly  informed,  an  unlimited  authority  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  has  never  before  been  sought  or  desired  by  the  Common 
Council  and  they  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  its 
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possession  by  the  Common  Council  would  not,  in  any  series 
of  years,  result  in  benefit  to  the  city. 

If  it  be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Detention  and  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  now  in  progress — the  Alms  House,  which 
it  is  contemplated,  must,  in  a  few  years  be  built,  together 
with  such  erections  and  purchases  of  land,  as  the  city  may 
need  for  public  convenience  and  use,  may  cost  in  all,  one  mil- 
lion  of  dollars,  it  will,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee, 
be  most  prudent  that  the  Common  Council  now  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  issue  only  so  much  of  that 
amount  as  may  be  deemed  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  erecting  the  House  of  Detention  or  Halls  of  Jus¬ 
tice,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  leaving 
the  option  to  our  successors  to  provide  the  means  for  the 
erection  of  the  Alrns  House  by  a  similar  provision,  when  the 
time  shall  arrive  that  loans  will  be  required  to  enable  the 
Corporation  to  accomplish  that  object. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  amount  to  ,be  raised 
within  a  few  years  will  be  about  four  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  offer  the  stock,  so  to  be  creat¬ 
ed,  in  the  market  in  sums  larger  than  shall  be  required,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  payment  of  the  engagements  contracted 
in  relation  to  the  public  buildings  or  the  purchase  of  land  ; 
and  to  enable  the  Corporation  to  buy  in  the  stock,  whenever 
they  may  happen  to  possess  the  means  applicable  to  that  pur¬ 
pose,  the  interest  it  is  to  bear  should  not  exceed  five  per  cen¬ 
tum  per  annum.  But  when  money  is  abundant  and  the  mar¬ 
ket  will  absorb  a  stock  at  par,  bearing  a  lower  rate  of 
interest  it  should  be  contracted  to  be  issued  at  4  per  cent 
interest  per  annum ;  because  the  importance  of  obtaining 
a  premium  on  stock,  bears  no  comparison  to  the  advantage 
of  being  able  to  buy  it  in  whenever  it  may  suit  the  public 
convenience  to  go  into  the  market  with  that  intent. 

If  it  be  intended  to  appropriate  the  public  property  at 
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Bellevue  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  thus  to  be  created  it 
will  not  be  necessary  that  the  stock  be  issued  for  a  longer 
term  than  ten  or  twelve  years,  as  before  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  the  new  Alms  House  may  be  finished  and  the 
domain  at  Bellevue  be  placed  in  a  condition  to  be  sold  to 
the  best  advantage  and  for  the  payment  of  the  specific  debt 
incurred  in  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  pub¬ 
lic  buildings. 

For  the  pnrpose  of  eliciting  the  views  which  may  be  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  Common  Council  in  relation  to  this  subject 
your  Committee  propose  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolutions  of  the  last  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Resolved ,  (If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,)  that  the 
Counsel  of  the  Corporation  prepare  a  Memorial  and  draft  of 
a  Law  in  accordance  with  the  principles  contained  in  this 
Report,  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature  in  the  early 
part  of  its  session. 

October  16,  1835. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENTS. 

That  your  memorialists  have  lately  determined  upon,  and 
have  actually  commenced  the  erection  of  a  certain  public 
building  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  known  as  “  the  Halls 
of  Justice,”  which  building  is  intended  to  comprise  a  House 
of  Detention,  a  Debtors  Prison,  accommodations  for  the 
Court  of  Sessions,  Police  Office,  Watch  House,  and  other 
departments  connected  with  the  administration  of  Criminal 
Justice  in  the  said  city ;  and  the  cost  of  which,  when  com- 
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pleted,  (exclusive  of  the  ground  which  already  belonged  to 
your  Memorialists,  is  estimated  at  about  two  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  they  have  also  commenced 
building  a  Lunatic  Asylum  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  which,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  They  have  also  decided  upon 
making  other  public  improvements  of  less  magnitude,  but 
which  may  probably  cost  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Your  Memorialists  further  represent  that  in  addition  to 
the  above  buildings  which  are  now  in  progress,  it  is  contem¬ 
plated  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  may  become  ne¬ 
cessary  to  erect  a  new  Alms  House  for  the  said  city,  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  than  the  present  one,  and  that  as  the 
population  of  the  city  of  New  York  increases,  other  build¬ 
ings  of  a  public  nature  must  soon  be  required,  the  expense 
of  which  must  be  borne  by  the  said  city. 

In  endeavoring  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  amount  which 
may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  entire  expense,  as  well  of  the 
said  public  buildings  and  improvements  which  are  now  in 
progress,  and  determined  upon,  as  of  those,  the  necessity  for 
which,  within  a  short  period,  can  be  easily  foreseen,  inclu¬ 
ding  such  purchases  of  land  as  may  be  requisite  therefor  ; 
your  memorialists  feel  themselves  justified  in  stating,  that 
one  million  of  dollars  is  not  too  large  an  estimate  for  these 
objects. 

This  expenditure  must  be  provided  for,  either  by  taxation, 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  or  by  loan ;  and  your  memo¬ 
rialists,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  are  well 
convinced  that  the  actual  resources  and  property  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  which  are  great  and  valuable,  though  at  pres¬ 
ent  unproductive,  make  it  expedient  to  avoid  the  former  and 
to  adopt  the  latter  course ;  and  that  it  becomes  their  duty  to 
take  timely  measures  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature,  such 
authority  as  may  enable  them  to  procure,  by  the  creation  of 
a  fund  or  stock,  such  portion  of  the  above  amount  as  they 
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have  reason  to  believe  must  be  actually  wanted  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  buildings  and  improvements  which  have  been  underta¬ 
ken  as  above  mentioned, 

You,r  memorialists,  therefore,  confine  themselves  in  their 
present  application  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  which  they  believe  will  be  required  to  defray  the  cost  of 
the  said  buildings  and  improvements,  and  for  a  large  portion 
of  which  cost, they  are  actually  bound  by  contract. 

As  the  demand  for  the  said  money  will  be  gradual,  and 
regulated  by  the  advances  to  be  made  in  the  work,  your 
memorialists  do  not  desire  that  the  stock  for  the  same  should 
be  offered  in  the  market,  in  larger  sums  than  may  be  necessary 
from  time  to  time,  to  meet  the  engagements  entered  into  ; 
smdas  they  may  happen  to  have  funds  which  could  not  be 
more  advantageously  applied,  than  in  buying  in  such  stock, 
before  the  period  for  its  final  redemption,  and  thus  gradually 
extinguishing  the  debt,  it  would  be  their  wish  to  issue  the 
same,  bearing  no  higher  rate  of  interest  than  might  enable 
them  to  effect  the  loan,  by  which  means,  although  such  stock 
might  not  sell  for  a  premium,  they  would  have  more  facility 
in  so  repurchasing  it,  if  they  should  possess  the  means  and 
deem  it  expedient  so  to  do. 

From  the  best  judgment  which  your  memorialists  can 
form,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  in  ten  or  fifteen  years  it  may 
be  in  their  power  to  pay  off  the  debt  thus  to  be  incurred, 
from  the  sale  of  lands  belonging  to  the  city,  which  would 
then  no  longer  be  required  for  public  purposes.  They  con¬ 
sider,  therefore,  that  twenty  years  would  be  sufficient,  as  the 
maximum  period  to  be  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  the 
said  stock. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  request,  that  a 
law  may  be  passed  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  authorising  them  to  raise  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  by  loan,  and  to  create  a  public  fund  or  stock 
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for  the  same,  in  conformity  with  the  views  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  expressed  in  their  present  memorial ;  and  they  beg 
leave  to  submit  herewith  a  draught  of  the  said  law. 


AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  to  raise  money  by  loan,  and  to  create 
a  public  fund  or  stock-  to  be  called  the  Public  Building  Stock 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  raise  by  loan,  from  time 
to  time  and  in  such  amounts  as  they  may  think  fit,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  the  creation 
of  a  public  fund  or  stock,  to  be  called  «  The  Public  Building 
Stock  of  the  City  of  New  York,”  which  shall  bear  an  interest 
not  exceeding  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall  be  re¬ 
deemable  at  a  period  of  time  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than 
twenty  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

§  II.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty,  to  determine  what  shall  be  the  nominal  amount 
or  value  of  each  share  of  the  said  stock,  and  of  what  number 
of  shares  the  same  shall  consist ;  and  they  are  hereby  author¬ 
ized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  such  shares  at  or  above  the  par 
value  thereof,  either  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  or  to 
raise  the  said  sum  of  money  by  subscription  for  such  stock  in 
the  mode  in  which  the  stocks  of  Banking  and  Insurance  Com¬ 
panies  are  usually  subscribed  for. 

§  III.  The  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  “  An  Act  to  regu¬ 
late  the  finances  of  the  city  of  New  York,”  passed  June  8th, 
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1812,  which  are  not  repugnant  to,  or  incompatible  with  any 
provision  in  this  act  contained,  shall  apply  to  the  said  stock. 

§  IY.  The  monies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
be  applied  and  expended  to  and  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  completing  such  public  buildings  and  improvements  in 
the  city  of  New  York  as  may  be  determined  upon  by  the 
Common  Council  of  the  said  city. 


DOCUMENT  WO.  66. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  18th,  1836. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  division  of  the  Wards ,  was  presented  on  the  Peti¬ 
tions  for  dividing  the  12 th  Ward— which  was  adopted 
and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for 
concurrence . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  the  subject  of  dividing  the 
Wards,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Petitions  and -Me¬ 
morial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  12th  Ward  for  a  division  of 
the  same, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  petitioners  ask  to  have  the  Ward  divided  at  40th- 
street  for  the  following  reasons,  viz. 

That  the  interests  of  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the 
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Ward  are  entirely  different,  and  that  each  section  of  it,  con¬ 
sequently  requires  different  representatives  in  the  Common 
Council,  ahd  also,  that  the  great  extent  of  the  Ward,  imposes 
duties  too  laborious  on  its  officers,  which  would  be  obviated 
by  a  division  of  the  Ward. 

Your  Committee  would  state  that  the  12th  Ward  comprises 
an  area  of  upwards  of  nine  thousand  acres,  more  than  three 
times  the  size  of  all  the .  residue  of  the  City,  that  its  popula¬ 
tion  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  twenty-six  thousand  at  the  present 
time ;  that  in  the  last  five  years  the  population  of  the  Ward 
has  doubled,  and  from  a  corresponding  rate  of  increase,  your 
Committee  feel  warranted  in  the  opinion,  that  in  five  years 
more,  that  population  will  be  upwards  of  fifty  thousand. 
T-he  lower  part  of  this  Ward  is  now  in  the  process  of  being 
regulated  and  paved,  and  every  one  must  be  convinced  that 
the  whole  time  which  the  representatives  of  that  Ward  can 
devote  to  it,  will  be  required  in  that  section  of  the  Ward, 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  interests  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  Ward,  both  in  regard  to  the  roads  and  the  improvements 
going  on  there,  will  also,  fully  occupy  the  time  which  any 
two  members  will  be  able  to  devote  to  the  same. 

The  diversified  interests  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
Ward,  also,  require  that  it  should  have  different  representa¬ 
tives,  as  is  suggested  by  the  petitioners. 

Your  Committee  also  state,  that  in  their  opinion  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  Ward,  fully  justifies  a  division  of  the  Ward, 
and  by  dividing  the  same  at  40th-street,  the  lower  part  will 
hereafter  be  of  a  suitable  size,  and  will  eventually  possess  a 
population  which  will  require  a  division  into  two  Wards, 
and  which  can  easily  be  done  by  dividing  the  same  through 
the  5th  or  6th  Avenues. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is  both 
necessary  and  expedient,  that  the  said  Ward  should  be  di¬ 
vided  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  they  there¬ 
fore,  offer  the  following  Resolutions : 
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Resolved,  That  the  12th  Ward  be  divided  by  a  line  run¬ 
ning  through  the  centre  of  40th-street,  and  that  all  that  part 
lying  south  of  40th-street  shall  form  a  new  Ward,  to  be 
called  the  Sixteenth  Ward. 

Resolved ,  That  the  residue  of  the  12th  Ward,  shall  be  a 
separate  Ward,  to  be  called  the  Twelfth  Ward. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  be  directed  to 
prepare  the  necessary  memorial  and  draft  of  a  law,  and  that 
the  same  be  forwarded  to  the  Legislature. 


SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 
ERAS.  FICKETT, 

D.  BANKS, 

EGBERT  BENSON, 


Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  1  ^ 

GEO.  PAULDING,  i  Committee  of  the 

ALEXANDER  STEWART  ^  Board  of  Assist- 
AARON  CLARK,  ’  J  ants- 
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BOAKD  OF  ALBUMEN, 

JANUARY  21st,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  enclosing 
copies  of  the  Law  for  the  Six  Million  Loan.  And  also 
the  Law  relative  to  Insurance  Companies ,  which  was 
read ,  and  ordered  printed ,  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-Yor^:,  January  21,  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

On  Tuesday  morning  I  received  from  General  Wetmore, 
a  copy  of  the  Law  authorizing  the  loan  asked  tor  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  which  I  immediately  enclosed  to  you.  This  mor¬ 
ning  I  have  received  another  copy  from  Mr.  Campbell,  Depu¬ 
ty  Secretary  of  State,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Yan  Schaick,  and 
also  a  copy  of  an  Act  relative  to  Insurance  Companies. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
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AM  ACT 

To  authorize  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New-  Yoi'k,  to  raise  money  on  Loan ,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Passed  January  16, 1836. 

The  People  ©f  the  State  of  New-York,  represented  in  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New-York,  are  hereby  empowered,  in  their  discretion,  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  ta 
purchase  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars, 
any  bonds,  which,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  belonged 
to  any  of  the  Companies  in  the  said  city,  incorporated  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  insurance  against  fire,  and  which 
have  become  insolvent,  or  whose  Capitals  have  been  impair¬ 
ed  by  losses  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  the  sixteenth  and  sev¬ 
enteenth  of  that  month ;  the  payment  of  which  bonds  were 
then  secured  by  mortgage  upon  unincumbered  real  estate 
within  the  State  of  New-York,  worth  at  the  time  of  such 
purchase,  thirty  per  cent  more  than  the  amount  secured  by 
such  bonds  respectively. 

§  2.  The  Common  Council  of  the  said  city  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  seven  Commissioners,  who  shall  serve 
without  compensation,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  inquire  into  the 
situation  and  value  of  the  premises  so  mortgaged,  and  cer¬ 
tify  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  said  city,  their  opinion  in  wri¬ 
ting,  of  the  value  of  the  said  premises,  and  no  such  mortgage 
shall  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  such  certificate  shall 
have  been  made. 
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§  3.  In  order  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  the  above 
purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  said  city,  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue  bonds  under  their  cor¬ 
porate  seal,  or  stock  in  such  amounts  and  redeemable  at 
such  times,  not  exceeding  seventeen  years,  as  the  Common 
Council  of  the  said  city  may  direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly ; 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  and  property  of  the  said  city  for  the 
payment  of  such  bonds  on  the  redemption  of  such  stock. 

§  4.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said 
City,  shall  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages,  when 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  said  city,  to  the  redemption  of 
the  bonds  or  stock  to  be  issued  under  this  act,  and  the  whole 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  sinking  fund  therefor,  and  the  same  shall  not 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  diverted  from  such  pur¬ 
pose. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 

State  of  New-  York,  ? 

Secretary’s  Office.  $ 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  state  on  file  in  this  Offiee,  and  do  certify, 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  of  said  original. 

ARCED.  CAMPBELL, 

Deputy  Secretary, 


Albany,  January  19,  1836, 
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AM  ACT 

For  the  more  convenient  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  cer¬ 
tain  Insurance  Companies  in  the  City  of  New-  York , 
rendered  insolvent  by  the  late  fire  in  that  city. 

Passed  January  18,  1836. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  directors  of  any  insurance  company  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  rendered  insolvent  by  the  fire  which  occur¬ 
red  on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  days  of  December  last, 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  may  appoint,  of  their  own  number, 
three  persons  to  be  receivers  of  its  estate  and  effects,  and 
to  distribute  the  same  according  to  law. 

§  2.  Upon  filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
for  the  First  Circuit,  a  declaration  by  such  corporation,  under 
its  seal,  and  attested  by  the  oath  of  the  President  and  Secre¬ 
tary,  that  upon  examination,  the  corporation  appears  to 
them  to  be  insolvent ;  and  also  a  certificate,  under  the  cor¬ 
porate  seal  of  the  appointment  of  such  persons,  they  shall 
be  receivers  of  the  corporate  property  and  effects,  and  shall 
be  vested  with  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  in  posses¬ 
sion,  and  in  action,  of  the  corporation,  and  have  all  the 
powers  and  authority  conferred,  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
obligations  and  duties  imposed  upon  receivers  under  any 
law  of  this  state,  and  be  entitled  to  such  compensation  as 
the  Chancellor  may  deem  reasonable,  not  exceeding,  in 
any  event,  that  now  allowed  by  law,  and  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  shall  have  the  same  control  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  receivers,  and  the  same  power  of  removal  for  miscon¬ 
duct,  and  of  supplying  vacancies  as  the  said  Court  possesses 
in  relation  to  receivers,  and  may  require  them  to  give  secu- 
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rity  for  the  faithful  accounting  for  all  moneys  and  effects 
which  shall  come  to  their  hands. 

§3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  receivers,  as  soon  as 
they  shall  ascertain  the  amount  of  any  claims  against  such 
corporation,  to  give  certificates  thereof,  referring  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  voucher  thereof ;  and  in  case  the  claim  shall  exceed 
two  thousand  dollars,  they  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the 
claimant,  give  certificates  for  aliquot  parts  thereof,  not  less 
than  one  thousand  dollars  .each ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  may  be  able  to  ascertain  that  any  amounts  can  be 
realized  out  of  the  assets,  and  divided  upon  all  the  claims 
against  the  company,  to  certify  such  expected  dividends 
upon  the  certificates  of  claim  or  otherwise,  although  the 
assets  may  not  have  been  realized  in  cash,  which  certifi¬ 
cates  shall  be  negotiable  by  endorsement ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  receivers  to  endorse  the  payment  of  any 
and  all  dividends  on  the  said  certificates. 

§  4.  Such  receivers  may  appoint  times  for  meetings  of 
claimants,  for  the  bringing  in  of  claims,  for  payment  of 
dividends,  and  for  any  other  purposes  of  their  appointment, 
on  such  notice  as  the  Court  of  Chancery  shall  order,  al¬ 
though  it  be  for  a  shorter  time  than  is  now  required  bylaw. 

§  5.  In  relation  to  any  claim  at  law,  or  in  equity,  pre¬ 
sented  to  such  receivers,  and  which  they  shall  not  admit 
and  adjust,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  require  the  same  to 
be  submitted  to  a  reference,  under  the  rule  of  a  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  manner  now  allowed  to 
receivers.  And  in  case  any  action  at  law,  or  suit  in  equity, 
shall  be  commeuced  or  proceeded  in  after  such  reference 
shall  be  required  by  the  said  receivers,  no  cost  thereafter 
accruing  in  any  such  action  or  proceeding  shall  be  recover¬ 
able  by  the  claimant  or  party  proceeding  therein ;  and  the 
Court  in  which  such  action  or  proceeding  shall  be  had,  may 
order  such  reference  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  like  pro- 
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ceedings  may  be  had  therein  as  in  cases  requiring  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  a  long  account. 

§  6.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  res¬ 
train  all  proceedings  against  the  said  Corporation  at  law  or 
in  equity,  on  petition  of  such  receivers. 

§  7.  The  said  receivers  may  apply  to  the  Judge  of  any 
court  of  record,  for  an  order  requirin  g  the  party  presenting 
any  claims  to  them,  to  appear  and  be  examined  on  oath  be¬ 
fore  the  first  or  senior  Judge  of  the  county,  in  which  such 
claimant  resides,  touching  his  claim  and  all  matters  relating 
thereto,  and  to  produce  to  the  said  receivers,  all  books,  vouch¬ 
ers  and  papers  which  may  be  reasonably  required. 

§  8.  All  appeals  from  any  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,,  shall  be  taken  within 
ten  days  from  notice  of  the  order,  and  not  afterwards. 

§  9.  The  said  receivers  may  procure  insurance  against  all 
and  any  risks  pending,  which  stand  insured  by  the  said  Cor¬ 
poration,  by  the  payment  out  of  its  assets  of  such  premiums 
as  they  may  deem  reasonable,  which  insurances  they  may 
offer  to  persons  holding  policies  on  the  same  risks,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  the  cancelment  thereof ;  but  in  case  of  their  refu¬ 
sal  or  neglect  upon  such  offer  to  cansel  such  policies,  the 
new  insurances  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Corporation 
and  its  creditors,  as  part  of  its  general  assets,  such  to  be  distri¬ 
buted  without  preference  in  favor  of  any  holder  of  any  such 
policy ;  but  every  holder  of  such  unexpired  policy  shall  be 
deemed  a  creditor  of  such  company  to  the  amount  of  the  un¬ 
earned  remainder,  at  the  time  the  said  Company  became  in¬ 
solvent. 

§  10.  In  case  any  Corporation  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  shall  not  proceed  under  it  within  thirty  days  after 
its  passage,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Stockholder  or  Claim¬ 
ant,  to  apply  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  or  receivers, 
under  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  this  act  shall  be  applicable 
in  every  such  case.  But  in  case  receivers  shall  have  been 
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appointed  under  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  receivers  ap¬ 
pointed  under  this  act,  shall  be  substituted  in  their  place. 

§11.  The  Legislature  may  at  any  time,  alter,  modify,  or 
repeal  this  act. 

§  12.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  thereof. 

State  of  New-  York ,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  ^ 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  on  file  in  this  Office,  and  do  cer¬ 
tify,  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of 
the  whole  of  said  original. 

ARCHD.  CAMPBELL, 
Deputy  Secretary. 


Albany,  January  19, 1836. 


BOCUMEHT  *JO.  68« 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  18th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity,  and  Alms  House , 
on  the  Petition  of  David  B.  Hawkes,  for  compensa¬ 
tion  for  services.,  against  the  same ,  which  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  the  Alms  House,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  David  B.  Hawkes,  soliciting  re¬ 
muneration  for  services  rendered  at  Bellevue, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  petitioner  in  relation  to  his 
claim,  and  learn  from  him,  that  in  Nov.,  1832,  he  was  confined 
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to  his  bed  with  a  violent  attack  of  fever  at  his  boarding 
house ;  that  during  his  sickness  he  was  taken  to  Bellevue 
Hospital,  where  he  soon  recovered ;  that  after  his  recovery 
he  was  detained  there  against  his  will,  and  put  to  servile 
work ;  that  he  made  application  for  his  discharge,  but  was 
denied  the  same. 

Your  committee,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  facts  of  this 
case,  so  as  to  be  able  to  communicate  a  correct  statement  of 
them  to  this  Board,  had  several  meetings  for  that  express 
purpose,  and  among  others  invited,  were  the  Commission¬ 
ers  of  the  Alms  House,  from  whom  they  received  much 
valuable  information  in  relation  to  the  general  practice 
and  usage  appertaining  to  that  establishment :  and  also  Mr. 
Lodowick  Fisk,  who  made  the  following  statement,  to  which 
he  is  willing  to  testify,  viz : 

That  he  is  one  of  the  attendants  and  keepers  of  the  Belle¬ 
vue  Hospital,  and  been  in  their  employ  some  time ;  that  he 
is  acquainted  with  the  petitioner,  David  B.  Hawkes,  who 
was  brought  to  the  Bellevue  Hospital  on  or  about  the  22d 
of  November,  1832,  with  a  violent  fever  upon  him,  and 
in  a  deranged  state  of  mind,  and  continued  in  a  more 
or  less  deranged  state  during  the  whole  time  he  was  there, 
and  he  considered  him  not  of  sound  mind  when  he  left  the 
establishment  with  his  friend  to  visit  the  country.  At  the 
time  of  his  discharge  to  wit:  on  or  about  the  13th  of  March 
1834,  he  was  provided  with  suitable  clothing,  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  department,  being  very  sick  and  poor  when  he 
was  brought  there,  and  destitute  of  clothing,  and  could  not  have 
left  the  house  in  a  decent  manner,  without  such  provision. 

Mr.  Fisk  further  states,  that  Hawkes  was  not  compelled 
to  remain  in  the  Hospital,  as  he  represents,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  could  leave  the  premises  at  any  time ;  and,  in  fact, 
had  a  permit  to  do  so  whenever  he  pleased. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Fisk,  stated  to  the  committee,  that  it  is  the  rule,  as  well 
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as  the  practice  of  the  house,  to  discharge  patients  as  soon 
as  they  recover — the  good  management,  as  well  as  economy 
imperiously  demand  it. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  as  it  respects  the  liability  of 
the  Corporation  in  this  matter,  that  they  are  in  no  wa,y  respon¬ 
sible  to  Hawkes  for  any  services  he  may  have  rendered  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  if  he  has  any  claim,  (which  your  committee 
deny,  from  the  preceding  statement  of  facts)  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  or  Physician  of  the  house  are  the  only  persons 
liable  to  him  for  his  supposed  services,  and  detention, 
particularly  as  both  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  were  violated  by  them  for  not  discharging  him  when 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered. 

Your  committee  further  show,  that  by  a  law  of  this  State, 
passed  February  4th,  1822,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Alms 
House  has  the  power  to  require  and  compel  paupers,  who 
are  entirely  chargeable  upon,  or  receive  support  from,  the 
said  city,  to  perform  such  reasonable  work  and  service 
as  they  may  be  able  to  perform  without  injury  to  their 
health,  as  the  Superintendent  may  direct,  and  in  case  of 
any  refusal  or  neglect  of  such  pauper  to  neglect  the  work 
so  ordered  to  be  done  by  the  Superintendent,  or  to  conform 
to  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  as  may  be  made  by 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New-York  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  such  paupers,  or  that  depart  from  the  Alms 
House  at  any  time  without  being  regularly  dismissed  there¬ 
from  ;  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Super¬ 
intendent,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Alms  House  to  inflict  such  reasonable  punishment  upon  such 
pauper  as  he  shall  deem  proper :  That  every  pauper  who 
may  be  aggrieved  by  the  cCnduct  of  said  Superintendent 
towards  him,  shall  be  permitted  to  appeal  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners — a  majority  of  them  shall  make  such  order 
in  the  case  as  shall  appear  to  them  just  and  proper. 

Your  committee  conclude,  from  the  law  and  the  facts  in 
this  case,  that  the  petitioner,  D.  B.  Hawkes,  has  no  claim, 
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either  in  equity  or  law,  upon  the  Corporation  for  any  ser¬ 
vices  rendered,  by  him  during  his  stay  at  Bellevue  5  and 
they  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  compensation  asked  by  D.  B.  Hawkes, 
for  services  rendered  by  him  during  his  stay  at  Bellevue 
Hospital,  be  denied. 


D.  BANKS, 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 
GEO.  NIXON, 


Committee  on  Cha¬ 
rity  and  Alms. 


B0CUMEMT  MO.  69. 


BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1835. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee ,  on  the  petition  of  Dudley 
Selden,  to  take  for  Public  purposes  the  Gore  of  Land 
between  Art-street  and  Eighth-street.,  and  between  La¬ 
fayette  Place  and  the  Bowery. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  Dudley  Selden,  praying 
that  a  gore  of  land  between  Eighth-street  and  Art-street, 
and  the  Bowery  and  Lafayette  Place,  may  be  taken  as  a  part 
of  the  street,  or  for  public  purposes, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

That  the  proposition  of  the  petitioner  has  been  duly  ad- 


Doc.  No.  69.] 


336 


vertised,  and  that  the  person  who  claims  ownership  of  the 
said  gore,  objects  to  the  same  being  taken. 

The  petitioner  and  remonstrant  in  this  matter,  have  both 
been  heard  before  your  Committee,  at  which  hearing  the  pe¬ 
titioner  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  he  was  one  of  the  ap¬ 
plicants  in  a  recent  memorial  to  the  Common  Council,  to 
have  Art-street  closed,  which  application  was  denied,  in 
consequence  of  there  being  an  insufficiency  of  interest  in 
favor  of  the  measure. 

The  petitioner  further  stated,  that  he  is  the  owner  of  a 
considerable  number  of  lots  of  ground  in  the  immediate  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  gore  in  question,  and  that  he  has  made  liberal 
offers  to  the  owner  of  the  same  to  become  the  purchaser 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  the  same  open  as  a  part 
of  the  street,  but  that  he  has  hitherto  been  unsuccessful. 

The  petitioner  also  represented  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
said  gore  is  but  about  one  fifth  part  of  a  full  lot,  upon  which 
is  standing  a  wretched  hovel,  occupied  at  present  as  a  black¬ 
smith  shop,  and  which  is  a  very  great  nuisance  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  must  of  course  tend  very  materially  to  lessen 
the  value  of  his  property. 

The  remonstrant  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  he  held  the 
gore  of  land  in  question  as  property  of  considerable  value 
to  him,  and  that  he  therefore  protests  against  the  proposition 
to  take  the  same  for  a  part  of  the  street,  or  as  a  public 
place. 

Your  Committee,  after  a  patient  investigation  of  this  sub¬ 
ject,  and  feeling  every  disposition  to  act  impartially  in  the 
premises,  are  of  opinion  that  the  gore  should  he  taken  as  a 
part  of  the  street,  and  the  benefit  to  the  property  in  the  vici¬ 
nity,  assessed  in  the  usual  manner  by  Commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  recommend  for  adoption,  the  following 
.Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  an  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
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of  this  State,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  alter  the  map  of  the 
City,  so  as  to  take  for  public  purposes  the  gore  of  land  be¬ 
tween  Art-street  and  Eighth-street  and  Lafayette  place  and 
the  Bowery. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee. 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen, 
having  examined  the  preceding  Report,  are  fully  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  taking  the  gore  therein  named  for  public 
purposes,  and  therefore  recommend  a  concurrence  in  the 
following  Resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  as  follows ; 

Resolved ,  That  an  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  alter  the  map  of  the 
City,  so  as  to  take  for  publie  purposes  the  gore  of  land  be¬ 
tween  Art-street  and  Eighth-street,  and  Lafayette  Place  and 
the  Bowery. 


BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND, 
M.  YAN  SCHAICK, 


Street  Committee. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  14,  1835. 
Concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Jan’y21,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  22,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


) 


' 


'  • 
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the  street  in  question  ;  the  Committee  would  here  remark, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  property  adjoining  this  street, 
and  lying  between  the  Third  Avenue  and  the  East  river,  is 
owned  by  the  Corporation  of  this  City  ;  and  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  required  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  some 
of  the  lands  adjoining  said  street,  would  be  about  equal  to 
the  amount  that  would  be  assessed  for  said  working. 


The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  concurrence  in 
the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Assistants. 


Resolved ,  That  Seventy-ninth-street  be  worked  from  the 
Third  Avenue  to  the  East  river,  as  a  road  of  forty  feet  in 
width,  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner, 
whenever  the  owners  of  the  lands  adjoining  between  the 
Second  and  Third  Avenues  shall  covenant  to  pay  to  him  on 
behalf  of  the  Common  Council  five  hundred  dollars,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  will  amount  to  one  third  part  of  the  cost  of 
working  the  same. 

JAMES  FERRIS, 

EGBERT  BENSON, 

JOHN  LOVETT, 


Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  annexed  petitions  of  W.  B.  Lawrence  and  others, 
for  the  working  of  Seventy- ninth-street  from  the  Third 
Avenue  to  the  East  river, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  in  the  year  1828,  this  street  was  opened  by  Law, 
and  has  since  been  paid  for  by  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots, 
that  the  object  in  view  in  opening  the  said  street  was  to  af¬ 
ford  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  the  Island  means  of 
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access  to  the  river.  That  at  the  foot  of  this  street  is  a  good 
stone  dock,  which  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  public 
landing  place,  if  the  same  could  be  made  accessible.  That 
there  is  no  public  dock  between  the  Alms  house  and  Harlem 
bridge,  excepting  at  the  foot  of  Eighty-sixth-street,  and  that 
the  clock  at  Eighty-sixth-street  is  leased  out  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  Ferry  at  that  place. 

Your  Committee  also  Report,  that  they  consider  it  highly 
necessary  for  that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  who 
reside  in  this  neighborhood,  that  some  means  should  be  af¬ 
forded  them,  by  which  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  a  public 
landing  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  their  residence.  The 
*  working  of  this  street  to  the  river,  would  afford  such  conve¬ 
nience  and  accommodations,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
give  access  to  a  dock  which  now  belongs  to  the  public,  and 
which  would  answer  all  the  purposes  required. 

Your  Committee  further  state,  that  this  part  of  the  street  is 
composed  entirely  of  earth,  that  there  would  not  be  any 
rock  necessary  to  be  removed,  and  that  the  same  can  be 
done  at  a  moderate  cost. 

Your  Committee  further  Report,  that  the  land  on  the  north 
side  of  this  street  belongs  to  the  public,  as  far  east  of  the 
Third  Avenue  as  any  filling  would  be  necessary,  and  if  a 
regulation  was  adopted,  and  the  same  was  regulated  at  the 
expense  of  the  owners,  one  half  of  the  cost  would  fall  on 
the  City,  as  the  owners  of  this  land. 

Your  Committee  think  that  some  portion  of  the  expense 
in  working  this  street,  should  be  borne  by  the  owners  of  the 
adjoining  lots  on  the  south  side,  and  they  have  consulted 
with  the  owners  thereof,  who  have  agreed  to  pay  one  third 
part  of  the  expense  thereof,  amounting  to  not  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  residue  of  the  expense,  your  Committee  think  ought 
to  fall  on  the  City,  and  considering  the  gf eat  want  of  a  public 
landing  in  that  neighborhood,  the  convenience  to  the  public 
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from  working  it,  and  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  ad- 
adjoining  lots  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  expense,  they  offer 
the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  Seventy-ninth-street  be  worked  from  the 
Third  Avenue  to  the  East  river,  as  a  road  of  forty  feet  width, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  whenever 
the  owners  of  the  land  adjoining,  between  the  Second  and 
Third  Avenues,  shall  covenant  to  pay  to  him  on  behalf  of 
the  Common  Council  five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  will  amount  to  one  third  part  of  the  cost  of 
working  the  same. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  Committee  on  Roads 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD,  ^  and  Canals . 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  30,  1835. 

Concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  18, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  22,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  71, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  25th,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  on 
the  proposed  alterations  of  Streets  in  the  Burnt  District , 
which  was  read ,  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac¬ 
companying  papers,  being  various  petitions  for  improving 
the  streets  in  that  part  of  the  city  lately  destroyed  by  fire ; 
and  also  sundry  remonstrances  of  various  parties  interested, 
against  particular  sections  of  the  proposed  alterations, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT— in  part: 

That  they  have  repeatedly  conferred  with  the  owners  of 
property  on  this  very  interesting  subject,  and  with  the  hope 
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of  being  able  to  induce  such  unanimity  of  opinions  among 
them,  as  would  produce  throughout  satisfactory  results  to 
all  concerned.  It  is  with  feelings  of  much  regret  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  compelled  to  state,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
accomplish  this  very  desirable  issue;  and  in  the  recom¬ 
mendations  which  they  propose  to  make  to  the  Board  in 
this  matter,  they  wish  to  be  understood  as  giving  the  con¬ 
clusions  to  which  they  have  arrived,  after  anxious  delibe¬ 
rations  and  full  comparisons  of  the  different  modes  of  alter¬ 
ations  which  have  been  suggested  before  them.  And  first : 

They  recommend  the  widening  of  Pearl-street  on  the 
westerly  side,  between  Coenties-alley  and  Hanover-square, 
to  the  width  of  forty  feet ;  this  will  be  effected  by  drawing 
a  straight  line  from  the  present  corner  of  the  lot  on  the  wes¬ 
terly  side  of  Pearl-street,  at  the  corner  of  Coenties-alley,  to 
the  easterly  side  of  the  lot  of  John  Steward,  and  is  exhibited 
on  the  map  herewith  presented,  and  is  marked  No.  1. 

Secondly:  They  propose  to  widen  Pearl-street,  from 
Wall-street  to  Hanover-square,  according  to  the  black  line 
on  the  accompanying  map,  which  will  make  Pearl-street 
of  an  uniform  width  of  forty-five  feet  throughout  this  pro¬ 
posed  line,  and  is  marked  No.  3. 

Thirdly :  They  recommend  straightening  the  line  of 
William-street,  on  the  westerly  side,  at  the  corner  of  Bea¬ 
ver-street,  by  taking  a  small  portion  from  the  front  of  the- 
lot  belonging  to  the  estate  of  George  Cooper,  deceased.  This 
is  designated  on  the  map  by  No.  4. 

Fourthly:  The  committee  propose  to  widen  William- 
street  on  the  southeasterly  side,  to  the  width  of  forty  feetr 
beginning  at  the  lot  on  the  corner  of  Merchant-street,  and 
proceeding  along  William-street  towards  Exchange-place,, 
in  such  direction  as  will  maintain  the  width  of  forty  feet 
throughout  to  where  the  street  is  already  of  that  .width. 
This  is  distinguished  on  the  map  herewith  presented  by 
being  drawn  in  a  red  line,  and  is  marked  No.  5. 

Fifithlv:  The  committee  recommend  the  widening  of 
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Exchange-place,  from  Broad-street  to  William-street,  to 
the  width  of  forty  feet,  by  taking  the  requisite  quantity 
from  the  houses  and  land  on  the  northeasterly  side  of 
that  street,  being  about  three  feet  on  Broad-street,  and 
about  two  feet  at  William-street.  This  line  is  shown  on 
the  map,  and  is  marked  No.  6. 

Sixthly :  They  recommend  the  further  widening  of  Ex¬ 
change-place  to  the  same  width  of  forty  feet,  from  William- 
street  to  Hanover-street,  by  taking  two  triangular  strips 
of  land,  the  one  on  the  northeasterly  side  and  the  other  on 
the  southwesterly  side  of  Exchange-place,  as  the  same  are 
delineated  on  the  accompanying  map,  and  are  marked  Nos. 
7  and  8. 

From  an  examination  of  the  preceding  suggestions  the 
committee  think  it  will  be  apparent,  that  if  they  are  carried 
into  effect,  much  good  will  result  therefrom,  and  they  be¬ 
lieve,  in  the  most  expedient  and  economical  manner. 

The  committee  would  here  remark,  that  they  had  also 
intended  to  have  recommended  the  widening  of  Coenties- 
alley,  on  the  westerly  side,  from  Pearl -street  to  Stone- 
street,  and  the  extension  of  said  street  from  Stone  to  Mill- 
street  ;  but  since  the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the 
15th  instant,  several  owners  of  property  have  so  strongly 
remonstrated  'against  this  proposition,  that  the  committee 
have  been  induced  to  change  their  views  as  to  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  recommending  this  improvement  at  present. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  that  the  most  important  alterations 
proposed  and  committed  to  them  for  examination,  viz: 
the  continuation  of  Beaver-street  to  Pearl-street,  or  the 
extension  of  Exchange-place  to  Pearl-street  are  not  yet 
finally  acted  on.  This  has  not  arisen  from  any  want 
of  diligence  on  their  part,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to 
acquire  all  the  lights  on  the  subject  which  the  immense 
amount  involved  therein  demands,  and  to  arrive  at  such 
just  conclusion  in  relation  thereto,  as,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  will  most  conduce  to  the  public  welfare ; 
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meanwhile,  they  respectfully  propose  the  alterations  be¬ 
fore  described,  in  order  that  parties  concerned  may  have 
the  benefit  of  a  speedy  decision  thereon. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  remark,  that  be¬ 
ing  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject  committed 
to  them,  they  have  carefully  weighed  every  consideration 
connected  therewith,  being  conscious  of  having  endeavor¬ 
ed  to  discharge  their  trust  to  the  utmost  of  their  abili¬ 
ties  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  strictest  impartia¬ 
lity. 

The  following  resolutions  are  therefore  proposed : 

1st.  Resolved ,  That  Pearl-street  be  widened  on  the  wes¬ 
terly  side,  between  Coenties-alley  and  Hanover-square,  to 
the  width  of  forty  feet,  according  to  a  line  drawn  on  the 
accompanying  map,  and  is  marked  No.  1. 

2d.  Resolved ,  That  Pearl-street  be  widened  from  Wall- 
street  to  Hanover-square,  t'o  the  width  of  forty-five  feet 
throughout,  according  to  the  black  line  shown  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  map,  and  which  improvement  is  designated  as 
No.  3. 

3d.  Resolved ,  That  William-street  be  widened  on  the 
westerly  side,  at  the  corner  of  Beaver-street,  by  taking  a 
small  portion  from  the  front  of  the  lot  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  George  Cooper,  deceased,  and  designated  on  the 
map  as  No.  4. 

4th.  Resolved ,  That  William-street  be  widened  on  the 
southeasterly  side  to  the  width  of  forty  feet,  beginning  at 
the  lot  on  the  corner  of  Merchant-street,  and  proceeding 
along  William-street,  towards  Exchange-place,  in  such  di¬ 
rection  as  will  maintain  the  width  of  forty  feet  throughout, 
to  where  the  street  is  already  of  that  width,  and  is  distin¬ 
guished  on  the  map  herewith  presented,  by  being  drawn  in 
a  red  line,  and  is  marked  No.  5. 

5th.  Resolved  That  Exchange-place  be  widened,  from 
Broad-street  to  William- street,  to  the  width  of  forty  feet, 
by  cutting  the  requisite  quantity  from  the  northeasterly  side 
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of  that  street,  being  about  three  feet  at  Broad-street,  and 
about  two  feet  at  William-street ;  the  line  is  shown  on  the 
map,  and  is  marked  No.  6. 

6th.  Resolved ,  That  Exchange-place  be  widened,  so  as 
to  make  the  same  forty  feet  in  width  from  William- street 
to  Hanover-street,  by  taking  two  triangular  strips  of  land,  the 
one  on  the  northeasterly  side,  and  the  other  on  the  southwes¬ 
terly  side  of  Exchange-place,  as  the  same  are  delineated 
On  the  accompanying  map,  and  are  marked  Nos.  7  and  8. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  take  the 
necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  the  preceding  resolutions 
into  effect. 


FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Street 

Committee. 


SOCVIffiESTT  HO.  72. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House , 
on  the  petition  of  the  Female  Benevolent  Society , 
which  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  New-York  Female  Be¬ 
nevolent  Society, 

REPORT : 

That  your  memorialist  established  this  Institution  in  the 
year  1832,  and  that  the  object  for  which  it  was  formed, 
was  to  provide  a  home,  or  place  of  refuge  for  the  most 
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destitute  and  abandoned  class  of  Females,  shut  out  from 

-  all  the  sympathies  of  this  community,  and  to '  instruct 
them  in  the  truths  of  morality  and  religion,  and  by  this 
means  lead  them  back  to  the  paths  of  virtue,  and  restore 
them  to  their  friends  and  families  reformed,  hoping  that 
they  will  become  useful  members  in  society,  at  all  events 
to  secure  them  from  a  life  of  degradation  and  infamy.— 
For  this  purpose  your  petitioners  purchased  (12)  lots  of 
ground  at  Yorkville,  and  have  erected  suitable  buildings 
to  accommodate  about  (100)  inmates,  that  by  reason  of  the 
money  laid  out  in  purchasing  the  lots,  erecting  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  the  fitting  up  of  the  same,  they  are  in  debt  to 
a  considerable  amount,  and  they  solicit  from  the  Common 
Council  some  pecuniary  aid  to  relieve  them  from  their  em¬ 
barrassment. 

'  Your  Committee  are  well  acquainted  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  standing  of  the  Ladies,  who  have  the  control  anc1 
management  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  mode  and  econo¬ 
mical  manner  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  Society,  and 
they  feel  satisfied  that  much  labor  and  pains  are  bestowed  by 
them  in  producing  the  great  object  originally  contemplated, 
and  in  many  cases  their  labors  have  been  crowned  with  suc¬ 
cess.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council  to  aid  such 
institutions,  who  take  upon  themselves  the  whole  care  and 
keeping  of  such  vagrants,  vicious  and  immoral  persons  who 
would  other  wise,  become  a  public  charge,  but  for  the  provi¬ 
sion  made  by  such  Institutions,  will  it  not  be  a  saving  to  the 
City  to  make  small  donations,  being  satisfied  of  their  hd 
nest  application  to  the  objects  intended. 

Your  Committee  state  that  this  Institution  was  one  of 
the  number  that  received  last  year  from  the  appropriation 
made  for  charitable  purposes,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  they  recommend  now  the  same  donation. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  draw 
his  warrant  for  four  hundred  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mrs.  M. 
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E.  Lathrop,  1st  Directress  of  the  Female  Benevolent  Socie¬ 
ty,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Institution. 


D.  BANKS, 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 


Committee  on  Charity 
and  Alms  House. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  73. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  annual  Report,  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Seaman's  Bank  for  Savings,  which  was  read , 
ordered  to  he  printed ,  and  placed  on  file. 

J.  MORTON,  .Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  February  1st,  1836. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  enclose  to  you  a  report  from  the  Seaman’s  Bank  for 
Savings. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE.. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Seaman’s  Bank  for  Savings  in  the 


354 


Doe.  No.  73.] 

City  of  New-York,  in  conformity  with  the  requisition  of 
the  Law, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 


That  there  has  been  received  at  the  Bank  during  the 


year  ending  31st  December,  1835. — 

From  679  Depositors,  ....  $87,560  41 

Amount  of  interest  collected  during  the  same 

time> .  4,092  35 

United  States  5  per  ct.  Stock  redeemed,  .  2,246  51 

New-York  Corporation  5  per  ct.  Stock  sold;  6,801  50 

New-York  State  4  1-2  per  ct.  do.  do.  8,726  87 

Ohio  5  per  ct.  .  .  do.  do.  10,989  46 

Bond  and  Mortgage  paid  in,  .  .  •  20,000  00 


Balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  1834,  17,011  25 


Amount  to  be  accounted  for  the  last  12  mos.,  $157,428  35 
Of  the  above  amount  there  has  been  )  m 
paid  to  Depositors, 

Invested  in  Bonds  and  Mortgages, 


S 


70,223  52 


71,000  00 
781  55 


Disbursed  for  expenses, 

Leaving  a  balance  deposited  by  the  ] 

Treasurer  in  the  Fulton  Bank,  ! 
drawing  interest  on  the  1st  of  ^  ^^23^28 
January,  1836.  J 


$157,428  35 


Since  the  opening  of  the  Bank  in  May,  1829,  that  is,  for 
the  space  of  about  six  and  a  half  yedrs,  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  Deposits  have  been  3271,  from  which  the  amount 
received,  is,  ...  $461,196  50 

Amount  of  interest  collected  in  ) 
same  time,  |  19,969  14 

-Gain  on  sales  of  Stocks,  .  1,837  51  $483,003  15 
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Amount  paid  to  Depositors  in  same  ) 
time,  ...  4  372,537  89 

Expenses  of  the  Institution  do.  do.  4,394  80 
Loss  on  sundry  Stocks  sold,  .  284  55 

Interest  paid  on  money  borrowed,  2  50 

Investe'd  in  sundry  Stocks,  .  19.360  13 

Invested  in  Bonds  and  Mortgages,  71,000  00 
Amount  in  hands'of  the  Treasurer,! 
drawing  interest  in  the  Fulton  l  luoq  9S 
Bank,  .  .  ,  .  I  A  S  28  $483,003  15 

The  actual  assets  of  this  Institution  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1836,  were  as  follows : 

New-York  State  5  per  ct.  Stock;  .  .  $16,337  64 

New-York  State  4  1-2  per  ct.  Stock  .  3,022  49 

Bonds  and  Mortgages,  .  .  .  yj  qqq  qq 

C  ash  on  hand,  say  deposited  by  the  Treasurer  )  - 
in  Fulton  Bank  and  drawing  interest,  (  ’  ^ 

$105,783  41 

The  Trustees  have  further, the  satisfaction  to  Report 
that  on  closing 'the  accounts  of  the  Bank  for  the  six  months 
ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  they  ordered  interest  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  Depositors,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
per  annum,  on  all  sums  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  to  those  above  that  sum  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

They  further  Report,  that  they  have  directed  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  Depositors  on  all  sums  which  are  entitled  to  interest  for 
the  last  six  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1835. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

New-York,  January  26 th,  1836. 

BENJ.  STRONG,  President  8.  8.  Bank. 
Caleb  Barstow,  Secretary. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  7ft. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN^ 

FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


The  second  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Eas¬ 
tern  Dispensary  was  presented ,  and  ordered  on  file , 
and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  EASTERN  DISPENSARY, 

OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK, 

For  the  Year  1835. 

The  “  Eastern  Dispensary  of  the  City  of  New-York”  is 
a  benevolent  institution,  with  a  Board  of  Trustees,  acting 
under  corporate  powers  derived  from  a  law  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  passed  in  April,  1832. 
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The  objects  of  this  Institution  are  to  provide  medicine 
and  gratuitous  medical  attendance  for  the  poor  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  arid  more  especially  those  residing  in  the  eastern 
section  thereof,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  New-York  City 
Dispensary.  All  persons  who  afe'  unable  to  pay  for  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  a  physician  are  deemed  objects  of  this  cha¬ 
rity  ;  and  those  who  are  so,  are  considered  suitable  subjects, 
whatever  may  be  their  diseases.  To  remove  all  difficulty 
and  formality,  rio  order  is  required,  but  simply  an  applica¬ 
tion  at  the  dispensary,  so  that  a  poor  person  who  is  in  dis¬ 
tress,  from  sickness,  may  receive  the  earliest  attention.  If 
one  of  the  physicians,  in  visiting  applicants  at  their  resi¬ 
dence,  shall  find  his  or  her  situation  such,  as  not  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  this  Dispensary,  he  reports  to  the 
Trustees,  and  the  name  is  stricken  from  the  register.  The 
Institution  is  under  the  direction  and  government  of  a  Board 
of  Trustees,  who  are  contributors  thereto,  who  are  elected 
annually,  and  who  devote  their  time  and  attention  to  its 
concerns  without  compensation. 

As  the  Eastern  Dispensary  has  been  but  a  short  time  in 
operation,  the  Trustees  deem  it  proper  to  repeat  a  portion 
of  their  first  report,  containing  the  origin  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion. 

“  The  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of  the  City  of 
New-York  being  required  by  their  by-laws  to  prepare  and 
publish  a  report  in  the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  and 
to  present  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city, 
take  the  opportunity,  in  complying  with  these  injunctions, 
to  present  a  condensed  view  of  the  origin  of  the  Institution 
under  their  direction,  and  of  tlieir  proceedings  since  it  was 
organized  and  went  into  operation.” 

“A  number  of  benevolent  individuals  residing  in  the  eas¬ 
tern  section  of  the  city,  observing  that  a  large  and  increasing 
mass  of  inhabitants,  among  whom  were  many  poor,  residing  at 
such’a  distance  from  the  City  and  Northern  Dispensaries,  that 
when  sick  and  in  want  of  medicines  and  medical  atten- 
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dance,  they  were  left  in  a  suffering  and  destitute  condi¬ 
tion,  associated  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  these  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  sick  poor  in  that 
part  of  the  city.  Accordingly,  in  the  winter  of  1832,  an 
application  was  made  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  for  an 
■act  of  incorporation,  which  was  granted,  by  the  passage  of 
“An  act  to  incorporate  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of  the  City 
■of  New-York,  passed  April  25,  1832.” 

“Its  provisions  are  nearly  the  same  in  substance,  and  in 
language,  with  the  acts  establishing  the  City  and  Northern 
Dispensaries.” 

“  In  addition  to  the  prevalence  of  the  malignant  cholera 
in  1832,  various  other  difficulties  occurred  to  prevent  the 
Trustees  from  organizing  an  efficient  board,  until  the  spring 
■of  1834.  Immediately  after  the  election  in  April,  measures 
were  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  benign  objects  of  the  In¬ 
stitution.  A  subscription  was  commenced,  and  tire  Trus¬ 
tees  were  thereupon  encouraged  to  proceed  in  hiring  a  house, 
purchasing  medicines,  and  making  fixtures,  appointing  phy¬ 
sicians,  engaging  an  apothecary,  and  in  taking  every  other 
necessary  step  to  put  the  Institution  into  operation.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this,  however,  a  division  line  was  amicably  arranged 
between  the  operations  of  .this  and  the  City  Dispensary,  the 
Trustees  of  which  yielded  all  that  part  of  the  city  lying  east 
of  Pike-street,  Alien-street,  and  the  First  Avenue,  as  far 
north  as  14th-street,  to  the  action  of  the  Eastern  Dispen¬ 
sary.  This  section  of  the  city  was  divided  into  six  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  a  physician  appointed  to  each.  A  physician 
was  also  appointed  to  attend  the  vaccine  department,  and 
two  others,  to  attend  exclusively  to  diseases  of  the  eyes  and 
ears.” 

“  Thus  prepared  to  dispense  the  benefits  of  the  charity, 
the  Institution  was  opened  at  420  Grand-street,  on'the  15th 
day  of  June,  1834,  artd  has  been  manifestly  useful  to  the 
sick  poor,  who  have  sought  and  found  relief  from  their 
sufferings.  From  the  15th  June  to  the  31st  December, 
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1834,  a  period  of  six  months  and  an  half,  there  have  been 
attended  by  the  physicians  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  3011 
patients.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  children  have  also 
been  vaccinated,  making  a  total  of  3185  who  have  receiv¬ 
ed  the  benefit  of  this  charity.” 

Thus  it  appears,  by  the  first  report,  that  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  operations  of  this  institution,  and  in 
about  six  months  of  1834,  more  than  three  thousand  patients 
have  been  under  the  care  and  attention  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  Eastern  Dispensary. 

During  the  year  1835  there  has  been  an  increase  of  patients 
(compared  with  the  preceding)  which,  together  with  those 
vaccinated,  amount  to  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four.  The  following  statement  will  give  a  con¬ 
densed  and  tabular  view  of  the  patients  attended  to  from  the 
1st  of  January  to  the  31st  December,  1835 : 

Total  number  of  patients  in  the  year  1835,  was  7774 


Of  this  number  there  were  males  .  .  2599 

«  “  females  .  .  .  4254 

«  *  “  vaccinated  .  .  921 

- 7774 

Of  the  males  there  were  attended  and  pre¬ 
scribed  for  at  the  Dispensary  .  1828 

At  their  houses  .  771 

- 2599 

Of  the  females  there  were  attended  and 

prescribed  lor  at  the  Dispensary,  .  3112 

At  their  houses,  .  1142 

- 4254 

Of  those  who  have  been  vaccinated,  most 


of  them  were  children,  and  natives 
of  the  United  States,  and  chiefly  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  being  in  num¬ 
ber  ......  855 

Foreigners  vaccinated,  ...  66 

- 921 

- - 7774 
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The  places  of  nativity  of  these  seven .  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-four  patients  are  designated  by  the 
following  tabular  view,  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Dispen¬ 
sary. 

Born  in  the  state  of  New-York,  .  .  .  2622 

“  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  .  1678 

“  Ireland, . '  2664  / 

“  various  other  foreign  countries,  .  810 

- 7774 

The  following  table  will  give  a  further  comparative  view 
of  the  numbers  and  sexes  attended  by  the  physicians  of  this 
Dispensary,  and  the  countries  to  which  they  belong,  whe¬ 
ther  native  or  foreign : 

Of  the  natives  of  the  United  States  there  were  males  1324 
Do.  do.  females  2121 

Do.  do.  vaccinated  855 

- -4300 

Of  the  natives  of  foreign  countries,  there  were 

males, . 1272 

“  “  u  females,  2133 

“  “  “  vaccinated,  .66 

—3474 

•  7774 

If  to  these  we  add  the  number  attended  by  the  physicians 
of  the  Eastern  Dispensary  in  the  year  1834,  namely,  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five,  we  shall  have  a 
total  aggregate  amount  of  10,954  patients,  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  benefit  of  this  charity  in  one  year  and  an  half, 
ending  31st  December,  1835. 

Cases  of  almost  every  disease  to  which  the  human  frame 
is  subject,  have  occurred  and  been  treated  by  the  physicians ; 
and,  among  the  poor,  as  they  necessarily  were,  many  of 
them  have  been  of  the  highest  grade,  and  most  aggravated 
character,  demanding  much  time,  attention,  and  medicines, 
to  effect  a  cure.  Hence,  the  duties,  in  many  cases,  have 
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been  arduous,  and  the  Trustees  are  much  indebted  to  the 
attention  and  skill  of  the  attending  physicians. 

The  Physicians  who  have  attended  to  the  eye  and  ear 
department  have  had  their  share  of  duty,  in  prescribing  for, 
and  in  operating  upon,  four  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  of  dis¬ 
eases  of  these  organs,  some  of  them  of  a  violent  and  ob¬ 
stinate  kindr  particularly  those  of  the  eyes,  in  which  they 
have  effected  some  interesting  and  remarkable  cures.  The 
above  number  is  included  in  the  total  amount  of'patients 
previously  stated,  but  they  may  be  arranged,  as  to  time  and 
sex,  as  follows : 

Diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  attended  in  1834,  males,  64 


Do. 

do.  females,  86 

Do. 

.  do.  1835,  males,  156 

Do. 

do.  females,  107 

- 413 

The  deaths  among  the  patients  have  been  few.  An  ef¬ 
fort  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  cases  of  disease  caused 
by  indulgence  in  spirituous  liquors;  but  although  it  has 
been  well  established,  that  many  have  been  consequent  upon 
intemperance,  yet  the  physicians  have  not  been  able  to  de¬ 
tect  a  number  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  them  in  saying 
that  the  proportion  was  great  to  the  number  of  sick. 

The  Treasurer,  in  presenting  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  an 
account  of  his'  receipts  and  expenditures,  shows, 

That  he  has  received,  in  1835,  .  .  .  $698  08 

Do.  expended, . 618  03 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  1st  Jan.  1836,  of  $80  05 

To  these  expenditures,  however,  must  be  added  three 
hundred  dollars  now  due,  or  shortly  to  become  due,  to  the 
physicians,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  due  to 
the  druggist  for  medicines,  which  will  increase  the  actual 
expenses  of  the  Dispensary  for  the  past  year  to  1203  dollars, 
•and  will  leave  the  institution  in  debt  585  dollars. 

These  expenditures  are,  nevertheless,  small,  considering 
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the  amount  of  good  bestowed  upon  the  poor  recipients,  in 
relieving  them  frpm  distress  and  sickness  in  the  midst  of 
their  poverty.  The  expenses  of  the  Dispensary  will  be  in¬ 
creased  the  coming  year,  from  the  fact,  that  the  skill  of  its 
physicians,  and  the  good  name  and  reputation  which  it  has 
acquired,  have  induced  public  confidence,  and  caused  an 
increased  number  of  applicants  for  relief,  and  this  increase 
must  be  expected  to  continue,  if  we  look  to  the  vast  number 
of  poor  congregatedin  the  Tenth,  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth 
wards,  from  whence  the  applications  are  mostly  made.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  these,  the  Trustees  have  agreed  to  pay  fifty  dollars 
per  annum  to  each  of  the  physicians  who  shall  continue  to 
serve  for  one  year  without  interruption.  This  measure  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  place  the  physicians  upon  a  footing  with 
those  of  the  City  Dispensary,  and  to  avoid  the  inconvenience 
of  frequent  resignations.  If  we  add  the  expenses  incurred 
for  part  of  the  year  1834,  ($365  87-100,  which  includes  mo- 
ney  pjiid  out  for  furniture,  fixtures,  apparatus,  instruments, 
&c.)  to  those  of  1835,  the  total  amount  will  be  $1565,  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  care  of  10,959  sick  persons;  and  if  we 
divide  that  sum  between  them,  the  expense  of  each  patient 
will  be  about  14  cents.  In  no  other  possible  way  could  so  great 
a  degree  of  relief  and  benefit  be  conveyed  to  the  indigent  sick. 

The  Trustees  of  this  Dispensary  cannot  conclude  this 
report  without  thanking  the  Trustees  of  St.  Mary’s  Church 
in  Grand-street,  for  a  collection  taken  up  in  said  church 
during  the  past  year  for  the  use  of  this  Institution,  amount¬ 
ing  to  $150. 

Their  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Eastern  Circuit,  for  a  collection  of 
fifty-one  dollars  ninety  cents;  and  to  the  Trustees  of  the  7th 
Presbyterian  Church,  corner  of  Broome  and  Ridge  streets, 
for  a  collection  of  twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy -five  cents, 
all  of  which  sums  have  been  received  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  are  included  in  his  account  of  receipts  and  expendi¬ 
tures  for  1835. 
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In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  of  this  benevolent  and  high¬ 
ly  useful  Institution,  feel  bound  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
wealthy  in  the  eastern  section  of  this  city  to  the  operations 
of  the  Dispensary,  and  to  call  upon  them  for  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

SAMUEL  ACKERLY,  President. 

Peter  S.  Titus,  Secretary. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  75. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


A  Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  relative  to 
the  construction  of  the  Rail  Road  from  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Hudson  River.  Also ,  Resolution  of  Alderman 

Smith ,  which  was  read  and  unanimously  adopted ,  and 
together  with  the  Communication ,  ordered  to  be  printed . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


/  Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  1st  February,  1836. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council , 

The  importance  to  this  commercial  community,  of  per¬ 
fecting  as  speedily  as  possible  every  medium  of  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  interior,  is  too  apparent  to  require  comment. 
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The  growth  of  our  city  in  extent  of  improvements,  in  numeri¬ 
cal  increase  of  population,  and  in  all  the  sources  of  substan¬ 
tial  prosperity,  is  probably  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  The  conclusion  seems  to  me  to  be  irresistible, 
that  a  very  large  share  of  this  prosperity  has  been  the  result 
of  a  wise  and  liberal  encouragement  of  our  system  of  internal 
improvements.  If  this  view  be  correct,  sound  discretion 
would  indicate  to  us  the  policy  of  continuing  to  foster  simi-' 
lar  works,  and  thus  by  opening  new  channels  of  trade,  still 
further  to  raise  the  reputation  of  our  City  and  State,  as  a 
community  governed  by  the  councils  of  wisdom,  and  guided 
by  the  light  of  experience. 

While  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  other  states  are  suc¬ 
cessfully  putting  forth  their  claims  in  competition  with  us, 
for  the  western  trade,  it  well  becomes  us  to  look  carefully  at 
th6  course  of  events,  lest  we  fail  in  maintaining  the  position 
we  now  so  advantageously  occupy. 

The  natural  advantages  of  our  City  in  point  of  location 
and  climate,  and  the  spirit  of  activity  and  enterprise  possessed 
by  our  citizens,  will  do  much  to  insure  a  continuance  of  our 
prosperity ;  but  these  advantages  can  be  greatly  strengthen¬ 
ed  by  a  continued  and  judicious  exercise  of  the  same  means 
which  have  already  accomplished  so  much. 

The  projected  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Hudson  River,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  this 
City  and  State  for  some  years  past.  Surveys  have  been 
made  by  experienced  Engineers,  and  the  feasibility  of  the 
project  seems  to  have  been  satisfactorily  established.  The 
means  necessary  to.  complete  so  extensive  a  work,  can  hardly 
be  within  ,  the  control  of  a  private  company.  Capitalists 
rarely  desire  to  invest  their  money  in  stocks  that  do  not 
promise  a  speedy  return  of  interest  in  addition  to  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  prirlcipal. 

The  Company  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
this  road,  have  proceeded  to  make  contracts,  and  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  prosecute  the  work  in  good  faith,  to  its  completion. 
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With  their  unassisted  efforts,  years  must  elapse  before  this 
important  link  can  be  added  to  our  great  chain  of  inland 
communication. 

During  the  last  winter,  the  Common  Council  unanimous¬ 
ly  adopted  resolutions,  recommending  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a  loan  of  the 
credit  of  the  state  in  aid  of  the  Company’s  exertions.  This 
action  of  the  city  authorities,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  received  the  general  approbation  of  the  citizens. 

The  application  previously  made  to  the  Legislature,  did 
not  receive  the  assent  of  that  body,  and  the  Company  were 
consequently  thrown  upon  their  own  resources.  They  have 
at  the  present  Session,  renewed  their  petition  for  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  State,  and  it  is  believed  with  additional  force, 
before  the  Legislature,  and  with  increased  hopes  of  success. 

No  circumstances  have  occurred  since  the  former,  action 
of  the  Common  Council,  to  diminish  the  claims  of  this  work 
to  the  attention  of  the  city  authorities,  and  I  now  present  the 
subject  for  your  consideration,  with  a  view  to  such  proceed¬ 
ings  as  you  may  deem  expedient  and  proper. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE, 


The  following  Resolutions  were  offered  by  Alderman 
Smith,  which  were  read,  and  unanimously  adopted, 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  this  city,  enter¬ 
tain  undiminished  confidence  in  the  value  and  importance 
of  the  Rail  Road  from  New- York  to  Lake  Erie,  as  a  measure 
of  improvement,  by  which  the  trade  of  the  west  is  to  be  pre¬ 
served  to  this  metropolis,  and  that  the  energetic  efforts  ma¬ 
king  by  the  neighboring  states  and  by  companies  incorporated 
under  their  authority,  and  supported  by  their  patronage  and 
co-operation,  to  construct  rival  channels  of  intercouse,  where¬ 
by  the  valuable  trade  of  the  interior  shall  be  directed  to  points 
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on  the  sea-board,  south  of  this  city,  demand  corresponding 
efforts  from  our  citizens  and  the  public  authorities. 

Resolved ,  That  the  interests  of  this  community  urgently 
demand,  that  no  unnecessary  delay  shall  be  permitted  in  the 
construction  of  the  New-York  and  Erie  Rail  Road,  but  the 
whole  work  should  be  completed  and  made  available  for  the 
commercial  purposes  of  this  city,  with  all  practicable  dis¬ 
patch, 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  completion  of  this  most  necessary 
and  valuable  avenue  of  trade  and  intercourse,  shall  be  post¬ 
poned  for  the  whole,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  twenty  years,  prescribed  by  the  act  incorporating  the 
New-York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Company,  the  public  benefits 
to  result  from  the  work,  will  be  injuriously  postponed,  and 
therefore,  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  As¬ 
sembly  of  this  state,  to  expedite  the  progress  of  the  work, 
will  materially  promote  the  public  interests. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Mayor  be  respectfully  requested  to 
present  to  the  Legislature  the  memorial  of  this  city,  under 
its  corporate  seal,  praying  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  with 
such  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  afford  pro¬ 
per  security  to  the  state,  and  that  he  forward  copies  of  these 
resolutions  to  our  Representatives  at  Albany,  in  the  Senate 
and  Assembly. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  together  with  the  Law  passed 
by  the  Legislature ,  authorising  the  Common  Council  to 
raise  money  on  Loan ,  and  other  purposes ,  presented  the 
following  Report  and  Ordinance ,  which  was  read ,  laid 
on  the  table ,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


AN  ACT 


To  authorise  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Commonalty  of 
•  the  City  of  New  York ,  to  raise  money  on  loan  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Passed  January  16, 1836. 


The  people  of  the  State  of  New-York  represented  in  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

1 1.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  Citt 
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of  New- York,  are  hereby  empowered  in  their  discretion,  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
purchase  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars, 
any  bonds,  which  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  belonged  to 
any  of  the  Companies  in  the  said  city,  incorporated  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  Insurance  against  fire,  and  which  have 
become  insolvent,  or  whose  capitals  have  been  impaired  by 
losses  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
of  that  month,  the  payment  of  which  bonds  were  then  secu¬ 
red  by  mortgage  upon  unincumbered  real  estate  within  the 
State  of  New-York,  worth  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  thirty 
per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  secured  by  such  bonds  res¬ 
pectively. 

§  2.  The  Common  Council  of  the  said  city  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  seven  Commissioners,  who  shall  serve  with¬ 
out  compensation,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Com¬ 
missioners  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  inquire  into  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  value  of  the  premises  so  mortgaged,  and  certify  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  said  city,  their  opinion  in  writing,  of 
the  value  of  the  said  premises,  and  no  such  mortgage  shall 
be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  until  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  made. 

§  3.  In  order  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  the  above 
purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  said  city,  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue  bonds  under  their  Cor¬ 
porate  seal  or  stock,  in  such  amounts,  and  redeemable  at  such 
times,  not  exceeding  seventeen  years,  as  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  said  city  may  direct,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  five  percent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  and 
to  pledge  the  faith  and  property  of  the  said  city  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  such  bonds  or  the  redemption  of  such  stock. 

§  4.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  said 
city,  shall  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  said  mortgages,  when 
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paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  said  city,  to  the  redemption  of 
the  bonds  or  stock  to  be  issued  under  this  act,  and  the  whole 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  mortgages  shall  be  ap¬ 
propriated  as  a  sinking  fund  therefor,  and  the  same  shall  not 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  diverted  from  such  purpose. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 

Slate  of  New- York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  $ 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  on  file  in  this  Office,  and  do  certify 
that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  of  said  original. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Albany,  January  16, 1836. 


A  LAW 

To  regulate  the  purchase  of  bonds  and  mortgages  which 
belonged  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December  in  the  year  1835} 
to  any  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  in  the  cityof'  New- 
York,  whose  capital  may  have  been  impaired  by  losses  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  fire  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  of  that 
month,  and  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  cityof 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows  : 

§  1.  A  public  stock  or  fund  to  be  called  “  The  Fire  Loan 
Stock  of  the  City  of  New-York,”  shall  be  created,  for  a  loan 
of  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  shall  bear  an  i^teyest  of,  not 
exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  and 


Doc.  No.  76.1 


372 


shall  be  redeemable,  one  third  thereof  in  two  years,  one  third 
thereof  in  five  years,  and  the  remaining  third  thereof  in 
seven  years,  or  the  whole  amount  in  two  years,  five  years 
or  seven  years,  under'  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Presidents  and  Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards  of  the 
Common  Council. 

§  2.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorised,  dnd  directed 
to  advertise  for  proposals  to  be  received  by  him  at  any  time 
previous  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  not  to  be  opened 
until  that  day,  for  the  said  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
receivable  at  such  times  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  said  Mayor, 
Presidents  and  Finance  Committees,  and  stated  in  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  for  such  proposals  ;  and  such  proposals  may  be 
made  for  any  portion  of  the  said  loan,  and  must  state  whether 
the  amounts  and  terms  thereby  offered,  are  intended  for  a 
loan  of  so  much,  to  be  secured  by  the  bond  or  bonds  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
or  on  senior  stock  certificates,  to  be  issued  by  them. 

§3.  The  said  Comptroller  shall,  without  delay',  after  the 
said  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1836,  submit 
such  proposals  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  for  the 
said  loan  or  portions  thereof,  to  the  said  Mayor,  Presidents  and 
Finance  Committee,  who  shall  be  a  Committee  to  detejr’7 
mine,  which  and  what  proportion  oTthe  said  proposals  shall 
be  accepted,  and  such  determination  shall  be  in  writing,  and 
signed  by  the  members  of  such  Committee,  or  a  majority  of 
them. 

§  4.  After  such  determination  shall  have  been  made,  the 
Comptroller  shall  issue  certificates,  or  deliver  bonds,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  proposals  which  shall  have  been  so  accepted,  to 
that  or  those  person  or  persons,  or  bodies  corporate  who  shall 
have  made  the  same.  Provided,  that  no  such  bond  or  certi¬ 
ficate  shall  be  so  issued  or  delivered,  until  the  par  value  or 
the  -  lWJiiJiwert*  umount  conditioned  to  be  paid  thereby,  shall 
have  been  actually  deposited  in  the  Mechanic’s  Bank  of  the 
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city  of  New-York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Corporation  of  the  said 
city,  for  account  of  the  Fire  Loan  of  the  City  of  New- York. 

§  5.  All  certificates  to  be  issued  for  any  portion  of  the  said 
loan,  shall  be  made  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Common  Council,  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  August  1835, 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  Comptroller,  and  countersigned 
by  the  Mayor,  and  all  bonds  which  maybe  delivered  for  any 
portion  of  such  loan,  shall  have  affixed  thereto  the  seal  of 
the  city,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Clerk  of  the'Common 
Council  and  of  the  Mayor,  and  shall  be  made  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  Comptroller,  and  endorsed  by  him. 

$  6-  The  faith  and  property  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
the  proceeds  of  all  bonds  and  mortgages  which  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  in  pursuance  of  this  law,  are  hereby  pledged  for  the 
redemption  pf  the  said  stock  or  loan. 
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§  7.  The  Common  Council  shall  appoint  seven  Commis¬ 
sioners  to  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  “  An  Act  to  authorise 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  to  raise  moneys  on  loan,  and  for  other  purposes,”  pass¬ 
ed  January  16th,  183J3,  and  the  said  Commissioners  shall 
hold  their  offices  until  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
1836,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Common  Council. 

§  8.  All  applications  for  the  sale,  to  the  Corporation  of  this 
city,  of  any  bond  and  mortgageunder  the  above  mentioned  act 
of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  made'  to  the  Comptroller,  and  shall 
be  accompanied  by  the  said  bond  and  mortgage,  together 
with  a  written  statement  or  abstract  of  the  title  of  the  mort¬ 
gaged  premises,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Register  and  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  several  Courts,  showing,  that  such  premises 
were  free  and  discharged  from  all  prior  incumbrances,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  such  mortgage,  and  no  such  bonds 
or  mortgages  shall  be  purchased,  except  directly  from  the 
Fire  Insurance  Companies  heretofore  mentioned. 


J 
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§  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  on  the  receipt 
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of  any  such  application,  to  furnish  to  the  Commissioners  a  / 
description  of  the  mortgaged  premises;  and  on  receiving 
from  the  said  Commissioners,  their  certificate  of  the  value  of 
such  premises,  tlje  said  Comptroller  shall  forthwith  submit 
such  application,  together  with  such  certificate  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  'to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem¬ 
bers  from  each  Board  of  the  Common  Council,  and  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpose,  and  such  Committee  shall  determine 
whether  such  bond  and  mortgage  shall  be  purchased ;  and 
no  such  purchase  shall  be  made,  unless  a  majority  of  the 
persons  composing  such  Committee  shall  signify  their  ap¬ 
probation  thereof  in  writing,  and  under  their  hands. 

§  10.  Every  such  bond  and  mortgage,  together  with  the 
statement  or  abstract  and  certificates  respecting  the  title  of 
the  mortgaged  premises,  and  the  proposed  instrument  of  as¬ 
signment  or  sale  thereof  to  the  corporation  of  this  city,  shall, 
previous  to  the  purchase  thereof,  be  examined  by  the  Coun¬ 
sel  of  the  Corporation,  and  no  such  bond  and  mortgage  shall 
he  purchased  until  the  said  Counsel  shall  have  certified  his 
opinion  that  the  form  and  execution  of  such  bon,d  and  mort¬ 
gage  and  of  such  instrument  of  assignment  are  sufficient,  and 
that  the  title  to  the  mortgaged  premises  is  good  and  unin¬ 
cumbered. 

§  11.  Every  assignment  of  a  bond  and  mortgage  to  be 
made  under  this  law,  shall  be  accompanied  with  an  admission 
in  writing  from  the  debtor  or  debtors  thereon,  of  notice  of 
such  assignment,  and  that  he,  she  or  they  have  no  set  off 
against  the  same;  and  all  charges  and  expenses  attending 
the  examination  of  the  titles  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  shall 
be  borne  by  the  Companies  from  whom  such  bonds  and 
mortgages  may  be  purchased. 

§  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  pay  for 
every  such  bond  and  mortgage,  the  purchase  of  which  shall 
be  authorized  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to  such  person  or  v 
officer  as  may  be  duly  empowered  to  receive  the  same,  the 
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amount  due  upon  such  bond  and  mortgage  for  principal  and 
for  interest  accrued  since  the  last  time  specified  therein  for 
the  payment  of  the  same,  and  such  payment  shall  be  made 
out  of  the  moneys  to  be  obtained  by  loan  on  the  bonds  or 
stock  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

§  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  keep  a  sep¬ 
arate  and  distinct  account  of  all  moneys  to  be  received  for 
the  said  bonds  or  stock,  and  of  all  moneys  to  be  paid  for  the 
said  bonds  and  mortgages.  Also,  of  all  moneys  to  be  receiv¬ 
ed  in  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  bonds 
and  mortgages,  and  of  all  moneys  to  be  paid  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  bonds  or  stock  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  Comptroller  shall  furnish  a  copy  of  such  account,  once 
in  every  three  months  to  the  Common  Council. 

§  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  collect  and 
receive  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages, 
as  the  same  may  become  payable ;  and  the  principal  mo¬ 
neys  due  thereon  shall  be  paid  into  such  bank  as  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  of  this  city  shall,  by  resolution,  direct,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  on 
account  of  the  Fire  Loan  of  the  City  of  New-York  ;  and  a 
certificate  of  such  payment  shall  be  given  by  the  cashier  of 
such  bank,  but  no  payments  on  account  of  the  principal 
due  on  any  such  bond  shall  be  receiv&ten-dess  sums  than 
five  hundred  dollars.  The  Comptrollershfill  also  deposit 
in  such  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  the  interest  so  to  be  received  by  him, 
and  also  any  balance  of  the  said  loan  that  may  remain  not 
appropriated  under  this  ordinance  after  the  16th  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  1836. 

§  15.  On  the  payment  of  all  money  due  for  principal  and  inter¬ 
est  upon  any  such  bond  and  mortgage  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  on  receiving  a  certificate  from  the 
Cashier  of  the  said  bank,  showing  such  payment,  to  deliver 
up  the  said  bond  and  mortgage  to  the  party  making  such 
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payment,  together  with  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the 
satisfaction  of  such  mortgage ;  and  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  of 
the  Corhmon  Council  are  hereby  authorised  to  sign,  and 
cause  the  seal  of  the  city  to  be  affixed,  to  every  such  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  satisfaction,  on  the  certificate  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  that  such  principal  and  interest  have  been  paid.  But 
no  release  of  any  part  of  the  premises  contained  in  any  such 
mortgage  from  the  lien  created  by  such  mortgage  thereon, 
shall  be  made  or  executed,  or  authorised  by  the  Common 
Council. 

§  16.  The  purchase  of  bonds  and  mortgages  to  bd  made 
under  this  law,  shall  be  confined  to  bonds  secured  by  mort¬ 
gage  on  unincumbered  real  estate;  and  whenever  any  build¬ 
ing  on  the  property  so  mortgaged  shall  be  estimated  by  the 
Commissioners  as  forming  a  part  of  the  value  of  the  mort¬ 
gaged  premises,  the  insurance  company  from  whom  such 
bond  and  mortgage  may  be  purchased,  shall  deliver  to  the 
Comptroller  a  policy  of  insurance  for  not  less  than  one  year, 
effected  on  the  said  building  by  a  solvent  fire  insurance 
company  of  this  city,  with  an  assignment  thereof  to  the  May¬ 
or,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- York. 

§  17.  All  bonds  and  mortgages  which  may  be  purchased 
under  this  law,  shall  be  closed,  and  payment  thereof  re¬ 
quired  withinffixjy^ars  from  the  sixteenth -day  of  January, 
in  the  year  1836;  and  the  right  is  hereby  reserved  to  the 
Corporation  of  this  city  to  call  in  or  collect  when  due,  any 
of  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  such  period  ;  and  in  case  of  the  non-payment 
of  any  interest  upon  any  such  bond  and  mortgage  for  more 
than  two  months  after  the  same  may  be  due,  or  the  neglect 
of  the  owner  of  any  building  covered  by  any  such  mort¬ 
gage  to  renew  any  policy  of  insurance  thereon  which  may 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Corporation  of  this  city  as  afore¬ 
said,  when  such  policy  shall  have  expired,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  deliver  the  said  bond  and  mort- 
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gage  to  the  Council  of  the  Corporation  to  collect  the  amount 
due  thereon  for  principal  and  interest. 

§  18.  ’The  provision  of  the  ordinance  entitled  “A  Law 
providing  for  the  redemption  of  the  city  stock,”  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  applied  to  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of  the  City 
of  New-York,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  same,  and  the 
Comptroller  shall  open  and  keep  a  separate  account,  to  be 
called  “  The  Sinking  Fund  Account  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock 
of  the  City  of  New-York and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  of  the  said  city  shall  apply  the  proceeds  to  be 
collected  and  received  on  or  for  all  bonds  and  mortgages 
which  maybe  purchased  by  virtue  of  this  law,  to  the  payment 
■of  the  interest  to  accrue  upon  the  said  loan,  and  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  or  redemption  of  the  said  bonds  or  stock  issued  there-  ** 
for :  and  the  whole  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such 
bonds  and  mortgages,  after  the  payment  of  all  necessary 
expenses,  is  hereby  appropriated  as  the  same  shall  be  paid 
into  the  City  Treasury,  to  the  said  Sinking  Fund  for  such 
purpose,  and  shall  not,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  be 
diverted  therefrom  for  any  other  purpose  or  use  whatso¬ 
ever. 

§  19.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorised  to  employ  an 
additional  clerk  in  his  office,  who  shall  be  paid  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  by  the  Commis-  ** 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  them  under  this  ordinance. 


The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  together. with  the  law  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  authorising  the  Common  Council  to  raise 
money  on  loan,  and  for  other  purposes, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  this  law,  in  all  its  material  principles,  having  been 


378 


Doc.  No.  76.] 

so  lately  considered  by  the  Common  Council  at  the  time  of 
applying  to  the  Legislature  for  its  passage,  your  committee 
deem  it  only  required  from  them  to  report  the 'necessary 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  With  the  view  of  obtaining  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  necessary  on  the  subject,  your  committee  caused  letters 
to  be  addressed  .to  the  several  insurance  companies  of  this 
city,  asking  from  them  what  amount  they  would  probably 
require  of  the  money  to  be  raised  on  the  said  loan,  and  at 
what  time  the  same  would  be  needed,  and  have  received  an¬ 
swers  from  all  but  three  of  the  companies. 

The  Bowery  Insurance  Company,  City  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Greenwich  Insurance  Company,  have  replied 
that  they  will  not  need  any  portion  of  the  same.  The  Uni¬ 
ted  States  Insurance  Company,  North  River  Insurance 
Company,  and  Jefferson  Insurance  Company,  have  not 
answered  the  circulars  addressed  to  them,  but  your  commit¬ 
tee  are  informed  that  they  will  not  probably  need  any  aid 
from  the  city  loan  :  the  remaining  companies,  nineteen  in 
number,  have  informed  your  committee  that  the  whole 
amount  of  their  bonds  and  mortgages,  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  convert  into  money,  amounted,  together,  to 
the  sum  of  $5,745,000.  Several  of  the  companies  have 
also  informed  the  committee,  that  if  the  proposed  law  relative 
to  insurance  companies  should  pass  the  Legislature,  they 
would  not  probably  require  from  the  Common  Council  any 
part  of  the  said  loan,  or  if  any,  only  for  a  short  period. 

Your  committee  were  also  informed,  that  a  portion  of 
these  mortgages  were  on  leasehold  estates,  and  as  the  law 
of  the  Legislature  only  authorised  the  purchase  of  bonds 
secured  by  mortgage  on  unincumbered  re^l  estate,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  they  Could  not  take  the  mortgages  of 
that  description.  This  would  also  tend  to  decrease1  the 
amount  required  by  the  companies,  and  from  the  several 
causes  referred  to,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a 
loan  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  would  be  fully 
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sufficient  to  supply  all  the  funds  that  will  be  needed  for  the 
relief  of' the  insurance  companies. 

The  committee  also  propose  to  reserve  the  right  of  tak¬ 
ing  a  less  amount  than  five  millions,  if  it  shall  be  found 
that  a  less  sum  will  answer  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  important,  for  several  reasons,  that  the  Commou 
Council  should  not  extend  this  loan  to  a  greater  amount 
than  is  actually  needed  for  the  pnrpose  intended.  The 
various  interests  and  wants  of  the  Common  Council  of  this 
city  Admonish  your  committee  of  the  propriety  of 
not  issuing  a  greater  amount  of  bonds  or  stock  than  will 
be.  required.  Your  committee  believe,  also,  that  the  money 
will  be  obtained  on  better  terms,  if  the  lenders  see  that  it  is 
intended  to  confine  the  loan  to  the  object  originally  in  view. 
In  addition  to  these  reasons,  it  is  advisable  not  to  borrow 
more  than  will  be  required  by  the  companies,-  as  the  surplus 
must  go  into  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  there  lay  unemployed 
until  the  stock  is  redeemable,  or  be  deposited  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest  in  some  of  the  banks.  But  while  your  com¬ 
mittee  deem  this  caution  necessary  on  the  one  part,  it  is 
'equally  necessary  that  they  should  not  limit  the  loan  to  an 
amount  less  than  will  fully  relieve  all  the  companies  which 
may  apply  for  the  same.  These  ends,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  will  both  be  attained  by  fixing  the  amount 
of  the  loan  to  be  subscribed  for  at  five  millions  dollars  ;  and 
though,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  this  amount  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  intended 
by 'the  Common  Council,  yet  the  surplus  will  not  be  of  so 
large  an  amount  as  to  render  the  investment  of  it  a  matter  of  • 
much  difficulty. 

The  next  object  of  consideration  with  your  committee' 
was,  as  to  the  best  time  of  making"ihe  stock  redeemable. 
The  law  allows  the  extension  to  seventeen  years ;  but  it  is 
supposed  no  member  of  the  Common  Council  would  advise 
so  long  a  period.  It  appears  to  your  committee  extremely 
desirable,  that  the  Common  Council  should  bring  this  mat- 
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ter  to  a  close,  both  as  regards  the  collection  of  the  bonds 
purchased,  and  the  redemption  of  the  stock,  as  speedily  as 
can  be  done,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests 
of  those  indebted.  It  is  supposed  that  the  frequent  trans¬ 
fers  of  real  estate  in  this  city  will  render  it  necessary  that  a 
great  number  of  these  bonds  should  be  changed ;  and  as  the 
law  does  not  authorise  the  Corporation  to  make  any  new 
loans  on  mortgage,  the  same  would  be  paid  off.  If,  also,  as 
may  be  the  case,  a  considerable  amount  of  money  should, 
during  the  period  of  the  loan,  be  offered  on  mortgage,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  money  should  become  more  abun¬ 
dant,  and  the  rate  of  interest  consequently  reduced,  it  would 
follow,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  many  of  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  now  bearing  seven  per  cent,  interest,  would 
be  paid  off  by  those  who  could  borrow  the  same  at  six  per 
cent  This  would  also  increase  the  amount  which  in  a  very 
short  time  would  be  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  proposal,  also,  to  fix 
the  period  beyond  which  the  loans  should  cease  to  six  years, 
would  be  an  inducement  to  prudent  men  to  seek  elsewhere 
for  a  loan,  whenever  an  opportunity  should  offer.  All 
these  reasons  have  led  your  committee  to  the  opinion  that 
the  safest  course  for  the  public  interest,  would  be  to  issue 
the  stock  or  bonds  at  as  short  a  period  as  possible,  and  they 
accordingly  recommend  that  one-third  thereof  shall  be  re¬ 
deemable  after  two  years,  one-third  after  five  years,  and  the 
remaining  third  after  seven  years,  or  the  whole  amount  at 
either  of  those  periods. 

Stock  redeemable  at  a  short  period,  would  be  more  easily 
purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
at  a  lower  advance ;  and  your  Committee  believe,  that  in 
every  point  of  view,  this  measure  is  the  best. 

As  the  Legislature  have  authorized  the  Common  Council 
either  to  issue  bonds  or  stock,  your  Committee  have  thought 
it  advisable  to  direct  the  Comptroller  to  advertise  for  propo¬ 
sals  for  stock  or  bonds,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  desirable. 
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leaving  it  to  be  decided  by  the  Committees  when  they  open 
the  offers  therefor. 

The  duties  of  the  Commissioners  are  prescribed  by  the 
Act  of  the  Legislature,  and  are  confined  to  the  valuation  of 
the  mortgaged  premises.  No  bond  can  be  purchased  with¬ 
out  a  certificate  from  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
as  the  Commissioners  serve  without  compensation^  the  duties 
which  even  this  examination  will  put  upon  them,  will  be 
arduous.  It  will  be  necessary,  after  the  certificate  of  the 
Commissioners  is  received,  that  some  examination  be  made 
as  to  the  amount  loaned,  in  comparison  with  the  valuation, 
the  certificate  of  the  Counsel  as  to  the  title,  the  insurance  of 
the  buildings,  when  apart  of  the  valuation  and  the  propriety 
of  receiving  the  mortgage.  For  this  purpose  your  Commit¬ 
tee  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  of 
three  from  each  Board,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  authorise  the  Comptroller  to  pay  the  money  for  the 
same  and  take  the  assignment. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  these  different  examinations 
will  tend  materially  to  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  that  by  this 
course,  the  entire  control  of  the  loan  and  funds,  will  at  all 
times  be  with  the  Common  Council.  It  is  also  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  term  for  which  the  Commissioners  are  appointed, 
shall  expire  on  the  16th  July  next,  six  months  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  act;  after  which  time,  no  bonds  can  be  taken,  and 
consequently  there  will  be  no  duties  for  them  to  perform. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend,  that  the  Comptroller  be 
directed  to  keep  an  account  of  all  moneys  received  for  the 
stock,  and  paid  out  for  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  of  all  mo¬ 
neys  received  for  interest  or  principal  on  the  mortgages,  and 
paid  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock  or  bonds,  and  to  furnish 
such  account,  once  in  every  three  months  to  the  Common 
Council.. 

With  the  view  of  keeping  this  loan  and  all  the  moneys  be¬ 
longing  to  it,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  other  funds  of  the 
Corporation,  your  Committee  propose  to  leave  the  selection 
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of  a  bank  in  which  the  account  and  funds  are  to  be  kept,  to 
be  fixed  hereafter  by  the  Common  Council,  when  they  shall 
receive  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking-  Fund  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  terms  on  which  it  can  be  deposited  with 
such  bank  as  is  willing  to  take  the  same. 

Your  Committee  herewith  report  an  ordinance,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  containing  the  sug¬ 
gestions  made  in  this  report.  They  have  also  included  in  it 
several  other  provisions  of  minor  importance,  but  which  will 
tend  to  produce  greater  caution  in  taking  these  securities, 
and  to  prevent  loss  in  the  final  settlement  of  the  loan.  The 
amount  is  large,  and  your  Committee  feel  not  only  the  great 
responsibility  which  rests  on  the  Common  Council,  in  hav¬ 
ing  first  proposed  tfye  measure,  but  also  the  duty  now  devolv¬ 
ing  on  them  to  guard  in  every  possible  way  that  prudence 
can  dictate,  against  any  Toss  to  the  city. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  difference  of  inter¬ 
est  between  that  to  be  received  on  the  bond  and  that  to  be 
paid  for  the  stock,  would  be-  so  great,  as  to  be  a  source  of 
profit ;  but  your  Committee  on  reflection,  think  that  the 
greater  part  of  it,  if  not  all,  will  be  consumed  in  the  expen¬ 
ses  of  additional  clerks  ;  the  increased  amount  which  must 
be  paid  to  purchase  the  stock  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund,  before  it  is  redeemable,  as  well  as  the  loss  of 
interest  which  must  occasionally  take  place  on  the  payment 
of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  at  different  times. 

Your  Committee  in  closing  their  report,  would  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Common  Council,  the  necessity  of  giving 
another  clerk  to  the  Comptrollers  office.  The  duties  of  those 
in  that  office  are  already  more  than  sufficient  constantly  to 
employ  them.  The  additional  duties  which  this  measure 
will  impose  upon  the  Comptroller  and  those  in  his  office, 
render  this  additional  clerk  absolutely  necessary,  and  as  he 
will  be  employed  almost  entirely  in- regard  to  this  loan,  your 
Committee  think  his  salary  should  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus 
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interest  on  the  bonds,  and  mortgages,  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund. 

With  these  views  they  respectfully  submit  the  ordinance 
annexed  to  this  report,  for  the  adoption  of  Common  Coun- 


EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
EGBERT  BLNSON, 
DAYID  BANKS, 


Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 


D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  ) 
AARON  CLARK,  } 
L.  P.  JORDAN,  ) 


Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Assistants. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  77- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  3d,  1836. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  which  were  read,  concurred  in,  and  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Whereas,  The  most  persevering  and  sagacious  efforts  are 
continually  made  under  the  impulse  of  the  enlighteped  coun¬ 
cils  of  neighboring  States  to  divert  from  the  City  of  New 
York  the  advantages  resulting  from  her  intimate  and  ready 
intercourse  with  the  fertile  and  productive  regions  of  the 
West,  and  since  it  has  become  manifest  that  our  maratime 
and  commercial  superiority,  so  far  as  they  depend  upon  our 
inland  trade,  can  be  best  preserved  by  decisive  measures, 
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founded  upon  an  enlarged  and  liberal  policy,  and  as  the  fa¬ 
cility  and  cheapness  of  transportation  of  passengers  and 
merchandize  is  the  great  point  to  be  gained,  and  upon  which 
the  ultimate  direction  of  the  largest  portion  of  the  trade  on 
the  Lakes  must  depend. 

Therefore,  Resolved ,  That  this  Common  Council  do  re¬ 
gard  the  proposed  New-York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  as  an  un¬ 
dertaking  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
city  and  district,  as  well  as  to  the  sections  of  the  State  through 
which  it  is  intended  to  pass,  and  they  therefore  respectfully 
request  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  Legislature 
from  the  first  District,  to  use  all  their  influence  in  promoting 
the  passage  of  the  act  now  pending  in  the  Assembly,  entitled 
“an  act  to  expedite  the  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  from  New 
York  to  Lake  Erie. 

Resolved ,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  respectfully  re¬ 
quested  to  transmit  to  the  Legislature,  the  memorial  of  this 
city,  under  its  corporate  seal,  praying  for  the  passage  of  ,the 
said  bill,  and  that  he  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  pream¬ 
ble  and  resolutions  to  our  representatives  at  Albany,  in  the 
Senate  and  Assembly. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  8d,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  3d,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  3d,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  78, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  3d,  1836. 


Communication  from  the  Select  Council  and  Common 
Council  of  Philadelphia ,  which  was  read ,  placed  on  file , 
and  ordered  to  be  pritited. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


In  Select  Council,  1 

Philadelphia,  January  14th,  1836.  ) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

The  President  laid  before  Council,  a  Preamble  and  re¬ 
solution  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New- York. 
Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Common  Council  of 
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New-York,  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  Gouncils ;  and 
that  the  Presidents  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  be 
requested  to  acknowledge  their  receipt,  and  communicate  to 
the  authorities  of  the  City  of  New-York,  the  fact  of  such  entry 
upon  the  minutes. 

Which  was  twice  read  and  passed.  Common  Council 
concurred. 

W.  M.  MEREDITH,  President  of  Select  Council. 
HENRY  TROTH,  President  of  Common  Council. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  79. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  3d,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  Twelve  Mem¬ 
bers,  on  the  Resolutions,  Spc.  relative  to  an  Assault  on 
Alderman  Samuel  Purdy,  on  the  night  of  the  lsif  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  last. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


THE  JOINT  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  OF  TWELVE 
MEMBERS,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  Preamble 
and  Resolutions,  offered  by  Alderman  Ferris,  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  by  both  Boards ,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  January  6,  1836.. 

c  Whereas  Alderman  Purdy,  representing  the  Tenth 
u  Ward  in  the  Common  Council  of  this  city,  and  a  respected 
«  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was,  on  the  night  of 
u  the  first  instant,  most  violently  assaulted  in  one  of  the 
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“streets  of  this  city  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his 
“duties  as  a  magistrate.  And  whereas,  it  is  represented  to 
“ the  Common  Council,  that  said  assault  was  made  by  the 
“  members  attached  to  engine  company  No.  10.  Therefore, 
“  be  it 

“  Resolved ,  That  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  six 
“  members  from  each  Board  be  appointed  to  inquire  intot  he 
“  circumstances  connected  with  said  assault,  and  that  said 
“  committee  have  power  to  conduct  said  inquiry  in  any  man- 
“  ner  which  to  said  committee  shall  seem  judicious,  and  to 
“  report  to  the  Common  Council  at  the  earliest  day  the  result 
“  of  said  inquiry. 

“  Resolved ,  That  all  the  officers  and  members  attached  to 
“  engine  company  No.  1(1  be,  and  they  are  hereby  suspended 
“  until  the  further  order  of  the  Common  Council. 

“  Resolved^  That  the  Chief  "Engineer  report  to  the  Com- 
“  mon  Council  in  joint  ballot,  on  Wednesday  evening  next, 
“  the  names  of  the  foreman,  assistant  foreman,  and  members 
“  of  engine  company  No.  10,  and  also  which  cf  said  foremen 
“  and  members  were  present  at  the  time  of  the  assault  made 
“on  Alderman  Purdy  on  the  night  of  the  first  instant.” 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

THAT  YOUR  COMMITTEE  immediately  instituted  an 

inquiry  into  the  subject  matters  to  them  submitted ;  that  they 
caused  notices  to  be  served  on  Aid.  Samuel  Purdy,  the  officers 
and  members  of  Engine  Company  No.  10,  and  on  other  in¬ 
dividuals,  to  appear  before  your  committee  at  the  City  Hall 
on  the  5th  day  of  January  last ;  that  after  your  committee 
had  been  organised,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
that  the  committee  should  examine  the  individuals  cited 
separately,  and  under  oath,  and  that  the  chairman  should 
caution  (before  proceeding  to  the  examination)  each  witness, 
that  if  any  question  should  be  asked,  which  should  in  any 
degree  implicate  him  in  any  prosecution  which  had  been, 
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or  might  be,  commenced  against  him  for  an  assault,  that  he 
was  at  liberty  not  to  answer  the  same. 

And  your  committee  at  said  meeting,  and  at  three  ad¬ 
journed  sittings  of  said  committee,  on  (fays  subsequent  to 
the  5th  day  of  January  last,  proceeded  in  said  examination, 
as  follows : 

Alderman  Samuel  Purdy  being  called,  testified  in  sub¬ 
stance,  as  follows  : — -That  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  Janu¬ 
ary  last,  at  about  11  o’clock,  in  the  Bowery,  near  Pell-street,  he 
met  fire  engine  company  No.  10;  that  he  had  his  long  staff  of 
office  with  him — as  the  company,  with  the  engine,  was  coming 
down  the  street,he  stepped  out  into  the  street, and  informed  the 
company  the  fire  was  out ;  that  a  young  man  on  the  lead,  hold¬ 
ing  the  drag  rope,  and  having  on  the  fire-cap  of  engine  com¬ 
pany  No.  10,  when  addressed  by  Alderman  Purdy  as  above, 
cried  out,  “  stand  aside,  damn  your  eyes,  or  we  will  run  you 
down-”  Alderman  Purdy  immediately  stepped  aside,  and 
the  followed  machine  down  the  Bowery  a  short  distance — 
when  it  halted,  he  again  stepped  up  to  the  young  man 
who  had  insulted  him,  and  asked  him  to  give  him  his  name, 
and  the  reason  why  he  had  thus  abusively  addressed  him 
The  young  man  replied,  ‘T  wont  tell  you  my  name,  damn 
you,  you  have  insulted  the  Fire  Department ;  you  have 
treated  them  lately  like  damned  dogs;”  and  that  the 
same  sentiments  were  echoed  by  many  around.  A  crowd 
immediately  gathered,  and  the  young  man,  referred  to  above, 
pushed  him  with  violence  ;  he  was  then  struck  three  times 
on  the  left  and  twice  on  the  right  side  of  the  head  until  he 
was  knocked  down  ;  and  after  he  was  down,  he  was  kicked 
twice  with  great  violence.  He  did  not  recognize  any  one 
who  had  struck  liim.  He  immediately  recovered  himself, 
and  in  a  loud  voice  proclaimed  himself  to  be  a  magistrate  of 
the  city,  and  called  for  assistance.  When  he  thus  demand¬ 
ed  assistance,  some  one  rushed  towards  him  and  said,  “I  will 
.give  you  enough  of  it.”  He  did  not,  during  the  whole  af- 


394  ' 


Doc.  No.  79.] 

fray,  put  his  hand  on  a  man,  except  to  ward  off  the  blows 
aimed  at  his  head,  and  other  parts  of  his  person  ;  that  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  affair  the  cry  seemed  to  be  against  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council ;  that  when  he  demanded  assistance,  no  one 
came  to  his  aid;  the  demand  was  made  in  so  loud  a  voice,  that 
in  his  opinion,  it  could  be  heard  by  all  the  company  pre¬ 
sent,  attached  to  the  engine,  as  well  as  by  the  surrounding 
cro\Vd.  During  the  whole  time  he  had  his  long  staff  of  of¬ 
fice  with  him. 

William  Cromwell  being  called,  and  being  affirmed,  testi¬ 
fied  that  he  was  a  merchant — that  on  the'night  of  the  first  of 
January  last, 'he  met  engine  company  No.  10,  just  below  the 
Bowery  Theatre.  A  member  of  the  Common  Council  whom 
he  did  not  then  know,  but  whom  he  now  knows  to  be  Aider- 
man  Purdy,  was  with  him— that  as  the  engine  came  up, 
Alderman  Purdy  called  out  from  the  sidewalk  to  the  compa¬ 
ny,  that  the  fire  was  out ;  the  engine  not  stopping,  Alderman 
Purdy  went  into  the  middle  of  the  street  a  little  ahead  of  the 
engine,  and  he,  Alderman  Purdy  was  told  to  get  out  of  the 
way,  by  some  one,  (in  language  very  abusive.)  addressing  him 
in  the  language  in  substance  like  this,  “  get  out  of  the  way 
you  damn’d  son  of  a  bitch,”  or  words  of  similar  import  he 
thinks  the  person  who  said  this,  had  hold  of  the  drag  rope ; 
the  engine  did  not  stop,  and  Alderman  Purdy  followed  it 
down  the  street— the  engine  stopped  some  ten  or  fifteen 
rods  below ;  he,  witness,  then  went  back  towards  the  engine 
and  came  opposite  to  it  on  the  sidewalk  just  at  the  time  Al¬ 
derman  Purdy  was  coming  or  was  pushed  towards  the  side¬ 
walk  ;  when  near  the  sidewalk,  Alderman  Purdy  fell  with 
great  violence,  partly  in  the  street  and  partly  on  the  walk  ; 
witness  thinks  Alderman  Purdy  was  knocked  down ;  he  saw 
some  one  strike  him  in  the  face  after  he  was  down,  or  as  he 
was  falling;  Alderman  Purdy  soon  recovered  himself  and 
proclaimed  himself  to  be  an  Alderman,  and  demanded  assis¬ 
tance  in  a  very  loud  voice,  and  in  the  opinion  of  witness, 
every  fireman  present  could  have  heard  him  when  he  made 
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the  said  demand ;  when  Alderman  Purdy  called  for  assis- 
'  tance,  proclaimed  himself  to  be  an  Alderman,  no  one  Qame 
to  his  assistance,  but  some  one  or  more  persons  answered, 
“that  is  no  excuse  for  you,  (meaning  the  CommonCouncil,) 

<!  you  have  treated  the  firemen  like  damnation  lately  and  no 
Alderman  should  stop  them the  above  in  substance  are  the 
words  and  the  meaning  as  understood  by  witness ;  Aider- 
man  Purdy  had  his  staff  of  office  during  the  whole  time. 

James  Gulick ,  Chief  Engineer ,  being  called,  testified  he  / 
had  not,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  made  any  inquiry  to  ascertain  which  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  No.  10,  were  present  when  the  assault  was  made 
on  Alderman  Purdy ;  did  not  think  it  necessary,  inasmuch 
as  the  Common  Council  had  appointed  a  Committee,  and 
they  were  investigating  the  matter. 

The  officers  and  members  of  engine  No.  10  and  himself 
were  not  on  good  terms  ;  they  had^iot  treated  him  well 'for 
the  last  year  or  two,  he  would  not  give  them  an  engine  in 
consequence  of  their  conduct,  till  very  lately  he  gave  them 
No.  24 ;  heard  from  one  of  the  fire  department  one  hour  af¬ 
terwards,  that  the  engine  was  carried  to  the  watch-house 
and  there  left ;  did  not  go  there  that  night  to  look  after  her, 
but  sent  next  morning  and  found  the  machine  in  the  street, 
and  had  her  carried  to  the  Public  Yard,  where  she  now  re- 
/  mains ;  believes  it  is  the  wish  of  the  whole  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  that  the  officers  and  members  of  No.  10,  should  be 
severely  punished  if  guilty. 

Mr.  Gulick  was  asked  how  he  could  account  for  this  con¬ 
duct  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and  whether  there  was  any 
hostile  feelings  entertained  by  the  Fire  Department  against 
the  Common  Council.  He  replied,  there  was — that  many  of 
the  department  thought  they  had  not  been  well  treated  by 
them.  The  Foreman  told  him  he  was  with  the  machine, 
and  the  Foreman  named  to  him  some  other  members  of  com¬ 
pany  No.  10,  who  were  present.  He  was  asked,  whether  he 
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could  not  more  fully  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council.  Mr.  Gulick  replied,  that  if  the  Committee 
-  would  give  him  time,  he  would  make  a  full  report ;  where¬ 
upon,  the  Committee  passed  unanimously  the  following  reso¬ 
lution,  a  copy  of  which  was  served  on  Mr.  Gulick  the  same 
evening,  by  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

“  Resolved ,  By  the  Committee  of  twelve,  that  the  Chief 
“  Engineer  report  to  this  Committee  at  its  next  sitting,  the 
“  names  of  all  officers  and  members  of  engine  company  No. 
u  10,  who  were  with  the  engine  at  any  time  during  the  night 
u  of  the  first  instant  when  Alderman  Purdy  was  assaulted, 
““and  all  other  facts  in  reference  to  said  assault  occurring  at 
■“the'  watch-house  or  elsewhere,  or  connected  with  the  aban- 
•“  donment  of  said  engine,  &c. 

But  your  Committee  regret  to  state,  that  although  the 
Committee  had  two  sittings  after  said  resolution  was  served 
on  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  of  which  meetings  said  Engi¬ 
neer  was  duly  notified  (of  time  and  place)  yet  no  report  of  any 
kind,  nor  any  communication  has  been  received  from  said 
Engineer  ;  and  thus  your  Committee  not  being  aided  by  the 
Head  of  the  Department,  were  compelled  to  rely  upon  their 
own  efforts  and  proceeded  in  the  examination  as  follows. 

Luke  Usher  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that  he  was 
Assistant  Foreman  of  Engine  Company  No.  10 ;  was  with 
the  machine  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January  last,  and  was 
present  when  Alderman  Purdy  was  knocked  down ;  did  not 
then  know  Alderman  Purdy ;  did  not  believe  any  of  the 
members  of  company  No.  10,  knew  Alderman  Purdy  was 
on  the  lead  of  the  drag  rope,  and  saw  Alderman  Purdy  when 
he  informed  the  company  the  fire  was  out ;  thinks  he  made 
use  of  the  abusive  language  stated  by  Alderman  Purdy  ; 
11  stand  aside,  damn  your  eyes,  or  we  will  run  you  downl¬ 
ine  saw  the  following  persons,  all  members  of  engine  compa¬ 
ny  No.  10. — Addison  Thorne,  George  Schlim  and  John  L. 
Ellis  ;  he  thinks  there  were  at  least  eight  or  nine  members  of 
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the  company  present,  and  within  hearing  at  the  time  of  the 
assault. 

Addison  Thorne  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that  he 
was  Foreman  of  engine  company  No.  10;  was  out  with  the 
engine  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January  last ;  was  in  the 
Bowery  at  the  time  of  the  assault ;  he  was  ahead  of  the  en¬ 
gine  at  the  time  the  affray  commenced  ;  as  he  returned  to¬ 
wards  the  engine,  saw  a  row ;  the  following  members  of  the 
company  were  present. — John  G.  Lightbody,  John  Stans- 
field,  John  L.  Ellis,  Cornelius  Francisco,  George  Schlim, 
Luke  Usher,  and  he  thinks  Sidney  S.  Belts.  As  soon  as  he 
saw  the  row,  he  ordered  the  men  to  man  the  engine,  and  he 
followed  her  up  the  Bowery  to  near  Grand-street,  and  then 
he  turned  off  and  went  to  the  watch-house  to  look  after 
his  Assistant  Foreman.  As  he  returned  from  the  watch- 
house,  he  met  engine  No.  10,  in  the  hands  of  strangers,  who 
carried  her  to  the  watch-house ;  he  walked  along  side  of  the 
engine ;  he  took  no  further  trouble  about  the  engine  ;  was 
most  of  the  time  in  company  with  Mr.  Ellis  after  the  engine 
was  carried  to  the  wat6h-house  ;  never  attempted  or  express¬ 
ed  a  wish  to  have  her  returned  to  the  engine  house,  but  con¬ 
sented  to  the  abandonment  and  left  her  in  the  street. 

John  G.  Lightbody  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that 
he  was  a  member  of  company  No.  10  ;  was  with  the  engine 
on  the  night  of  first  of  January  last ;  saw  Alderman  Purdy 
down ;  saw  Cornelius  Francisco,  John  L.  Ellis,  George 
Schlim,  John  L.  Hoffman,  Addison  Thorne  and  Luke  Ush¬ 
er,  all  members  or  officers  of  engine  company  No.  10,  pres¬ 
ent  in  the  Bowery  at  the  time  of  the  assault ;  did  not  then 
know  it  was  Alderman  Purdy ;  was  on  the  walk  and  within 
six  feet  when  Alderman  Purdy  was  knocked  down. 

George  Schlim  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that  he 
was  also  a  member  of  engine  company  No.  10  ;  he  was  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  time  of  the  assault ;  heard  Alderman  Purdy  re¬ 
quest  them  to  stop,  as  the  fire  was  out ;  he  saw  Thorn,  Ellis, 
Usher,  Stansfield,  Hoffman,  James  and  John  G.  Lightbody, 
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present  at  the  time  of  the  assault ;  when  the  fracus  was  over 
assisted  in  carrying  thd  machine  to  the  watch-house,  and 
agreed  with  others  of  the  company  to  abandon  her ;  the  F ore- 
man  was  present. 

Aaron  B.  Palmer  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that  he 
was  present  at  the  time  of  the  assault  upon  Alderman  Pur¬ 
dy  ;  heard  Alderman  Purdy  call  for  assistance  ;  that  in  his 
opinion  every  body  around  could  have  heard  him ;  offered 
to  render  assistance,  but  found  the  blows  dealt  out  pretty 
liberally  on  those  that  interfered  to  rescue  Alderman  Purdy, 
and  therefore  retired. 

Peter  Hurley  called  and  sworn ;  saw  engine  No.  10  brought 
to  the  watch-house  on  the  first  of  January  last ;  the  persons 
who  brought  it  said,  “  here  is  the  engine  and  you  will  have 
the  rest  of  them  before  morning ;  the  Captain  of  Watch 
ordered  them  to  disperse,  and  a  reply  was  made,  “ firemen 
stand  your  ground  f  the  engine  was  abandoned  and  left  in 
the  street ;  some  time  after,  engine  No.  32  was  brought  there 
and  left  for  a  time,  but  during  the  night  was  takeri  away. 

Cornelius  Francisco  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  that 
he  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  fracus,  on  the  nightof  the  first 
of  January  last ;  was  quite  near  by  at  the  time ;  did  not  see 
Alderman  Purdy ;  did  not  hear  a  call  for  assistance ;  went  to 
the  watch-house  and  afterwards  left  the  engine  at  the  watch- 
house.  As  he  was  going  up  the  Bowery,  he  fell  in  with 
Thorne ,  Hoffman ,  Lightbody ,  Betts  and  Ellis ,  and  they  all 
-  walked  up  the  Bowery  together ;  this  was  after  the  machine 
was  abandoned,  and  they  knew  the  machine  was  at  the 
watch-house ;  the  Foreman  Mr.  Thorne  did  not  say  any 
thing  to  them  about  going  back  after  the  machine ;  .believes 
it  was  perfectly  understood  the  machine  was  carried  to  the 
watch-house  to  be  abandoned. 

Ira  Munson  and  Isacc  Van  Bcnschoten,  were  called  and 
sworn,  and  testified  that  they  were  the  Captains  of  the  2nd 
District  Watch ;  that  engine  No.  10  was  brought  to  the 
watch-house  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January  last,  and 
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abandoned  by  the  firemen  who  brought  it  there  ;  that  it  re¬ 
mained  in  the  street  before  the  door  of  watch  house  during 
the  whole  night. 

John  L.  Ellis  called  and  sworn,  was  with  the  engine 
when  the  assault  took  place  on  the  first  of  January  last,  did 
not  see  a  blow  struck,  or  hear  a  call  for  assistance ;  walked 
with  the  engine  to  the  watch-house,  where  she  was  left ; 
saw  the  following  members  present:  Thorne,  Hoffman, 
Francisco,  James  and  J.  G.  Lightbody. 

The  following  Membersof  Engine  Company  No.  10,  were 
called  and  sworn,  and  testified  they  were  not  out  with  the 
engine  on  the  first  instant.:  Thomas  Good,  John  Stansfield, 
Clark  Walker,  Moses  C.  Palmer,  Charles  Neale,  John  D. 
M’Creary,  and  John  Thompson. 

The  following  Members  of  Engine  Company  No.  10,. 
did  not  appear  before  the  committee :  John  L.  Hoffman, 
Richard  Williamson,  Ephraim  Bolander,  David  Holmes, 
Thomas  Straight,  James  Bird,  A.  L.  Pardee,  James  Ryan, 
William  Graham,  Allen  P.  Thomas,  William  H.  Adams, 
and  Sidney  S.  Betts. 


Y our  Comijiittee,  at  the  first  and  second  sittings,  examin¬ 
ed  all  the  officers  and  members  of  Fire  Engine  Company  No. 
10,  who  were  in  attendance  before  your  committtee— and 
after  said  second  sitting,  said  committee  notified  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  company,  that  the  committee  would  meet  again, 
and  would,  at  such  adjourned  meeting,  examine  any  other 
person  or  persons  in  the  premises,  if  said  members  would 
furnish  the  name  or  names  of  witnesses,  so  that  notices 
could  be  duly  served.  But  your  committee  regret  to  state 
that  the  officers  and  members  of  said  company  did  not  give 
the  name  of  any  one  whom  they  desired  should  be  examin¬ 
ed  before  your  committee. 

After  four  several  sittings,  your  committee  closed  the  in¬ 
quiry,  and  have  above  given  the  testimony  as  taken  down 
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by  the  members  of  the  committee — and  in  conclusion  would 
remark,  that  it  was  made  apparent  to  your  committee 
during  the  progress  of  the  inquiry,  that  among  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Fire  Department  a  state  of  feeling  exists  not 
entirely  friendly, to  the  Common  Council.  That  such  should 
be  the  fact,  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not 
only  without  a  reasonable  cause,  but  highly  prejudical  to 
the  interests  of  the  Fire  Department,  as  well  as  in  no  small 
degree  subversive  of  the  higher  interests  of  the  city  at 
large. 

Your  committee  would  embrace  this  opportunity  to  say, 
that  no  where,  and  among  no  class  of  our  citizens,  is  the 
Fire  Department  of  New-York  more  fully  appreciated  and 
respected  than  in  this  Hall,  and  by  the  members  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Common  Council.  Coming,  as  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  do,  into  constant  and  intimate  contact,  as 
committees  and  as  individuals,  with  the  engineers,  offi¬ 
cers  and  members  of  the  Department,  none  can,  none  do, 
place  a  higher  estimate  upon  the  arduous,  perilous  and  self- 
denying  services  which  they  are  often  called  on  to  perform  in 
a  city  peculiarly  devoted  to  appalling  devastations  by  fire. 
And  your  committee  believe  they  speak  the  sentiments  of 
each  member  of  the  Common  Council,  when  they  declare, 
that  there  never  has  existed,  and  does  not  now  exist,  any 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council  but  that  which 
is  most  friendly  to  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city. 

But  your  committee  submit,  that  the  interests  of  the  Fire 
Department,  as  well  as  of  the  city,  demand  the  prompt  and 
efficient  action  of  the  Constituted  Authorities  of  the  city  in 
reference  to  a  violent  assault  upon  a  member  of  its  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  and  one  of  its  respected  magistrates,  when 
in  the  performance  of  his  legitimate  and  appropriate  duties — 
especially  if  there  is  a  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion,  that  such 
assault  was  made  by  members  connected  with  said  Depart¬ 
ment.  And  your  committeeare  happy  to  inform  the  Common 
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Council,  that  in  this  view,  and  in  these  sentiments,  they 
q re  sustained  by  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Engineer ;  as 
Mr.  Gulick  distinctly  assured  your  committee,  that  it  was 
the  universal  wish  of  the  Fire  Department  tnat  the  mem¬ 
bers  implicated  in  the  disgraceful  proceedings  of  the  first 
of  January  last  should  be  severely  punished. 

But  your  committee  would  represent,  that  although  said 
assault  on  Alderman  Purdy  was  most  violent,  and  altoge¬ 
ther  unprovoked,  and  without  any  palliating  cause — yet  your 
committee  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  attempt  to  identify  the 
individual  or  individuals  actually  implicated  in  said  assault — 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  such  an  inquiry 
more  appropriately  belongs  to  another  and  differenttribunal ; 
and  your  committee  have  therefore  suppressed  any  testimony 
Which  might  in  the  least  degree  prejudice  the  minds  of  any 
court  or  jury  who  may  hereafter  be  required  to  eamine 
into  and  pass  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  any  indivi¬ 
dual  examined  before  said  committee. 

But  your  committee  are  compelled  to  state,  that  it  was 
evident  to  your  committee,  that  at  least  nine  or  ten  members 
of  said  company  were  present  at  the  time  of  the  assault — 
and  must  have  been  within  hearing  when  Alderman  Purdy 
proclaimed  himself  to  be  a  magistrate,  and  demanded  assis¬ 
tance — and  yet  no  one  came  to  his  aid.  That  said  assault 
was  made  as  an  expression  of  hostile  feeling  towards  the 
Common  Council,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt — as  all  the  Fire¬ 
men  examined  before  your  committee  concurred  in  the  state¬ 
ment,  that  Alderman  Purdy  Was  personally  unknown  to 
them — and  therefore  such  assault  could  not  have  been  made 
to  gratify  any  personal  pique  or  prejudice  against  Alderman 
Purdy,  as  an  individual  citizen. 

Your  committee,  however,  waiving  the  assault  as  a  ground 
to  justify  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  members  of 
the  Fire  Department  who  were  present  at  the  time — inas¬ 
much  as  all  the  persons  present  could  not  be  identified  by 
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your  committee — yet  your  committee  are  unanimously  and 
decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that  the  efficient  organization  of 
the  Fire  Department,  as  well  as  good  order,  and  the  interests 
of  the  whole  city,  demand  prompt  and  efficient  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  in  reference  to  an  avowed 
and  wholly  unjustifiable  abandonment  of  the  property  of 
the  city  in  one  of  the  public  streets,  by  those  to  whom  it 
had  been  entrusted— 

It  was  indisputably  proved  before  your  committee,  that 
members  of  Fire  Engine  Company  No- 10,  after  the  arrest  of 
Usher  (Assistant  Foreman)  lead  on  or  accompanied  by 
Thorne,  (the  Foreman,)  and  aided  by  others,  dragged  the 
machine  to  the  watch-house,  and  there  abandoned  it,  and 
left  it  exposed  in  the  street  during  the  night,  where  it  re¬ 
mained  until  removed  by  order  of  the  Chief  Engineer  on  the 
day  following.  Such  abandonment  was  not  only  reckless 
and  wholly  unjustifiable,  but  was  designed  to  be  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  hostile  and  bitter  feeling  towards  the  Constituted 
Authorities  of  jthe  ci,ty;  and  it,  must  be  obvious  that  men 
who  will  thus  wantonly  expose  to  injury  and  destruc¬ 
tion  valuable  public  property  confided  to  them,  have  prov¬ 
ed  themselves  at  least  no  longer  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  this  view  of  the 
facts  disclosed  by  the  testimony  above  detailed,  your  com¬ 
mittee  unanimously  submit  with  great  confidence  for  the 
consideration  and  adoption  of  the  Common  Council  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Preambles  and  Resolutions. 

Whereas ,  it  having  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  that  Addison  Thorne,  Luke  Usher,  George 
Schlim,  John  L,  Ellis,  John  L.  Hoffman,  James*Lightbody, 
John  G.  Lightbody,  Sidney  S.  Betts  and  Cornelius  Francisco 
officers  and  members  of  Engine  Company  No.  10,  were  out 
with  the  Engine  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January  last 
and  abandoned  the  same,  or  knew  of  and  consented  to  said 
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abandonment.  Therefore,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  con¬ 
cur,) 

Resolved ,  That  Addison  Thorne ,  Luke  Usher ,  George 
Schlim,  John  L.  Ellis,  John  L.  Hoffman,  James  Lightbody, 
John  G.  Lightbody ,  Sidney  8.  Betts,  and  Cornelius  Fran¬ 
cisco,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  expelled  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  city  of  New-York. 

Whereas,  it  having  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  that  notices  and  citations  were  duly  served  on 
James  Bird,  James  A.  L.  Pardee,  Richard  Williamson, 
Ephraim  Bolander,  James  Ryan,  David  Holmes,  Thomas 
Straight,  William  Graham,  Allen  P.  Thomas,  and  William 
H.  Adams,  to  appear  and  testify  before  a  Committee  of  our 
said  Common  Council,  in  reference  to  the  assault  on  Aider- 
man  Purdy,  &c.  and  it  being  also  satisfactorily  proved  that 
none  of  said  persons  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  said 
notice.  'Therefore,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur,) 

Resoilved,  That  James  Bird,  James  A.  L.  Pardee,  Rich¬ 
ard  Williamson ,  Ephraim  Bolander ,  James  Ryan ,  David 
Holmes,  Thomas  Straight,  William  Graham,  Allen  P~ 
Thomas,  and  William  H  Adams,  be,  and  continue  to  be, 
suspended  from  all  connection  with  the  Fire  Department,  un¬ 
til  they  shall  severally  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Stand¬ 
ing  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  that  they  seve¬ 
rally  were  not  implicated  in  or  with  the  abandonment  of  Fire 
Engine  No.  10,  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January  last. 

Whereas,  it  having  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  by  the  several  oaths  of  John  Stansfield,  Clark 
Walker,  Moses  C.  Palmer,  John  D.  McCreary,  John  Thomp¬ 
son,  Charles  Mather  and  Thomas  Good,  that  they  were  not 
out  with  Engine  No.  10,  on  the  night  of  the  first  of  January 
last.  Therefore,  (if  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur,) 

Resolved,  That  John  Stansfield,  Clark  Walker,  Moses 
C.  Palmer,  John  D.  McCreary ,  John  Thompson,  Charles 
Mather,  and  Thomas  Good ,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  seve- 


404 


Dbc.  No.  79.] 

rally  restored  to  good  standing  in  Fire  Engine  Company 
No.  10,  and  in  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JAMES  FERRIS,  Chain 
FRANCIS  FICKETT, 

GEORGE  NIXON, 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH* 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH, 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 

JOHN  CLEAYELAND, 

R.  R.  WARD, 

L.  P.  JORDAN, 

AARON  CLARK, 

GEO.  PAULDING, 

THOS,  S.  BRADY, 

Adopted  unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Aldernieh,  Febru¬ 
ary  3d,  1836. 

Concurred  in  unanimouslyby  the  Board  of  Assistants  Feb¬ 
ruary  3d,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  4th  February  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Committee  'Board 
of  Aldermen. 


Committee  Board 
of  Assistants. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  80« 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  25th,  1836. 


Communication  from  the  Counsel  respecting  the  Assess¬ 
ment  for  widening  Beaver-street . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  the  Common  Council, 
that  by  an  error  which  occurred  in  preparing  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  in  the  matter  of  widening  Beaver-street 
and  closing  part  of  the  same,  between  Broad-street  and  Wil¬ 
liam-street  in  the  First  Ward  of  this  City,  an  assessment  for 
benefit,  amounting  to  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-two  dol¬ 
lars,  upon  certain  property  fronting  on  Beaver-street,  was 
omitted,  and  that  such  omission  was  not  discovered  until 
after  the  confirmation  of  the  Report.  The  effect  of  this 
omission  is  to  leave  a  balance  or  excess  of  the  amount  of 
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damages  land  expenses  over  and  above  the'  sums  assessed  for^ 
beneiit  in  the  said  matter,  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation. 

The  subscriber  would  further  state,  that  by  the  185th  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  “  Act  to  reduce  several  laws  relating  particularly 
to  the  City  of  New-York  into  one  Act,”  passed  April  9th, 
1813 ;  it  is  provided  that  in  case  there  should  be  any  such 
excess  or  balance  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation,  over  and 
above  the  sums  assessed  for  benefit  on  the  opening,  widening, 
or  improving  of  a  street,  such  excess  or  balance  may  be  es¬ 
timated  and  assessed  upon  the  owners  of  property,  benefitted, 
but  not  assessed  or  included  by  the  Commissioners  in  their 
Report,  and  that  the  Corporation  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
three  persons  to  make  such  second  assessment,  and  that  the 
same  when  made,  shall  be  certified  and  returned  to  the 
Common  Council,  to  be  by  them  ratified  and  confirmed.  ' 

The  subscriber  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend, 
that  the  Common  Council  should  order  such  assessment  to 
be  made,  and  that  John  Leonard,  Alpheus  Sherman,  and 
William  Paxton  Hallett  should  be  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
they  having  been  the  Commissioners  on  the  widening  of 
Beaver-street,  and  being  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances. 

The  following  Resolution  is  respectfully  submitted  for 
that  purpose. 

Resolved ,  That  an  estimate  and  assessment  be  made  for 
the  excess  or  balance  paid,  or  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation 
over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  for  benefit, 
by  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  matter  of  wi¬ 
dening  Beaver-street  and  closing  a  part  of  the  same,  be¬ 
tween  Broad-street  and  William-street,  in  the  First  Ward  of 
the  City  of  New-York,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
185th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled  “  an  Act  to  reduce  seve¬ 
ral  laws  relating  particularly  to  the  City  of  New-York  into  j 
one  act,”  passedJApril  9th,  1813 ;  and  that  John  Leonard.^ 
Alpheus  Sherman,  and  William  Paxton  Hallett,  three  dis- 
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interested  freeholders,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
make  such  assessment. 

R.  EMMET. 

January  25th,  1836. 


DOCUMENT  WO,  81. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  28th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  communication 
from  the  Counsel  of  the  Board ,  in  relation  to  the 
widening  of  Chapel-street. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
commnnication  from  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  informing 
the  Common  Council  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  estimate  and  assessment  in  the  matter  of  widening  Chapel- 
street  from  Franklin  to  Murray-street,  was  confirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  on  the  fifth  of  January  instant— and  asking 
the  Common  Council  to  determine  when  said  widening  shall 
actually  take  place,  and  to  appoint  a  collector  to  collect  the 
assessment. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

'  That  your  Cpmmittee  caused  public  notice  to  be  given 
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to  all  persons  interested  in  the  widening  of  Chapel-street,  to 
meet  at  the  Street  Commissioners,  Office,  in  order  to  express 
their  views  as  to  the  most  expedient  time  to  actually  widen 
the  street  in  question ;  and  consequent  upon  such  notice,  a 
large  number  of  owners  and  others  interested,  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee. 

After  a  full  and  impartial  investigation  by  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  a  considerable  majority  of  owners  whose  property 
will  be  affected  by  the  widening,  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of 
widening  the  street  on  the  first  of  May  next,  and  who  gave 
as  a  reason  that  they  had  made  arrangements  accordingly. 

Your  Committee  after  fully  considering  the  subject,  are 
of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that  the  widening 
should  take  place  on  or  about  the  first  of  May  next,  and 
therefore  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  actual  widening  of  Chapel-street,  be¬ 
tween  Franklin  and  Murray  streets  be  postponed  until  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  twenty  days  thereafter 
be  allowed  to  remove  all  encumbrances  from  said  street,  and 
that  John  Hanmer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  to  collect 
the  assessment  therefor. 

BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND,  )  ,  ~  ... 

EDWARD  CURTIS,  \  Street  Committee' 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

JANUARY  25th,  1836. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee ,  on  the  Resolution 
relative  to  extending  the  time  for  adding  a  percen¬ 
tage  on  unpaid  Taxes ,  fyc.,  which,  was  against  the 
same. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Finanee  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  an¬ 
nexed  Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  pro¬ 
posing  that  application  should  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  passage  of  a  law,  extending  the  time  for  the  addition  of 
the  percentage  on  taxes  to  the  first  of  April  next,  instead  of 
'  the  first  of  February ;  and  that  the  time  for  the  collectors  to 
return  their  books,  be  extended  to  the  first  of  June  next,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  first  of  April, 

BEG  LEAYE  TO  REPORT: 

That  being  aware  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the  said 
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Resolution,  has  been  suggested  by  the  recent  extensive  fire, 
and  that  it  has  been  adopted  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  as  a 
means  of  affording  some  relief  to  many,  whose  resources 
have  been  impaired  by  that' calamity,  the  Committee  have 
considered  it  with  much  care  and  attention,  and  with  a  sin¬ 
cere  desire  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion,  as  might  best 
comport  with  the  interests  of  the  City. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  a  large  number  of  the  tax  pay¬ 
ing  inhabitants,  have  suffered  either  directly  or  indirectly 
by  thy  late  fire,  and  that  a  little  indulgence  as  to  the  time  of 
collecting  their  taxes,  would  probably  afford  some  conve¬ 
nience  to  persons  thus  situated.  The  proportion,  however, 
of  those  citizens  to  whom  such  extension  of  time  could  be 
of  material  advantage,  must  be  small  in  comparison  to  the 
whole  taxable  population  of  the  City ;  and  it  appears  to  the 
Committee,  that  the  utmost  benefit  which  can  be.  expected  to 
result  from  this  measure,  would  be  greatly  outweighed  by 
the  disadvantages  attending  it. 

It  is  well  known,  that  with  the  utmost  diligence  in  collec¬ 
ting  the  taxes  of  this  City,  4116  money  is  not  received  into 
the  treasury  as  rapidly  or  abundantly  as  is  required  for  the 
current  expenses ;  the-  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
Common  Council  are  frequently  obliged  to  anticipate  these 
funds  by  temporary  loans,  or  to  draw  upon  other  resources, 
to  meet  the  exigencies  for  which  the  income  of  taxes  ought 
to  furnish  an  adequate  supply.  It  was  to  remedy  this  very 
evil,  that  the  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  during  the  last 
Session,  authorising  a  percentage  on  unpaid  taxes  was  ap¬ 
plied  for ;  and  so  far  as  the  convenience  of  the  Common 
Council  is  concerned,  the  necessity  for  a  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  said  law,  is  perhaps  greater  at  the  present  period, 
than  it  ever  has  yet  been,  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
City,  being  from  the  same  cause  which  probably  suggested 
the  annexed  Resolution,  increased  beyond  their  usual 
amount,  a  delay  of  two  months  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes, 
would  embarrass  the  financial  concerns  of  the  City  Govern- 
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ment,  without  effecting  a  commensurate  benefit  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  as  a  choice  of  evils,  the  Committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  enforcement  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands, 
would  be  the  lesser  one. 

It  is  evident,  als'o,  that  the  proposed  act  would  operate 
unequally  upon  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  City,  because 
many  of  them  have  already  paid  their  taxes ;  induced  pro¬ 
bably  to  do  so  by  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law.  Thus, 
the  most  meritorious  in  this  respect,  would  be  shut  out  from 
any  advantage  resulting  from  this  measure,  while  many,  who 
are  not  objects  of  sympathy,  and  who  with  ample  means,  de¬ 
sire  to  postpone  the  payment  of  their  taxes  to  the  last  mo¬ 
ment,  would  be  improperly  gratified. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  from  the  best  judgment  which 
they  can  exercise  on  this  subject,  are  constrained  to  express 
an  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  proposed  application.  They 
do  so,  however,  with  less  reluctance,  from  the  reflection  that 
the  Common  Council  of  this  City  have  promptly  taken  such 
measures  as  were  deemed  by  the  community  best  calculated 
to  afford  efficient  relief  to  the  sufferers  by  the  late  disaster, 
and  that  their  rejection  of  the  present  proposition,  cannot  be 
imputed  to  a  want  of  proper  consideration  for  the  embarrass¬ 
ments  of  those  who  were  intended  to  be  favored  by  it. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  conclude  by  offering  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  in  the  adoption  of  the  said  Resolution  here¬ 
unto  annexed. 


EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Committee  on 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  $  Finance. 
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DOCUMENT  MO.  S3. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  3d,  1836. 


The  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas  presented  his 
Semi-Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  which  he  has 
charge,  for  the  six  months  ending  Janu  ary  1,1836,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas,  and 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and  Gas  begs  leave  to  offer 
the  following  Report  of  the  Department  of  which  he  has 
charge,  for  the  six  months  ending  January  1st,  1836. 


INVENTORY 

Of  Stock  on  hand ,  January  lsf,  1836. 


Oil, 


938  gallons. 


New  Oil  Lamps  complete, 

136 

Second  hand  do.  good, 

55 

New  Gas  Lamps  complete, 

179 

Do.  do.  frames,  . 

103 

Market  and  Signal  Lamps, 

12 

New  Gas  Posts, 

673 

Do.  Oil  do. 

K 
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There  has  been  erected  by  resolutions  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  from  July  the  1st,  1835;  to  January  1st,  1836,  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  extra  oil  lamp-posts,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  eight  gas-posts,  tfvo  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  which 
are  lighted  with  gas;  the  whole  number  of  public  lamps  at 
present  is  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  extending 
over  a  surface  of  about  one  hundred  and  seven  miles.  5  544 
lamps,  are  at  present  lighted  with  oil,  and  668  with  gas.  The 
whole  amount  of  oil  purchased  by  this  department  for  the 
six  months  ending  January  1st,  1836,  ig  .  24,828  gallons. 
Cost,  .......  20,836  85  cts. 

Average  cost  per  gallon  .  .  85  cts. 

There  has  been  delivered  to  lighters, .  .  21,935  gallons. 

Cost, . $18,644  75  cts. 

Delivered  to  Public  Institutions  1955  gall’s. 

Cost,  ....  $1,661  75 

Glazing  Bill  for  six  months,  .  .  .  $532  14  cts 

Tinners  do.  do.  ...  168  62  cts. 

Spirits  of  turpentine,  ....  71  13  cts. 

Cost  of  lighting, .  14,288  53  cts. 


$33,705  17  cts. 

Average  number  of  lamps  lighted  with  oil  during  the  time 
5,738  ;  average  cost  of  each  lamp  for  six  months,  $5  53 ;  or 
$11  6  1-4  cents  per  year.  Of  the  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  lamps  lighted  with  gas,  four  hundred  and  forty-six  are 
lighted  by  the  lighters  of  the  New-York  Gas  Company,  at 
an  expense  of  two  cents  per  lamp  each  night ;  arid  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-two  are  lighted  by  the  lighters  of  the  Cor*, 
porationy  at  an  expense  of  one  cent  and  a  half  per  lamp  each 
night.  Average  number  of  lamps  lighted  by  the  New-York 
Gas  Company  during  the  time,  443 ;  cost  of  gas  for  each 
lamp  $3  19  cents. 
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Cost  of  gas  for  four  hundred  and  forty-three  is  $1413  17 


Qost  of  lighting, .  1285  50 

Glazing  Bill,  .  107  22 

Turpentine,  Oil  and  Brushes,  ...  36  18 

Gas  Companies  Bill  of  Sundries,  .  .  18  31 

Tinners  Bill, .  32  68 


$2893  06 

The  whole  expense  of  each  lamp  for  six  months  is  $6  53 
cents,  or  $13  06  1-4  cents  per  year,  which  is  two  dollars  per 
year  more  for  a  gas-lamp  than  oil,  independent  of  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  original  cost  and  expense  of  keeping  in  repair  oil 
and  gas-lamps,  posts  and  fixtures ;  the  original  cost  of  an  oil 
lamp-post,  with  lamp  complete  and  fitting  up,  is  about  $8 
25  cents  ;  the  cost  of  a  gas  lamp-post,  with  lamp  complete, 
and  fitting  up,  is  about  $27 — and  the  expense  for  repairs  is 
about  in  proportion  to  the  original  cost  of  each.  Yet,  when 
the  importance  of  having  the  city  well  lighted,  and  the  supe¬ 
riority  of  good  gas  over  oil  for  that  purpose  is  considered 
the  extra  expense  for  gas  would  seem  unimportant,  providcc 
the  object  could  by  that  means  be  obtained.  But  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  although  several  streets  and  parts  of  streets  are 
nominally  lighted  with  gas,  causes  exist  that  renders  streets 
thus  lighted,  little,  if  any  advantage  over  streets  lighted  with 
oil;  first,  the  frequent  short  supply  of  gas  furnished  for  the 
lamps  until  late  in  the  evening  after  the  stores  are  closed, 
and  the  consumption  of  gas  consequently  diminished.  Se¬ 
condly,  the  inability  of  the  undersigned  to  have  such  repairs 
as  are  almost  daily  required  to  some  of  the  conductors  (unless 
such  repairs  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation) -at¬ 
tended  to  with  that  fidelity  and  promptness  that  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  case  requires ;  and  thirdly  the  frequent  infe¬ 
riority  or  impurity  of  the  article  furnished  by  the  manufac¬ 
tory.  The  importance  of  having  the  public  streets  well 
lighted  is  acknowledged  by  all,  and  in  order  to  accomplish 


Dos,  No.  83.] 


422 


(as  far  as  could  then  be  done)  this  desirable  object,  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  City  of  New- York,  on  the  12th  day  of  May, 
1823,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  New- York  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  to  furnish  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  best  quality  of  gas 
for  all  the  Public  Lamps  they  might,  from  time  to  time,  be 
required  to  light  with  gas,  south  of  a  line  running  parallel 
with  Grand-street ;  and  in  return  for  the  advantages  contem¬ 
plated  to  be  derived  from  having  that  part  of  the  City  well 
lighted,  the  Corporation  granted  to  the  New-York  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  the  exclusive  privilege  of  laying  theirpipes,  and  vending 
gas  in  all  the  streets  south  of  said  line ;  the  whole  number  of 
public  lamps  furnished  with  gas  up  to  the  1st  September,  1835, 
(although  a  much  larger  number  had  for  several  years  been 
ordered  by  the  Common  Council  to  be  erected  and  lighted,) 
was  444,  during  a  period  of  nearly  eleven  years  from  the 
commencement  of  said  Company,  to  manufacture  gas,  since 
the  first  of  August,  1835,  two  hundred  and  forty- eight  gas 
posts  have  been  erected,  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  of 
which  are  lighted.  By  the  beforenamed  contract  with  the 
New-York  Gas  Company,  the  Corporation  agree  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  lamps,  lamp-irons,  lamp-posts,  and  fittings  up,  but 
at  no  other  expense  for  fixtures,  Conductors,  repairs,  or  on 
any  other  account  whatsoever.  From  the  particular  and  spe¬ 
cific  enumeration  of  the  several  items  for  which  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  are  properly  chargeable,  it  is  believed  that  all  expenses 
other  than  those  enumerated,  were  intended  and  so  agreed 
to  be  borne  by  the  New-York  Gas  Company,  and  that 
considerable  sums  of  money  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
paid  by  the  Corporation  for  services  which  the  New-York 
Gas  Company  were  bound  by  their  contract  to  have  paid 
themselves. 

Under  a  general  charge  for  erecting  gas-posts,  I  find  the 
Corporation  have  paid  for  tapping  the  main-pipes  of  the 
Company,  and  for  laying  the  service-pipe  from  the  mains  to 
the  lamp-posts.  This,  it  will  be  seen,  even  though  there  was 
no  eentraet  to  the  contrary,  is  a  unusual  and  entirely  extra 
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charge,  it  being  notoriously  the  custom  of  the  Company,  at 
their  own  expense,  to  bring  the  service-pipe  to  the  wall  of 
the  house  or  place  proposed  to  be  lighted,  having  been 
directed  by  the  Common  Council  to  erect  posts  in  several 
streets  designed  to  be  lighted  with  gas,  I  proceeded  agreeably 
with  the  contract  to  erect  the  posts  and  lamp-irons,  and  place 
the  lamps  therein  ;  1  then  gave  notice  to  the  company  that 
said  posts  was  ready  to  receive  the  gas,  and  requested  them 
to  furnish  it,  and  was  informed  the  Company  were  ready  to 
fur  ish  gas,  and  would  as  soon  I  should  lay  the  service-pipe 
This,  (believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Company  to  do,)  I 
positively  declined  doing,  having  waited  some  two  or  three 
weeks,  in  order  that  the  Company  might  have  time  to  con¬ 
sider,  and  commence  laying  the  service-pipe ;  aud  the  Com¬ 
pany  still  neglecting  to  do  it,  1  gave  notice  to  the  Company, 
through  their  Agent,  Mr. Morrison,  that  unless  the  Company 
should,  by  a  given  time,  commence  laying  of  the 
service-pipe,  a  prosecution  would  be  commenced  against 
them  for  a  violation  of  their  contract,  and  was  soon  after  in¬ 
formed  by  said  Morrison,  that  the  Company  had  agreed  and 
given  him  orders  to  commence  the  laying  of  said  pipe, which 
was  done,  and  the  lamps  lighted.  Here  another  difficulty 
arose,  the  Company  insisting  that  it  was  their  right  to  light 
at  an  expense  of  two  cents  per  lamp,  all  the  gas  lamps  that 
might  be  erected  ;  and,  asserting  a  determination  to  make 
the  usual  charge  for  lighting  even  though  the  larqps  should 
be  lighted  by  the  Lighters  of  the  Corporation.  Sensible  of 
the  responsibility,  and  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  honestly 
to  perform  my  duty,  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  justice  of 
the  claim  set  up  by  the  Gas  Company,  and  having  become 
convinced  that  their  claim  was  groundless,  I  decided  to  retain 
in  possession  of  the  Corporation  Lighters  the  gas-lamps  that 
1  had  erected,  and  thereby  save  to  the  Corporation  the  extra 
price  charged  to  the  Gas  Company  for  performing  that 'ser¬ 
vice,  as  the  Company  now  receive  lor  lighting  444  lamps, 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  year  more  than  would  be  paid 
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were  said  lamps  lighted  by  the  lighters  of  the  Corporation, 
by  a  bill  rendered  at  my  request,  of  all  demands  held  by  the 
New-York  Gas  Company  against  the  Corporation  of  the 
,  city  of  New-York,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1835,  are  the 
following  charges  for  cash  paid  to  John  Morrison,  for  con¬ 
necting  222  lamp-posts,  at  $L  25  cents  each,  $277  50.  If 
the  Gas  Company  have  paid  Mr.  Morrison  $277  50  cents 
for  connecting  lamp-posts,  they  have  surely  paid  such  amount 
in  their  own  wrong,  and  Mr.  Morrison  has  been  twice  paid 
for  the  said  thing.  The  Corporation  having  already  paid 
Mr.  Morrison,  as  his  bills  in  the  City  Comptroller’s  Office 
will  show,  $1  75  cents  for  erectingand  connecting  said  lamp- 
posts,  but  the  truth  appears  to  be  that  it  is  only  a  new  name 
under  which  the  Corporation  are  to  pay  for  tapping-mains 
and  laying  service-pipe.  This  being  the  first  time  although 
Mr.  Morrison  had  erected  nearly  all  the  posts  previously' 
erected,  that  any  such  charge  has  been  made  by  the  Gas 
Company,  the  price  heretofore  paid  by  the  Corporation  for 
erecting  gas-posts  was  $3  per  post ;  but  if  my  understanding 
of  the  subject  is  correct,  the  cost  of  erecting  the  present  posts, 
will  be  $1  75  cents.  In  said  bill  a  charge  is  also  made  of 
$3  per  post  for  fittings,  amounting  in  all  to  $861  32  cents. 
On  an  examination  of  the  bills  in  the  office,  I  find  that  con¬ 
siderable  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  by  the  Corporation 
for  opening  ground  and  repairing  pipes,  notwithstanding  the 
Corporation,  by  their  con’ ract  with  the  New-York  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  are  declared  to  be  exempt  from  all  charges  for  repairs  ; 
and  it  appears  from  said  bills,  that  all  repairs,  either  to  pipes 
or  posts,  have  been  charged  to  and  paid  for  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

With  regard  to  the  lamps  generally,  I  would  respectfully 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Common  Council  to  the  subject  of 
establishing  a  permanentdistance  at  which  the  lamps  should 
be  placed.  Sensible,  of  and  admonished  by  the  already 
great  and  rapidly  increasing  expenses  of  this  department,  I 
have  carefully  examined  the  present  arrangement  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Lamps,  and  am  of  the  opinion,  that  an  alteration  thereof, 
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although  it  would  add  to  the  present  expenses,  would  go  far 
to  remove  the  present  cause  of  complaint  of  the  lights  in 
the  public  streets  ;  and  I  would  therefore  suggest,  that  a  law 
be  passed,  defining  the  distance  at  which  lamps,  according 
to  the  width  of  the  streets,  should  be  placed.  Such  a  regu¬ 
lation  would  give  to  each  street  its  proper  proportion  of  light 
— regulate  the  unequal  distances  at  which  the  lamps  now 
stand,  and  give  a  uniformity  'of  light  to  the  whole.  The  v 
plan,  heretofore  pursued  in  most  of  the  wide  streets  and  ave 
nues  of  doubling  or  placing  lamps  directly  opposite  each  other 
fails,  in  my  opinion,  to  produce  the  end  designed.  The  lamps 
being  thus  placed  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  feet  apart,  and  in 
some  instances  still  farther,  emit  an  oblique  ray  of  light  of 
about  twenty-seven  feet,  leaving  the  intervening  angles  per. 
fectly  unlighted,  whereas  the  same  number  of  lamps  placbd 
on  an  angle,  would  give  an  equal  and  nearly  continuous 
body  of  light. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ALLAN  M.  SNIFFEN, 

Sup’t  of  Lamps  and  Gas. 


February  1st,  1836. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  84. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN* 

JANUARY  18th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Market  Committee ,  on  the  Petitions  fofj 
and  the  Remonstrance  against  rebuilding  Franklin 
Market ,  which  was  read ,  and  laid  on  the  Table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk, 


The  Committee  on  Markets  and  Public  Offices  and  Re¬ 
pairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  for,  and  the  re¬ 
monstrance  against  rebuilding  the  Franklin  Market. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  into  this  matter,  and  have  had 
the  parties  before  them,  they  have  also,  taken  some  pains 
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to  find  the  residence  of  the  petitioners,  and  remonstrants, 
the  result  of  their  inquiries  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

On  the  petition  for  rebuilding,  there  are  242  names. 
From  which  deduct  the  number  of  persons 
who  do  not  reside  in  the  Ward,  and  have 
no  interest  in  the  matter  as  a  Market,  77 

,  Leaving  .  .  .  .  .  "  165  persons 

Residing  in  the  Ward  who  apply  for  the  rebuilding. 


On  the  remonstrance  against  rebuilding,  there  are  40  names. 
From  which  deduct  the  number  of  persons  who 
do  not  reside  in  the  Ward,  ...  22 

Leaves  .  .  .  .  -18 

From  which  deduct  six  young  men  residing  in 
the  Wards  as  boarders  only,  ...  6 

Leaving  only . 12 


Remonstrants  who  have  families  in  the  Ward,  and,  who 
are  interested.  From  the  above  result,  your  Committee  can¬ 
not  consent  that  the  Market  shall  be  abandoned.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  it  should  be  temporarily  put  up,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  so,  when  that  part  of  the  City  shall  be 
rebuilt,  when  the  streets  shall  be  raised  and  newly  regulated, 
it  will  be  in  time  to  change  the  location  of  the  Market. 

They,  therefore,  offer  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Building,  be  in¬ 
structed  to  proceed  in  erecting  a  temporary  Market,  on  the 
site  of  the  late  Franklin  Market,  destroyed  by  fire. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 

THOMAS  L.  BRADY, 
BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND, 
ALEXANDER.STEWART, 
GEO.  CLINCH, 

EGBERT  BENSON. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-  York: 

The  Petition  of  the  Butchers,  Hucksters,  and  Fishermen, 
of  Franklin  Market,  Old  Slip) 

RESPECTFULLY  SHEWETH: 

That  by  the  destruction  of  tile  said  market,  they  have  been 
thrown  out  of  their  regular  employment  to  their  own  serious 
loss,  and  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  inhabitants  residing 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  late  market,  and  others  accus¬ 
tomed  to  deal  there  ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  your  petition¬ 
ers,  the  interest  and  convenience  of  those  persons,  and  of  all 
the  lower  part  of  the  City,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by 
rebuilding  the  said  market  as  soon  as  practicable,  on  its  for¬ 
mer  eligible  site— no  other  location,  as  your  petitioners  verily 
believe,  possessing  equal  advantages.  Your  petitioners  there¬ 
fore  earnestly  pray,  that  the  same  may  be  so  rebuilt,  and 
stands  or  places  similar  to  those  occupied  in  the  old  market, 
be  assigned  to  them,  in  such  one  as  may  be  erected. 

New-York,  January  18th,  1836. 


BOTHERS. 

Mr.  George  Meekle, 

“  Orman  Broadway, 

“  James  Weeden, 

“  William  Granger, 

“  William  Plover, 

“  George  Morkell,  Jr., 
“  Thomas  Glover, 

“  Charles  Hopper, 


HUCKSTERS. 

Mrs.  E.  Packer, 

M.  Hardgrove, 
■**  E.  McMurray, 
“  H.  Brennen, 
eishermen. 

Mr.  J.  Moon, 

“  D.ELamb, 

“  C.  Harsen, 


To  the  Honorable  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-  York 
in  Common  Council  convened: 

Your  Petitioners  respectfully  pray,  that  your  Honorable 
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body  will  carry  into  operation  the  resolution  passed  by  both 
boards,  for  erecting  a  a  new  Market  House  on  the  old  site, 
in  Old  Slip,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  on  the  16th  of 
last  month,  known  as  the  Franklin  Market. 

A  market  in  the  First  Ward  is  a  very  great  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  who  live  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city. 
They  therefore  pray  that  your  Honorable  body  will  cause  a 
new  market  to  be  erected  on  the  old  foundation  of  the  Frank- 


lin  Market,  in  Old  Slip. 

New-York,  4th  January, 

1836. 

James  Boyd,  Jr. 

Henry  J.  Wyckoff, 

Wm.  H.  Walsh, 

James  B.  Wilson, 

D.  S.  Kennedy, 

J.  A.  Hamilton, 

T.  Bull,  Jr. 

Jeromus  Johnson, 

Thomas  Williams, 

Arnold  W.  Ellis, 

John  Chambly, 

John  Willing, 

Henry  Suydam, 

Lora  Nash, 

Peter  J.  Mead, 

J.  D.  Beers, 

Luman  Reed, 

John  H.  Gardner, 

Joria  Sturges, 

William  Stewart, 

Jacob  Rosevelt, 

Archibald  Rogers, 

John  Turner, 

T.  L.  Ogden, 

David  Ogden, 

Alfred  Edwards, 

J.  S,  Schermerhorn, 

Robert  Donaldson, 

Israel  Russell, 

J.  E,  Burrill, 

William  G.  Herriman, 

H.  Morse, 

W.  Burritt, 

David  Earl, 

M.  Burk, 

James  Tompson, 

Shnford  Cobb,  Jr. 

John  Ogden, 

Charles  C.  St.  John, 

James  Donaldson, 

Andrew  Foster, 

Jacob  P.  Girard, 

Peter  J.  Nevius, 

Simon  Male, 

B.  B.  Yan  Nortwick, 

Jacob  D.  Fowler, 

George  W.  Wells, 

J.  Suydam, 

0,  Cobb, 

John  A.  Manning, 
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Peter  Rowe, 

O.  J.  Young, 

Daniel  Jackson, 
Isaac  T.  Storm, 
Henry  Cotheal, 
Edward  H.  Kiole, 

H.  N.  Ferris, 

P.  Merrick, 

Moses  Taylor, 
Tucker  &  Lauries, 
E.  J.  Sanderson, 
Abraham  A.  Slover, 

D.  Cockran, 

James  H.  Kellam, 

J.  Warren, 

Abiel  Abbot, 

H.  K.  Skelding, 
H.F.  Reed, 

Samuel  Bassett, 

J.  Brown, 

Middleton  &  Co. 
Lewis  Wilkinson, 
John  Dunn, 

M.  C.  Edwards, 
James  L.  Wood, 
Franeis  H.  Abbot, 
William  Dodge, 
John  Delmonico, 
Peter  A.  Delmonico, 
W.  C.  Maitland, 

E.  A.  Brinckerhoff, 
John  Webster, 
Lewis  Curtis, 
Augustus  Wynkoop, 
John  Sharp, 
Nesmith  &  Leeds, 


George  Jones, 

N.  Bache, 

Ezra  Lewis, 

Lewis  Tappan, 
Richard  Yan  Duzer, 
R.  Lenox, 

J.  F.  Sheafe,  , 

John  L.  Fendall, 
Calvin  Balis, 

W.  F.  Bishop, 

David  Beache, 
Cornelius  DuBois, 
Joseph  Martin, 

J.  M.  Cary, 

E.  W.  Dunham, 
Henry  Overing, 

J.  P.  Tooker, 

C.  C.  Tunis, 

F.  Ayres  &  Co. 

E.  F.  Ayres, 

Benjamin  Y.  Yarrick, 
H.  Rodermond, 
Nicholas  F.  Dullagur, 
Bement  &  Co.  W.  B. 
Richard  J.  Holmes, 
Nicholas  Cody, 

E.  &  J.  Herrick, 

David  Meeker, 

George  Wetsell, 
Robert  Maitland, 

Mrs.  L.  Street, 

Oliver  Burnes, 
Thomas  Ferris, 
Richard  Stillwell, 

John  Steward, 

W.  E.  Maitland, 
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Tunis  Quick, 

E.  Riggs, 

Samuel  B.  Warner, 

R.  T.  Haines, 

Stephen  Johnson, 

T.  Bramson, 

Henry  Mathar, 

W.  Gouverneur, 

Moses  S.  Little, 

A.  Laraway,  Jr. 
Edward  In  net, 

James  Ward, 

P.  Coyle, 

John  G.  Abings, 
Lawrence  Deforest, 
Theodore  R.  De  Forest, 
Horace  Hitchcock, 

John  Davis, 

Palmer.  Sumner, 

Henry  Smith, 

James  MacMurphy, 
John  Miller, 

J.  Watts, 

James  Geo.  Stacey, 
Henry  D.  DeWald, 
George  Abbe, 

J.  W.  Sillcocks, 

Robert  G.  Davis, 

Joseph  H.  Baume, 

John  Bishop, 

Thomas  V.  Lawson, 
Thomas  Hall, 

James  Lochard, 

Steuben  M.  Bailey, 

John  Sayre, 

John  Savage, 


D.  H.  Schmidt, 

B.  C.  Gale, 

P.  H.  Giraud, 

William  Fitch, 

Patrick  MeGaughran, 
John  Imigan, 

Margaret  Baker, 

Wm.  Tallman,  Jr. 
Wm.  E.  Mathews, 
James  McAdam, 

Philip  C.  Johnson, 
Henry  L.  Pierson, 
James  Stephens, 

James  Lynch, 

Henry  Rahnce, 
William  Banks, 

Hiram  Dixon, 

Miller  &  Banker, 

H.  Hebarn, 

John  H.  Hoagland, 
Benj.  Farrington, 
Jeremiah  F.  Randolph, 
Bernard  Graham, 

John  Slossotl, 

Isaac  Jones, 

A.  Decker, 

James  C.  Frazer, 

David  McGee, 

Joseph  Theallj  , 
Calvin  Swezey,  . 
Jacob  Pitts, 

Jacob  Gurson, 

Jonathan  Stephens, 
Thomas  Ryan, 

Elihu  Willister, 
Benjamin  Higginson, 
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George  C.  Moore, 

Richard  Delafield, 

William  Bassett, 

B.  Johns, 

H.  Tooker, 

Edward  Smylie, 

Thomas  Betts, 

W.  C.  Whipple, 

John  Whipple, 

Wm.  P.  Hemmin, 

John  Goodman, 

Charles  Ritchie, 

James  Maguire, 

Phillip  Odell, 

Abraham  Lawrie, 

Ananias  Downing, 

Henry  Whitfield, 

Charles  F.  Hewett, 

Benjamin  Shamburg, 

Robert  Small, 

Amos  Cheney,  Jr. 

Michael  McIntyre, 

Henry  J.  Doycock, 

J  Wm.  Randort, 

E.  D.  Smith, 

C.  L.  Smith, 

John  W.  Bettes, 

Charles  Griffen, 

Samuel  Lockwood, 

John  M.  Weeks, 

Charles  Davis, 

Abraham  Valentine, 

M.  Rooney, 

H.  Reinhard, 

Charles  Doans, 

Peter  Swan, 

Joseph  Gale, 

Moses  Powell, 

James  Keenan, 

William  Wood, 

Worthy  Riordan, 

Charles  L.  Young, 

William  Rodman, 

William  Harrison, 

Isaac  Smith, 

Wm.  Dubourdieu. 

To  the  Honorable  Corporation  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New-  York : 

The  subscribers,  your  memorialists  respectfully  beg  leave 
to  call  your  attention  to  a  resolution  passed  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  2d  inst.,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  owning 
property  in  the  burnt  District ;  wherein  it  was  tmanimous- 
ly  resolved,  respectfully  to  remonstrate  against  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  Franklin  Market  in  Old  Slip,  temporarily  or  per¬ 
manently.  Your  memorialists  see  no  necessity  for  its  im¬ 
mediate  xq-q rection,  nor  do  they  believe  that  any  Market 
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is  required  in  that  vicinity ;  they,  therefore,  respectfully  sug¬ 
gest  that  your  Honorable  body  may  assign  the  Eastern 
Wing  of  the  Fulton  Market  now  vacant,  or  such  other 
place  as  your  wisdom  may  dictate,  for  the  use  of  the 
butchers  and  hucksters  who  attended  Franklin  Market  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  conflagration.  Your  memorialists  deeming  the 
present  a  favorable  opportunity  to  rid  themselves  and  the 
District,  of  an  unsightly  edifice,  and  positive  nuisance , 
earnestly  refer  the  subject  to  yctur  Honorable  body,  praying 
you  to  give  it  such  immediate  consideration  as  the  subject 
requires. 

New- York,  4cth  January ,  1836. 


IMPROVEMENTS  IN  BURNT  DISTRICT. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  those  interested  in  the  con¬ 
templated  improvements  within  the  burnt  District,  held 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  at  the  City  Hall,  January  2d, 
1836. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  report  upon  the  style  and  man¬ 
ner  of  building,  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  of  15, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  report  to  a  future  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  15,  upon  streets  having 
been  read,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  taken  up  by  Sections,  referring 
to  the  map  made  by  Bridges,  for  the  owners  of  lots. 

§  1.  Recommending  the  widening  of  Water-street  upon 
the  southerly  side  to  fifty  feet ;  was  referred  to  those  inte¬ 
rested  in  the  street. 

§  2.  Opening  a  new  street  by  continuing  Coenties  Alley 
from  Coenties  Slip  to  William-street,  forty  feet  in  width,  the 
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widening  to  be  on  the  easterly,  was  amended  by  recommend¬ 
ing  the  opening  of  said  street  of  forty  feet  in  width,  leaving 
it  to  the  Common  Council  to  fix  the  lines  on  either  side  of 
said  Alley. 

§  3.  The  widening  of  Pearl-street  upon  the  northerly  side, 
between  Coenties  Slip  and  Old  Slip,  so  as  not  to  be  less 
than  forty  feet  throughout ;  adopted  unanimously. 

§  4.  The  widening  of  Pearl-street,  between  Hanover 
Square  and  Wall-street  upon  the  northerly  side,  so  as  not 
to  be  less  than  forty-five  feet  at  any  point  therein ;  adop¬ 
ted  by  a  great  majority. 

§5.  The  widening  of  William-street  upon  the  easterly 
side,  between  Exchange  Place  and  Hanover  Square,  so  as 
not  to  be  less  than  forty  feet  throughout,  and  the  straighten¬ 
ing  of  the  ljne  of  William-street  at  its  intersection  with 
Beaver-street ;  adopted  unanimously. 

§  6.  The  straightening  the  westerly  line  of  Hanover-street, 
between  Merchant-street  and  Exchange  Place  and  the  wi¬ 
dening  of  Exchange,  Place  from  Hanover-street  to  Broad- 
street,  so  as  to  be  forty  feet  throughout,  according  to  the  red 
lines  upon  said  map,  was  amended  by  recommending  the 
widening  without  reference  to  the  lines  drawn  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  adopted  nis  amended. 

§  7.  That  a  new  street  be  opened  by  continuing  Beaver- 
street  from  William-street,  forty  feet  in  width  to  Pearl-street 
near  Wall-street,  taking  off  a  few  feet  at  the  corner  of  Pearl 
and  Wall  streets ;  and  the  closing  of  so  much  of  Merchant- 
street,  as  would  not  be  embraced  in  the  projected  new  street 

On  motion,  that  the  7th  Section  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  be  concurred  in,  it  was  upon  a  count 
declared  to  be  lost— twenty-seven  voting  in  the  affirmative 
and  twenty-nine  in  the  negative. 

It  was,  then  on  motion,  Resolved ,  To  recommend  the 
continuation  of  Exchange  Place  forty  feet  in  width  from 
Hanover-street  to  Pearl-street : 
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And  it  was  also  on  motion,  further  Resolved ,  .To  recom¬ 
mend  the  widening  0f  Merchant-street  to  forty  feet  from 
William-street,  to  intersect  the  projected  extension  of  Ex¬ 
change  Place. 

The  whole  report  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

By  Alderman  Cebra  : 

Resolved  by  this  meeting ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
rebuild  the  Franklin  Market,  and  that  a  respectful  memo¬ 
rial  be  drawn  up  for  signatures  to  be  presented  to  the 
Honorable  the  Corporation,  with  a  request  that  they  sus¬ 
pend  building,  and  recommend  the  removal  of  the  butch¬ 
ers  and  hucksters  to  the  East  Wing  of  the  Fulton  Mar¬ 
ket  now  vacant;  carried  unanimously. 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  fifteen  on  Improvements 
be  sustained  in  the  responsibilities  they  may  have  incurred 
in  procuring  maps  and  surveys  and  profiles  for  a  new 
grade  of  the  streets  with  more  regular  descent,  and  also 
for  other  expenses ;  and  that  a  Finance  Committee  of  five: 
be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  assess  and  collect  from  the 
owners  of  lots  to  pay  said  expenses,  with  power  to  add 
and  fill  vacancies;  whereupon,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  appointed  a  Finance  Committee. 

BURR  WAKEMAN, 

COL.  PENTZ, 

P.  BRINKERHOOF, 

G.  G.  HOWLAND, 

JOHN  R.  PITKIN. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proceedings  be  signed  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Secretaries,  and  presented  to  the  Honorable  the 
Common  Council,  on  Monday  evening  next,  and  also,  that 
they  be  published. 

JNO.  R.  PETERS,  Chairman . 

Henry  Brevort,  Jr.,  }  ~  ,  . 

J.  P.  Phoenix,  \  Secretaries. 
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John  Yates  Cebra, 

J.  Phillips  Phoenix, 

D.  A.  Phoenix, 

F.  M.  Babcock, 
Stephen  Whitney, 
Whitney  &  Storm, 
John  W.  Towt, 
William  Aymar, 
Edward  Tunis, 
Doughty,  Dibber  &  Co. 
Henry  H.  Elliott, 

Ira  Smith, 

F.  B.  Cuming, 

F.  S.  Luqueer, 

Fredc.  Pentz, 

B.  W.  Ackerman, 

Saltus  &  Co. 

Wm.  H.  Phists, 

Marsh  &  Compton, 
Abraham  Yan  Nest, 

A.  P.  Hamlin, 


D.  Cotheal, 

John  Pentz, 

Jonathan  Goodhue, 

Per  F.  B.  Curney,  (by 
Mr.  G’s  authority, ) 

Rich’d.  Y.  W  .Thorne  &  Co. 
David  Smith, 

Richard  Suydam, 

N.  Taylor, 

Rob.  Dickey, 

Anson  Blake, 

J.  &  A.  &  W.  B.  Post, 
James  McCall, 

James  Strong, 

Robert  Ray, 

Charles  A.  Jackson, 
Musgard  Howes, 

Robert  Smith, 

B.  Aymar  &  Co. 

Stokes  &  Baker, 

William  W.  Todd. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  85. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  and  Streets,  together 
with  the  Street  Commissioner ,  presented  the  following 
Report  on  the  Petitions  for  laying  out  a  Public  Square 
at  the  House  of  Refuge ,  which  was  read ,  laid  on  the 
table ,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Streets,  and  the  Street  Commissioner,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens,  freeholders, 
praying  the  Common  Council  to  take  the  proper  measures 
for  designating  and  setting  apart  a  suitable  location  for  a 
Public  Square,  and  recommending  for  that  purpose  the  pre- 
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sent  site  of  the  House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents, 
and  the  adjacent  grounds,  and  also  a  resolution  presented 
by  the  President  of  the  Board,  referring  to  the  same  subject,  • 
and  directing  the  Committee  ,to  report  the  quantity  of  land 
now  owned  by  the  Corporation  at  and  near  the  House  of 
Refuge,  and  further  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  setting 
apart  this  location  for  the  future  public  grounds,  together 
with  sundry  remonstrances  which  have  been  presented  by 
some  of  the  parties  interested,  against  such  proposed  mea¬ 
sures,  and,  on  all  which  the  Committee 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

The  very  important  interests  involved  in  the  propositions 
made  by  the  petitioners,  and  further  contained  in  the  reso¬ 
lution  offered,  have  necessarily  demanded,  and  consequently 
received,  from  the  Committee  a  long  and  anxious  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  and  this  was  the  more  required,  not  only  from  the  very 
large  pecuniary  considerations  connected  therewith,  amount¬ 
ing,  probably,  to  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  but  also  from  the  proposed  unchangable  char¬ 
acter  of  the  line  of  policy  to  be  adopted  in  selecting  a  site 
on  which  hereafter  to  erect  the  great  public  buildings  requi¬ 
site  for  the  transaction  of  the  extended  municipal  concerns 
of  this  immensely  populous  and  rapidly  increasing  city. 
And  in  order  the  better  to  become  possessed  of  all  the  lights 
attainable  on  this  subject,  the  Committee  have,  on  various 
occasions,  conferred  with  the  partie’s  immediately  interested, 
both  in  the  land  required  for  this  purpose,  and  also  in  that 
which  will  probably  be  charged  by  way  of  assessment  to 
contribute  thereto,  and  have  carefully  noted  the  several 
representations  made  by  them  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  general  proposition 
offered  in  the  petitions,  viz :  The  setting  apart  for  public 
uses  and  requirements,  suitable  locations  for  squares  and 
places, “there  cannot  be  the  smallest  doubt..  The  experience 
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of  the  last,  ten  years,  has,  in  a  more  particular  manner, 
shown  in  various  points  of  view,  the  great  advantages  re¬ 
sulting  from  their  adoption.  They  beautify  and  embellish 
those  particular  sections  where  they  have  been  formed,  and 
by  the  rapid  appreciation  in  value  of  the  surrounding  pro¬ 
perty,  most  abundantly  remunerate  the  cost  of  forming  them. 
Public  opinion  is  so  universally  in  affirmation  of  this  point, 
the  Committee  believe  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  dwell 
upon  it. 

In  respect  to  the  special  place  mentioned  in  the  petition 
as  a  suitable  site  to  be  set  apart  for  public  uses,  viz :  The 
grounds  at  present  occupied  by  the  House  of  Refuge  for 
juvenile  delinquents,  and  the  adjacent  lands,  the  Committee, 
with  a  view  of  having  the  subject  more  fully  brought  before 
them,  caused  a  map  to  be  made  (and  which  is  herewith  pre¬ 
sented.)  This  map  exhibits  the  land  lying  between  23d 
and  28th  streets,  and  from  the  Eastern  Post  road,  to  the 
Bloomingdale  road,  as  being  that  land  which  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  as  the  great  public  square.  This  plot  contains 
about  seventeen  acres,  of  which  about  five  acres  are  owned 
in  fee  by  the  city,  and  are  at  present  occupied  by  the  House 
of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents,  on  special  agreements 
between  the  Corporation  of  the  city  and  the  Managers  of 
that  Institution.  Trie  remaining  twelve  acres  are  owned  by 
various  individuals,  and  in  the  event  of  forming  the  square, 
must  be  obtained,  either  by  purchase  from  them,  or  by  the 
usual  operations  of  law,  as  other  squares  have  been  taken. 

It  is  stated,  and  the  Committee  think  an  examination  of 
the  map  will  confirm  the  statement,  that  the  geographical 
position  of  this  plot  of  ground  renders  it  peculiarly  appro- 
,  pnate  for  a  public  square.  It  is  nearly  central  between  the 
two  rivers,  a  little  over  two  miles  from  the  present  City  Hall, 
and  is  just  above  the  junction  of  Broadway  and  the  Bowery, 
those  two  great  thoroughfares  leading  from  the  densely 
populated  parts  of  the  city,  thus  bringing  together  two  great 
lines  of  travel ;  and  it  is  also  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
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the  Bloomingdale  and  Eastern  post  roads,  which,  leading 
inward,  unite  at  23d  street :  thus  showing  that  this  piece  of 
land  is  more  conveniently  situated  for  a  great  public  square, 
than  any  other  to  be  found. 

The  objections  which  have  been  made  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  are  few  in  number  and  do  not  appear  to  atfect  the 
main  or  principal  ground  on  which  the  question  rests.  Some 
of  the  objectors  only  wish  the  matter  postponed  until  a 
chancery  suit,  in  which  they  are  at  present  engaged,  touch¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  land  in  question,  shall  be  disposed  of. 
Others  allege  that  if  the  land  be  now  taken,  they  will  be 
paid  only  its  present  value,  and  not  what  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  worth  some  years  hence ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that 
if  it  be  now  appropriated  for  public  use,  they  ought  to  be 
paid  at  its  prospective  future  value,  instead  of  its  present 
market  price ;  and  one  owner  remonstrates  against  having 
any  square,  as  being  useless.  With  respect  to  the  most  of 
the  objections  they  have  heard,  the  Committee  think  they 
would  be  more  properly  referable  to  Commissioners  of  Esti¬ 
mate  and  Assessment,  when  appointed  ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  others,  they  do  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  appear  of  sufficient  importance  to  interpose  any  bar  to 
this  proceeding,  or  to  delay  its  progress. 

It  has  been  before  observed  that  the  land  proposed  to  form 
this  square,  contains  about  seventeen  acres :  of  which,  five 
acres  belong  at  present  to  the  Corporation,  and  twelve  to 
individual  owners  ;  and  it  has  been  suggested,  that  in  the 
event  of  consummating  this  project,  it  might  be  equitable  to 
pay  from  the  city  funds,  the  amount  requisite  to  purchase 
the  lands  as  far  up  as  27th  street,  being  about  five  acres 
more ;  leaving  the  residue,  being  about  seven  acres,  to  be 
paid  for  by  assessment  on  the  surrounding  property,  and 
with  a  stipulation  that  this  last  mentioned  land,  between 
27th  and  28th  streets,  should  always  remain  as  public  ground, 
only,  and  that  whatever  public  buildings  may  hereafter  be 
constructed  on  the  square,  should  be  placed  south  of  27th 
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street;  and  in  this  way  insure  to  the  owners  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  land,  the  full  and  uninterrupted  use  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the ,  considerations  for  which  the  assessments  on 
them  might  be  made.  Although  the  Committee  entertain  a 
favorable  opinion  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  relating  to 
this  last  mentioned  proposition,  they  do  not  feel  called  upon 
at  this  time  to  difccuss  this  particular  point,  having  full  con¬ 
fidence  that  if  these  proceedings  go  on  to  consummation, 
full  and  impartial  justice  will  be  done  to  all  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned. 

'  With  respeet  to  that  part  of  the  subject  committed  t'o  them 
con  cerning  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  whether  in  the  event  of 
the  square  being  formed,  it  is  desirable  or  expedient  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  occupation  of  that  part  of  it  now  held  by  them, 
the  Committee  beg  to  say,  they  very  fully  appreciate  the 
excellence  of  the  institution,  viewing  it  aspminently  salutary 
in  its  operation,  and  they  hold  in  high  estimation  the  lauda¬ 
ble  and  praiseworthy  motives  of  the  very  respectable  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  are  its  conductors,  and  whose  indefatigable  zeal 
has  so  largely  contributed  to  the  beneficial  results  flowing 
therefrom.  But  still  they  are  compelled  to  say,  they  think 
the  time  has  arrived,,  which  renders  it  necessary  for  the 
public  authorities  to  consider  on  this  expediency  ,  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  more  suitable  location  for  this  institution,  with  all 
convenient  speed,  for  it  is  not  to  he  denied,  that  the  presence 
of  its  prison  like  buildings  and  its  massive  and  gloomy  walls, 
operates  with  material  force  in  depreciating  the  value  of  the 
surrounding  property,  and  the  Committee  cannot  but  ex¬ 
press  the  opinion  that  it  is  quite  expedient  to  cause  its  remo¬ 
val  to  some  situation  more  distant  from  the  populous  part  of 
the  city,  where  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  dis. 
cipline,  may  still  he  experienced  without  the  evils  which,  (it 
must  be  admitted)  are  now  felt  by  the  owners  of  real  estate 
in  its  vicinity. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  also,  that  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  and  as  far  as  the  public  treasury  may  be  affected  by 
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the  laying  out  of  this  square,  it  is  thought  that  by  judicious 
management,  it  perhaps  may  be  accomplished  without  much, 
if&ny  permanent  outlay  of  the  public  funds.  The  city  authori¬ 
ties  own  about  30  acres  of  land  but  a  short  distance  above 
where  it  is  proposed  to  locate  this  square,  and  if  the  same 
results  follow  this  operation,  as  have  heretofore  been  found 
in  similar  cases,  viz :  a  large  appreciation  of  value  in  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  lands,  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  sale  at  advanced 
prices  may  be  made  of  a  sufficiency  of  the  public  lands  ad¬ 
jacent,  to  defray  that  part  of  the  expense  chargeable  on  the 
city,  for  the  purchase  of  so  much  laud  as  would  be  requisite 
to  complete  the  ten  acres  up  to  27th-street,  and  in  this  way 
it  would  be  but  a  change  of  so  much  of  the  public  domain, 
without  any  actual  and  permanent  disbursement  of  money. 

It  may  also  be  further  observed,  that  the  very  large  amount 
of  interest  held  by  the  public  in  the  lands  and  buildings  at 
Bellevue,  may,  and  probably  will  be,  materially  affected  by 
the  result  of  this  question. 

Already  has  it  been  thought  advisable  to  consider  on  the 
necessity  of  preparing  for  the  removal  of  this  great  establish¬ 
ment  to  some  more  suitable  place,  and  to  dispose  of  all  the 
lands  now  occupied  by  it,  by  reason  of  the  increasing  popu¬ 
lation  approaching  closely  to  it,  and  also,  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  appreciation  in  value  of  the  land  composing  it ; 
and  it  is  even  now  ascertained,  that  the  improvements  by 
wharfingand  filling  up,  now  going  on  and  nearly  completed 
there,  will  produce  more  than  double  their  cost  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  believe,  that  the  establishment 
of  this  proposed  great  square  and  site  for  public  buildings, 
will  very  materially  and  beneficially  operate  on  the  value  of 
the  Bellevue  lands,  when  the  proper  time  arrives  for  their 
disposal. 
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They  further  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  an  examination 
of  the  accompanying  map,  it  will  be  seen,  the  formation  of 
the  proposed  public  place,  will  close  up  some  parts  of  24th, 
25th,  26th,  and  27th-streets,  and  of  the  Fifth  Avenue,  and 
the  intermediate  street,  between  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nues,  so  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  wheel  carriages  through 
the  square,  leaving  at  all  times  free  access  for  passengers 
through  the  openings  of  the  gates  which  will  be  placed  op¬ 
posite  these  streets  and  Avenue  respectively. 

In  other  public  squares  now  laid  out  in  the  city,  the  same 
regulations  are  observed,  without  producing  any  complaints 
of  inconvenience,  and  the  Committee  do  not  see  any  reason 
to  believe  it  would  arise  here,  unless  it  were  in  the  case  of 
closing  up  that  part  of  the  Fifth  Avenue,  which  might  per¬ 
haps  be  objected  to,  as  shutting  up  one  of  the  leading  Ave¬ 
nues  into  the  city.  If  this  should  be  so,  it  is  not  believed 
that  this  would  altogether  materially  interfere  with  the  plan 
of  the  square,  should  the  Fifth  Avenue  be  continued  down 
to  23d-street ;  still  they  think  the  plan  in  its  present  shape, 
preferable. 

From  the  foregoing  detailed  statement  of  facts  and  reason¬ 
ing  thereon,  it  will  be  seen,  the  Committee  are  in  favor  of 
the  leading  points  of  the  plan,  leaving  all  the  incidental  de¬ 
tails  to  be  hereafter  settled,  if  the  Common  Council  decide 
affirmatively  as  to  the  main  question,  and  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing. 

Resolved ,  That  the  public  interest  requires  the  laying  out 
and  forming  a  public  square  or  place  to  extend  from  23d  to 
28th-street,  and  from  the  Bloomingdale  Road  to  the  eastern 
poast-road,  according  to  the  map  accompanying  this  report, 
and  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  is  hereby  instructed  to 
prepare  a  proper  memorial  and  bill,  for  an  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  at  its  present  session, 
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for  the  passage  of  a  law,  authorizing  the  necessary  alteration 
in  the  map  or  plan  of  the  city,  to  conform  thereto. 

All  which  is  submitted  by, 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on 

JOHN  W.  LAMB,  V  Public  Lands 

SILAS  M.  S  TIL  WELL,  )  and  Places. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

>  Committee  on  Streets. 


GEORGE  B.  SMITH,  Street  Commissioner . 


DOCUMENT  KTO,  86. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committees  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  and 
Markets ,  on  the  Resolution  relative  to  applying  to  the 
Legislature  for  an  Act  to  vest  the  title  of  the  property 
between  Water  and  South-streets ,  and  east  of  Pike  Slip, 
in  the  Corporation  of  this  City ,  which  was  read,  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committees  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  and  Markets? 
to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  resolution,  directing  them 
to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  applying  to  the  Legislature 
for  a  law  to  vest  in  the  Corporation  of  this  city,  the  undivided 
two-thirds  of  the  piece  of  ground  between  Pike  and  Rutgers 
streets,  of  which  the  Corporation  now  owns  one  undivided 
third. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  the  property  in  question  lies  between  the  lines  of 
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"Water-street  and  South-street,  and  extends  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  o.nd  eighteen  feet  eleven  inches, easterly  from  the  easterly 
side  of  Pike  Slip.  It  belonged  to  the  estate  of  John  F.  Del- 
aplaine,  as  a  water-right  or  grant,  and  was  purchased  at  a 
sale  made  by  the  assignees  of  said  estate,  by  Doctor  Samuel 
Ackerly,  Perez  Jones,  and  Zebedee  Ring,  in  common.  In 
July, 1834,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council, 
by  a  number  of  owners  of  property,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Seventh  Ward,  urging  the  Corporation  to  purchase  this 
property,  with  a  view  of  enlarging  aud  improving  the  Slips 
in  that  Ward,  and  on  examining  this  subject,  at  that  time,  it 
was  considered,  that  when  this  property  should  be  filled  up 
between  Water-street  and  South-street,  and  new  piers  ex¬ 
tended  from  South-street  into  the  River,  it  would  afford  the 
most  eligible  site  for  such  a  public  market  as  would  soon  be 
required  in  that  part  of  the  city.  With  these  views  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  purchase  the  said  premises,  but  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Ring  declined  selling  their  undivided  shares,  and 
the  Corporation  could  only  obtain  the  interest  of  Doctor 
Ackerly.  This  purchase  was  made  about  a  year  ago,  since 
which  time  the  premises  have  been  filled  in,  and  the  bulk¬ 
head  made.  The  Corporation  are  now  tenants  in  common 
with  Messrs.  Jones  and  Ring,  and  those  gentlemen  have 
lately  signified  to  the  Common  Council  their  wish  that  a  par¬ 
tition  should  be  made,  so  as  to  set  off  to  the  parties  respec¬ 
tively,  their  shares  in  severalty. 

The  resolution  referred  to  these  committees  presents  the 
following  proposition,-  viz.  that  the  whole  of  this  property  is 
necessary  for  a  public  market,  and  therefore  that  measures 
should  be  taken  to  vest  the  whole  title  thereof  in  the  Cor¬ 
poration  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  certain  that  a  new  and  more  extensive  market  than 
the  present  Catharine  Market,  should  be  established  in 
that  part,  of  the  city,  and  your  Committees  believe  that  the 
general  wish  of  the  inhabitants  interested  in  this  question, 
points  to  this  property  as  presenting  the  fittest  location  for 
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such  new  market.  The  fact  that  the  Corporation  already 
owns  one-third  of  this  property,  affords  an  argument  in 
favor  of  appropriating  it  for  that  purpose,  if  no  preponde¬ 
rating  objection  should  exist  against  such  a  selection ;  but 
independent  of  that  circumstance,  the  Committees  are  en¬ 
tirely  satisfied  that  the  property  in  question  is  better  adapt¬ 
ed  than  any  other  in  the  neighborhood  for  such  purpose ; 
and  that  public  convenience  requires  that  it  should  be  so 
appropriated.  If  they  are  correct  in  this  opinion,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  Common  Council  should  take  early 
measures  to  carry  the  said  improvement  into  effect — and 
the  first  step  is  to  obtain  a  law  authorising  the  Supreme 
Court  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  estimate  the  compensa¬ 
tion  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  remaining  undivided 
two-thirds.  If  these  proceedings  be  delayed,  measures  may 
be  first  taken  by  Messrs.  Jones  and  Ring,  to  effect  a  parti¬ 
tion,  and  buildings  may  be  erected  upoh  that  part  of  the 
property  which  by  such  partition  would  become  the  sepa¬ 
rate  share  of  those  gentlemen.  The  consequence  of  this 
would  be  that  the  Corporation  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
such  improvements,  in  addition  to  the  land,  or  select  some 
other  site  less  eligible  for  the  contemplated  market. 

With  these  views  therefore  the  Committees  do  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  : 

Resolved ,  That  application  be  made  to  the  present  Legis¬ 
lature  for  an  act  to  vest  the  title  of  the  said  premises  entirely 
in  the  Corporation  of  this  city,  and  that  a  draught  of  such 
an  act,  together  with  a  suitable  memorial  for  its  passage,  be 
prepared  by  the  Counsel,  and  forwarded  to  the  Legislature 
without  delay. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Public 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  ^  Lands  and  Places. 

J  OHN  I.  LABAGH,  )  Committee 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  C  on 
JOHN  DELAMATER,  )  Market*, 
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BO  AMD  OF  ALDEEMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


The  following  Communication  was  received  from  the 
Mayor ,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Justice  Lownds, 
with  a  statement  showing  the  increase  of  complaints  at 
the  Police  Office-,  which  was  referred  to  the  Police  Com¬ 
mittee  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New- York,  Feb.  15, 1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  Mr.  Justice  Lownds, 
with  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  complaints 
at  the  Police  Office ;  showing  a  very  great  increase  within 
a  few  years  past. 


C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
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New- York,  February  11, '1836. 

To  the  Hon.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  Mayor  of  the  city 

of  New- York. 

Sir:  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  the  enclosed 
statement  to  your  honor,  believing  that  the  information  it 
contains,  showing  the  great  increase  of  business  in  the  Po¬ 
lice  department,  might  be  useful  to  the  Common  Council  in 
any  contemplated  improvement  or  reorganization  of  that 
department. 

,  The  statement  contains, 

1st.  The  number  of  complaints  made  at  the  Police  Offi¬ 
ces,  and  acted  upon  during  the  years  1814, 1824,  1834,  and 
1835.  This  is  exclusive  of  all  the  Watch  returns  and  the 
great  number  of  complaints  that  have  been  dismissed  for 
insufficiency  of  testimony,  or  been  deemed  frivolous;  as 
also  complaints  between  masters  and  apprentices,  which  I 
regret  to  state  have  much  increased. 

2d.  The  number  of  prisoners  returned  by  the  Watch 
during  the  years  1834  and  1835. 

3d.  The  number  of  vagrants  committed  at  the  Police 
Offices  during  the  years  1834  and  1835. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  LOWNDS. 


January, 

February, 

March, 


April, 

May, 

June, 


July, 

x4ugust, 


October, 


(!•) 


(2.)  1814. 


Returns,)  for  the  years 


1824.  ' 


170 

141 

189 

200 

210 

223 

500 

259 
265 
-,  192 

633 

185 
*,  144 
■,  148 

716 

477 

2326 

176 

225 

207 


239 

314 

308 


418 

328 

322 


231 

249 

216 


608 


861 


1068 


696 


1834. 


3233 


553 

554 
619 


682 

804 

840 


973 

906 

856 


702 

578 

652 


1726 


2326 


2735 


1932 


871911 


t  the  Police 

Number  of 

prisoners 

Number  of  commit- 

f  the  Watch 

returned  by  the  watch, 

ments  for 

vagrancy, 

for  the 

years 

for  the 

years 

I  1835. 

1834. 

1835. 

1834. 

1835. 

581 

459 

497 

67 

81 

467 

560 

334 

63 

56 

1  666 

541 

362 

103 

62 

1714 

1560 

1193 

233 

199 

709 

407 

374 

66 

58 

917 

413 

395 

115 

82 

1067 

404 

507 

83 

102 

2693 

1224 

1276 

264 

242 

1197 

556 

484 

103 

120 

1108 

519 

498 

90 

76 

986 

549 

484 

89 

81 

3291 

1624 

1466 

282 

277 

979 

459 

513 

119 

144 

762 

457 

471 

97 

76 

729 

504 

501 

101 

94 

2470 

1420 

1485 

317 

314 

1 

10168 

5828 

5420 

1096 

1032, 

Increase  of  complaints  from  1814  to  1824,  907. — 10  years.  Decrease  in  Watch  Returns 

“  “  from  1824  to  1834,  5,486.  do  from  1834  to  1835,  408. 

u  “  from  1834  to  1835,  1,449. — 1  year. 

(1.)  This  statement  shows  only  the  number  of  complaints  on  which  process  has  been  issued,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  large  number  of  complaints  dismissed  as  frivolous,  or  for  want  of  sufficient  testimony. 

(2.)  In  1814  the  Magistrates  and  Clerks  of  the  Police  received  the  fees  of  Office ;  in  1821  they 
were  made  salary  officers. 


BOOTEf  3KT  NO.  S3- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the  An¬ 
nual  Report  of  the  Bank  for  Savings.  Which  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  15th  February,  1836. 
Gentlemen , 

I  enclose  to  the  Common  Council,  the  yearly  Report  of 
the  Bank  of  Savings. 


C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Trustees  of  the  Bank  for  Savings,  for  the  year 
Eighteen  Hundred  and  Thirty  Five. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  “  An  Act  to 
incorporate  an  Association  by  the  name  of  the  Bank  for  Sa¬ 
vings  in  the  City  of  New-York.”  The  Trustees  now  beg 
lea.ve  to  present  their  Seventeenth  Report  as  follows : — 
First. — That  the  Trustees  have  received  from  twenty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  depositors,  from 
the  first  of  January  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1835,  the 
sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand 
and  fifty-one  dollars  and  forty-three  cents,  in  the  following 
manner : — 

In  the  month  of  January,  from  1645  Depositors  $  96,369  03 


February, 

«  1286 

“  69,587  32 

March, 

«  1864 

“  107,500 19 

April, 

«  1545 

“  88,997  56 

May, 

“  1997 

“  140,175  49 

June, 

“  3152 

“  222,555  69 

July, 

«  2391 

“  151,501 88 

August, 

“  2287  ' 

“  144,351 05 

September 

«  2515 

“  147,71727 

October, 

“  2074 

«  129,43749 

November, 

“  1850 

«  114,576 11 

December, 

«  2326 

«  150,282  35 

24,932 

$1,563,051  43 

Of  which  number  6,021  are  n£w  accounts  opened  with  the 
Bank,  and  18,911  are  re-deposits. 


24,932 
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Second. — That  the  sum  of  one  million  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents,  has  been  drawn  out  by  fourteen  thousand  and  sixty- 
six  depositors.  Of  this  number,  three  thousand  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  have  closed  their  accounts. 


January,  paid 

1361  drafts, 

$  109,70194 

February  “ 

1171  “ 

94,060  68 

March,  “ 

1057  « 

88,559  60 

April,  “ 

1356  « 

141,399  74 

May,  “ 

1147  “ 

78,337  88 

June,  “ 

814  “ 

52,685  85 

July,  « 

1306  “ 

120,730  01 

August,  “ 

1253  “ 

102,267  44 

September  “ 

1078  «  . 

84,532  72 

October,  “ 

1178  « 

99,306  96 

November, 

1177  « 

87,943  22 

December, 

1168  “ 

91,558  32 

14,066 

$1,151,084  36 

Third. — The  depositors  have  been  classed  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  heads  of  professions  and  occupations. 


Agents,  6 

Accountants,  5 

Attorneys,  11 

Artists,  4 

Bell  hanger,  1 

Boot  cleaner,  1 

Basket  makers,  12 

Blacksmiths,  135 

Barbers,  37 

Boarding  house  keepers,  59 
Book-sellers,  6 

Butchers,  5 

Book  binders,  19 

Bakers,,  100 


Book  folders, 

3 

Brush  makers, 

3 

Brokers, 

7 

Boatmen, 

20 

Brewers, 

6 

Button  makers, 

3 

Boot  tree  maker, 

1 

Boot  crampers, 

2 

Block  makers, 

3 

Bar  keepers, 

11 

Boiler  maker, 

1 

Blind  makers, 

3 

Bottler, 

1 

Bleacher, 

1 
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Box  maker, 

1  Engine  makers, 

8 

Counsellor  at  Law, 

1  Ferryman, 

1 

Clock  maker, 

1  Farmers, 

105. 

Caulkers, 

4  Fishermen, 

10 

Cane  seat  makers, 

2  Furriers, 

13 

Callico  printers, 

2  Fruiterers, 

18 

Cooks, 

36  Founders, 

11 

Clerks, 

183  Firemen, 

2 

Cartmen, 

117  Flagger, 

I 

Carpenters, 

204  Gaoler, 

1 

Chairmakers, 

11  Grocers, 

85 

Coachmen, 

19  Gardners, 

30 

Curriers, 

15  Gold  beaters, 

6 

Carvers, 

7  Glass  cutters, 

5 

Coopers, 

32  Gilders, 

2 

Cabinet  makers, 

71  Glovers, 

1 

Confectioners, 

8  Gunsmiths, 

3 

Commedians, 

4  Guagers, 

2 

Coppersmiths, 

2  Gas  fitters, 

2 

Coachmakers, 

3  Glass  blowers, 

2 

Clothiers, 

2  Gentlemen, 

2 

Cutlers, 

2  Grate  maker, 

1 

Corset  makers, 

3  Hackmen, 

1 

Cap  makers, 

2  Hatters, 

36 

Chemists, 

2  Hucksters, 

13 

Chair  gilder, 

1  Harness  makers, 

2 

Cloth  scourer, 

2  Hair  dressers, 

3 

Domestics, 

996  Hat  trimmers, 

2 

Distillers, 

5  Hat  pressers, 

2 

Druggists, 

6  Jewelers, 

17 

Dyers, 

7  Junk  shop  keeper, 

1 

Dockbuilder, 

1  Knitter, 

1 

Dress  makers, 

28  Laborers, 

852 

Dye  sinker, 

1  Locksmiths, 

2 

Engineers, 

8  Lamp  lighters, 

3 

Engravers, 

12  Leather  dressers, 

4 
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Lapidary, 

1  Pattern  maker, 

1 

Masons, 

110  Police  Justices, 

2 

Musicians, 

8  Polisher, 

1 

Merchants, 

55  Rope  maker, 

1 

Milkmen, 

19  Riggers, 

8 

Miners, 

13  Rule  maker, 

1 

Musical  inst.  makers, 

5  Reporter, 

1 

Marshalls, 

4  Shoe  black, 

1 

Machinists, 

17  Sextons, 

13 

Millwrights, 

6  Straw  sewers, 

2 

Marble  polishers, 

12  Skinners, 

5 

Millers, 

2  Shoebinders, 

1 

Morocco  dressers, 

6  Sawfiler, 

1 

Milliners, 

14  Stage  driver, 

1 

Maltsters, 

1  Ship  keeper, 

1 

Moulders, 

5  Stationer, 

1 

Music  teachers, 

2  Seedsman, 

1 

Mathl.  instrument  maker,  1  Stevidors, 

1 

Nurses, 

32  Soap  boiler, 

1 

Night  scavengers, 

3  Surgical  inst.  maker, 

1 

Oystermen, 

3  Scale  beam  maker, 

1 

Ostlers, 

23  Starcher, 

1 

Organ  builder, 

1  Stove  makers, 

2 

Printers, 

52  Sweeps, 

1 

Pedlars, 

48  Seamstresses, 

266 

Physicians, 

9  Ship  masters, 

10 

Porters, 

83  Soldiers, 

8 

Painters, 

45  Ship  wrights, 

20 

Preachers  of  Gospel, 

20  Shop  keepers, 

39 

Pilots, 

4  Stone  cutters, 

49 

Piano  forte  makers, 

7  Shoe  makers, 

148 

Pavers, 

2  Sugar  bakers, 

17 

Pocketbook  makers, 

5  Saddlers, 

28 

Porter  house  keepers, 

4  Sail  makers, 

7 

Plumbers, 

2  Sawyers, 

9 

Potters, 

1  Stijdents, 

8 
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Segar  makers, 

9  Yarnishers, 

8 

Slaters, 

3  Water  carriers, 

1 

Sausage  staffers, 

3  Watch  case  makers, 

1 

Silversmiths, 

3  Watch  dial  makers, 

1 

Sailors, 

54  Wheelwrights, 

7 

Teachers,  (male,) 

40  Waiters, 

32 

Teachers,  (female,) 

24  Weavers, 

31 

Tailors, 

253  Washer  women, 

43 

Tailoresses, 

57  Watch  makers, 

9 

Tobacconists, 

20  Whitesmiths, 

19 

Type  founders, 

5  Watchmen, 

3 

Turners, 

22  Wood  sawyers, 

3 

Tavern  keepers, 

52  Wire  drawers, 

3 

Trunk  makers, 

3  White  washer, 

1 

Tinners, 

25 

— 

Tanners, 

18. 

5490 

Tallow  chandlers, 

8  Not  described,  being 

Upholsterers, 
Umbrella  makers, 

9  minors,  &c. 

7 

531 

Yictualers, 

6 

6021 

Description  of  Persons. 

Minors,  (female) 

110  Trustees,  (deposits  in 

Minors,  (male) 

72  trust  for  children, 

Orphans, 

18  orphans,  apprenti- 

Apprentices, 

3  ces,  servants,  &c. 

461 

Widows, 

505  Coloured  persons, 

193 

Single  women, 

1087 

Fourth. — The  Deposits  have  been  made  ifi  the  follow- 
ihg  sums. 

From  $  1  to  $  5 

1483  From  $  100  to  200 

2398 

«  5  “  10 

2629  “  200  “  300 

646 

— 

— 

Amount  carried  over, 

4112 

3044 
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Amount  brought 

over 

4112 

3,044 

From 

$  10  “ 

20 

4523  From  $  300 

o 

o 

303 

CC 

20  “ 

30 

3541 

“  400 

“  500 

202 

cc 

30  « 

40 

1962 

“  500 

“  600 

77 

cc 

40  “ 

50 

2467* 

“  600 

“  700 

42 

cc 

50  “ 

60 

1392 

o 

o 

“  800 

'  34 

cc 

60  « 

70 

795 

“  800 

“  900 

12 

cc 

70'  « 

80 

630 

«  900 

“  1000 

24 

“ 

80 

90 

414 

“  1000 

“  2000 

18 

90  * 

100 

1338 

H  2000 

“  3000 

2 

21,174 

** 

3,758 

21,174 

24,932 

The  Trustees  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  present  the  fol¬ 
lowing  general  view  of  the  Institution,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  its  operation  in  July  1819,  to  January  1836. 

RECEIPTS. 

Fr’m  July  1819  to  July  1820  by  4840  Depostrs,  $313,384  24 


“  “  1820 

“  1821 

«  5299 

356,482  71 

«  «  1821 

“  1822 

“  6164 

356,529  90 

«  «  1822 

«  1823 

«  5452 

CC 

364,571  50 

“  «  1823 

«  1824 

«  7682 

CC 

489,564  51 

«  «  1824 

«  1825 

«  9173 

CC 

551,825  14 

“  «  1825’ 

Jany.  1826 c 

£  4980 

cc 

312,037  91 

“  Jany.  1826 

«  1827 “ 

:  10,343 

cc 

639,775  58 

«  «  1827 

1828  ‘ 

‘  12,617 

cc 

721,342  44 

«  “  1828 

“  1829  ‘ 

‘11,770 

cc 

601,937  34 

«.  «  1829 

•£  1830  ‘ 

£  11,937 

« 

624,903  58 

“  «  1830 

“  1831  ‘ 

‘  14,200 

cc 

741,583  95 

«  «  1831 

«  1832  < 

£  16,357 

cc 

892,467  33 

“  «  1832 

«  1833 ‘ 

£  13,638 

780,33278 

Amount  carried 

over, 

$7,746,738  91 
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Amount  brought  over, 

Fr’m  Jan.  1833  Jan.  1834  by  20,015 
sitors, 

“  «  1834  «  1835  «  18,325 

«  «  1835  «  1836  “24,932 


Depo- 


17,746,738  91 


1,155,098  33 
“  1,074,822  31 

“  1,563,051 43 


197,724 

Deduct  amount  repaid  to  depositors, 


$11,540,010  98 
9,112,921  73 


2,427,089  25 

Add  interest  up  to,  and  including  January 
dividend,  1836,  1,201,963  43 


Deduct  less  due  depositors,  correction  of  two 
accounts, 


3,629,052  68 
269  33 


Total  due  depositors  1st.  of  January  1836,  $3,628,783  35 


REPAID. 


From  July  1819  to  July  1820  to 

369  Drafts,  $  39,622  84 

tl 

“  1820 

«  1821  « 

1274 

«  113,659  69 

tf 

«  1821 

«  1822  “ 

1802 

«  158,761  00 

ft 

«  1822 

«  1823  “ 

2925 

“  230,311 97 

It 

«  1823 

“  1824  “ 

3314 

«  258,494  01 

It 

«  1824 

MS 

-M 

GO 

4514 

«  443,033  52 

ll 

«  1825 

Jany.  1826  “ 

3002 

«  305,900  66 

ll 

Jany.  1826 

«  1827  «• 

6476 

«  513,247  53 

u 

«  1827 

«  1828  “ 

7246 

«  530,051 78 

tl 

«  1828 

“  1829  “ 

9085 

«  628,267 15 

u 

1829 

“  1830  » 

9376 

«  573,953  05 

tl 

»  1830 

«  1831  “ 

9278 

«  553,747  37 

U 

“  1831 

“  1832  « 

9605 

“  625,558  91 

U 

«*  1832 

“  1833  “ 

11,644 

«  861,12092 

U 

«■  1833 

«  1834  “ 

11,493 

«  912,472  25 

ll 

“  1834 

«  1835  “ 

15,787 

«  1.213,634  72 

“ 

«  1835 

«  1836  «  14,066 

121,256 

«  1,151,084  36 

$9,112,921  73 
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The  funds  of  the  Institution  are  invested  in,  and  con¬ 
sist  of, 

1st.  Funded  debt  of  the  State  and  City  of 
New-York  and  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal 
Stock  at  the  par  value,  $3,045,598  78 

2nd.  Bond  and  mortgage  of  the  Public 
School  Society,  $30,000,  and  deposits  in  Bank 
of  New-York,  $300,000,  330,000  00 

3d.  Real  Estate,  a  building  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  business  of  the  bank  and  fur¬ 
niture,  22,242  78 

4th.  Cash  uninvested,  being  a  balance  in 
the  Union  Bank  this  day,  166,787  37 

$3,564,628  93 


The  Bank  has  been  in  operation  near  sev¬ 
enteen  years,  during  which  time,  it  has  open¬ 
ed  49,555  accounts,  and  received  altogether 
from  depositors,  $11,540,010  98 

To  which  add  interest  up  to  1st  January 
1836,  1,201,963  43 

$12,741,974,41 

Closed  during  the  whole  period,  24,260 
accounts  and  paid  out  altogether,  9,113,191  06 


Leaving  25,295  accounts  entitled  to  this 
balance,  $3,628,783  35 

Which  will  average  less  than  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
dollars  to  each  account,  thereby  demonstrating  that  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  Legislature  in  chartering  this  charitable  Institu¬ 
tion,  has  been  fully  accomplished,  by  extending  to  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  the  benefit  of  keeping  and  employing 
their  little  earnings  for  their  security  and  advantage. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  Trustees. 

JOHN  PINTARD,  President. 

Robert  C.  Cornell,  Secretary. 

New-York,  January  2d,  1836. 
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IPr.  The  Bank  for  Savings  in  account 

Jany. 

To  cash  paid  to 

109,701  94 

Feb. 

depositors, 

expenses, 

666  83 

to  depositors, 
expenses, 

236  62 

94,060  68 

“ 

Mar. 

to  depositors, 
expenses, 

731  96 

88,559  60 

April. 

for  stock, 

int.  accrued  on  do. 

267,500 

5,611  11 

“ 

to  depositors, 

141,399  74 

May, 

expenses, 
to  depositors, 

379  66 

78,337  88 

“ 

expenses, 

321  21 

June, 

for  stock, 

int.  accrued  on  do. 

165,600 

333  33 

“ 

to  depositors, 

52,685  85 

July, 

expenses, 
for  stock, 

819  06 

112,100 

to  depositors, 

120,730  01 

“ 

expenses, 

410  03 

Aug. 

for  stock, 
to  depositors, 

112,100 

102,267  44 

Sept. 

expenses, 
for  stock, 

int.  accrued  on  do. 

793  96 

179,940 

737  77 

“ 

to  depositors, 
expenses, 

955  01 

84,532  71 

Oct. 

for  stock, 

int.  accrued  on  do. 

38,160 

515 

“ 

to  depositors, 

99,306  97 

expenses, 
to  depositors, 

599  65 

Nov. 

87,943  22 

expenses, 

1,084  65 

Dec. 

to  depositors, 
expenses, 

257  50 

91,558  32 

875,400  7,256  10 

Total  amt.  invest¬ 
ed  in  stock, 

1836  Do.  of  expenses, 

Jan.  2  Balance  carried  down, 


875,400 
7,256  10 
166,787  37 

$2,207,725  04 
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with  John,  Oothout,  Treasurer* 

Cr * 

Jan.  2 

By  cash  in  bank  this 
day, 

rec’d.  from  depositors, 

279,656  68 
96,360 

Feb. 

interest  on  stock, 

21,727  50 

Mar. 

from  depositors, 

69,585  07 

payment  of  a  Corpo¬ 
ration  bond, 
interest  on  do. 

625 

50,000 

April 

from  depositors, 

107,504  25 

interest  on  stock, 
payment  of  a  Corpo¬ 
ration  bond, 
interest  On  do. 

10,331  84 

« 

850 

50,000 

May 

from  depositors,  * 

89,008  57 

interest  on  stock, 

8,395 

June 

from  depositors, 

140,178  60 

do. 

222,565  76 

July 

int.  on  stock,  bond,  &c. 
paym’t.  of  deposit  in 
Bank  of  America, 
from  depositors, 

40,984  11 

Aug. 

100,000 
151,497  14 

interest  on  stock, 

21,727  50 

Sept. 

from  depositors, 

144,354  73 

do. 

147,727  43 

Oct. 

interest  on  stock, 

10,331  84 

U 

from  depositors, 

129,442  51 

Nov. 

interest  on  stock, 

15,033  88 

Dec. 

from  depositors, 

114,574  59 

for  an  iron  chest  sold, 

35 

“ 

from  depositors, 

150,269  65 

1836. 
Jan.  2 

int.  on  stock,  bond,  &c. 

34,958  39 

164,965  06 


Total  amount  of  inter¬ 
est  received, 


164,965  06 
$2,207,725  04 


By  balance  brought  down,  $166,787  37 

\  Errors  excepted. 

JOHN  OOTHOUT,  Treasurer. 
New-York,  January  2nd,  1836. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  89- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN , 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor ,  enclosing  a  communication  from  Stephen 
Allen,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
and  from  D.  B.  Douglass,  Esq.,  Chief  Engineer,  N.  Y. 
Aqueduct,  in  relation  to  the  practibility,  and  probable 
expense  of  forcing  by  Steam  Engines,  a  sufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  from  the  North  or  East  River  to  a  reservoir 
to  be  erected  on  Murray  Hill,  in  aid  of  the  present  means 
for  extinguishing  fires ,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Fire  and  Water ,  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office ,  i 

New-York ,  February  15th,  1836.  ) 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

The  great  number  of  fires,  and  the  heavy  losses 
sustained  by  that  element,  have  made  me  feel  a  great  solici¬ 
tude  to  obtain  a  more  full  supply  of  water  ;  and  as  we  have 
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an  abundance  on  every  side,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt 
that  adequate  means  ought  to  be  applied  to  have  reservoirs 
of  salt  water,  if  it  be  impossible  to  obtain  fresh,  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  effect  the  object.  I,  therefore,  some  weeks  since, 
asked  Mr.  Allen,  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  expence  of  filling  the  contem¬ 
plated  reservoir  at  Murray’s  Hill.  Some  other  conversation 
ensued  on  the  subject,  and  on  the  11th  inst.  I  received  the 
accompanying  communication,  with  the  annexed  report,  to 
the  Water  Commissioners,  by  Major  Douglass. 

If  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  water  can  be  procured 
for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
preferred ;  for  in  that  case  the  pipes  and  fixtures  could  be 
applied  for  the  water  to  be  received  from  the  Croton  River  ; 
but  if  used  for  salt  water,  they  might  be  injured  and  lost  to 
the  public. 

I  feel  bound  to  state  my  conviction,  that  every  considera¬ 
tion  of  public  duty,  requires  of  us  the  most  efficient  measures 
to  obtain  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  as  the  best  security 
against  extensive  fires. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  also,  to  recommend  that  application  be 
made  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  present  Session,  for  an  amend¬ 
ment  or  alteration  in  the  laws,  for  the  prevention  of  fires,  and 
especially  in  relation  to  buildings  within  the  limits.  That 
subject  has  been  examined  in  a  variety  of  communications  to 
the  Common  Council,  and  is  one  of  great  importance. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 

Office  of  the  Water  Commissioners ,  ) 

February  1  Ith,  1836.  \ 

Hon.  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Dear  Sir, — 

In  accordance  with  your  wish,  as  I  understood  you,  that 
the  Water  Commissioners  would  cause  an  examination  to  be 
made  as  to  the  practicability,  and  probable  expense  of  forcing 
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by  steam  engines,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  from  the 
North  or  East  River,  to  a  reservoir,  to  be  erected  on  Murray 
Hill,  in  aid  of  the  present  means  for  extinguishing  fires,  we 
have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  a  Report  from  our  En¬ 
gineer  on  the  subject. 

The  distance  from  the  site  of  a  reservoir  on  Murray  Hill 
to  the  North  River,  is  stated  to  be  about  5,100  feet,  while  to 
the  East  River  it  is  only  3,900  feet,  and,  therefore,  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  draw  the  water  from  the  East  River,  as  the  least 
expensive  of  the  two  projects. 

The  Engineer  proposes  erecting  an  Engine  at  the  foot  of 
40th-street,  on  the  East  River,  and  from  thence  to  force  the 
water  to  a  receiving  tank,  to  be  built  on  a  high  ridge  of 
land  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  and  from  said 
tank,  to  lead  it  by  iron  pipes  following  the  sinuosity  of  the 
ground,  to  a  reservoir  to  be  erected  on  Murray  Hill. 

It  is  further  proposed,  that  the  engine  shall  be  of  25  or  30 
horse  power,  which  will  be  able  to  raise  from  the  river  about 
three  millions  of  gallons  of  water  every  24  hours,  and  place 
it  in  the  reservoir  through  a  conduit  pipe  of  20  inches  in 
diameter. 

The  total  expense  for  the  necessary  buildings,  machinery, 
iron  conduit  pipes,  damages  to  land,  and  contingencies,  is 
estimated  at  $75,050.  This,  however,  does  not  include  the 
reservoir  at  Murray  Hill,  as  that,  when  built,  will  be  merged 
in  the  expense  of  supplying  the  city  with  water  ;  nor  does  it 
include  the  necessary  conduit-pipes  from  said  reservoir,  to 
those  now  laid  to  the  south  of  13th-street. 

The  Engineer  has  also  entered  into  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  working  a  30  horse  engine  per  day,  which  for 
fuel,  attendance,  wear  and  tear,  &c.,  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
$29  for  every  24  hours  work,  or  allowing  300  working 
days  to  the  year,  to  $8,700  per  annum.  The  annual  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  city,  therefore,  adopting  this  data,  and  including 
interest  on  the  capital  to  be  expended,  both  for  bringing  the 
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water  from  the  river  to  Murray  Hill,  and  conducting  it  from 
there  to  the  pipes  already  laid  south  of  13th-street,  cannot 
be  less  than  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 

The  time  that  would  be  necessary  for  building  a  reser¬ 
voir  on  Murray  Hill,  erect  the  receiving  tank,  engine  house, 
&c.,  and  obtain  pipes  of  large  dimensions,  as  well  to  bring 
the  water  from  Murray  Hill  to  the  conduits  already  laid  in 
the  city,  as  to  conduct  it  from  the  river  to  the  reservoir, 
would  be  so  great,  before  the  work  would  be  completed,  and 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  furnished,  that  the  utility  of 
the  measure  could  hardly  compensate  for  the  cost,  taking 
into  consideration  the  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  would  be  lost  when  the  city  shall  be  supplied  with 
the  waters  of  the  Croton  River  and  its  tributaries. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
carry  the  water  from  the  East  River,  immediately  to  the 
tank  on  13th-street ;  and  upon  this  suggestion  the  Engineer 
was  requested  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  project 
also.  In  this  case  the  necessary  reservoir  is  now  ready  to 
receive  the  water :  Thirteenth-street  being  regulated,  the 
pipes  from  the  river  may  be  laid  in  a  straight  line  instead  of 
undulating,  as  in  the  other  case,  and  the  water  may  be 
forced  direct  to  the  reservoir  without  obstruction ;  and,  in 
addition,  the  expense  of  connecting  with  the  reservoir,  the 
pipes  already  laid  will  be  avoided,  together  with  the  saving 
of  much  time,  as  well  as  cost,  in  effecting  the  same  object. 

The  Engineer  is  of  opinion  that  the  capacity  of  an 
engine  for  this  purpose,  need  not  be  more  than  15  horse 
power,  and  that  the  whole  cost  would  not  exceed  $>55,550. 
The  daily  expense  of  working  the  engine  12  hours,  which 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  in  addition  to  the  present  supply, 
he  estimates  at  8  dollars,  or  for  the  whole  year  of  365  days, 
$2,920.  i  Allowing  interest  on  the  capital  expended,  at  six 
per  cent.,  and  adding  the  annual  cost  of  keeping  the  works 
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in  operation,  the  whole  expense  to  the  city,  per  year,  would 
only  amount  to  the  sum  of  $6,253. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Engineer,  with  the  profile  and  diagram  annexed,  for  a  more 
particular  expose  of  the  subject. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  'Chairman. 


To  Stephen  Allen ,  Esq.,  Chairman ,  and  Messrs.  Fox, 

Brown,  Dusenberry ,  and  Allen ,  Water  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen — 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  I  now  respectfully  lay  before  you  the  following 
Report  on  the  practicability  and  expense  of  raising  water 
from  the  North  or  East  river  by  steam  power,  and  deliver¬ 
ing  it  into  the  contemplated  reservoir  on  Murray’s  Hill,  with  a 
view  of  using  it,  in  anticipation  of  the  Croton  aqueduct,  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

The  first  inquiry  is,  of  course,  to  determine  which  of  the 
two  rivers,  the  North  or  the  East,  can  be  most  conve¬ 
niently  resorted  to  for  this  purpose.  By  referring  to  the 
city  plot  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  Office,  it  appears  that 
the  relative  distances  are  as  follows,  viz :  From  the  site  of 
the  reservoir  "to  the  North  river,  measured  on  the  line  of 
42d-street,  a  little  over  1700  yards,  and  to  the  East  river, 
on  the  line  of  40th-street,  only  1300  yards,  making' a  clear 
difference  of  more  than  400  yards  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
The  circumstances  of  the  ground  on  the  East  river  side 
also  appears,  in  some  respects,  better  adapted  to  the  dispo¬ 
sition  and  construction  of  the  works,  than  those  of  the 
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North  river  shore,  and  this  consideration,  in  connexion  with 
that  of  the  distance ,  is  deemed  conclusive  in  favor  of  the 
East  river.  (See  the  annexed  trace.) 

The  proper  position  for  the  Steam  Engine ,  Force  Pump , 
&c.,  is  next  to  be  considered,  and  for  this  purpose  a  variety 
of  situations  offer  between  the  head  of  Kip’s  Bay  and  the  foot 
of  42d-street.  A  corresponding  point  on  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  north  of  the  Bay,  would,  in  either  case,  furnish  a 
good  site  fqr  the  receiving  tank,  and  from  thence  to  the  re¬ 
servoir  on  Murray’s  Hill,  a  line  of  main  could  be  laid  down 
by  either  of  the  intervening  streets.  The  annexed  profile 
exhibits  the  undulations  and  relief  of  the  ground  between 
the  river  and  Murray’s  Hill  on  the  line  of  40th-street,  and, 
with  some  slight  variations  of  detail,  would  equally  serve 
for  either  of  the  neighboring  streets.  Taking  it  as  an  exam¬ 
ple,  therefore,  the  position  of  the  engine  and  pump  is  indi¬ 
cated  at  the  water’s  edge,  and  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  imme¬ 
diately  above  the  position  for  the  receiving  tank ;  sufficiently 
elevated  to  admit  a  water  surface  some  feet  above  that  of  the 
Murray  Hil!  reservoir.  Into  this  tank,  the  water  being  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  stroke  of  the  engine,  would  be  impelled  thence 
onward,  through  the  conducting  main,  by  the  action  of  the 
head  of  water  thus  maintained.  An  arrangement  of  this  kind 
gives  great  ease  and  elasticity  to  the  action  of  the  engine,  and 
essentially  diminishes  the  wear  and  tear,  both  of  the  engine 
itself,  and  of  the  works  connected  therewith.  Such  is  the 
general  outline  of  the  works  contemplated  in  the  instructions 
of  the  Board.  As  to  their  practicability,  it  is  too  obvious  to 
require  any  particular  illustration  here;  and  it  only  remains, 
therefore,  in  the  literal  fulfilment  of  my  duty,  to  submit  the 
following  statement  of  the  power  of  the  engine,  and  the  cost 
of  the  entire  work : 

The  engine  for  this  work,  if  undertaken,  should  be  of 
25  or  30  horse  power,  at  the  least,  and  the  latter  is  prefer¬ 
red.  An  engine  of  this  capacity  would  raise  to  the  height 
required  about  three  millions  gallons  in  one  day  of  24  hours, 
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or  one  and  a  half  millions  in  12  hours,  and  less  than  this, 
it  is  thought,  would  not  insure  the  object  of  affording,  un¬ 
der  all  ciscumstances,  an  ample  and  certain  supply.  For 
the  easy  and  prompt  delivery  of  this  quantity  into  the  reser¬ 
voir,  the  conduit  pipe  should  not  be  less  than  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  and  with  these  data  we  are  now  pre¬ 
pared  to  estimate  the  expenses  of  the  works,  as  follows, 


viz : — • 

For  the  engine  itself,  .  .  .  6,500 

Buildings,  pump,  fixtures,  &c.,  .  .  10,500 

Tank,  complete,  .  8,000 

Main  conduit,  say  3900  feet,  at  $8  50,  .  33,150 

Extra  expense  laying  do.  part  rock,  (street  not 

being  graded)  .  .  .  3,900 

Land  and  damages,  .  .  .  8,000 

Contingencies,  superintendence,  &c.  say,  5,000 


$75,050 

The  following  is  also  an  estimate  of  the  daily  expense  of 
working  a  thirty  horse  engine,  twenty-four  hours  per  day, 
viz : — 

'  Fuel,  .  .  .  $23  10 

Attendance,  .  .  5  00 

Oil  28,  wear  and  tear  62,  -  90 


Total,  $29  00  per  diem. 


Say  300  days,  $8,700  00  per  annum. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  remarks  and  calculations,  I 
have  perhaps  said  all  that  is  strictly  required  of  me  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  and  the  Board  are  now  in  possession 
of  the  data  for  estimating  the  practicablity  and  the  expense 
of  the  contemplated  work.  There  still  remains,  however, 
a  question  of  no  little  importance  in  reference  to  the  prac¬ 
tical  utility  of  this  project,  about  which  I  must  beg  leave 
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to  add  a  remark  or  two,  viz:  How  far  the  proposed  plan, 
even  though  it  should  be  considered  unexceptionable  in  the 
respects  mentioned,  is  really  calculated  to  afford  that  prompt 
and  efficient  security  to  the  city  against  fire,  which  is  its 
chief  object? 

The  Board  will  not  fail  to  remark,  that  the  reservoir 
which  is  to  be  filled  by  this  work  is  not  yet  built,  and 
that  the  pipes  by  which  its  supplies  are  to  be  rendered 
available  to  the  city,  are  also,  generally  speaking,  yet  to  be 
laid ;  that  both  these  works  are  of  great  magnitude,  and  will 
probably  require  some  years  to  complete  them  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  manner  on  the  scale  contemplated;  during  all 
which  time  the  works  now  suggested  would  be  anavaila- 
ble.  It  might  partially  obviate  the  objection  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  to  lay  a  conduit  pipe  from  Murray’s  Hill  to  the  tank 
in  Thirteenth-street,  and  thus  bring  the  new  supply  to  ope¬ 
rate  through  the  present  system  of  pipes,  but  if  this  be  a 
good  idea,  that  recently  suggested  by  a  member  of  this 
BoarcT  is  still  better,  viz:  to  throw  the  new  supply  directly 
into  the  tank  in  Thirteenth-street,  irrespectively  of  the  Mur¬ 
ray’s  Hill  reservoir  altogether. 

It  seems  to  be  understood  from  the  inquiries  which  have 
been  made,  that  if,  by  any  means,  this  tank  could  be  kept, 
under  all  circumstances,  and  in  every  state  of  demand,  ab¬ 
solutely  full ,  it  would  probably  afford  as  great  a  degree  of 
facility  in  putting  out  fires  as  can  be  realized,  until  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  Croton  are  received  and  distributed  through  the 
city. 

It  is  also  stated  that  springs  of  fresh  water  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  moderate  diggings  on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  from 
which  a  supply,  altogether  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  may 
be  procured,  in  which  case  the  injury  to  which  the  pipes, 
plugs,  and  stop-cocks,  as  well  as  goods,  furniture  and  build¬ 
ings,  would  be  in  some  degree  exposed  by  the  use  of  salt 
water,  may  be  avoided. 
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The  facilities  of  this  supply  may  be  extended  to  till  parts 
of  the  city,  by  laying  down  the  residue. of  the  pipes,  with 
much  less  delay  than  would  be  necessary  for  laying  down 
an  entire  new  system;  and  without  loss  of  labor ,  if  that 
residue  be  laid  in  conformity  with  the  system  recommended 
by  the  Water  Commissioners. 

The  expense  of  this  additional  supply  would  be  much 
less  than  that  of  the  works  above  estimated. '  The  capacity 


of  the  engine,  in  addition  to  those  now  in  use,  need  not  be 
more  than  15  horse  power,  and  the  diameter  of  the  main 
certainly  not  more  than  fifteen  inches,  from  which  data 

the  estimate  would  stand  as  follows,  viz  : 

Engine  itself,  say, 

$3,000 

Wells,  pumps  and  buildings, 

Tank  on  the  same  premises  with  the  en¬ 

9,000 

gine,  . 

5,750 

Say  3500  feet  of  15  inch  main,  at  $6, 

21,000 

Lands  and  damages, 

12,000 

Contingencies,  superintendance,  &c.,  say 

4,000 

$55,550 

Daily  expense  of  working  the  engine  12 

hours  per  day, 

$8  00 

And  per  annum ,  allowing  365  days, 

$2,920  00 

Finally,  this  additional  supply  being  independent  of  any 
other  ulterior  construction,  could  be  realized  for  the  benefit 
of  the  city  within  six  months  after  the  works  shall  have 
been  commenced. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  B.  DOUGLASS, 

Ch.  Eng’r,  N.  Y.  Aqueduct. 

N.  Y.  Water  Commissioners'  Office, 

Engineer  Department,  5th  Febr'y. 

1836. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


The  Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  subject  of  ex¬ 
tending  Beaver-street  from  William-street  to  Pearl- 
street ,  fyc. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  sundry  owners  of  property,  asking  the  Common 
Council  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  extend  Beaver- 
street  from  William-street  to  Pearl-street,  and  to  close  such 
parts  of  Merchant-street  as  are  not  required  for  the  said 
extension  of  Beaver-street,  together  with  several  remon¬ 
strances  against  the  proposition, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  with  a  view  to  gain  all  the  information  in  relatiou 
to  this  highly  important  question,  your  Committee  have, 
until  this  time,  refrained  from  reporting  thereon. 
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The  proposition  in  question,  is  to  extend  Beaver-street  to 
Pearl-street,  by  taking  the  whole  property  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Thomas,  on  the  east  side  of  William-street,  and  continuing 
eastwardly,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Han  over-street  forty  feet  wide; 
and  thence  of  the  same  width  to  Pearl-street.  It  is  also  pro¬ 
posed  to  take  the  small  triangular  piece  of  ground  which 
will  remain  of  the  lot  belonging  to  Jeheil  Jagger,  between 
Pearl-street  and  the  southerly  line  of  Beaver-street  when 
extended,  and  to  close  such  parts  of  Merchant-street  as  are 
not  required  for.  the  said  extension  of  Beaver-street ;  and 
also  to  straighten  Beaver-street,  by  taking  a  small  triangular 
piece  from  the  lot  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Beaver 
and  William  streets. 

The  petitioners  set  forth  as  a  reason  why  this  improve¬ 
ment  should  be  carried  into  effect,  that  it  opens  a  direct 
communication  from  the  most  crowded  part  of  Pearl  and 
Wall  streets  and  Coffee  House-slip  to  the  great  landing 
places  north  of  the  Battery;  and  that  the  transportation  of 
produce  and  merchandize  from  one  side  of  the  city  to  the 
other,  could  be  made  perfectly  easy,  on  a  street  of  good 
width,  and  nearly  level. 

The  remonstrants  state,  that  if  the  extension  of  Beaver- 
street  be  carried  into  effect,  an  enormous  assessment  would 
be  laid  on  the  property  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  it 
would  derange  and  greatly  injure  the  block  between  Hano- 
ver-square  and  Merchant-street,  and  cause  great  delay  in 
rebuilding  the  stores  now  in  ruins. 

Your  committee  being  aware  of  the  great  responsibility 
devolving  upon  them,  have  used  their  best  endeavors  to 
elicit  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  proposition. 

From  a  statement  made  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  it  was 
perceived,  that  of  the  property  required  for  the  extension  of 
Beaver-street,  the  owners  representing  upwards  of  11,000 
superficial  feet  of  ground,  were  in  favor,  while  the  owners 
of  about  6000  superficial  feet  were  opposed  to  the  mea¬ 


sure. 
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Your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  one  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  stated  to  them,  than  in  order  to  lessen  the  assess¬ 
ment,  he  would  consent  to  relinquish  all  claim  upon  the 
ground  in  Merchant-street,  between  Hanover  and  Pearl 
streets,  of  which  he  is  the  owner  in  fee,  thereby  reducing, 
in  a  very  great  degree,  the  expense  of  carrying  this  improve¬ 
ment  into  effect. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  prior  to  their  late 
report  on  the  subject  of  improvements  in  the  “  Burnt  Dis¬ 
trict,”  much  discussion  took  place  before  them  by  the  parties 
interested,  as  to  the  expediency  of  extending  Exchange- 
place  from  Hanover-st.  to  Pearl  street,  or  the  carrying  into 
effect  the  improvement  now  under  consideration,  thereby 
leaving  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  the  committee,  that  some 
improvement  was  deemed  necessary. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  in  order  to  arrive  at  some 
correct  understanding  as  to  the  wish  of  the  owners  of  pro¬ 
perty,  declined,  as  before  stated,  to  recommend  either  pro¬ 
ject  until  they  had  become  more  fully  acquainted  with  the 
wishes  of  the  majority. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  after  a  close  examination  into 
the  merits  of  the  proposed  extension  of  Beaver-street,  are  fully 
of  opinion,  that  if  carried  into  effect,  much  good  will  re¬ 
sult  to  that  section  of  the  city  by  opening  a  street  leading 
from  one  of  the  most  thronged  business  parts  of  the  city  to 
the  Hudson  river. 

Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  observing,  that  in 
their  opinion,  many  gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
remonstrance,  will  not,  in  all  probability,  be  assessed  for 
this  improvement. 

In  conclusion— your  committee  would  remark,  that  they 
have  used  their  best  endeavors  to  meet  the  views  of  all  par¬ 
ties  interested  ;  sensible  of  the  great  and  important  trust 
committed  to  their  charge,  and  being  aware  that  a  speedy 
"ecision  is  required  under  existing  circumstances,  your 
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committee  recommend  that 'the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted,  and  offer  for  consideration  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : 

Resolved ,  That  Beaver-street  be  extended  from  William- 
street  to  Pearl-street,  according  to  the  line  shewn  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  map. 

Resolved ,  That  so  much  of  Merchant-street  as  may  not 
be  required  for  such  extension  of  Beaver-street  be  closed 
between  William-street  and  Pearl-street,  according  to  the 
plan  shown  on  the  accompanying  map. 

Resolved ,  That  Beaver-street  be  widened  on  the  north¬ 
erly  side  thereof,  by  taking  off  a  small  triangular  piece 
or  gore  from  the  lot  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Beaver 
and  William  streets,  according  to  the  line  exhibited  on  the 
accompanying  map. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  take  the  ne¬ 
cessary  measures  to  carry  the  preceding  resolutions  into 
effect* 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  }  Street  Committee. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  ) 

Resolved ,  That  the  annexed  agreement  of  Anson  Blake, 
Esq.,  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Street  Com- 
mitte  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  Beaver-street  to  Pearl- 
street,  and  that  the  same  be  attached  thereto. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  city  of  New -  York. 

Gentlemen : 

As  owner  of  the  fee  of  Merchant-street,  from  Hanover- 
street  to  Pearl-street,  I  hereby  agree,  and  bind  myself  to 
surrender  to  the  Corporation,  as  and  for  a  public  street,  all 
my  right,  title  and  interest  to  all  such  parts  thereof  as  may 
be  required  for  the  extension  of  Beaver-street,  agreeably  to 
the  petitions  now  pending  before  your  honorable  body,  here¬ 
by  authorising  this  honorable  committee,  or  any  officer  of 
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the  Corporation,  to  notify  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate 
and  Assessments  in  the  matter  of  extending  Beaver-street, - 
of  this  agreement,  in  order  that  they  may  make  no  award 
to  me  .for  the  same,  reserving,  however,  the  right  of  petition¬ 
ing  the  Corporation  at  any  time  hereafter  for  the  privilege  of 
making  vaults  of  the  ordinary  size  for  the  accommodation 
of  stores  on  said  street,  free  of  charge  to  me. 

ANSON  BLAKE. 

New  York,  February  2d,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  on  sundry  owners 
of  property,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take  the  neces¬ 
sary  measures  to  extend  Beaver-street  from  William-street  to 
Pearl-street,  and  to.  close  such  parts  of  Merchant-street  as 
are  not  required  for  the  said  extension  of  Beaver-street,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  remonstrances  against  the  proposi¬ 
tion  ;  also  the  report  and  resolutions  on  the  same,  as  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen ;  upon  all  of  which  your 
committee  beg  leave  to 


REPORT : 

Your  Committee,  aware  of  the  great  amount  involved, 
have  carefully  considered  this  highly  important  subject,  and 
are  fully  satisfied  that  a  decided  majority  of  persons  interested 
are  in  favor  of  the  proposed  extension  of  Beaver-street. 

Your  Committee  would'  here  remark,  that  at  one  of  thei  r 
meetings  it  was  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  interested,  that 
the  house  and  lot  on  Pearl-street,,  next  but  one  adjoining 
Wall-street,  would  remain  undisturbed,  by  shifting  the  line® 
of  the  proposed  improvement  farther  south. 
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But  the  Committee  can  see  no  good  reason  for  altering  the 
lines,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  particularly 
when  by  so  doing,  a  greater  quantity  of  property  woiMd  be 
required,  and  the  termination  of  the  street  at  Pearl-street  be 
in  a  less  favorable  position ;  all  of  which  is  more  clearly 
shown  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  map. 

Believing  that  the  improvement,  ^if  carried  into  effect, 
will  result  beneficially  to  all  concerned,  your  Commit¬ 
tee  are  unanimous  in  recommending  a  concurrence  in  the 
following  resolutions,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
viz: 

Resolved ,  That  Beaver-street  be  extended  from  William- 
street  to  Pearl-street,  according  to  the  lines  shown  on  the 
accompanying  map. 

Resolved ,  That  so  much  of  Merchant-street  as  may  not 
be,  required  for  such  extension  of  Beaver-street,  be  closed 
between  William-street  and  Pearl-street,  according  to  the 
plan  shown  on  the  accompanying  map. 

Resolved,  That  Beaver-street  be  widened  on  the  norther¬ 
ly  side  thereof,  by  taking  off  a  small  triangular  piece  or 
gore  from  the  lot  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Beaver  and 
William  streets,  according  to  the  line  exhibited  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  map. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  take  the  neces¬ 
sary  measures  to  carry  the  preceding  resolutions  into  ef¬ 
fect. 

BENJ.  TOWNSEND,  )  Street  Committee , 
EDWARD  CURTIS,  \  Board\of  Assistants. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  3,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  15,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  18,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


ANNUAL,  REPORT 


OP  THE 

CITY  INSPECTOR, 

OP 


FIREWOOD, 

ANTHRACITE,  VIRGINIA  AND  CHARCOAL, 


WEIGHED,  MEASURED  AND  INSPECTED  IN 

THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YORK, 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1885. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN,  February  15,  1836. 
Ordered  to  be  'printed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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The  City  Inspector  respectfully  reports  to  the  Board  a  Statement  of  the  Quantity,  Average  Price 
Amount  of  Firewood,  Anthracite,  Virginia  and  Charcoal,  weighed,  measured  and  inspected  in  the 
and  County  of  New-York,  for  the  year  1835. 
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JOHN  SICKELS,  City  Inspector. 


DOCUMENT  NO,  92- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  1st,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places ,  'presented  the  following  Report ,  on  the  Peti¬ 
tion  of  the  New-Haven  Steam  Boat  Company ,  for 
permission  to  occupy  the  Pier  at  the  East  side  of 
Pike-slip ,  for  the  use  of  their  Boats ,  which  was  read , 
and  laid  on  the  Table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of 
Curtis  Peck,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  New-Haven 
Steam  Boat  Company,  to  hire  the  new  Pier,  at  the  east 
side  of  Pike-slip,  for  the  accommodation  of  their  Steam 
Boats: 


BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

The  petitioners  set  forth  that  by  reason  of  the  crowded 
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state  of  the  wharves  in  the  lower  part  of  the  City,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  accommodate  the  boats  of  the  above  line,  in  that 
part. 

Your  Committee  are  fully  aware,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
prosecute  the  business  of  these  lines  of  Steam  Boats,  with¬ 
out  some  secure  and  certain  landing  place,  from  which  they 
can  at  all  times  arrive  and  depart  without  obstruction,  so  as 
to  furnish  proper  and  safe  protection  to  their  passengers, 
many  of  whom  are  females  and  children,  and  in  some  other 
cases  certainly  not  more  important,  the  proper  facilities  have 
been  granted  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  Pier  at  the  east  side  of  Pike-slip,  offering  the  desired 
accommodation.  Your  Committee  are  in  favor  of  appro¬ 
priating  said  slip  for  the  use  of  the  Steam  Boats  belonging 
to  said  Company,  and  offer  for  adoption  the  following  Re¬ 
solution  ; 

Resolved ,  That  Curtis  Peck,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  New-Haven  Steam  Boat  Company,  be  permitted  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  new  Pier  at  the  east  side  of  Pike-slip,  with  their 
Steam  Boats,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Comptroller  and 
Street  Commissioner  to  settle  the  compensation  to  be  paid  by 
said  Company,  for  the  use  of  the  above  named  Pier. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Committee  on  Wharves 
J OHN  W .  LAMB,  >  and  Public  Lands 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  \  and  Places. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  93- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  22d,  1836. 


The  Joint  Ferry  Committee ,  presented  the  following 
Report  on  the  details  of  the  lease  for  a  Ferry ,  from 
the  Northerly  Basin  at  Peck-slip  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  to  South  Seventh-street ,  in  the  village  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
directed  to  be  Printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Ferry  Committee,  who  had  referred  to  them 
the  subject  of  a  Ferry  from  the  village  of  Williamsburgh, 
at  a  point  south  of  Grand-street  in  said  village,  to  the 
City  of  New- York,  at,  or  near  Peck-slip,  and  to  confer  with 
the  applicants,  as  to  the  terms  and  details  of  the  lease, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  this  Common  Council  have  by  a  report  passed 
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the  Board  of  Assistants,  September  21,  1835,  and  con- 
curred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  23d,  de¬ 
cided  that  a  Ferry  shall  be  established  between  the 
village  of  Williamsburgh  south  of  Grand-street,  to  the 
City  of  New-York,  at,  or  near  Peck-slip,  with  directions 
that  this  Committee  confer  with  the  applicants,  as  to  the 
terms  and  details  of  the  lease,  and  report  the  result  to 
the  Common  Council. 

In  conformity  with  these  directions,^  your  Committee 
have  conferred  with  some  of  the  parties  residing  at  Wil¬ 
liamsburgh,  who  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  Ferry  is 
highly  necessary,  but  dilfer  as  to  the  place  of  starting,) 
some  considering  South  Third  or  Fourth  streets,  the  most 
eligible,  and  lesjs  encumbered  with  ice  than  Seventh  or 
Eighth  streets ;  others,  amorjg  whom  is  Mr.  Johnson  an  old 
resident  of  Long-Island,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
operation  of  the  tide,  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  South 
Seventh-street  can  be  approached  throughout  the  year, 
with  greater  facility  than  any  intermediate  point,  between 
that  and  Grand-street  Ferry,  we,  _  therefore,  conclude  that 
South  Seventh-street  should  be  the  starting  point  at  Wil¬ 
liamsburgh. 

As  regards  the  City  of  New-York,  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  Peck-slip  is  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
a  Ferry,  than  any  other  place  in  that  vicinity,  having 
South-street  in  front,  and  a  space  forming  Peck -slip  152  feet 
in  width  at  said  street,  and  extending  up  to  Pearl-street,  this 
will  afford  accommodations  for  wagons,  carriages,  &c., 
crossing  at  said  Ferry,  without  detriment  or  inconvenience' 
to  those  residing  in  the  neighborhood. 

Your  Committee  having  had  before  them  the  petitioners 
in  favor  of  Peck-slip,  as  well  as  those  opposed  to  that  loca¬ 
tion,  the  latter  of  whom  say,  that  placing  a  Ferry  there,  will 
drive  from  that  slip  a  large  number  of  vessels,  who  are  pri¬ 
vileged  by  law  to  come  there,  and  thereby  destroy  a  large 
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commercial  business ;  if  the  establishing  a  Ferry  at  this 
place  should  (be  attended  with  the  ruinous  results,  as  stated 
by  the  remonstrants,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  recom¬ 
mend  this  location.  Your  Committee  cannot,  however, 
view  it  in  this  light,  if  no  berths  could  be  found  elsewhere, 
such  an  argument  would  be  insurmountable.  The  vessels 
entering  Peck-slip  are  owned  by  persons  residing  in  New- 
York,  New- Jersey,  and  Connecticut,  and  trading  from  either 
of  the  said  States  and  New-York.  Their  principal  business 
is,  supplying  this  City  with  wood,  and  also,  various  kinds  of 
country  produce ;  and  by  removing  them  from  Peck-slip  to 
some  place  that  may  be  selected  in  the  Seventh, Ward,  will 
be  as  central  and  convenient  for  that  portion  of  our  popula¬ 
tion  dealing  with  vessels  of  this  description,  and  no  way  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  City. 

The  Northerly  Basin  at  Peck-slip,  as  represented  in  the 
annexed  map,  is  eighty-two  feet  wide  at  the  Bulkhead, 
and  in  depth  about  two  hundred  and  forty  feet ;  the  rent 
for  which,  averaging  the  District  as  at  present  leased,  is, 
about  one  thousand  dollars.  The  Comptroller’s  opinion 
is,  that  the  rent  to  be  charged  to  the  Ferry,  ought  to  be 
at  least  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  in  which  opinion, 
your  Committee  coincide. 

We,  therefore,  recommend '  that  a  lease  be  granted  to 
Messrs.  Abraham  Boerum,  James  Ballagh,  and  John  I. 
Me  Kibben,  and  such  associates  as  may  be  named  by  them, 
for  a  Ferry  to  run  from  South  Seventh-street  in  the  village 
of  Williamsburgh,  to  the  Northerly  Basin  of  Peck-slip  in 
•the  City  of  New-York,  for  a  term  of  six  years  from  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  also,  a  further  renewal  of  six  years  from  the 
expiration  of  the  first  term,  at  such  rent  as  may  atf  that  time 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  or  in  case  of  disagreement, 
to  be  decided  by  arbitrators  in  the  usual  way.  The  Lessees 
shall  provide  two  good  and  substantial  Steam  Ferry  Boats, 


Doc-  No.  93.] 


496 


to  be  approved  of  by  the  Ferry  Committees,  said  Boats  to  be 
adapted  to  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  vehicles  of 
every  description,  and  to  be  kept  constantly  running  at  all 
reasonable  hours ;  the  Lessees  to  complete  at  their  own 
expense,  all  fixtures  "and  accommodation  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  said  Ferry. 

We,  therefore,  offer  the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  a  lease  be  granted  to  Messrs.  Abraham 
Boerum,  James  Ballagh,  John  I.  Me  Kibben,  and  such  asso¬ 
ciates  as  may  be  named  by  them  for  a  Ferry,  from  the  Nor¬ 
therly  Basin  at' Peck-slip  in  the  City  of  New-York,  to' South 
Seventh-street,  in  the  village  of  Williamsburgh,  for  a  term 
of  six  years  from  the  first  day  of  May  next,  at  an  an¬ 
nual  rent  of  three  thousand  dollars,  with  a  renewal  of 
six  years,  in  addition,  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first  term,  at  such  rent  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  parties,  or  by  arbitrators  in  the  usual  way. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Lessees  shall  at  their  own  expense 
and  cost,  complete  all  the  Floats,  Bridges,  Ferry  Houses, 
and  every  other  thing  necessary  for  said  Ferry,  no  part  of 
which,  is  to  be  borne  by  this  Corporation. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the. Board,  prepare  a 
lease  in  conformity  with  this  Report  and  Resolutions. 

JOHN  LOVETT,  )  „ 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  $  Board  of  Aldermen, 

A.  STEWART,  ) 

JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD,  \  Board  of  Assistants. 

R.  R.  WARD,  ) 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  22d,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report , 
on  the  Petition  to  close  Cuyler’s  Alley ,  which  was 
against  the  same,  and  was  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,, Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  am 
nexed  petition  to  close  Cuyler’s  Alley,  and  also,  the  remon¬ 
strance  of  sundry  persons  against  said  proposition, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

The  petitioners  state  that  Cuyler’s  Alley,  being  a  nar¬ 
row  street,  it  is  utterly  useless  as  a  thoroughfare  for  carts, 
being,  also,  dangerous  on  account  of  .fire,  and  that  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  same  would  be  a  public  benefit. 

The  remonstrants  set  forth  that  those  whose  lands  are 
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adjoining  said  alley  will  be  seriously  injured  by  the  closing 
thereof,  for  which  others  must  be  assessed,  and  that  the  de  ¬ 
lay  which  will  take  place  in  the  improvements  about  to  be 
made  in  that  neighborhood,  will  seriously  injure  them,  with¬ 
out  any  possible  benefit  to  the  public. 

Your  Committee,  after  hearing  the  parties  interested  in 
this  matter,  are  satisfied  that  a  great  majority  of  owners  ad¬ 
joining  said  alley,  are  opposed  to  closing  the  same  ;  and,  as 
your  Committee  can  see  no  public  good  resulting  from  the 
course  recommended  by  the  petitioners,  they  offer  for  adop¬ 
tion  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  application  to  close  Cuyler’s  Alley, 
be  respectfully  denied,  and  that  the  Committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  V  Street  Committee . 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


* 


DOCUMENT  NO.  95. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  22d,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report 
of  the  subject  of  widening  Maiden-lane  near  Nassau- 
street ,  which  was  read ,  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Sundry- 
papers,  being  petitions  for,  and  remonstrances  against  tak¬ 
ing  of  a  portion  of  the  fronts  of  the  lots  on  Maiden-lane, 
commencing  at  the  south-easterly  intersection  thereof  with 
Nassau-street,  and  running  to  a  point,  distant  about  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  feet  from  said  corner, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

The  petitioners  set  forth  that  the  increase  of  business 
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in  Maiden-lane  and  its  immediate  vicinity  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  and  the  gradual  change  from  the  re¬ 
tail  to  the  wholesale  business,  require  an  enlargement  of 
such  parts  of  said  street  as  can  be  effected  without  incur¬ 
ring  an  unreasonable  expense. 

The  petitioners  further  state,  that  great  inconvenience  is 
experienced  from  the  extreme  narrowness  of  Maiden-lane 
at  its  junction  with  the  south-easterly  side  of  Nassau-street, 
which,  although  one  of  the  great  thoroughfares  of  the 
City,  is  only  thirty-seven  feet  wide. 

The  remonstrants  set  forth  in  general  terms,  that  the 
measure  proposed  is  uncalled  for,  and  that  the  expense 
will  not  produce  a  corresponding  benefit. 

Your  Committee  would  here  state,  that  the  whole  front 
on  Maiden-lane,  which  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
widening,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  eight 
inches  of  this  amount;  the  owners  of  two  lots,  having 
together  a  front  of  thirty-five  feet,  object  to  the  widening, 
while  two  gentlemen  representing  thirty-five  feet  six  inches, 
have  subscribed  to  a  paper,  in  which  they  relinquish  all 
claim  for  damages,  either  to  buildings  or  lots ;  two  other 
gentlemen  having  a  front  of  forty-five  feet  two  inches 
state,  that  the  only  compensation  they  claim,  should  the 
widening  take  place,  will  be  for  the  expense  of  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  fronts  to  their  houses. 

Thus  it  is  apparent,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  owners 
of  the  property  to  be  affected,  are  in  favor  of  widening 
the  street. 

Upon  a  close  examination  into  this  subject,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  widening  of  this  portion 
of  Maiden-lane,  will  be  attended  with  beneficial  results,  by 
affording  a  more  convenient,  and  less  crowded  passage¬ 
way  for  carts,  and  other  vehicles  which  pass  in  such 
numbers  through  this  street. 
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Besides  the  Committee  are  convinced  that  the  assess¬ 
ment  consequent  upon  the  improvement,  cannot  be  heavy, 
as  the  owners  of  three-fourths  of  the  ground  required, 
abandon  the  same  without  pay. 

Under  all'  these  circumstances,  your  Committee  see  no 
good  reason  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  be 
granted. 

And  offer  for  adoption  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  Maiden-lane  be  widened  at  the  south¬ 
easterly  corner  of  Nassau-street,  by  taking  off  a  triangular 
piece  or  gore  from  the  fronts  of  the  lots  as  exhibited  on  the 
map,  accompanying  this  Report. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board,  take  the  ne¬ 
cessary  measures  to  carry  this  Resolution  into  effect. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 


DOCUMENT  NO.  96- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  8th,  1836. 


The  Finance  Committee  presented  the  following  Report 
on  the  several  petitions  for  pay  for  Rooms  in  which 
to  hold  Election ?  which  was  read  and  adopted  and 
directed  to  be  | sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for 
concurrence , 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  and  account  of  Richard  G.  Hawkins,  for  room  hire 
for  late  Election  in  the  Eleventh  Ward ;  also,  sundry  ac¬ 
counts  presented  by  the  Comptroller,  which  had  been  left 
with  him  for  settlement, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  accounts  rendered  are  as  follows,  viz. : 


First  Ward,  Henry  Marsh,  .  .  .  $30  00 

Fourth  Ward,  Robert  Anderson,  •  .  57  00 

Ninth  Ward,  Abraham  Miller,  .  .  .  40  00 

Tenth  Ward,  William  Yan  Dewater,  .  40  00 

Eleventh  Ward,  Richard  G.  Hawkins,  .  40  00 

Fourteenth  Ward,  Cash  paid  by  Inspectors,  11  00 
Fifteenth  Ward,  James  Wilde,  .  .  40  00 
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Your  Committee  find  these  bills  have  heretofore  been  paid 
some  times  by  special  resolution,  other  times  by  a  general 
one ;  but  none  of  them  reach  farther  than  the  paper  then 
before  the  Board.  The  above  bills  appear  to  be  within  the 
bounds  usually  paid,  except  the  Fourth  Ward,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  peculiar  case,  the  Inspectors  were  obliged  to 
hate  a  room  fitted  up  and  finished  in  a  house  that  was 
building,  in  order  to  hold  the  Election.  Your  Committee 
would  recommend  the  payment  of  the  above  bills,  and  also, 
recommend  a  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Laws  to  provide  by  an  Ordinance  hereafter,  how  far  this 
expense  is  to  be  sustained  by  the  Common  Council,  in  order 
that  Inspectors  of  Election  may  understand  how  far  they 
ipay  become  liable. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be  directed  to  pay  to 
Henry  Ylarsh  .$30,  to  Robert  Anderson  $57,  to  Abraham 
Miller  $40,  to  William  Yan  Dewater  $40,  to  Richard  G. 
Hawkins  $40,  to  T.  T-  Woodruff,  H.  Dusenbury  $11,  to 
James  Wilde  $40,  for  room  hire  for  last  annual  election. 

Resolved ,  That  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Laws,  &c.,  to  report  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
room  hire  for  holding  elections,  that  there  may  be  a  uniform 
and  correct  mode  pointed  put  for  paying  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  ~ 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  \  Pmance  Committee . 


The  Finance  Committee  of  thefRoard  of  Assistant  Al¬ 
dermen,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  from  the  Board 
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of  Aldermen,  relative  to  compensation  for  room  in  which 
to  hold  Elections, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
approve  the  course  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  every  particular ;  and,  therefore,  offer  the  following  Re¬ 
solution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  do 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  both  of  their  said  re¬ 
solutions,  relative  to  places  in  which  to  hold  Elections. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

AARON  CLARK,  \  Finance  Committee 

BENJAMIN  TOWNSEND,  \  of  Assistants. 

February  22  d,  1 836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  8,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  22,  1836, 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  25, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk 


DOCUMENT  NO.  97, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15  th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committe  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands 
and  Places ,  on  the  Resolution  to  allow  Horace  Butler 
to  erect  a  Crane  on  the  Pier  at  the  foot  of  Jay-street. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  Resolution, 
viz. : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  with  power,  to  grant  permis¬ 
sion  to  Horace  Butler,  to  erect  a  Crane  on  some  one  of 
the  Piers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Harrison  or  Jay  streets,  for 
the  purpose  of  unloading  from  vessels,  Granite  blocks,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  House  of  Detention, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

Your  Committee  have  ascertained  that  the  gentleman 
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who  has  contracted  with  the'Corporation  to  erect  the  House 
©f  Detention,  labors  under  serious  inconvenience,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  not  having  proper  facilities  afforded  him  for  un¬ 
loading  from  vessels,  the  stone  blocks  for  the  use  of  the  said 
House  of  Detention. 

Mr.  Butler  proposes  to  erect  a  Crane  on  the  south  limb  of 
the  T  of  the  Pier  at  the  foot  of  Jay-street,  which  will  afford 
him  the  desired  convenience  in  landing  the  stone  from  the 
vessels ;  and  as  the  Corporation  are  the  owners  of  the  south 
half  of  said  Pier  ;  your  Committee  see  no  reasonable  objec¬ 
tion  to  granting  permission  to  erect  the  said  Crane,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner.  The  Corporation 
reserving  the  right  to  order  the  removal  of  said  Crane  when¬ 
ever  it  may  be  found  to  interfere  with  the  public  conve¬ 
nience. 

The  following  Resolution  is  offered : 

Resolved ,  That  Horace  Butler  be  permitted  to  erect  a 
Crane  on  the  south  limb  of  the  T  of  the  Pier,  at  the  foot  of 
Jay-street,  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner — 
provided  the  said  Horace  Butler  remove  all  stone  or  other 
materials  which  may  be  landed  on  said  Pier,  within  ten 
days  from  the  time  such  materials  may  have  been  discharged 
from  the  vessels.  The  Corporation  reserving  the  right  to 
order  the  removal  of  said  Crane,  whenever  it  may  be  found 
expedient. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ?  Committee  on  Wharves  and 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  )  Public  Lands  and  Places. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  report  and  resolution  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  giving  Horace  Butler  authority  to  erect 
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a  Crane  at  the  south  limb  of  the  T  of  the  Pier,  at  the  foot  of 
Jay-street, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  it  appears  that  the  erection  of  the  Crane  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  purposes  therein  stated,  and  they  recommend  a 
concurrence  in  the  resolution  as  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al¬ 
dermen. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 

JOHN  CLEAYELAND, 
WILLIAM  POWER. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  15,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  15, 1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  25,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO-  98- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  29th,  1836. 


Second  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Places  and  Streets  on  the  Petition  for  laying  out  a 
Public  Square  at  the  House  of  Refuge ,  6pc.,  which  was 
read ,  laid  on  the  table ,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Members . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Streets,  and  the  Street  Commissioner,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens,  freehold¬ 
ers,  praying  the  Common  Council  to  take  the  proper  mea¬ 
sures  for  designating  and  setting  apart  a  suitable  location 
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for  a  public  square,  and  recommending  for  that  purpose  the 
present  site  of  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents 
and  the  adjacent  grounds,  and  also  a  resolution  presented  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  referring  to  the  same  subject,  and 
directing  the  Committee  to  report  the  quantity  of  land  now 
owned  by  the  Corporation  at  and  near  the  House  of  Refuge; 
and  further,  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  setting  apart 
this  location  for  the  future  public  grounds,  together  with 
sundry  remonstrances  which  have  been  presented  by  some 
of  the  parties  interested,  against  such  proposed  measures, 
and  on  all  which  the  Committee 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

The  very  important  interests  involved  in  the  propositions 
made  by  the  petitioners,  and  further  contained  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion  offered,  have  necessarily  demanded,  and  consequently 
received,  from  the  Committee  a  long  and  anxious  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  and  this  was  the  more  required,  not  only  from  the  very 
large  pecuniary  considerations  connected  therewith,  as  well 
as  the  permanent  establishment  of  a  Military  ParadeGround, 
but  also  from  the  proposed  unchangeable  character  of  the 
line  of  policy  to  be  adopted  in  selecting  a  site  on  which 
hereafter  to  erect  the  great  public  buildings  requisite  for  the 
transaction  of  the  extended  municipal  concerns  of  this  im¬ 
mensely  populous  and  rapidly  increasing  city;  and  in  order 
the  better  to  become  possessed  of  all  the  lights  attainable  on 
the  subject,  the  committee  have,  on  various  occasions,  con¬ 
ferred  with  the  parties  immediately  interested  in  that  which 
will  probably  be  charged  by  way  of  assessment  to  contribute 
thereto,  and  have  carefully  noted  the  several  representations 
made  by  them  in  relation  to  this  matter,  with  respect  to  the 
expediency  of  the  general  proposition  offered  in  the  petitions, 
viz :  the  setting  apart  for  public  uses  and  requirements 
suitable  locations  for  squares  and  places,  there  cannot  be  the 
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smallest  doubt.  The  experience  of  the  last  ten  years  has, 
in  a  more  particular  manner,  shown,  in  various  points  of 
view,  the  great  advantages  resulting  from  their  adoption. 
They  beautify  and  embellish  those  particular  sections  where 
they  have  been  formed,  and,  by  the  rapid  appreciation  in 
value  of  the  surrounding  property,  most  abundantly  remu¬ 
nerate  the  cost  of  forming  them.  Public  opinion  is  so  uni¬ 
versally  in  'affirmation  of  this  point,  the  committee  believe  it 
wholly  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  it. 

In  respect  to  the  special  place  mentioned  in  the  petition  as 
a  suitable  site  to  be  set  apart  for  public  uses,  viz:— the 
grounds  at  present  occupied  by  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Ju¬ 
venile  Delinquents  and  the  adjacent  lands,  the  commit^e, 
with  a  view  of  having  the  subject  more  fully  brought  before 
them  ,  caused  a  map  to  be  made,  (and  which  is  herewith 
presented.)  This  map  exhibits  the  land  lying  between  23d 
and  27th  streets,  and  from  the  Eastern  Post  Road  to  the 
Bloomingdale  Road,  as  being  that  land  which  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  establish  as  the  Great  Public  Square.  This 
plot  contains  about  thirteen  acres,  of  which  about  five  acres 
are  owned  in  fee  by  the  city,  and  are  at  present  occupied  by 
the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  on  special 
agreements  between  the  Corporation  of  the  City  and  the 
Managers  of  that  institution.  The  remaining  tract,  eight 
acres,  are  owned  by  various  individuals,  and,  in  the  event 
of  forming  the  square,  must  be  obtained  either  by  purchase 
from  them,  or  by  the  usual  operations  of  law,  as  other  squares 
have  been  taken. 

It  is  stated,  and  the  committee  think  an  examination  of 
the  map  will  confirm  the  statement,  that  the  geographical 
position  of  this  plot  of  ground  renders  it  peculiarly  appro 
priate  for  a  public  square.  It  is  nearly  central  between  the 
two  rivers,  a  little  over  two  miles  from  the  present  City  Hall, 
and  is  just  above  the  junction  of  Broadway  and  the  Bowe¬ 
ry,  thpse  two  great  thoroughfares  leading  from  the  densely 
populated  parts  of  the  city,  thus  bringing  together  two  great 
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lines  of  travel,  and  it  is  also  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
'  the  Bloomingdale  and  Eastern  Post  Roads,  which,  leading 
inward,  unite  at  23d-street,  thus  showing  that  this  piece  of 
land  is  more  conveniently  situated  for  a  great  public  square 
than  any  other  to  be  found. 

The  objections  which  have  been  made  before  the  commit¬ 
tee  are  few  in  number,  and  do  not  appear  to  affect  the  main 
or  principal  ground  on  which  the  question  rests.  Some  of 
the  objectors  only  wish  the  matter  postponed  until  a  chancery 
suit  in  which  they  are  at  present  engaged,  touching  a  part  of 
the  land  in  question,  shall  be  disposed  of.  Others  allege,  that  if 
the  land  be  now  taken,  they  will  be  paid  only  its  present  va¬ 
lue,  and  not  what  it  will  undoubtedly  be  worth  some  years 
hence,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  if  it  be  now  appropria¬ 
ted  for  public  use  they  ought  to  be  paid  at  its  prospective 
future  value  instead  of  its  present  market  price ;  and  one 
owner  remonstrates  against  having  any  square,  as  being  use¬ 
less.  With  respect  to  most  of  the  objections  they  have 
heard,  the  committee  think  they  would  be  more  properly 
referable  to  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  Assessment 
appointed;  and,  with  regard  to  the  others,  they  do  not,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  appear  of  sufficient  importance 
to  interpose  any  bar  to  this  proceeding,  or  delay  its  pro¬ 
gress. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  subject  committed  to  them 
concerning  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  the  square  being  formed,  it  is  desirable  or  expedient-  to 
continue  their  occupation  of  that  part  of  it  now  held  by  them, 
the  committee  beg  to  say,  they  very  fully  appreciate  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  institution,  viewing  it  as  eminently  salutary  in 
its  operation,  and  they  hold  in  high  estimation  the  laudable 
and  praiseworthy  motives  of  the  very  respectable  gentlemen 
who  are  its  conducters,  and  whose  indefatigable  zeal  has  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  beneficial  results  flowing  therefrom. 
But  still  they  are  compelled  to  say,  they  think  the  time  has 
arrived  which  renders  it  necessary  for  the  public  authori- 
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ties  to  consider  on  this  expediency  of  providing  a  more 
suitable  location  for  this  institution  with  all  convenient 
speed;  for  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  presence  of  its 
prison-like  buildings,  and  its  massive  and  gloomy  walls, 
operate  with  material  force  in  depreciating  the  value  of 
the  surrounding  property,  and  the  committee  cannot  but  ex¬ 
press  the  opinion,  that  it  is  quite  expedient  to  cause  its  re¬ 
moval  to  some  situation  more  distant  from  the  populous  part 
of  the  city,  within  a  reasonable  period,  where  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  its  discipline  may  still  be  ex¬ 
perienced  without  the  evils  which  (it  must  be  admitted)  are 
now  felt  by  the  owners  of  real  estate  in  its  vicinity. 

Your  committee  have  no  hesitation 'in  saying,  that  a  ma¬ 
terial  benefit  will  result  to  the  city  treasury  by  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  square  as  proposed,  and  they  base  their  calcu- 
tions  on  the  following  facts : — The  city  authorities  own  about 
thirty-four  acres  of  land  but  a  short  distance  above  where  it 
is  proposed  to  locate  this  square,  and  if  the  same  results  fol¬ 
low  this  operation  as  have  heretofore  been  found  in  similar 
cases,  a  large  appreciation  of  value  in  the  circumjacent 
public  lands  may  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

It  may  be  further  observed,  that  the  very  large  amount 
of  interest  held  by  the  public  in  the  lands  and  buildings  at 
Bellevue,  may,  and  probably  will,  be  materially  affected  by 
the  result  of  this  question. 

Already  has  it  been  thought  advisable  to  consider  on  the 
necessity  of  preparing  for  the  removal  of  this  great  esta¬ 
blishment  to  some  more  suitable  place,  and  to  dispose  of  all 
the  lands  now  occupied  by  it,  by  reason  of  the  increasing 
population  approaching  closely  to  it ;  and  also,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  immense  appreciation  in  value  of  the  land  com¬ 
posing  it ;  and  it  is  even  now  ascertained,  that  the  improve¬ 
ments  by  wharfing  and  filling  up  now  going  on,  and  nearly 
completed  there,  will  produce  more  than  double  their  cost  to 
the  Corporation. 
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The  committee  cannot  but  believe  ^hat  the  establishment 
of  this  proposed  Military  Square,  and  the  site  for  Public 
Buildings  will  very  materially  and  beneficially  operate  on 
the  value  of  the  Bellevue  lands,  when  the  proper  time  arrives 
for  their  disposal. 

They  further  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  accompanying  map,  it  will  be  seen,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  public  square  will  close  up  some  parts 
of  24th,  25th  and  26th  streets,  and  the  intermediate  street 
between  Fourth  and  Fifth  Avenues,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
passage  ot  wheel  carriages  through  the  square,  except  the 
Fifth  Avenue,  leaving  at  all  times  free  access  for  passengers 
through  the  openings  of  the  gates  which  will  be  placed  op¬ 
posite  these  streets  and  avenue  respectively. 

From  the  foregoing  detailed  statement  of  facts,  and  rea¬ 
soning  thereon,  it  will  be  seen  the  committee  are  in  favor 
of  the  leading  points  of  the  plan,  leaving  all  the  incidental 
details  to  be  hereafter  settled,  if  the  Common  Council  decide 
affirmatively  as  to  the  main  question,  and  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Resolved ,  That  a  due  regard  to  the  military  and  public 
interests  require  the  restoration  of  so  much  of  the  ancient 
Miltary  Parade  Ground  (originally  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres)  as  is  embraced  between  the  Bloomingdale  and  Eas. 
tern  Post  Roads,  from  their  junction  at  23d  to  27th  streets, 
except  the  passage  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  through  the  same, 
and  that  the  land  so  taken,  excepting  that  now  belonging 
to  the  Corporation,  within  said  boundary,  be  assessed  on 
the  adjacent  property,  the  whole  to  be  permanently  esta¬ 
blished  for  a  Military  Parade  Ground,  and  that  the  Couhsel 
of  the  Corporation  is  hereby  instructed  to  propose  a  proper 
memorial  and  bill  for  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  at  its  present  session,  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
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authorising  an  alteration  in  the  plan  or  map  of  the  city  to 
conform  therewith. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
JOHN  W.  LAMB, 
FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  99, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  29th,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water ,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  subject  for  the  better  improvement  of  the 
Fire  Department ,  presented  the  following  Report , 
which  was  ready  laid  on  the  Table ,  and  directed  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  subject  for  the  better  improvement  of  the  Fire 
Department, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

Whereas,  the  number  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
have  increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  a  proportionate 
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increase  in  the  number  of  Firemen  has  become  necessary, 
while  this  increase  is  not  attainable  by  reason  of  the  citizens 
being  deterred  from  becoming  firemen,  in  consequence  of 
the  arduous  and  toilsome  duties  which  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department  are  now  so  incessantly  called  upon  to  per¬ 
form.  And,  whereas,  such  increase  of  Firemen  is  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  City.  It  becomes  a  duty 
incumbent  on  the  City  authorities  to  encourage  our  citizens 
to  become  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  by  lessoning  as 
far  as  possible  the  labors  of  Firemen,  as  well  as  remov¬ 
ing  those  impediments  to  their  exertions  which  now  exist. 

Among  these  impediments,  we  would  particularly  notice 
that  caused  by  young  men  who  appear  at  fires  in  the  garb  of 
Firemen,  but  over  whom  the  .Engineers  have  no  control,  and 
who  by  their  insubordination,  their  utter  lawlessness,  and  the 
consequent  confusion  they  create,  have  been  a  continual 
source  of  annoyance  and  serious  hindrance ,  both  to  the 
Engineers  and  the  regular  Firemen,  a  great  majority  of 
whom,  if  not  all,  would,"  gladly  dispense  with  their  precari¬ 
ous  assistance,  if  by  so  doing,  they  could  be  freed  from  all 
suspicion  of  participating  in  riots  created  by  these  boys,  and 
which,  instead  of  being  assigned  to  the  true  cause,  are  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  thus  unjustly 
depreciating  the  character  of  our  regular  Firemen,  in  the 
estimation  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

To  accomplish  these  two  purposes,  namely :  The  lessen¬ 
ing  the  extreme  labor  of  the  Firemen,  and  removing  the  im¬ 
pediment  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  providing  a  double  se* 
of  hose,  ladders  and  other  implements  ;  the  want  of  which; 
has  long  been  a  glaring  defect  in  the  department,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolutions  are  offered : 

Resolved ,  That  four  persons  be  appointed  to  each  Fire 
Engine  and  Hose  Company,  and  two  persons  to  each  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  within  the  Watch  and  Lamp  District 
pf  this  City,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  all  the  apparatus 
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of  said  Campanies  in  complete  order  and  ready  for  immedi¬ 
ate  use ;  and  who  shall  at  every  alarm  of  fire,  repair  forth¬ 
with  to  the  House  of  the  Engine,  Hose,  or  Hook  and  Lad¬ 
der  Company  to  which  they  shall  be  attached,  and  assist  the 
members  of  said  Company  in  conveying  the  Engine,  or  Car¬ 
riage,  or  Truck,  to  wherever  such  fire  may  happen,  and  there 
assist  the  Company  in  getting  the  Engine  to  work,  or  the 
Hose  ready  for  immediate  action,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Company  to  which  they  may  belong,  and 
shall  during  the  time  such  Engine  or  Hose  Carriage  is  em¬ 
ployed  at  a  fire,  take  charge  of  the  Hose  and  prevent  any  per¬ 
son  from  treading  on,  or  otherwise  injuring  the  same. 

Resolved ,  That  when  the  Engine  or  Hose  Carriage  shall 
be  discharged  from  duty  (on  the  putting  out  of  any  fire)  by 
an  Engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  persons  under  the 
direction  of  the  Officers  of  their  Company,  to  assist  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  Company,  in  taking  up  the  Hose  and  other  ap¬ 
paratus,  and  shall  assist  in  conveying  them,  together  with 
the  Engine  or  Hose  Carriage  and  other  apparatus  to  the 
house  appropriated  for  it,  and  there  shall  wash  and  dry  the 
Hose,  and  clean,  and  put  in  complete  order  all  the  apparatus, 
so  as  to  be  ready  for  immediate  use,  taking  care  however,  in 
no  case  to  meddle  with  the  works  of  an  Engine. 

Resolved ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  those  persons  so 
appointed,  who  shall  be  attached  to  a  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  to  preserve  the  truck  and  apparatus  belonging 
to  their  Company  from  injury  during  the  fire ;  shall  assist 
the  members  in  raising  or  moving  Ladders  and  Hooks,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  Officers  of  said  Company,  shall  af¬ 
ter  the  Truck  is  discharged  from  duty,  assist  the  members  in 
collecting  the  Hooks,  Ladders,  and  other  apparatus,  and  aid 
in  conveying  them  together  with  the  Truck,  to  the  house 
where  they  belong,  and  shall  then  clean  and  prepare  them 
for  immediate  use  :  and  each  person  so  appointed  to  perform 
the  duties  in  the  several  Companies  as  above  mentioned, 
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shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  lend  exemptions  Of  fire¬ 
men,  but  shall,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  said  services, 
receive  a  salary  of  /  •  dollars  per  ,annum. 

Resolved ,  That  the  city  be  divided  into  as  many  districts 
as  there  are  Engineers  in  the  Fire  Department,  and  that  such 
division  be  made  by  the  Engineers,  having  due  regard  to  the 
location  of  the  houses  of  said  Engines,  Hose,  Carriages,  and 
Hook  and  Ladder  Trucks  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
Engineers  after  each  fire,  to  see  that  the  Engines,  hose  car¬ 
riages  and  hose ,  hooks  and  ladders,  with  their  trucks,  and 
all  other  apparatus  belonging  to  the  department  in  their  re¬ 
spective  districts,  are  in  complete  order,  and  ready  for  imme¬ 
diate  use. 

Resolved ,  That  each  foreman  of  a  fire  engine,  hose,  or 
hook  and  ladder  company,  shall  recommend  to  the  Engineer 
of  his  district,  suitable  persons  to  take  care  as  abovemen- 
tioned,  of  the  fire  erigine,  hose,  hose  carriage,  or  truck, 
hook  and  ladder,  &c.,  to  which  he  may  belong,  which  per¬ 
sons  must  have  served  as  Firemen  at  least  five  years ;  and 
the  foreman  shall  recommend  exempt  firemen  in  preference 
to  all  others ;  -and  said  persons  shall,  on  such  recommenda¬ 
tion  being  made  through  the  Engineer  of  his  district,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Mayor — but  no  acting  Fireman  shall  be  ap- 
appointed  to  discharge  said  duties. 

Resolved ,  That  in  case  of  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
persons  employed  to  keep  the  engine,  hose,  &c.  &c.  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  Engineer  shall  forthwith  remove  them,  and  re¬ 
port  to  the  Mayor  their  removal,  who  shall,  on  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Engineer  as  aforesaid,  substitute  a  person  or  persons 
in  their  place.  Also,  in  case  any  engine,  hose  carriage,  or 
truck,  be  in  need  of  repairs,  the  Engineer  in  whose  district 
it  is,  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Chief  Engineer  forth¬ 
with. 

Resolved ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the 
Fire  Department,  as  well  as  of  those  who  are  hired  for  the 
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purposes  mentioned  in  the  first  resolution,  to  prevent  all 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  Department,  and  especially  boys , 
from  entering  any  house,  or  handling  any  apparatus  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Department. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Engineers  receive  for  their  extra  ser-; 
vices  dollars  per  annum. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

GEO.  NIXON,  ) 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH,  Joint  Committee 

JOHN  DELAMATER,  i  on 

BENJ.  TOWNSEND,  Fire  &•  Water. 

THOS.  S.  BRADY,  J 


DOOTMENT  WO-  100. 


BOARD  OF  ALDEMMEN, 


MARCH  2d,  1836. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Six  Million  Loan ,  relative  to 
the  application  of  Banks  for  a  portion  of  the  same ,  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  Report ,  and  a  LA  Ws  to  provide 
for  loaning  the  surplus  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of  the 
City  of  New  York  to  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  of  the  said 
city,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  applications 
from  the  Banks  for  a  portion  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  had  entertained  the  hope  that  no 
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more  of  this  Stock  would  be  asked  for  than  was  required  for 
the  use  of  the  insurance  companies,  and  that  the  amount 
needed  by  them  would  fall  short  of  the  amount  already  au¬ 
thorised  to-be  issued. 

In  this,  however,  your  committee  have  been  disappointed ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  application  on  the  part  of  the  Bank 
of  America,  they  have  also  received  an  application  from 
other  banks  for  loans  of  the  surplus  stock. 

Your  committee  are  aware  of  the  objection  which  exist  in 
the  minds  of  many  to  the  granting  these  applications,  and 
they1  have  been  duly  considered  by  the  committee.  While 
they  frankly  admit,  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  those 
objections  would  be  of  sufficient  force  to  warrant  the  refu¬ 
sal  of  the  proposed  loan  to  the  banks,  yet,  under  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumstances  of  this  case,  your  committee  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  expedient  to  make  such  loans. 

The  great  loss  which  was  sustained  by  this  city  at  the 
fire  in  December  -last,  produced  at  the  time  much  alarm 
and,  at  the  same  time,  rendered  it  necessary  that  some  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  resorted  to  to  preserve  public  confidence, 
and  to  relieve  the  severe  pressure  on  the  money  market 
which  would  necessarily  follow  such  a  calamity. 

That  relief  was  to  be  looked  for  from  three  sources:  the 
General  Government— our  own  State — or  the  Common 
Council.  From  the  General  Government,  little,  if  any,  re¬ 
lief  was  expected  beyond  the  extension  of  the  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  and  the  restoration  of  the  duties  on 
goods  destroyed ;  from  our  own  State  aid  was  expected,  and 
no  doubt  would  have  been  granted,  had  not  the  Common 
Council  determined  to  provide  this  relief  by  the  issuing  of 
Stock  to  the  amount  of  Six  Millions  of  Dollars. 

Whether  this  was  the  most  advisable  course  to  be  pursu¬ 
ed,  is  not  necessary  now  to  inquire.  The  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  the  public  looked  to  this  source  as  the  princi- 
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pal  meaps  of  relief;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  done,  all  prospect 
of  relief  from  other  sources  was  at  an  end. 

In  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the  Common  Council,  it 
was  found,  that  owing  to  several  causes,  the  amount  of  bonds 
and  mortgages  to  be  purchased  by  the  city  would  not  proba¬ 
bly  exceed  four  millions  of  dollars,  leaving  two  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  stock  not  called  for. 

The  law  pf  the  legislature  for  the  relief  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  authorises  this  surplus  to  be  loaned  either  in 
stock  or  cash  to  any  of  the  Banks  in  the  city  of  New-York 
that  are  under  the  Safety  Fund  law,  to  the  amount  of  half 
pf  its  capital,  and  authorises  such  bank  thereupon  to  extend 
its  discounts. 

The  present  situation  of  two  of  the  banks  applying  for 
this  loan,  is  such  as  to  enable  them,  without  any  inconve¬ 
nience,  to  extend  their  discounts  to  the  amount  authorised 
by  the  said  law  as  soon  as  the  stock  should  be  borrowed,  and 
a  great  relief  would  at  once  be  afforded  to  the  money  market. 
Holding  a  large  amount  of  the  government  funds  in  depo- 
site,  they  must  remain  locked  up  in  those  banks,  entirely 
useless  to  the  community,  unless  by  loaning  this  stock,,  or 
borrowing  the  money  from  some  other  source,  they  are  en¬ 
abled  to  extend  their  discounts. 

The  late  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  will  probably  add  to  the  present  difficulties 
for  at  least  a  short  time  to  come,  and  instead  of  relieving, 
will  increase  the  pressure  for  money. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Committee  have  determin¬ 
ed  to  recommend  to  the  Common  Council  to  grant  the  appli¬ 
cations  of  these  institutions. 

The  two  principal  objections  to  this  measure  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  endeavored  to  guard  against — loss  to  the  city, 
and  depreciation  of  the  city  stocks. 

The  one,  by  requiring,  in  addition  to  the  security  of  the 
Bank,  the  personal  obligation  of  the  directors ;  the  other, 
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by  requiring  from  the  banks  a  stipulation  not  to  sell  the 
stock  in  any  event,  and  not  to  use  it  even  for  hypotheca¬ 
tion,  except  out  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

This  stock  will  not,  therefore,  interfere  with  the  other 
stocks  of  the  city ;  and,  if  used  at  all,  would  only  be  used 
abroad  as  a  security  for  a  loan  of  money,  and  must,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  loan,  be  returned  by  the  Banks  to  the  city. 

It  is  proposed  to  issue  the  stock  at  five  per  cent,  interest, 
and  to  require  from  the  banks  five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  leav¬ 
ing  an  half  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  city.  In  all  probabilty  the 
banks  will  not  be  required  to  borrow  any  large  amounts  of 
money  on  this  stock,  and  the  effect  of  loaning  it  will  be  to 
enable  them  to  realize  a  handsome  profit  annually  on  the 
amount  loaned.  This  difference  of  interest  is,  therefore, 
properly  asked  for  on  the  part  of  the  city,  and  should,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be  cheerfully  agreed  to  on 
the  part  of  the  banks. 

The  amount  proposed  to  be  loaned  to  the  Banks,  is  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserving  $500,000,  if, 
by  any  possibility,  the  amount  of  four  millions  should  not  be 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  Companies. 

This  stock  your  Committee  propose  to  require  the  said 
Banks  to  subscribe  for  at  par,  redeemable  after  one  year,  if 
the  Joint  Committee  on  this  subject  should  think  fit  to  re¬ 
quire  the  same  from  the  Banks. 

If  it  shall  be  found  to  be  unnecessary  for  the  Companies, 
the  money  can  no  doubt  be  returned  to  the  Banks  without 
difficulty,  and  the  stock  redeemed,  and  loaned  to  those  or 
other  Safety  Fund  Banks,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  on 
that  subject. 

It  is  proposed  to  leave  to  the  Select  Committee  the  amount 
to  be  loaned  to  each  Bank,  and  the  extent  of  personal 
security  to  be  required  from  the  Directors.  If  all  the  Di¬ 
rectors  are  required  to  sign  the  bond,  and  any  one  should  re- 
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fuse,  it  would  prevent  a  loan  being  made,  while  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  other  Directors  would  be  perfectly  ample. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  allow  any  of  the  Banks  who  may 
borrow  any  portion  of  this  stock,  to  return  and  cancel  the 
same  at  any  time  before  the  same  shall  be  redeemable,  and 
on  so  doing,  to  receive  their  bonds.  As  no  possible  evil  can 
result  from  this;  but  as  it  would,  if  accepted,  relieve  the 
city  sooner  from  the  loan,  there  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  be  any  objection  thereto. 

The  annexed  ordinance  contains  the  necessary  provisions 
for  this  purpose,  and  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  sufficiently  guard  against  any  loss  thereon,  and  they  re¬ 
commend  the  same  for  the  adoption  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Committee  of 
EGBERT  BENSON,  \  Board  of  Aldermen. 

D.  P.  INGRAHAM,  )  Committee 

AARON  CLARK,  V  of 

L.  P.  JORDAN,  )  Board  of  Assistants. 


A  LAW 


To  provide  for  Loaning  the  Surplus  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock 
of  the  City  of  New- York  td  the  Safety  Fund  Banks,  of 
the  said  City. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  tjie  city  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

§  L.  The  Comptroller  may  issue  as  part  ot  the  residue  of 
the  Stock  authorised  to  be  issued  fey  an  act  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  entitled  “An  Act  to  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New-York,  to  raise  money  on 
Loan,  and  for/other  puposes,  to  the  amount  of  one  and  a 
half  million  of  dollars,  in  Stock. 

§  2.  Such  stock  shall  be  issued  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  redeemable,  one-third  in 
two  years,  one-third  in  three  years,  and  one-third  in  four 
years,  from  the  passage  of  this  law. 

§  3.  Such  stock  may  be  loaned  to  such  of  the  banks  in  this 
city  as  are  under  the  Safety  Fund  Law,  to  an  amount  to  be 
determined  by  the  Joint  Committee  hereinafter  named,  not 
exceeding  to  any  one  bank  the  half  of  the  capital  of  such 
bank  upon  the  conditions  hereinafter  mentioned. 

§  4.  Each  of  the  said  banks  may  borrow  such  portion  of 
the  said  stock  as  may  be  determined  by  the  said  Committe  on 
delivering  to  the  Comptroller  the  obligation  of  such  bank 
in  the  penal  sum  of  double  the  amount  loaned,  conditioned 
for  the  return  of  the  said  stock  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  times  when 
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the  same  shall  become  redeemable ;  also  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  said  stock,  at  the  rate  of  five  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  in  half  yearly  payments,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  interest  on  the  said  stock  shall  become  payable  ; 
and  also,  that  the  said  stock  shall  not  at  any  time  be  sold 
to  any  person  whatever ;  that  the  said  stock  shall  not  be 
used  by  way  of  hypothecation  or  otherwise  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  or  to  any  inhabitant  thereof;  and  that  the  said 
Bank  will  save  harmless,  and  indemnify  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  xof  New-York 
against  any  claim  whatever  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
stock ;  and  also  will,  when  required  so  to  do  by  the  Comp¬ 
troller  subscribe  for  a  portion  of  the  residue  of  the 
said  ^tock,  not  exceeding  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the 
stock  to  be  loaned  to  them  by  virtue  hereof,  as  is  directed 
by  the  8th  section  of  this  ordinance. 

§  5.  In  addition  to  the  obligations  of  the  said  Banks, 
there  shall,  also,  be  required  the  bond  of  such  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  each  Bank,  as  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  by  the  Joint 
Committee  hereafter  named,  conditioned  for  the  return  of  the 
said  stock,  and  payment  of  the  said  interest,  according  to  the 
obligation  of  each  Bank,  and  for  the  punctual  performance 
of  all  the  covenants  and  conditions  of  each  Bank  in  regard 
to  the  same. 

§  6.  Any  of  the  said  Banks  may  at  any  tittie  return  the 
said  stock  loaned  to  them  and  pay  up  the  interest  thereon, 
and  on  such  surrender  of  all  the  stock  loaned  to  them,  and 
payment  of  such  interest,  the  Comptroller  may  with  the 
consent  of  the  Mayor  and  President  of  both  Boards  of  the 
Common  Council,  or  a  majority  of  them  deliver  up  the  obli¬ 
gation  and  bond  given  by  such  Bank  and  their  directors. 

§  7.  The  Comptroller  may  issue  for  the  balance  of  the 
stock  so  authorised  as  aforesaid,  to  the  amount  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  an¬ 
num,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council, 
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after  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  Law,  when  directed 
so  to  do  by  the  said  Joint  Committee, 
f  §  8.  Each  of  the  said  Banks,  before  receiving  the  said 
stock  so  to  be  loaned  as  aforesaid,  shall,  if  required  so  to  do 
by  the  Joint  Committee,  appointed  under  the  9th  Section  of 
the  Ordinance  of  the  Common  Council,  entitled  “  A  Law  to 
regulate  the  purchase  of  bonds  and  mortgages  which  belonged 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1 835,  to  any 
of  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
which  have  become  insolvent,  or  whose  capital  may  have 
been  impaired  by  losses  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  of  that  month,  and  to  provide  the  funds 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  “passed  February  sixteenth, 
1836,”  subscribe  for  a  portion  of  the  said  stock,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  third  of  the  amount  loaned,  to  be  issued  as  is  di¬ 
rected  in  the  6th  Section  of  this  Law  at  par,  not  exceeding 
one  third  of  the  amount  which  may  be  loaned  to  them  re¬ 
spectively. 

§  9.  On  receiving  a  certificate  of  deposit  of  the  amount 
of  the  par  Value  of  the  stock  so  to  be  subscribed  for  by  any 
of  the  said  Banks,  in  the  Mechanics’  Bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  ron  account  of  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of  the  City  of 
New-York ;  the  Comptroller  shall  deliver  to  the  President 
of  the  Bank  making  such  deposit,  the  amount  of  stock  so 
subscribed  and  paid  for. 

§  10.  On  the  payment  of  the  said  money  in  the  mode  di¬ 
rected  in  the  last  Section,  and  the  delivery  to  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  of  the  said  obligation  and  bond  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
on  behalf  of  any  of  the  said  Banks,  approved  of  by  the 
Counsel  of  the  Corporation,  aud  the  Joint  Committee  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  7th  Section  of  this  Law,  or  in  case  a  sub¬ 
scription  for  the  said  stock  shall  not  be  required,  then  on  the 
delivery  of  the  said  obligation  and  bond  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  deliver  to  the  President  of 
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such  Bank,  the  proportion  of  the  stock  directed  to  be  issued 
by  the  1st  Section  of  this  Law,  which  may  have  been  de¬ 
termined  by  the  said  Committee  to  be  loaned  to  such  Bank 
and  which  shall  be  secured  by  the  said  obligation  of  the 
said  Bank  and  bond  of  the  directors  thereof. 

§  10.  All  the  provisions  of  the  said  ordiance  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  passed  February  16th,  1836,  and  mentioned 
in  the  7th  Section  of  this  Law,  relating  to  the  charge,  custody 
and  deposit  of  the  moneys  to  be  received,  and  to  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  stock,  and,  also,  to  the  Sinking  Fund  are  hereby 
made  applicable  to  the  stock  to  be  issued  under  this  Law. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  2,  1836. 

Adopted  by’the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  2, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  3,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  101. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  29th,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sub 
ject  of  altering  the  graduations  of  the  Streets  in  that 
j>art  of  the  City ,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of 
the  sixteenth  of  December  last ,  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report ,  which  was  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  altering  the  graduations  of  the  streets  on  that  part  of  the 
City,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  16  th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  last, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

To  the  Board,  that  in  order  fully  to  have  this  subject 
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brought  before  them,  profiles  havS  recently  been  made  of 
all  the  streets  comprised  within  that  district,  so  as  to  show  at 
one  view,  the  effects  which  would  be  produced  by  the  con¬ 
templated  alterations  of  surface  in  any  part.  On  these  pro¬ 
files  have  been  drawn  the  lines  which  exhibit  all  the  changes 
in  the  present  elevations  which  have  been  thought  necessary 
or  expedient,  for  the  better  regulation  of  that  section  of  the 
City. 

The  proposed  alterations  are  as  follows  : 

1st  Tq  raise  the  surface  of  Coffee-House-slip,  so  as  to 
•cast  the  water  thereon,  over  the  Bulkhead  at  South-street. 

2d.  To  raise  the  surface  of  Old  Slip  from  Pearl-street  to 
the  river,  so  as  to  deliver  the  water  at  South-street  in  front 
of  the  Slip. 

3d.  To  raise  Front-street  from  Pine-street  to  near  Coenties: 
slip,  in  such  manner*  as  to  conform  to  the  new  regulations 
of  Coffee-House-slip  and  Old  Slip. 

4th.  To  raise  Water-street  in  like  manner  with  Front- 
street.  The  effect  of  these,  proposed  alterations,  mil  he  to 
render  the  entire  surface  of  that  section  much  cleaner,  drier, 
and  more  eligible  for  the  transaction  of  business  than  it  has 
heretofore  been  ;  and  will  also,  enable  the  proprietors  of 
buildings  to  have  much  more  convenient  cellars  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  goods,  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case.  The  lines 
exhibiting  the  changes  above  mentioned,  are  clearly  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  drawn  on  the  various  profiles  which  accompany  this 
report,  an  examination  of  which,  will  show  the  decided  ad¬ 
vantages  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  result  from 
their  adoption.  It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  the,  Com¬ 
mittee,  if  the  present  state  of  things  had  been  snob,  as  to 
have  permitted  the  raising  of  the  surfaces  of  Front  and  Wa-r 
ter  streets,  to  have  been  continued  quite  to  Coenties-slip,  as 
was  at  first,  proposed ;  on  reflection,  however,  they  have 
found  it  necessary  to  slope  the  surfaces  of  those  streets  for  a 
short  distance,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  4  ^iofi  of 
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that  slip ;  and  which  it  is  understood  among  the  owners  con¬ 
cerned,  is  to  remain  so,  until  that  Slip  shall  be  filled  up. 

It  is  also,  proposed  to  make  some  minor  changes  of  pdrts 
of  William-street  and  Exchange-street,  at  the  present  head 
of  Beaver-street,  and  to  raise  the  surface  of  Beaver-street  from 
Broad-street  to  William-street,  according  to  the  lines  which 
are  laid  down  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  to  the 
Board,  that  this  subject  has  been  discussed  with  caution,  and 
in  conjunction  with  the  owners  of  the  property  interested,  so 
as  to  obtain  the  best  practical  results ;  and  the  plan  of  alte¬ 
rations  now  offered  for  consideration,  is  supported  by  the  un¬ 
divided  approbation  of  all  the  property  holders,  who  will  be 
affected  thereby ;  and  it  is  therefore,  fully  recommended  for 
adoption. 

The  following  Resolution  is  submitted: 

Resolved ,  That  the  elevations  of  Front-street,  Water- 
street,  Coffee-House-slip,  Old  Slip,  Beaver-street,  William- 
street,  and  Exchange-street,  be  altered  and  raised  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  plans  and  profiles  which  accompany  this 
Report. 

All  which  is  submitted. 

FRAS.  F1CKETT,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  >  Committee  on  Streets. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, ) 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  102, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  2d,  1836. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  enclosing 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Greenwich  Bank  for  Sa¬ 
vings. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  March  1st,  1836. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council : 

I  transmit  to  you  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Greenwich  Bank  for  Savings. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
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GREENWICH  SAVINGS  BANK, 

January  1st,  1836. 
THIRD  REPORT 

Of  the  Trustees  of  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Greenwich  Savings  Bank,  the  Trustees  now 
beg  leave  to  present  their  Third  Report — as  lollows : 

First— -ThaX  the  Trustees  have  received  from  two  thou¬ 
sand  and  thirty-one  depositors,  from  1st  January,  1835,  to 
the  31st  December,  1835,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  thousand  eight  dollars  and  15-100,  in  the  following 
manner : — 

In  the  month  of  January,  from  111  depositors,  $8,423  89 


w  February,  “ 

99 

do. 

6,023  50 

« 

«  March, 

134 

do. 

9,480  oa 

tt 

«  April,  “■ 

83 

do. 

5,028  30 

« 

“  May,  “ 

156 

do. 

10,055  72 

« 

“  June,  u 

324 

do. 

22,325  56 

« 

“  July,  “ 

204 

do. 

13,429  05 

« 

u  August,  “ 

190 

do. 

10,386  65 

“  September,  u 

224 

do. 

12,860  06 

u' 

«  October,  “ 

183 

do. 

10,108  80 

a 

«  November,  “ 

160 

do. 

7,491  79 

“ 

“  December,  “ 

163 

do. 

9,394  75 

2031 

$125,008  15 

Of  which  number  549  axe 

new  accounts  open- 

ed  with  the  Bank,  and  1482  are  re-deposites. 

2031 

Second—' That  the  sum  of  seventy-two  thousand  four 
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hundred  eighty-four  and  3-100  dollars  has  been  drawn  out, 
by  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  depositors.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber,  two  hundred  and  forty-seven,  have  closed  their  ac¬ 
counts. 


In  the  month  of 


January,  paid  86  drafts, 
February,  do.  64  do. 
March,  do.  61  do. 
April,  do.  58  do. 
May,  do.  65  do. 
June,  do.  30  do. 
July,  do.  78  do. 
August,  do.  70  do. 
September, do.  49  do. 
October,  do.  60  do. 
November,  do.  83  do. 
December,  do.  78  do. 


$6,908  22 
5,821  63 
5,679  68 
7,501  85 
5,568  77 
1,323  39 
11,186  40 
5,398  22 
4,154  88 
8,148  65 
7,676  94 
3,115  40 


782  $72,484  03 

Third — The  Deposites  have  been  classed  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  heads  of  professions  and  occupations : 


Apprentices,  1 

Attorneys,  5 

Accountant,  3 

Agents,  4 

Architects,  1 

Brass  Founders,  3 

Bakers,  3 

Boarding  House  Keepers,  4 
Blacksmiths,  6 

Bookbinders,  l 

Barbers,  1 

Banbox  Makers,  3 

Basket  Makers,  1 

Butchers,  2 

Bricklayers,  2 


Masons,  23 

Milliners,  2, 

Mathematical  Instrument 
Makers,  1 

Marble  Polishers,  3 

Mechanist  '  1 

Nurses,  6 

Plumber,  1 

Pavers,  v  1 

Porter-House  Keepers,  2 

Printers,  6 

Plasterers,  7 

Public-House  Keepers,  1 
Painters,  3 

Pedlars, 
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Clerks, 

Cartmen, 

Cabinetmakers, 

Cupper  &  Leechers, 
Carvers, 

Carpenters, 

Confectioners, 

Captains  of  Vessels, 
Cordwainers, 

Carpet  Weavers, 

Custom  House  Officers, 
Coachsmiths, 

China  Store, 

Cutter, 

Clergymen, 

Coachmakers, 

Carver  &.  Gilders, 
Domestics, 

Dressmakers, 

Dyers, 

Engravers, 

Fruit  Storekeepers, 
Founders, 

Farmers, 

Fishmongers, 

Gardeners, 

Granite  Stonecutters, 
Gentleman, 

Grate  &  Fender  Makers, 
Gas  Fitter, 

Grocers, 

Hairdressers, 

Harnessmakers, 

Hatters, 

House  Carpenters, 

Iron  Founders, 


Pilots,  1 

Painter’s  Clerk,  1 

Physicians,  2 

Tailors,  15 

Tinmen,  1 

Tailoresses,  25 

Teachers,  3 

Tavern  Keepers,  2 

Shoemakers,  24 

Stonecutters,  18 

Seamstresses,  15 

Storekeepers,  3 

Sawyers,  2 

Stockmakers,  2 

Super’d  Mahogany  Yard,  1 
Sweep  Master,  1 

School  Teachers,  1 

Straw  Sewers,  1 

Sextons,  1 

Ship  Joiners,  2 

Sculptors,  1 

Spring  Water  Men,  3 

Stone  Masons,  1 

Scavengers,  1 

Shingle  Shavers,  1 

Students  at  Law,  1 

Stone  Sawyer,  1 

Sewing  Furs,  1 

Sash  makers,  1 

Silk  Printers,  1 

Starchmakers,  1 

Umbrella  Makers,  1. 

Victuallers,  1 

Weavers,  23 

Waiters,  1 

Wheelwrights,  2 


16 

24 

6 

1 

1 

45 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

34 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

J 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

3 
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Laborers, 

Lecturers  on  Astronomy, 
Lawyers, 

Midwife, 

Merchants, 

Milkmen, 
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25  Watchcase  Makers,  \ 

1  Washers,  -j 

1  Whitesmith, 

1  Not  described,  being  or- 
^  phans,  miners,  &c.  57 

6 

Total,  549 


description  of  persons. 

Widows,  54;  Minors,  50;  Single  Women,  67—171 
,  u,stees’  n«Posites  in  trust  for  children,  orphans.  &c.  54 
Colored  persons,  ,  ' 


Total,  237’ 


Fourth— The  Deposits  have  been  made  in  the  following 
sums : 


From  1 

to  5, 

256 

“  5 

H  10, 

252 

“  10 

“  15, 

147 

“  15 

“  20, 

218 

“  20 

“  30, 

262 

«  30 

“  40, 

122 

“  40 

«  50, 

193 

“  W 

«  60, 

71 

“  60 

“  70, 

50 

“  70 

“  80, 

51 

“■  80 

«  90, 

27 

>om  90 

to  100, 

128 

“  100 

,  “  200, 

139:. 

«  200 

“  300, 

•52 

o 

o 

CO 

“  400, 

25 

“  400 

“  500, 

26 

«■  500 

“  600, 

3 

“  600 

“  700, 

1 

«  700 

o 

o 

00 

1 

00 

o 

o 

“  90(1, 

2 

“  900 

“  1000, 

3 

o 

o 

o 

“  2000, 

2' 

2031 
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RECEIPTS. 


From  July  1,  1833,  to  January  1,  1834,  from 
888  Depositors, 

«.  January  1,  1834,  to  January  1,  1835, 
from  1309  Depositors, 

«  January  1,  1835,  to  January  1,  1836, 
from  2031  Depositors, 

Depositors  5228. 


$78,099  09 
89,959  39 
125,008  15 
$293,066  63 


REPAID, 

From  July  1,  1833,  Jan.  1, 

1834,  to  Drafts  107,  $7,111  25 

«  Jan.  1, 1834,  to  Jan.  1, 

1835,  to  Drafts  596,  42,345  25 

«  Jan.  1,  1835  to  Jan.  1,  ♦ 

1836,  to  Drafts  782,  72,484  03 

1485  121,940  53  121,940  53 


Balance,  '  $171,126  10 


DOCUMENT  NO.  103. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  2d,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Finance ,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  Report  of  the  Comptroller ,  together  with  the  an¬ 
nual  Appropriation  Bill ,  for  the  year  1836,  presented 
the  following  Report  thereon ,  with  the  accompanying 
Ordinance ,  which  was  read ,  Report  adopted ,  and  the 
Law  passed  unanimously ,  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  subscriber  herewith  respectfully  presents  the  Annual 
Appropriation  Bill,  for  1836. 

The  only  difficulty  which  has  presented  itself  in  arriving 
at  the  amounts  to  be  appropriated  under  the  several  heads  of 
accounts,  is  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
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and  laying  down  Water  Pipes.  I  have,  however,  asked  for 
this  account,  the  amount  which  I  suppose  will  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  (which  is  corroborated  by  the  Water  Purvey¬ 
or’s  estimate).  It  will  be  for  the  Common  Council  to  deter¬ 
mine  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  this  appropriation.  There 
will,  however,  be  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  wanted  for 
keeping  the  present  pipes,  hydrants  stop  cocks,  &c.,  in  re¬ 
pair,  and  for  balance  of  contracts,  whether  there  are  any 
pipes  purchased  or  not. 

The  balance  of  specific  appropriations,  are  carried  to 
their  respective  accounts  for  1836,  and  were  on  1st  January, 
as  follows,  viz. : 


For  Water  Lot  Property,  at  Bellevue, 

$17,674  32 

Lunatic  Asylum, 

12,540  10 

House  of  Detention, 

192,088  47 

Union  Place,  .... 

24,738  00 

Lumber  Dock,  .  .  .  : 

58,000  00 

Upper  Police,  .  .  .  . 

706  25 

Bulkhead  at  White -Hall-slip,  .  . 

4,480  50 

Tompkins’  Square, 

2,224  02 

The  subscriber,  therefore,  respectfully  asks  the  Common 
Council  to  pass  the  Ordinance  making  appropriation  for 
1836,  which  is  hereto  annexed. 


Respectfully  submitted. 

n,  n. 

Comptroller. 


A  LAW, 


•Making  Appropriations  for  the  Ifear  1836. 

Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  New -  York,  That  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-six,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appropriated  for  payment,  under  the  heads  of  ac¬ 
counts,  herein  respectively  named. 

Alms  House,  Bridewell  and  Penitentiary,  $160,000 

Board  of  Health, . H000 

County  Contingencies,  -  30,000 

Commutation  Alien  Passengers,  .  .  100 

Courts,  33>000 

Coroner’s  Fees  and  Expenses,  .  •  4,500 

Charities, .  8,000 

Charges  on  Arrears,  ....  1,500 

Cleaning  Streets,  ....  115,000 

Docks  and  Slips, . 113,000 

Elections,  f .  6>000 

Fire  Department, .  35,000 

Fencing  Lots, .  1>000 

Intestate  Estates, .  1>250 

Interest, . §5>000 

Justices’  Courts,  ....  13,400 

Lands  and  Places, . 

Lamps  and  Gas, .  95,000 

Levying  Tax, . 10>000 


Carried  over,  .  .  $714,750 
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Brought  over, 

$714,750 

Liens  on  Lots,  .  .  .  .. 

5,000 

Markets, . 

55,000 

Mayoralty  Fees, 

100 

Public  Reservoir  .  .  . 

8,000 

Public  Schools,  .... 

,  88,500 

Police,  ; 

24,000 

Penalties,  .... 

2,000 

Printing  and  Stationary, 

18,000 

Roads, . 

15,000 

Repairs  and  Supplies, 

20,000 

Real  Estate, . 

10,000 

Salaries, . 

52,000 

Streets  Opening 'and  Paving, 

500,000 

Street  Expenses,  .... 

40,000 

Tavern  and  Excise  Licenses, 

1,500 

Watch,  . 

150,000 

Water  Pipes  and  Laying  Down, 

55,000 

Wells  and  Pumps, 

6,500 

$1,771,350 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller,  together  with  the  Annual  Ap¬ 
propriation  Bill,  for  the  year  1836. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  Appropriation  Bill,  and 
compared  the  same  with  the  expenditures  of  the  last  year 
under  the  several  heads  of  accounts,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  same  are  as  near  the  amounts,  as  can  well  be  calculated 
at  the  present  time. 

In  relation  to  the  item  for  purchasing  and  laying  down 
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Water  Pipes,  your  Committee  think  this  a  proper  appropria¬ 
tion.  Inasmuch  as  the  public  good  require,  it  should  be 
done,  and  no  way  or  mode  has  yet  been  pointed  out,  by 
which  this  expenditure  can  be  avoided,  it  being  understood 
the  Water  Cbmmissioners  decline  acting  in  the  matter. 

The  following  Resolution  is,  therefore,  offered  for  consi¬ 
deration  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Ordinance,  entitled  “A Law,  making 
appropriations  for  the  year  1836,  be  passed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH, 


Finance  Committee. 


- 


. . . 


BOOTMEMT  NO.  10&- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


The  Market  Committee ,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  taking  ground  fqr  extending  the  Centre  Market  be* 
tween  Grand  and  Broome  streets ,  in  the  Fourteenth 
Ward ,  'presented  the  following  Report  thereon ,  which 
was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Markets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
subject  of  taking  ground  for  extending  the  Centre  Market 
between  Grand  and  Broome  streets,  in  the  Fourteenth 
Ward, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  this  subject  has  been  Under  consideration  for  some 
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time,  and  two  reports  have  been  adopted  by  the  Common 
Council,  and  followed  by  applications  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  authorising  the  Supreme  Court  to  appoint  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Estimate  to  take  certain  property  for  market  pur¬ 
poses,  for  the  extension  of  this  market,  but  have  been  de¬ 
feated  by  the  owners  of  property  to  be  affected,  and  others 
connected  with  them.  The  present  plan,  according  to  the 
map  herewith  presented,  is  to  take  25  feet  on  Grand-street 
and  83  feet  on  Broome-slreet,  from  the  corner  of  Orange- 
street,  giving  an  area  of  25  by  83  feet,  and  370  by  385  feet, 
and  will,  by  placing  the  new  market  to  be  erected  on  the 
ground  now  proposed  to  be  taken,  leaves  a  space  on  the 
northwesterly  side  of  the  same  width  as  the  proposed  widen¬ 
ing  of  Centre-street  southerly  of  Grand-street,  and  will  be 
well  adapted  to  that  purpose,  should  that  street  be  extended 
farther  north.  The  owners  of  the  property  to  be  taken  ap¬ 
pear  to  approve  of  the  plan,  and  the  butchers  occupying  the 
present  market  also  assent  thereto.  It  only  wants  the  action 
of  the  Common  Council  to  have  this  much  desired  and 
much  discussed  question  settled.  Your  Committee,  there¬ 
fore,  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  a  law  authorising  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners  to  vest  in  the  Common  Council  the  ground 
between  Grand  and  Broome  streets,  on  Orange-street,  for 
market  purposes,  in  conformity  ^rith  the  map  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  au¬ 
thenticate  a  memorial  therefor  during  the  recess  of  the 
Board. 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

GEO.  CLINCH, 

BENJ’N  TOWNSEND. 
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The  Market  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men,  to  whom  the  annexed  Report,  with  the  papers  belong¬ 
ing  thereto,  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  had  been  referred, 
in  relation  to  the  extension  of  Centre  Market,  would 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT, 

That  they  have  given  this  subject  a  careful  investigation, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions,  and  also  to  adopt  such 
a  plan  as  would  most  likely  prove  satisfactorily  to  those  who 
are  more  or  less  interested  or  affected  by  the  Report  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  the 
plan,  as  adopted  by  said  Board,  to  which  they  refer,  will  be 
the  one  most  likely  to  meet  the  wishes  of  all,  or  nearly  all, 
who  have,  any  interest  in  the  improvement  of  said  market. 

With  these  views,  therefore,  the  Committee  recommend  a 
concurrence  with  the  Report  and  Resolution  as  passed  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 

GEO.  CLINCH,! 

BENJ’N  TOWNSEND. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  15,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  2,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  no.  105. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  14th,  1836. 


The  Presidents  and  Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards 
presented  the  following  Communication,  relative  to  the 
Fire  Loan  Stock,  together  with  a  Law  to  amend  a  law 
« to  regulate  the  purchase  of  Bonds  ,”  fyc.,  which  was 
read ,  Report  accepted  and  Law  passed. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Presidents  and  Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards, 
to  whom  was  committed  the  duty  of  examining  the  offers 
for  the  Fire  Loan  Stock  of  the  city  of  New-York, 

RESPECTFULLY  COMMUNICATE 
To  the  Common  Council: 

That  on  examining  the  offers  for  the  said  Stock,  they 
find  that  there  is  not  enough  subscribed  for  to  meet  the  ap- 
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plications  from  the  Companies.  The  recent  subscriptions 
to  the  new  stock  of  these  Companies  will  render  it  unne¬ 
cessary  to  issue  so  large  an  amount  of  stock,  even  if  offers 
had  been  made  for  the  whole  amount ;  and  with  a  view  of 
meeting  such  applications  as  may  yet  be  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Companies.  The  Committee  would  recommend  that 
authority  be  given  to  the  Comptroller,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Select  Comniittee  appointed  on  that  subject,  to  issue 
Stock  for  any  offers  that  may  be  received  at  not  less  than 
par  for  one  and  an  half  millions  of  dollars  in  the  said  Stock. 
Your  Committee  have  been  informed,  that  individuals 
would  subscribe  for  portions  of  this  stock  on  these  terms, 
and  they  think  that  this  amount  will  probably  meet  all  the 
wants  of  the  Companies  which  are  to  be  supplied  by  the 
city. 

With  these  views,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac¬ 
companying  ordinance. 

ISAAC  L.  YARIAN,  President  of  Board  of  Alder’n. 

J.  R.  WHITING,  President  of  Board  of  Assistants. 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Finance  Committee  of  the 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  \  Board  of  Aldermen. 

AARON  CLARK,  )  Finance  Committee  of  the 

BENJ.  TOWNSEND,  $  Board  of  Assistants. 


A  LAW 


To  amend  a  Law  “  to  regulate  the  purchase  of  Bonds  and 
Mortgages,  which  belonged,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  in  the  year  1835,  to  any  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
panies  in  the  City  of  New-York, whose  Capital  may  have 
been  impaired  by  losses  occasioned  by  the  Fire  of  the  16th 
ai^d  17th  of  that  month,  and  to  provide  the  Funds  neces¬ 
sary  for  that  purpose.” 

Section  1.  The  Comptroller  may,  when  directed  so  to  do 
by  the  Select  Committee  appointed  under  the  ninth  section 
of  the  law  hereby  amended,  within  sixty  days  from  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  act,  accept  of  any  offers  for  any  portion  of  the 
Stock  authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  said  law,  which  has  not 
been  subscribed  for,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  amount  one 
and  an  half  million  of  dollars,  redeemable  at  a  period  not 
longer  than  five  years  from  the  time  the  said  stock  shall  be 
issued ;  and  he  may  issue  stock  on  bonds  therefor,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  directed  by  the  said  law:  Provided,  that  no  such  offer 
shall  be  accepted  for  any  portion  of  the  said  stock  below  the 
par  value  thereof. 

Sect.  2d.  All  the  provisions  of  the  law  hereby  amended 
shall  be  applicable  to  the  stock  which  may  be  issued  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  foregoing  section,  in  the  same  manner  as  to 
the  stock  which  may  have  been  subscribed  for  under  the  said 
law,  excepting  so  far  as  they  are  inconsistent  herewith. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14,  1836. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  14,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1836. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk 


DOCUMENT  NO.  106. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  14,  1836. 


The  following  Memorial  of  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Com¬ 
pany ,  tendering  their  services  to  the  Corporation ,  and 
praying  to  be  recognized  by  law ,  was  presented  and 
read ,  together  with  the  annexed  resolutions ,  which  were 
adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assis¬ 
tants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New- 
York  : 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the 
«  Third  Ward  Hose  Company,” 

MOST  RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENTS : 

That  a  company  has  been  formed  in  the  Third  Ward  of 
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this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  extinguishment  of 
fires  ;  have  adopted 'a  constitution  and  by-laws  ;  assumed  the 
name  above  stated,  of  the  “Third  Ward  Hose  Company;” 
and  elected  their  officers. 

This  Company  must  trace  its  immediate  origin  to  the 
dreadful  conflagration  of  the  16th  December ;  although  the 
very  severe  and  increasingly  severe  duties  of  the  regularly 
organized  Fire  Department  for  some  few  years  last  past,  and 
the  frequent  occurrence  of  two  fires  in  different  and  even 
distant  parts  of  the  city  at  the  same  time,  has  long  since  sug¬ 
gested  the  expediency  of  local  associations,  which  should 
confine  their  operations  to  small  limits.  Impressed  with 
these  ideas,  and  the  importance  of  having  at  all  times  with¬ 
in  the  precincts  of  the  Ward,  some  efficient  means  of  pro¬ 
tection  against  fire,  in  cases  of  the  Fire  Department  being 
elsewhere  engaged,  or  at  least  of  keeping  a  fire  in  check  in 
such  an  exigency,  until  efficient  aid  can  be  supplied  from 
the  Department ;  and,  in  the  humble  hope  that,  under  the 
direction  of,  and  in  subordination  to,  the  officers  of  the  City 
Government,  a  Volunteer  Local  Company  might  be  usefnl 
at  fires,  some  exempt  firemen  of  the  Third  Ward  proposed 
a  project  which  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  this  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  proposal  to  form  a  Fire  Company  for  the  Third  Ward 
was  made  soon  after  the  great  fire.  A  subscription  was 
opened  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  to  purchase  the  property 
which  an  efficient  Hose  Company  would  need;  and  in  a 
very  few  days  a  sufficient  amount  was  subscribed  to  justify 
the  Committee  charged  with  the  business  in  contracting  for 
the  apparatus.  The  time  needed  to  make  the  apparatus  has 
delayed  until  the  present  time  the  full  and  complete  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  company. 

The  fire  company  proposed  is  now  organized  as  a  double 
Hose  Company.  It  has  two  Hose  Carriages  and  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  feet  of  Hose,  which,  together  with  the  other  articles  of 
apparatus  needed, cost  a  about  eighteen  hundred  dollars;  and 
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it  is  proposed,  in  case  sufficient  money  be  raised,  to  add  to 
their  apparatus  as  many  Fire  Buckets  as  can  be  convenient¬ 
ly  transported  with  the  carriages. 

The  subscribers  to  the  fund  raised  for  purchasing  this  ap¬ 
paratus  were  convened  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  March, 
instant,  by  notices  to  each  of  them,  and  at  such  meeting  a 
report  of  said  purchases  and  the  organization  of  this  com¬ 
pany  was  made,  and  on  motion,  resolutions  were  passed,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Hose  Carriages  and  Hose  mentioned 
in  said  report,  and  such  other  machinery,  implements  and 
furniture  as  are  necessary  and  proper  for  a  Hose  Fire  Com. 
pany,  and  are,  or  shall  be,  purchased  with  the  funds  sutr 
scribed,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are  given  to  the  said  com¬ 
pany — but  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  following,  that  is 
to  say : 

“1st.  The  property  and  articles  abovementioned,  shall  be 

at  all  times  kept  ready  and  in  order  for  use  within  this  Ward, 
“  except  for  such  periods  as  they  may,  during  the  existence 
“  of  a  fire  out  of  the  ward,  be  taken  out  of  it  to  aid  in  the 
“  extinguishment  of  said  fire. 

“  2d.  The  said  Company  shall  tender  to  the  Corporation 
“of  the  city  of  New-York  their  services  within  the  Third 
“  Ward  as  a  Fire  Company:  to  be  accepted  by  the  Corporation, 
“  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  Common  Council  in 
“  their  wisdom  may  prescribe. 

11  Resolved,  That  said  company  form  rules  and  regulations 
“  for  their  own  government,  but  consistent  with  the  forego- 
“  ing  conditions.” 

And  your  Memorialists  further  show, that  the  Constitution 
of  said  Third  Ward  Hose  Company  contains  the  following 
sections,  to  wit : 

“  ARTICLE  VII. 

“  Section  1st.  This  Company  shall  perform  such  fire  du- 
“  ties  and  services  within  the  Third  Ward  as  shall  be  requi- 


564 


Doc.  No.  106.] 

«  red  of  it  by  any  laws  or  resolutions  of  the  Corporation  of 
«  the  city  of  New-York. 

u  Sec.  2d.  At  all  fires  at  which  this  Company,  as  such,  or 
“its  members,  attend,  it  and  they  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 

‘  placed  under  the  command  and  authority  of  the  officers  of 
« the  Fire  Department  and  of  the  city,  on  the  same  footing 
u  with  companies  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department;  Provid- 
“ed,  those  officers  will  exercise  such  commandand  authority.” 

A  copy  of  the  whole  of  said  Constitution  is  annexed  to 
this  Memorial,  and  most  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

And  your  Memorialists  further  state,  that  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  said  Constitution,  said  Company  is  organized. 
It  is  now  composed  of  thirty-three  members,  almost,  if  nof 
quite,  all  of  whom  are  exempt  from  service  as  Firemen,  or 
in  the  Militia ;  and  fourteen  of  them  are  experienced  fire¬ 
men,  who  have  received  their  discharges  from  the  Fire  De¬ 
partment.  The  Company  have  met,  and  chosen  their  offi¬ 
cers,  and  they  are  as  follows,  viz : 

John  W.  Degrauw,  Foreman ;  Samuel  S.  Wyckoff,  1st 
Assistant ;  Leonard  Baum,  2d  Assistant ;  Peter  R.  W ar- 
ner,  Secretary ;  Henry  Wyckoff,  Treasurer. 

A  roll  of  the  Company,  certified  by  the  Secretary,  is  here¬ 
to  annexed,  and  is  most  respetfully  submitted  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

Your  Memorialists  furthermost  respectfully  state,  that  by 
reference  to  said  resolutions  of  the  said  subscribers,  and  to 
the  annexed  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Company,  the 
Company  has  been  raised  for  the  especial  protection  of  the 
Third  Ward,  and  is  required  at  all  times  to  be  ready  for  ser¬ 
vice,  and  to  serve  in  all  cases  of  fire  in  the  Third  Ward. 
Neither  the  said  resolutions  or  constitution,  or  by-laws  of 
the  Company  require  any  service  of  any  member  of  the 
Company  out  of  the  Third  Ward  ;  but  there  is  nothing  in 
either  of  those  documents  which  restrains  the  operations 
of  the  Company  to  the  ward.  On  the  contrary — they  are  all 
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carefully  drawn  to  allow  the  Company  to  employ  themselves- 
and  their  apparatus  wherever  they  can  be  useful ;  and  your 
memorialists  speak  the  voice  of  the  company,  when  they 
say,  that  they  humbly  trust  their  neighbors  will  never 
need  their  services  and  not  have  them :  Provided ,  it  be 
agreeble  to  the  City  Authorities  and  to  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment. 

With  these  sentiments  of  the  Company,  and  under,  and 
in  pursuance  of  said  resolutions  of  the  said  subscribers,, 
and  of  their  constitution,  your  memorialists  are  appointed  a 
committee  by  said  company,  and  charged  with  the  duty  of 
tendering  their  services  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
New- York  as  a  Fire  -Company,  to  be  accepted  by  them 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  they  in  their  wisdom 
may  prescribe,  and  subject  to  such  authority  and  control  of 
the  officers  of  the  city  and  of  the  Fire  Department  within  the 
Third  Ward,  or  when  at  fires  elsewhere,  as  the  Common 
Council  shall,  by  law  or  resolution  declare. 

The  Company  is  organised  for  local,  special  and  volun¬ 
teer  service,  and  therefore  do  not  feel  themselves  entitled 
to  any  of  the  special  previleges  or  exemptions  of  the  Fire 
Department ;  or  even  to  admission  into,  or  be  otherwise  con¬ 
sidered  than  as  an  appendage  to  that  Department  and 
without  privileges  as  such.  To  be  useful,  they  need  autho¬ 
rity  to  use  the  Hydrants  and  other  waters  of  the  city,  on 
the  footing  of  like  companies  of  the  Department;  and  they 
feel  the  necessity  of  their  subordination  to  the  authority  of  the 
Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers,  and  other  superior  officers  of 
the  city,  when  at  fires,  on  the  same  footing  with  Companies 
of  the  Department. 

Your  Memorialists,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  “  Third 
Ward  Hose  Company,”  most  respectfully  tender  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  said  Company  to  the  City  Authoriteis,  as  a  Hose 
Fire  Company,  and  pray  the  Honorable  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  recognise  them  as  a  Fire  Company ;  to  accept  their 
services  as  above  stated,  and  put  them  on  the  same  footing 
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with  other  companies  when  on  duty,  and  to  pass  such  laws 
and  resolutions  as  may  enable  said  Company  to  be  useful  at 
fires  in  the  Third  Ward  and  elsewhere  in  the  city. 

Most  respectfully  subitted. 

New- York,  March  12,  1836. 

WM.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  1  * 

J.  W.  DEGRAUW,  § 

SAMUEL  S.  WYCKOFF,  V  I 
WM.  TIMPSON,  § 

JAS.  MONROE,  J  ^ 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  THIRD  WARD  HOSE  COMPANY. 

Article  1.— This  Company  shall  be  called  “Third  Ward 
Hose  Company.” 


Of  the  Officers. 

Article  2.  §  1.  The  officers  of  the  Company  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  a  Foreman  ;  as  many  assistant  Foremen  as  the  Com¬ 
pany  shall  have  carriages,  and  as  many  more  as  shall  by  law 
be  determined ;  to  be  designated  as  First  Assistant,  Second 
Assistant,  &c.  according  to  rank  ;  a  Secretary,  and  a  Trea¬ 
surer  ;  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  the 
month  of  May. 

§  2.  The  officer  highest  in  rank  present  shall  command 
when  the  Company  is  in  service,  and  preside  at  all  other 
meetings  and  committees. 


i  3.  The  authority  and  sub-ordination  of  officers  and  men 
when  in  service,  shall  be  absolute.  No  emu*  shall  justify 
dl^bedience  of  an  order  of  an  officer  or  person  in  command 
when  in  service  except  the  impossibility  or  extreme  dangei 

f  eCUti"?  “ 1  "nd  ‘he  °®Cer  ShaU  be’ and  is 

responsible,  for  all  consequences  of  his  orders. 


Article  3. 
for  the  time 


Of  the  Foremen  and  Assistants. 

S  1.  The  Foreman  or  person  acting  as  such 
being,  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  all 
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the  affairs  of  the  Company ;  have  charge  of  the  hose,  car¬ 
riages,  and  other  property  of  the  Company,  except  such  as 
appertain  to  the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ;  and  see 
that  they  are  in  order ,  see  that  all  persons  and  committees 
do  their  duties,  and  enforce  the  laws. 

§  2.  The  Assistants  shall  aid  their  superiors  in  rank  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  in  their  absence  each  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  his  superior  according  to  his  rank. 

Of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Article  4.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  roll  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny  ;  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  and  record  the  same  ;  ascer¬ 
tain  and  record  all  absences  of  members  from  Company  meet¬ 
ings  ;  give  notices  to  the  members  of  all  regular  meetings,  or 
others  called  by  authortty ;  collect  all  dues  and  fines  ;  keep 
an  account  thereof,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer 
on  his  receipt ;  perform  all  other  duties  ordinarily  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  office  or  Secretary  or  Clerk  ;  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  Foreman  and  Assistants,  perform  their  duties  as  before 
defined  and  at  all  times  shall  aid  and  assist  those  officers  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Article  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  all  mo.nies  and  papers 
relating  to  the  property  of  the  Company ;  he  shall  keep  a 
regular  account,  in  books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  of 
all  money  received  and  expended  for  the  Company ;  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Company,  when  approved  by  the  Foreman, 
or  acting  Foreman  ;  render  a  detailed  statement  in  the  form 
of  an  account  current  of  his  transactions,  at  every  quarterly 
meeting,  audited  by  a  committee  previously  appointed  by  the 
Foreman  for  that  purpose,  to  the  end  that  the  same  be  pas¬ 
sed  upon  by  the  Company  and  filed  with  the  secretary. 

Article  6.  The  books  and  papers  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
officers  and  committees  ;  and  such  books  and  papers  shall  be 
the  property  of  the  Company,  and  pass  with  the  offices. 
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Of  Duties. 

Article  7.  Sec.  1.  This  Company  shall  perform  such  firer 
duties  and  services  within  the  Third  Ward,  as  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  of  it  by  any  laws  or  resolutions  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  city  of  New  York. 

Sec.  2-  At  all  fires  at  which  this  Company,  as  such,  or  its 
members,  attend,  it  and  they  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  placed 
under  the  command  and  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  of  the  City,  on  the  same  footing  with  Com¬ 
panies  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department :  Provided ,  those 
officers  will  exercise  such  command  and  authority. 

Miscellaneous  Provisions. 

Article  8.  Sec.  1.  The  Company  shall  meet  quarter  year¬ 
ly  for  the  transaction  of  business,  at  such  times  and  and  places 
as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  Law. 

Sec.  2.  Fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  who 
.shalljhave  power,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  pass  all  laws  and 
transact  all  business,  except  to  alter  this  Constitution,  and 
elect  members. 

Article  9.  Sec.  1.  All  Elections,  whether  of  officers  or 
members,  shall  be  by  ballot ;  and  no  member  shall  be  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  Company,  unless  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  present  shall  be  in  his  favor.  Members  shall  be 
elected  only  at  a  regular  quarterly  meeting,  or  a  meeting  cah 
led  for  the  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  Every  person  who  shall  become  a  member  of  this 
Company,  shall  continue  such  until  he  shall  resign  by  a  com¬ 
munication  in  writing,  and  such  resignation  be  accepted  by 
a  vote  of  the  Company,  or  he  shall  be  expelled. 

Article  10.  No  part  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  altered, 
except  at  a  regular  quarterly  meeting,  or  such  meeting  com 
tinued  by  adjournment,  and  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  belonging  to  the  Company  in  favor  of  such  altera¬ 
tion. 
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Article  11.  All  members  of  this  Company  shall  subscribe 
their  names  to  this  Constitution,  and  by  so  doing  they  promise 
to  adhere  to  its  principles,  obey  its  requirements,  and  obey 
and  keep  all  its  laws. 

New  York,  12 th  March ,  1836. 

1  certify  the  preceding  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Company,  as  adopted  at  meetings 
held  on  12th  and  15th  February  last. 

P.  R.  WARNER,  Secretary  3d  Ward  Hose  Co. 


List  of  the  Members  of  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Company. 

JohnW,  Degrauw,  Foreman. 

Samuel  S.  Wyckoff,  First  Assistant. 

Leonard  Baum,  Second  Assistant. 

Peter  R.  Warner,  Secretary. 

Henry  W  yckoff,  Treasurer. 

Hartman  Yreeland,  James  Monroe, 

William  Samuel  Johnson,  Abraham  W.  Cooper, 

Richard  McCollick,  Marcus  Nutting, 

John  Boyce,  James  E.  Wood, 

Frederick  Bronson,  Willis  Hall, 

James  M.  Patterson,  Abraham  Ackerman, 

Henry  L.  W.  Schiefflin,  Enock  Morgan, 

William  Timpson,  Asa  Hall, 

Uzal  P.  Ward,  Thomas  C.  Bartine, 

Reuben  Bunn,  Henry  Adriance, 

Christian  Stewart,  James  Hill, 

Ashbel  Denison,  Jesse  Foshay, 

John  Heustis,  Joseph  Frieze, 

Gouverneur  Y.  Bartine,  William  Burger, 

New  York ,  12th  March ,  1836. 

We  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  list  of  the  members 
of  the  Third  Ward  Hose  Company. 

J.  W.  DEGRAUW,  Foreman. 

P.  R. WARNER,  Secretary. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  the 
“  Third  Ward  Hose  Company”  dated  the  12th  day  of  March 
instant,  be  accepted,  printed  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  the  “  Third  Ward  Hose  Company”  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  recognised  as  a  volunteer  Fire  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  City  of  New-York,  and  as  attached  to,  but  not 
a  part  of,  the  Fire  Department. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  Assistant 
Engineers,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  take  command 
of,  and  exercise  the  like  authority  over  the  said  “  Third 
Ward  Hose  Company”  at  Fires,  as  of  Companies  of  the  Fire 
Department.  But  nothing  in  these  resolutions  contained 
shall  be  construed  as  conferring  on  said  Company  or  the 
members  thereof,  the  privileges  or  exemptions  of  members 
of  the  Fire  Department,  or  as  making  the  Company  a  con¬ 
stituent  part  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Resolved ,  That  the  same  rights  to  open  and  use  the  Hy¬ 
drants  of  the  city,  be,  and  hereby  are  granted  to  said  “Third 
Ward  Hose  Company”  as  are  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  the 
Companies  of  the  Fire  Department ;  and  that  the  Chief  En¬ 
gineer  furnish  the  Company  with  keys  to  the  hydrants. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  fur¬ 
nish  the  “  Third  Ward  Hose  Company,”  and  also,  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  the  several  Assistant  Engineers,  each,  with  a 
certified  copy  of  these  resolutions,  when  they  shall  have  been 
adopted  by  both  Boards  and  approved  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14th,  1836. 
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BO  AMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  14,  1836. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Joint  Ferry  Committee  on  the 
renewal  of  the  Lease  of  Messrs.  Stevens  for  the  Hobo¬ 
ken  Ferries ,  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assistants, 
which  was  read,  laid  on  the  tabte  and  directed  to  be  print¬ 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Ferry  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  back 
their  Report  on  the  Hoboken  Ferry  annexed, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT  : 

That  your  Committee  have  had  a  further  interview  with 
the  applicant  Mr.  J.  A.  Stevens,  and  have  ascertained  that 
he  will  take  a  Lease  from  the  Corporation  of  three  Ferries, 
to  wit :  from  Barclay  street,  from  Hoboken  street,  and  from 
Christopher  street,  all  to  run  to  Hoboken  for  a  term  of  seven 
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years,  with  two  renewals  of  five  years  each  ;  the  rent  of  the 
Barclay  street  ferry  for  the  first  seven  years  to  be  $800  a 
year,  subject  to  any  claim  which  the  estate  of  Messrs.  Rhine¬ 
lander  may  have  to  the  bulkhead  ;  the  Ferry  at  Hoboken 
street  for  the  first  term  to  be  $200,  and  the  Ferry  to  be  es¬ 
tablished  at  Christopher  street  for  the  first  seven  years  to  be 
at  a  nominal  rent ;  and  at  the  termination  of  the  first  terrn 
the  rent  of  said  three  ferries  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties 
or  by  umpires,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  and  at  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  third  term  to  be  appraised  and  settled  in  a  similar 
manner.  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend,  as  this 
additional  Ferry  is  loudly  called  for  and  highly  necessary 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  that  a 
Lease  be  given  to  Messrs.  Stevens  for  the  terms  above  stated 
for  the  three  Ferries,  and  offer  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  leases  be  granted  to  John  Stevens,  for  the 
Ferries  now  established  from  the  foot  of  Barclay  and  Hobo¬ 
ken  streets  respectively  to  Hoboken  and  for  a  new  Ferry  to 
be  established  from  the  foot  of  Christopher  street  to  the  same 
place ;  the  said  leases  to  be  respectively  for  a  term  of  seven 
years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1835.” 

11  Resolved ,  That  the  rent  to  be  reserved  in  the  lease  for 
the  Barclay  street  Ferry,  shall  be  $800  per  annum,  subject  to 
such  deduction  as  is  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  the  rent  for 
the  Hoboken  street  Ferry  $200  per  annum,  and  that  the 
lease  of  the  Ferry  to  be  established  at  the  foot  of  Christopher 
street  shall  be  nominal ;  Also  that  a  covenant  shall  be  insert¬ 
ed  in  the  said  leases  providing  for  the  renewal  thereof  for 
two  further  terms  of  five  years  at  such  rents  as  may  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  seven  years,  and  the  first  term  of 
five  years,  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Common  Council  and 
the  lessees,  or  as  may  be  determined  by  appraisers  to  be 
chosen  by  the  said  parties  mutually,  or  by  one  of  such  ap¬ 
praisers  and  an  umpire. 

“  Resolved,  That  in  the  lease  for  the  Ferry  at  the  foot  of 
Barclay  street,  nothing  more  shall  be  granted  than  the  privi- 
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lege  of  conducting  a  Ferry  from  that  place  subject  to  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  rights  of  the  heirs  of  William  Rhinelander 
deceased,  to  the  bulkhead  at  the  foot  of  Barclay  street  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  to  the  wharfage  or  profits  to  accrue  there¬ 
from.” 

“  Resolved ,  That  a  provision  shall  be  inserted  in  the  lease 
for  the  Ferry  at  the  loot  of  Christopher  street,  requiring  the 
Lessee  to  furnish  the  necessary  fixtures,  floats  and  other 
accommodations  at  that  place  for  the  said  Ferry,  and  to 
place  one  good  Steam  Ferry  Boat  on  the  said  Ferry  which 
shall  leave  New  York  at  least  once  in  every  hour  during  the 
day  ;  also  to  place  additional  boats  upon  the  said  Ferry 
when  required  by  the  Common  Council.” 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  said  leases  at 
the  expense  of  the  Petitioner  and  that  the  same  be  executed 
in  the  usual  mode.” 

The  following  additional  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Cleaveland  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  lessees  shall  be  bound  to  place  addi¬ 
tional  boats  on  any  or  all  of  the  said  ferries  at  such  times  as 
may  be  required  by  the  Common  Council — and  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  lease  shall  prevent  the  establishment  of  other 
ferries  across  the  North  River  previous  to  the  expiration  of 
the  terms  for  which  the  same  shall  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  rates  of  ferriage  on  said  ferries  shall 
not  be  raised  to  any  larger  amount  than  what  are  now  taken 
and  to  what  they  have  deen  reduced  by  the  said  lessees. 


JOHN  LOYETT, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
ALEXANDER  STEWART, 
R.  R.  WARD, 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD, 


J 


Joint  Com ■ 
mittee  on 
Ferries. 


DOCUMENT  mo.  108, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  14th,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas  to  whom  had  been  re¬ 
ferred  the  Petition  of  N.  Prime  and  others.  Also  the 
Report  and  Resolution  from  the  Board  of  Assistants , 
for  lighting  the  3 d  Avenue  from  28 th  to  129 th  streets 
with  Gas,  presented  the  following  Report ,  which  was 
read  ;  Laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed  for 
the  me  of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Lamp  and  Gas  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Prime  and  others,  as  also  the 
Report  on  the  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  < 
lighting  the  3rd  Avenue  from  28th  to  129th  street, 

REPORT, 

That  they  have  maturely  deliberated  on  the  subject  refer¬ 
red  ;  and  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the  Board  of  Assist¬ 
ants  in  lighting  the  same  at  the  public  expense. 
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Your  Committee  think  it  would  be  making  a  preceden 
that  would  not  only  be  attended  with  innumerable  difficul¬ 
ties,  but  with  serious  consequences  to  the  Public  Treasury . 
As  the  inhabitants  residing  on,  and  travelling  other  avenues 
would  have  equal  rights  with  those  of  the  3rd  Avenue,  to 
petition,  and  have  the  same  lighted  in  like  manner,  which 
would  be  contrary  to  the  justice,  and  policy  which  has  al¬ 
ways  heretofore  been  preserved  in  lighting  the  city. 

The  Lamp  District  was  extended  in  1833,  from  13th  to 
21st  street,  since  which  time  the  travel  on  the  3d  Avenue  has 
*  increased  to  a  very  considerable  extent  and  the  population 
and  improvements  in  proportion, —And  although  your  Com¬ 
mittee  cannot  but  think  it  is  rather  premature  in  lighting  the 
whole  line  ot  this  Avenue — still,  however,  knowing  that  a 
very  many  of  our  Citizens  doing  business  in  the  lower  wards, 
and  owning  property  and  residing  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
12th  Ward,  have  frequently  to  encounter  dark  nights  in  tra¬ 
velling  to  their  residences,  and  who  are  perfectly  willing  to 
bear  the  burthen  of  the  Lamp  Tax,  from  which  their  pro¬ 
perty  is  at  present  exempt.  Your  Committee  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  recommend  that,  that  portion  of  the  12th 
Ward,  on  and  adjacent  to  the  3d  Avenue,  and  between  28th 
and  129th  street,  to  take  in  the  Lamp  district,  and  lighted ; 
and  would  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Lamp  district  be  extended  along  the 
line  of  the  Third  Avenue,  from  its  present  termination  of 
21st  street,  to  129th  street,  so  as  to  include  therein  all  the 
land  lying  at  each  side  of  said  Avenue  to  half  the  distance 
between  said  Avenue,  and  the  Second  and  Fourth  Avenues, 
respectfully.  And  that  the  superintendent  of  Lamps  and 
Gas  cause  to  be  placed  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Lamps  and  Gas  as  many  Lamp  Posts  and  Lamps 
as  may  be  required,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  lighted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JAMES  FERRIS,  Chairman. 
FRANCIS  FICKETT, 

EGBERT  BENSON. 
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The  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas  of  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sistant  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  di¬ 
recting  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  light¬ 
ing  the  Third  Avenue  from  28th  street  to  129th  street,  re¬ 
spectfully 

REPORT : 

That  from  their  personal  observation  of  the  Third  Avenue, 
and  considering  the  number  of  inhabitants  now  residing  on, 
and  near  this  Avenue  and  the  great  concourse  of  people  who 
have  occasion  to  travel  on  this  part  of  the  Avenue  in  the 
night  time.  Your  Committee  are  well  satisfied  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  lighted  at  the  public  expense,  and  they  offer  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Third  Avenue  be  lighted  from  28th 
street  to  129th  street,  and  that  the  superintendant  of  Lamps 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  effect  the  object  of  this  resolution. 
EDWARD  CURTIS,  ) 

L.  P.  JORDAN,  >  Committee. 

JOHN  Y.  GREENFIELD,  ) 


DOCUMENT  WO.  109. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  14,  1836. 

The  Street  Committee  presented  the  following  Report 
on  the  petition  of  sundry  persons ,  to  retain  certain 
Streets  at  Manhattanville ,  as  originally  laid  out  in  the 
year  1806,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  sundry  persons  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  alter  the  plan  of  the  City  so  as  to 
retain  Manhattan-street,  Laurence-street,  and  Schieffelin-street 
at  Manhattanville,  as  originally  laid  down  in  the  year  1806r 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

The  petitioners  set  forth  that  Manhattanville  was  survey¬ 
ed  and  laid  out  as  a  village  in  the  year  1806.  A  considera¬ 
ble  number  of  lots  fronting  on  the  streets,  as  laid  down  on 
the  map  of  Manhattanville,  were  sold  and  various  improve- 
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ments  made  and  buildings  erected,  and  a  part  of  Manhattan- 
street  was  ceded  to,  and  accepted  by  the  Corporation,  all 
prior  to  the  general  survey  of  the  Island. 

The  formation  of  the  ground  is  such,  that  it  cannot  con¬ 
veniently  be  drained  by  any  other  course  than  through  one 
of  the  streets  as  laid  down  on  the  map  of  the  Village. 
The  streets  according  to  the  Commissioner’s  map,  cross 
the  three  main  streets  of  Manhattanville  diagonally,  and 
would  pass  over  a  hill  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  height. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  present  streets  remaining  as  they 
now  are,  has  for  many  years  past  prevented  the  increase  or 
growth  of  the  Village. 

The  petitioners,  therefore,  for  the  reasons  above  stated^ 
pray  that  Manhattan-street,  Laurence-street,  and'Schieffd- 
lin-street  be  continued  until  they  meet  125th,  126th,  and 
127th  streets. 

The  Committee  would  here  remark,  that  this  application 
was  presented  to  the  Common  Council  more  than  two  years 
since,  when  public  notice  was  given  of  the  proposition,  and 
no  objections  presented  to  the  same.  But  since  the  original 
petition  was  presented,  the  Committee  have  at  various  times 
conferred  with  the  parties  interested,  and  owing  to  a  change 
in  the  views  of  some  of  the  petitioners,  the  Committee  have 
until  this  time  been  undecided  as  to  the  Course  they  should 
recommend : 

YdUr  Cdrriniittee  believe,  that  they  have  at  length  united 
a  majority  df  the  parties  interested,  by.  retaining  Manhattan- 
street  as  originally  laid  down,  between  125th-street  near  the 
Ninth  Avenue  and  the  Hudson  river,  and  by  continuing 
Laurence-street  from  where  it  intersects  126th-street  near 
the  Ninth  Avenue  to  the  Eleventh  Avenue,  and  by  aban¬ 
doning  'SchiefFelin-street  Altogether. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  offered: 

Resolved ,  That  application  be  made  to'the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  for  the  passage  of  a  law,  so  to  alter  the  map  or 
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plan  of  the  city,  as  to  restore  according  to  the  original  plan 
made  for  laying  out  the  streets  at  Manhattanville,  that  one 
then  called  Manhattan-street  from  where  it  intersects  125th- 
street  near  the  Ninth  Avenue  to  the  Hudson  river  ;  also,  to 
restore  according  to  the  aforesaid  original  plan,  that  street 
then  called  Laurence-street  from  where  it  would  intersect 
126th-street  near  the  Ninth  Avenue  to  the  Eleventh  Avenue, 
and,  also,  for  authority  to  close  up  the  present  126th-street 
from  where  the  aforesaid  Laurence-street  would  intersect  it 
to  the  Tenth  Avenue ;  also,  to  close  up  the  present  127th- 
street  from  where  it  will  be  intersected  by  Laurence-street, 
aforesaid,  to  where  it  will  be  intersected  by  Manhattan-street, 
aforesaid ;  and,  also,  to  close  the  present  128th-street  from 
where  it  will  be  intersected  by  Laurence-street,  aforesaid,  to 
where  it  will  be  intersected  by  Manhattan-street,  aforesaid, 
at  the  Eleventh  Avenue. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Counsel  for  the  Corporation,  prepare 
the  necessary  memorial  and  bill  for  an  application  to  the  Le¬ 
gislature,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  proposition  con¬ 
tained  in  the  preceding  resolution. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  }  Street  Committee. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  21,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  23,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  110. 


BOAMD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15,  1836. 


Report  from  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Eleventh 
Ward  and  the  Street  Commissioner,  upon  the  petition  of 
Eber  Wheaton  to  raise  a  House  in  Fourth-street. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Eleventh  Ward  and 
the  Street  Commissioner,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
petition  of  Eber  Wheaton,  asking  permission  to  raise  a  house 
in  Fourth-street  about  six  feet, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  from  the  circumstances  set  [forth  in  the  petition, 
the  subscribers  would  feel  entirely  disposed  to  recommend 
that  the  permission  asked  should  be  granted,  if  they  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  Common  Council  had  power  to  do  so,  or 
that  their  permission  could  be  of  service  to  the  petitioner. 
The  subject,  however,  respecting  which  the  present  applica- 
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tion  is  made,  is  regulated  entirely  by  a  law  of  the  State,  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Common  Council  have  any  con¬ 
trol  over  it.  By  the  20th  Section  of  the  act  to  amend  the 
acts  theretofore  passed,  for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  passed  April  20th,  1830,  it  is  declared  that  no 
wooden  building  shall  be  raised,  enlarged,  or  built  upon,  or 
removed  from  one  lot  to  any  other  lot  within  the  fire  limits, 
and  this  provision  was  amended  by  the  act  passed  April  30, 
1834,  so  as  merely  to  permit  the  putting  of  dormant  windows 
thereon. 

The  prohibition,  however,  is  positive,  and  the  penalty  for 
its  violation,  which  is  $250  is  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of 
the  fire  department.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Fire  Wardens  to 
see  that  the  laws  for  the  prevention  of  fires  are  duly  observed, 
and  those  Officers  are  created  by  the  Common  Council,  but 
the  subscribers  do  not  believe  that  the  consent  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  would  from  that  circumstance  warrant  them  in 
a  neglect  of  their  duty. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  subscribers  are  driven  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  right  for  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  to  interfere  in  a  case.of  this  kind,  although  the  request  is 
in  itself  a  reasonable  one ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  might  with  safety  have  authorised  the 
consent  of  the  Common  Council  to  be  given  in  cases  of  this 
nature,  where  they  might  deem  it  just  towards  the  applicant, 
and  safe  in  regard  to  the  community  so  to  do.  As  no  Such 
discretion  is  vested  by  the  law  of  the  State,  the  subscribers 
feel  it  their  duty  to  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  Common  Council  cannot  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition. 

2.  Resolved,  Thai  an  application  he  made  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  for  the  passage  of  an  act,  to  modify  the  existing  State 
Laws  for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  this  city,  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  authorise  the  Common  Council  to  permit  houses  to 
be  raised  where  the  streets  upon  which  such  houses  front 
may  have  been  raised  since  such  houses  ware  built-,  and 
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that  the  Counsel  prepare  a  law  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the' 
same  be  sent  to  the  Legislature  with  a  suitable  memorial  for 
its  passage. 

FRAS.  FICKETT,  Alderman. 

GEO.  CLINCH,  Assistant  Alderman. 
J.  S.  WARNER,  Assistant  St.  Com. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  15,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  21,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  23,  1836. 
v  J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


document  no.  iii- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  28,  1836. 

By  Alderman  Banks ,  the  following  amendments  to  the 
Law  of  February  11,  1835,  regulating  the  sale  of  An¬ 
thracite  or  hard  Coal ,  is  offered  to  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  for  their  consideration  and  adoption ,  and  intend¬ 
ed  as  a  substitute  for  the  Law  on  that  subject  now  be¬ 
fore  them. 

j.  Morton,  clerk. 


Amend  the  9th  Section  of  the  Law  passed  March,  1834, 
by  striking  out  and  inserting  the  following : 

In  first  line,  strike  out  the  word  “  nor?  after  the  word 
“  discharge ,”  and  insert  the  words,  or  deliver ,  after  the  word 
“  sell.” 

In  second  line,  strike  out  the  word  “  or,”  after  the  word 
«  Cart,”  and  insert  the  words,  or  deliver,  after  the  word 
“  transport .” 

In  fifth  line,  strike  out  the  word  11  five,”  after  the  words 
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11  penalty  of?  and  insert  the  words  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  he  incurred  by  the  vendor. 

In  sixth  line,  strike  out  the  word  “  and?  after  the  word 
“  discharged?  and  insert  the  words,  delivered ,  and  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars  for  every  load.,  after  the  words  “  sold,  or” — 

Strike  out  the  .word  “  or?  after  the  word  if  carted?  and  add 
at  the  end  of  the  Section  the  words,  or  delivered. 

Being  amended  thus,  it  will  read  as  follows : 

Laws  of  1834 — Section  9.  No  vender  of  Coal  shall  dis¬ 
charge,  sell,  or  deliver;  nor  shall  any  Cartman,  cart,  transport, 
or  deliver  any  Anthracite  or  Hard  Coal  from  any  vessel, 
coal  yard,  or  other  place  in  the  city  of  New- York,  without 
being  first  weighed  as  aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  incurred  by  the  vendor,  for 
every  load,  or  part  of  a  load  so  discharged,  sold,  or  delivered, 
and  the  sum-of  ten  dollars  for  every  load  so  carted,  transport¬ 
ed,  or  delivered. 

13<A  Section.  To  add  the  word,  Public ,  and  to  strike 
out  “  or  at  Scales  provided  by  the  vendors  of  Coal  at  their 
Yards ” 

This  Section  being  thus  amended,  it  will  read-  as  follows : 

Section  13.  The  Weighers  shall  place  public  scales  at 
such  locations  as  the  Committee  on  Streets  may  specify,  at  ' 
which  Scales  all  Coal  shall  be  weighed. 

14^  A  Section.  To  insert  the  words,  Weighed  by  him, 
after  the  word  “  Coal?  and  to  strike  out  the  words  “  if  a  Li¬ 
censed  Cartman ,  if  not,  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  Cart .” 

Being  thus  amended,  it  will  read  as  follows : 

Section  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Weigher  to  give 
a  certificate  to  accompany  each  .and  every  load  of  Coal- 
weighed  by  him,  to  contain  the  name  of  the  Cartman,  the 
number  of  the  Cart,  the  amount  of  Coal,  and  the  number  of 
the  certificate,  all  to  be  filled  up  in  the  hand,  writing  of,  and 
subscribed  by  the  weigher. 

15?A  Section.  To  add  after  the  words  “  no  Cartman? 
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the  following  words,  unUss  licensed  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  for  that  purpose ;  and  to  strikeout  the  words  11  or 
memorandum  in  writing,  signed  by  the  purchaser ,  and 
stating  that  he  did  not  wish  it  weighed  by  a  Coal 
Weigher .” 

Being  thus  amended,  it  will  read  as  follows : 

Section  15.  No  Cartman  unless  licensed  by  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  for  that  purpose,  shall  cart  or  deliver  any  load  of 
Coal  without  such  certificate  as  mentioned  in  the  last  Sec¬ 
tion,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each  and  every  of¬ 
fence. 

Section  16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  divide  the  Coal  Yards  of  this  City  into  separate 
Districts,  with  as  much  equality  as  is  practicable,  having  re¬ 
gard  to  the  quantity  sold  in  the  same  said  Districts  to  be 
numbered,  and  to  have  a  Coal  Weigher  placed  in  each  one 
of  them,  and  such  Weigher  to  have  the  exclusive  weighing 
of  all  Coal  sold  by  weight  in  such  District.  The  Districts 
subject  however  at  all  times  to  be  changed,  and  the  number 
of  Weighers  increased  by  the  Common  Council,  whenever 
in  their  opinion  the  public  good  requires  it. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  28,  1836. 


Alderman  Benson  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Law ,  for  weighing  Anthracite  Coal ,  which  was 
read ,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


After  the  word  first,  insert : — 

That  none  of  the  provisions  of  the  Law,  entitled  a  Law, 
regulating  Weighmasters  and  Measurers  in  the  city  of  New. 
York,  or  of  any  Law  amending  the  same,  or  of  the  Law, 
entitled  a  Law,  relating  to  Gaugers  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
sh  all  apply  when  the  purchaser  of  any  article  required  to  be 
w  eighed  or  gauged,  shall  request  in  writing,  and  before  the 
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delivery  thereof,  that  the  said  articles  so  purchased,  shall 
not  be  weighed  or  gauged,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  several  Laws  hereby  amended. — And 


BOcusHExssr  wo-  113- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  11,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  and  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  As- 
sistants,  recommending  that  Randall’s  Island  be  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  Alms  House  establishment ;  and 
also,  that  the  present  establishment  on  the  Long  Island 
Farms  be  removed  to  the  same  place,  presented  the 
following  Report  against  the  same,  which  was  read , 
laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House 
against  removing  the  Alms  House  establishment,  to  Ran¬ 
dall’s  Island  and  selling  the  Long  Island  Farm. 
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The  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Report  and  Resolutions  of  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen,  recommending  that  Randall’s  Island 
be  appropriated  for  the  Alms  House  establishment,  and  also 
that  the  present  establishment  on  the  Long  Island  Farms  be 
removed  to  the  same  place. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  your  Committee,  duly  impressed  with  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  the  subject  matter  referred  to  them,  not  only 
in  regard  to  the  heavy  expenditure  proposed  to  be  incurred 
by  the  report  and  resolutions  o‘f  the  Board  of  Assistants,  but 
also  in  reference  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  in¬ 
mates  of  the  Alms  House,  and  of  the  children  on  the  Long 
Island  Farms,  in  connexion  with  considerations  of  economy, 
policy,  and  expediency,  have  visited  Randall’s  Island,  in 
company  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  and 
made  such  examinations  and  inquiries  as  they  deemed  ne¬ 
cessary  to  arrive  at  a  correct  result,  and  after  bestowing  all 
the  reflection  and  consideration  upon  the  matters  embraced 
in  the  said  report  and  resolutions,  respectfully  submit  the 
following 

REPORT: 

That  your  committee  fully  accord  with  the  respectable 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  in  the  opinion,  that 
“the  subject  of  pauperism  in  this  country,  and  especially 
to  our  city,  is  becoming  every  day  more  and  more,  impor¬ 
tant.”  But  as  the  object  of  the  present  inquiry  appears  to  be 
more  in  reference  to  providing  a  suitable  location  for  the 
Alms  House  establishment,  and  the  institutions  in  which 
the  poor  and  orphan  children  are  provided  for,  than  with  a 
view  of  inquiring  into  the  subject  of  pauperism  itself,  the 
cause  thereof,  and  the  means  of  prevention,  they  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  call  your  attention  thereto* 
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The  great  objection  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Assistants  to  the  continuance  of  the  institution 
for  the  poor  children  on  the  Long  Island  farms,  appears  to 
be,  that  these  farms  are  situated  in  an  adjoining  county,  and 
not  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Your  committee  readily  admit,  that  if  all  other  circum¬ 
stances  and  considerations  were  equal,  that  a  location  of  this 
Institution  within  this  county  would  be  preferable,  yet  they 
believe  that  this  objection  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  It 
is  true,  that  the  municipal  regulations  of  this  city  do  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  county  of  Queens,  but  the  Common  Council 
can  exercise  all  the  rights  of  proprietorship,  and  can  man¬ 
age  the  farms  and  the  institutions  thereon  as  to  them  shall 
seem  proper,  as  fully  as  if  the  farms  were  on  Manhattan 
Island,  in  conforming,  in  common  with  other  proprietors  of 
land,  to  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  laws  and  coun¬ 
ty  regulations  peculiar  to  the  county  of  Queens — your 
committee  neither  apprehend  hardship  or  inconvenience ; 
and  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  motive  which 
could  induce  the  local  authorities  of  Queens  county  to  pass 
laws  injurious  or  oppressive  to  the  public  interests  of  this 
city ;  and  they  are  of  oppinion  that  the  Long  Island  farms 
being  in  connexion  with  the  institution  founded  for  the 
protection  and  education  of  poor  children,  are  protected 
from  taxtion  by  a  statute  of'  our  State,  which  provides,  that 
all  Institutions  of  Learning,  Public  Schools,  and  Poor 
House  establishments,  are  exempt  from  taxation  throughout 
the  State. 

Was  it  a  question  now  to  be  determined  for  the  first  time, 
whether  Randall’s  Island  or  the  Long  Island  farms  should 
be  selected  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the 
protection  and  education  of  poor  children,  more  doubt  might 
possibly  exist  as  to  the  respective  claims  and  advantages  of 
these  two  places  for  such  an  establishment.  But  your  com¬ 
mittee  apprehend  that  the  inquiry  is  totally  changed  after  a 
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great  expenditure  has  already  been  made  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  and  conveniences  on  the  farms  for  this  establish¬ 
ment,  which  must,  in  a  great  measure,  be  sacrificed,  or  be¬ 
come  useless,  if  the  institution  should  be  removed  to  Ran¬ 
dall’s  Island.  The  Long  Island  farms,  purchased  in  1830> 
contain  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and,  together 
with  the  improvements  thereon,  have  cost  about  fifty-seven 
thousand  dollars.  The  buildings  at  present  accommodate 
about  five  hundred  children,  exclusive  of  the  large  and  com¬ 
modious  building  now  nearly  completed,  and  may  be  in¬ 
creased  to  any  extent  the  public  wants  may  require.  The 
situation  of  the  farms,  on  the  banks  of  the  East  river,  op¬ 
posite  Blackwell’s  Island,  is  healthy,  and  convenient  of 
access ;  most  of  the  land  is  capable  of  being  cultivated  to 
advantage,  and  the  contiguity  of  the  farms  to  the  other  pub¬ 
lic  establishments  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commission¬ 
ers  of  the  Alms  House,  renders  their  duties  less  onerous 
than  if  the  establishment  for  the  children  was  at  a  greater 
distance. 

The  vicinage  of  the  Long  Island  farms  to  the  densely 
settled  parts  of  the  city,  from  which  all  supplies  must  be 
obtained  for  the  support  of  the  establishments  thereon  ;  and 
the  consequent  diminution  of  expense  in  the  transportation 
of  the  children,  and  the  articles  for  their  maintenance — the 
greater  facility  of  communication  between  the  farms  and 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Alms  House  Commissioners — 
and  the  greater  ease  with  which  parents  and  friends,  by  per¬ 
mission  of  the  magistrates,  can  visit  their  children,  are  all 
advantages  possessed  by  the  Long  Island  farms,  which  can¬ 
not  be  claimed  by  Randall’s  Island ;  and  your  committee  are 
fully  of  opinion  that  Randall’s  Island  does  not  possess  the 
superiority  claimed  for  it  in  the  report  alluded  to,  and  that 
the  removal  of  the  Institution  for  the  Protection  and  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Children,  to  that  place,  would  create  an  expendi¬ 
ture  of  public  money  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  would  cause 
a  sacrifice  of  public  property  entirely  unauthorised  by  any  ex- 


597 


[Doc.  No.  113. 


isting  necessity  or  prospective  benefit.  While  on  this  subject, 
your  committee  will  add  an  additional  remark :  Should  it 
ever  be  expedient  or  necessary  for  thp  Common  Council  to 
possess  power  or  jurisdiction  over  the  Long  Island  farms, 
for  the  better  administering  their  municipal  orders  and  laws, 
they  have,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  only  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  such  rights  and  powers,  and  the  same 
will  be  granted. 

The  next  inquiries  to  which  the  attention  of  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  directed,  is,  whether  the  public  good  re¬ 
quires  that  a  new  Alms  House  should  be  erected,  and  whe¬ 
ther  a  situation  cannot  be  selected  more  suitable  for  that 
pnrpose  than  the  one  occupied  by  the  present  establishment 
at  Bellevue. 

After  a  deliberate  examination  of  these  questions,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
it  would  be  proper  to  build  a  new  Alms  House ;  and,  in 
the  formation  of  this  opinion,  they  have  not  only  had  in 
view  the  interest  of  the  tax-paying  citizens,  but  have  taken 
into  consideration  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  that  un¬ 
fortunate  class  of  our  fellow-beings  who  become  chargeable 
lor  their  support  on  the  public  bounty. 

The  increasing  growth  of  our  city  has  brought  its  popula¬ 
tion  within  a  short  distance  of  the  present  Bellevue  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  by  the  time  that  a  new  Alms  House  could  be 
erected,  the  district  which  surrounds  the  present  one  will 
probably  become  densely  settled.  This  affords  more  facili¬ 
ties  of  intercourse  between  the  inmates  of  the  establishment 
and  the  surrounding  inhabitants  than  is  desirable  in  an  in¬ 
stitution  of  this  kind,  and  exposes  both  the  city  population 
and  the  inmates  of  the  Asylum  for  the  poor  to  the  effects  of  a 
contagion,  either  originating  within  or  without  its  walls ; 
and  it  may  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  many,  that  the 
cholera  pestilence  of  1832,  which  swept  to  the  grave  thou¬ 
sands  of  our  fellow-citizens,  had  its  origin  traced  to  the  Alms 
House  at  Bellevue ;  and  as  this  danger  is  increased  by  the 
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approximation  of  the  city  population  to  Bellevue, 'we  believe 
that  we  shall  be  supported  by  the  public  voice  in  recom¬ 
mending  the  erection  of  a  new  Alms  House,  and  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  site  for  that  purpose.  This  site  should  be 
central,  and  convenient  of  access,  and  should  be  selected 
with  a  view  to  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present,  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  public.  It  should  be  healthy,  pleasant,  insular, 
if  practicable,  and  sufficiently  contiguous  to  the  other  Pub¬ 
lic  Buildings  and  establishments  as  to  render  its  supervision 
convenient  to  the  Alms  House  Commissioners,  without  en¬ 
dangering  the  safety  of  the  inmates  of  the  several  public 
edifices. 

Two  situations  have  been  presented  to  your  committee, 
as  combining  most  of  these  advantages,  viz  :  Randall’s  Isl¬ 
and  and  Blackwell’s  Island  ;  and  as  a  difference  of  opinion 
appears  to  exist  as  to  the  respective  advantages  possessed  by 
these  two  places  for  the  Alms  House  proposed  to  be  erect¬ 
ed,  your  committee  will  respectfully  state  their  views,  in¬ 
fluenced  by  no  other  consideration  than  an  honest  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  public  interest,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  com¬ 
fort  of  those  who  are,  or  may  be,  the  objects  of  public  be¬ 
nevolence. 

Your  Committee  have  visited  and  examined  both  Black¬ 
well’s  Island,  and  Randall’s  Island,  in  company  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  and  although  they  ad¬ 
mit  that  both  places  possess  great  advantages  for  an  Alms 
House  establishment,  they  feel  constrained  to  give  their  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  former,  for  the  following  reasons :  First,  Black¬ 
well’s  Island  is  more  convenient  of  access,  and  has  landing 
places  erected  on  it,  without  the  necessity  of  incurring  any 
expense  for  that  purpose  ;  it  can  be  reached  by  a  ferry,  at  all 
times  convenient,  and'  which  is  necessary  for  the  Penitenti¬ 
ary  now  erected,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  now  erecting,  on 
the  Island,  and  which  will  accommodate  the  Alms  House 
establishment  without  any  additional  expense  to  the  public, 
whereas,  if  the  Alms  House  should  be  built  on  Randall’s 
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Island,  a  bridge  must  either  be  built,  or  a  ferry  be  supported, 
at  the  public  expense,  and  wharves,  and  convenient  landing 
places,  must  be  erected,  all  of  which  will  require  a  great  ex¬ 
penditure  of  public  money. 

Blackwell’s  Island  is  situated  about  four  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  contains  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres 
of  land,  which  may  be  increased  by  filling  up,  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty,  and  is  about  one  and  three  quarter  miles  in 
length.  It  has  a  rocky  foundation,  forming  mo«t  excellent 
quarries  for  fine  building  stone.  There  are  no  swamps,  or 
marshes  on  the  Island,  or  in  its  vicinity  ;  the  surrounding 
shores  being  bold  and  rocky,  and  the  scenery  upon  it  is  un¬ 
surpassed  for  beauty  by  any  in  the  vicinity  of  our  city.  The 
situation  is  healthy,  and  the  Public  Buildings  erected  there 
have  the  advantage  of  easy  ventilation  from  the  water  on 
each  side  of  the  island,  within  a  short  distance  of,  and  with¬ 
in  view  of  the  faseades  of  the  buildings  on  either  side. 

.Randall’s  Island  contains  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,  but  it  is  double  the  distance  from  the  City 
Hall  that  Blackwell’s  Island  is,  and  consequently  more  diffi¬ 
cult  of  access,  and  requiring  greater  expense  in  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  building  materials,  and  in  all  the  necessaries  for 
the  support  of  the  Alms  House  establishment,  when  the 
same  shall  be  erected ;  it  would  be  also  more  expensive  to 
transport  the  paupers  to  it,  and  its  distance  from  the  office  of 
the  Alms  House  Commissioners,  which  must  always  be  kept 
in  the  City  Hall,  or  in  some  central  part  of  the  densely  set¬ 
tled  portion  of  the  city,  for  the  convenience  of  applicants  for 
admission,  would  be  unnecessarily  great  and  inconvenient, 
and  your  Committee  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  from  its 
situation,  and  the  position  of  the  headlands,  and  country 
which  surrounds  it,  among  which  is  some  marshy,  and  flat- 
lands,  Randall’s  Island  is  not  so  healthy  as  Blackwell’s  Isl¬ 
and.  And  if  we  provide  for  the  convenience  of  posterity, 
and  we  picture  to  our  imagination  the  population  of  this  ci¬ 
ty  extending  to  Harlem,  we  shall  find,  by  an  examination  of 
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the  map  of  our  Island,  and  the  surrounding  country,  that 
Blackwell’s  Island  would  be  even  then  the  most  central  and 
convenient  position  for  our  public  establishments,  while 
Randall’s  Island,  now  distant  and  inconvenient,  would  then 
be  at  one  end  of  the  population. 

The  long  and  narrow  form  of  Blackwell’s  Island,  separa¬ 
ted  by  a  deep  channel,  and  sufficiently  wide,  renders  it  pe¬ 
culiarly  adapted  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  a  Peni¬ 
tentiary  is  already  erected,  from  the  stone  of  the  island,  on 
its  southerly  extremity  ;  a  Lunatic  Asylum  is  now  being 
erected  from  the  same  materials,  on  its  northern  extremity, 
and  after  allotting  to  each  of  these  establishments  a  sufficieut 
quantity  of  land,  there  will  be  enough  left  for  an  Alms  House 
establishment,  and  for  the  horticultural  and  agricultural  pur¬ 
poses  connected  with  these  public  edifices.  And  if  it  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  to  select  a  central  part  of  the  island 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  Alms  House,  it  would  be  upwards 
of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  other  public  establish¬ 
ments  on  the  island,  and  yet  the  four  great  public  Institu¬ 
tions,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Alms  House  Commission¬ 
ers,  would  be  sufficiently  contiguous  to  each  other  for  all 
purposes  of  convenience — sufficiently  remote  from  the  city 
to  be  protected  from  contagion,  and  sufficiently  near  the 
places  from  which  all  their  supplies  must  be  brought,  for  an 
economical  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  appropriated 
to  their  support. 

The  distance  at  which  the  Alms  House  may  be  erected 
from  the  Penitentiary,  will  obviate  the  objection  that  the  poor 
and  the  criminals  will  be  mixed  together  :  they  can  never 
come  in  contact  with  each  other.  The  criminals  are  put  to 
work  under  guards,  and  are  locked  up  in  their  cells  at  night. 
The  poor  will  be  confined  to  the  precincts  allotted  to  them. 

There  is  another  objection  in  selecting  Randall’s  Island  as 
the  location  for  the  Alms  House  department.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  informed  that  the  people  residing  in  and  about 
Harlem  are  opposed  to  this  site  for  the  purpose  named,  con- 
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sidering  it  as  a  nuisance  and  detrimental  to  their  property ; 
this  fact  alone,  in  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  should  he 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Common  Cduncil  to  abandon  this 
Island  for  such  an  appropriation.  But  should  it  he  deter¬ 
mined  otherwise,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  inhabitants  of 
Harlem  will  consent  to  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  to  facilitate 
the  communication  between  the  two  places. 

A  memorial  has  been  presented  to  the  Common  Council, 
praying' that  a  part  of  Randall’s  Island  may  be  set  apart  for 
a  burial  place,  and  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  a  most  suitable  place  for  such  a  purpose,  the  expe¬ 
rience1  of  many  years  evinces  the  improvidence  of  placing 
cemeteries  for  the  dead  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  city, 
or  in  its  immediate  suburbs.  In  addition  to  the  improprie¬ 
ty  of  such  locations  for  burial  places,  in  regard  to  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  we  are  constantly  admonish¬ 
ed  that  the  sanctuary  of  the  tomb,  and  the  repose  of  the 
dead  is  violated  by  the  encroachments  of  city  improvements 
and  buildings  ;  and  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  and  relatives 
should  be  placed  in  some  situation  where  they  may  repose 
unmutilated  and  undisturbed.  As  our  attention  has  not 
been  particularly  directed  to  this  subject,  we  would  respect¬ 
fully  refer  you  for  amore  detailed  consideration  thereof,  to 
Document  No.  25,  of  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

In  connection  with  the  subjects  embraced  in  this  report, 
your  Committee  would  further  observe,  that  the  walls  enclo¬ 
sing  the  present  Bellvue  establishment,  contains  about  thirty 
acres  of  land,  which  would  make  375  building  lots,  worth, 
in  the  estimation  of  your  Committee,  at  least  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  that  this  property  is  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  in  value,  and  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  these 
lots  when  sold,  will  yield  a  sum  amply  sufficient  to  erect  the 
new  Alms  House,  and  all  the  public  buildings  which  the 
public  wants  now  demand,  without  the  necessity  of  impo¬ 
sing  any  additional  burdens  on  our  fellow  citizens. 
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Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved ,  (If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
That  such  part  of  Blackwell’s  Island  as  may  be  deemed  ne¬ 
cessary  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  an  Alms 
House  establishment. 

Resolved ,  (If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Charity  and  Alms  House,  of 
the  two  Boards  of  the  Common  Council,  together  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House,  be  authorised  to  procure 
plans  for  a  new  Alms  House  to  be  built  on  Blackwell’s  Island, 
and  that  three  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  to  pay  for 
the  same,  and  that  such  plans  and  the  explanations  and  spe¬ 
cifications  connected  therewith,  when  procured,  shall  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Common  Council  for  their  consideration  and 
adoption. 

Resolved ,  (If  the  Board  of  Assistants  concur,)  That  it  is 
inexpedient  and  unnecessary,  at  this  time,  to  sell  the  Long 
Island  farms,  or  to  remove  the  establishment  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  education  of  the  poor  children,  from  the  same. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


D.  BANKS, 

JOHN  I.  LABAGH, 
GEO.  NIXON, 


Committee  on  Charity  and 
Alms  House. 


DOCUMENT  NO- 114. 


BOARD  OF  AEDERMEN, 

FEBRUARY  15th,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Ferry  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
granting  Leases  to  John  Stevens  for  the  Ferries  to  Ho¬ 
boken. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  Ferries,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  several  Documents  which  are  hereunto  annexedj  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  renewing  the  Leases  for  the  Ferries  from  New-York 
to  Hoboken, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT, 

That  this  subject  came  before  the  Common  Council  on  a 
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Petition  presented  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  in  the  month 
of  February  last,  from  Mr.  John  Stevens,  stating  that  the 
leases  heretofore  granted  to  his  sons,  John  C.  and  Robert  L. 
Stevens,  for  the  said  ferries  would  expire  on  the  ensuing  1st 
of  May,  and  praying  that  the  said  leases  might  be  renewed 
to  him,  he  having  made  arrangements  with  his  said  sons  for 
the  boats  upon  the  said  ferries. 

The  ferries  referred  to  in  the  said  petition,  run  between  the 
foot  of  Barclay-street  and  the  foot  of  Canal-street,  respect¬ 
ively,  and  Hoboken. 

On  the  13th  of  April  last,  a  full  report  was  made  on  the 
said  petition,  by  the  Ferry  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assis¬ 
tants.  The  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  will  be  found,  together  with  the  resolutions 
offered  with  it,  as  No.  58  of  the  printed  Documents  of  the 
Board  of  Assistants,  Yol.  1st,  page  583. 

It  is  known  to  the  Common  Council,  that  in  the  year  1832, 
a  claim  was  preferred  by  the  executors  of  Wm.  Rhinelander, 
deceased,  to  a  portion  of  the  bulkhead  at  the  foot  of  Barclay- 
street,  embracing  that  part  of  it  which  has  been  used  for  the 
Hoboken  ferry :  also,  that  this  claim  after  a  long  and  care¬ 
ful  investigation  was  acknowledged  and  the  right  of  Mr. 
Rhinelander’s  estate  to  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Bulkhead,  up  to  the  1  st  of  May  last,  settled,  by  paying  the 
said  executors  twenty-seven  hundred  dollars.  This  clause 
(which  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  course  to  be  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Common  Council  in  renewing  any  lease  for 
the  said  ferry,)  is  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
above  mentioned,  and  on  the  20th  of  April  last,  a  remon¬ 
strance  was  presented  from  the  Messrs.  Rhinelander,  against 
the  adoption  of  the  said  report,  asserting  their  said  claim, 
but  not  objecting  to  the  granting  a  lease  for  the  ferry,  provi¬ 
ded  their  rights  in  the  bulkhead  were  sufficiently  recogni¬ 
zed. 

Several  additional  resolutions  were  offered  in  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  relative  to  the  renewal  of  the  said  leases,  all  of 
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which  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  th®  whole  subject  with  all 
the  documents  connected  with  it,  were  referred  by  both 
Boards,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ferries. 

On  examining  the  report  already  made  on  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Stevens,  it  will  appear  that  the  Committee  by  whom 
the  same  was  made,  took  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
establishing  a  third  ferry  to  Hoboken,  as  well  as  of  renew¬ 
ing  the  leases  for  those  already  in  operation.  Such  addi¬ 
tional  ferry  they  propose  to  establish,  from  the  foot  of  Chris- 
topher-street. 

The  annual  rent  of  the  Barclay-street  ferry  under  the  for¬ 
mer  lease,  has  been  eight  hundred  dollars.  This  ferry  is  a 
profitable  one,  and  its  value  is  probably  increasing.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  right  of  continuing  it  in  the  same  place  is  to  be 
granted,  subject  to  the  claims  of  the  Messrs.  Rhinelander, 
for  the  use  of  the  bulkhead,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Joint 
Committee  that  it  would  be  right  to  increase  the  rent  hither¬ 
to  paid,  at  present ;  on  the  contrary,  they  deem  it  but  just, 
that  if  Mr.  Stevens  should  be  compelled  to  pay  the  Messrs. 
Rhinelander  for  the  use  of  such  bulkhead,  a  reduction  of 
such  payment  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  dollars,  should 
be  made  from  the  annual  rent  of  the  ferry. 

It  is  said  that  the  ferry  at  the  foot  of  Canal-street,  or  more 
properly  Hoboken-street,  has  never  been  a  source  of  profit 
to  the  lessees,  and  the  Joint  Committee  are  satisfied  that  such 
is  the  fact.  The  rent  hitherto  paid  has  been  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  under  the  circumstances  it  would  seem  to  be 
unfair  to  increase  such  rent,  until  the  business  done  at  the 
ferry  shall  warrant  it. 

If  a  third  ferry  to  Hoboken  shall  be  established,  to  ply  from 
Christ opher-street,  it  will  certainly  be  a  great  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  that  part  of  the  city,  but  cannot,  for  some  time  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  proprietors.  The  rent  of  this  ferry  should 
therefore  for  sometime  be  nominal. 

In  respect  to  the  length  of  time  for  which  it  would  be  ex¬ 
pedient  to  grant  leases  for  such  ferries,  the  Joint  Committee 
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have  considered  that  while  on  the  one  hand  it  is  necessary 
to  guarantee  to  the  lessee  a  certainty  of  enjoying  such  a  fran¬ 
chise  for  a  sufficient  period  to  indemnify  him  against  loss, 
and  to  make  it  worth  his  while  to  accommodate  the  public 
properly,  sound  policy,  on  the  other,  founded,  on  experience, 
is  opposed  to  giving  such  leases  for  long  terms..  It  is  not  pos¬ 
sible,  without  a  knowledge  of  future  events,  to  determine  the 
exact  period  for  which  any  such  contract  should  be  made,  in 
reference  to  the  interests  of  the  public.  It  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  matter  of  conjecture  ;  and  the  Joint  Committee 
having  exercised  their  best  judgment  on  this  point  are  of 
opinion  that  leases  may  with  propriety  be  granted  to  the  peti¬ 
tioner,  for  the  said  ferries,  for  the  term  of  seven  years  from 
the  1st  of  May  last,  at  the  annual  rents  hereinbefore  mention¬ 
ed,  with  a  covenant  for  a  further  renewal,  for  five  years,  at 
such  rents  as  may  then  be  fixed  upon  by  agreement  between 
the  parties,  or  by  appraisement  in  the  usual  mode. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  desirous  of  obtaining  an  exclusive  right  to 
run  ferry  boats  between  Hoboken  and  any  point  on  the  New 
York  side,  from  Barclay  to  Christopher-street,  and  he  con¬ 
siders  that  if  he  incurs  the  expense  of  a  new  boat  and  of 
the  necessary  bridge  and  fixtures,  at  the  foot  of  Christopher- 
street,  for  the  new  ferry  there,  which  does  not  promise  to 
be  an  advantageous  undertaking  for  some  time,  he  ought 
to  have  this  preference  secured  to  him.  The  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  while  they  freely  admit  that  the  liberality  and  pub¬ 
lic  spirit  which  have  characterized  Mr.  Stevens’  family,  not 
only  in  the  management  of  their  ferries,  but  in  every  other 
enterprize  connected  with  public  accommodation,  should 
entitle  them  to  every  privilege  which  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  could,  with  propriety,  extend  to  them,  do  not  feel  them¬ 
selves  justified  in  recommending  that  such  an  exclusive 
privilege,  or  any  other,  which,  at  a  future  day,  might,  by 
possibility,  embarrass  the  Corporation  of  this  city  in  respect 
to  the  North  river  ferries,  should  be  guaranteed  to  the  lessees 
by  covenant.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  justice  of 
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their  claim  to  such  a  preference,  coupled  with  the  fact  of 
their  having  the  control  of  the  shore  on  the  New- Jersey 
side  will  sufficiently  secure  it  to  them ;  but  this  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  justice  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  having  fully  considered  the 
several  propositions  embraced  by  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  intended  to  have  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

“ Resolved ,  That  Leases  be  granted  to  John  Stevens,  for 
the  Ferries  now  established  from  the  foot  of  Barclay  and 
Hoboken  streets  respectively  to  Hoboken  and  for  a  new 
Ferry  to  be  established  from  the  foot  of  Christopher-street 
to  the  same  place :  the  said  leases  to  be  respectively  for  a 
term  of  seven  years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1835.” 

“ Resolved,  That  the  rent  to  be  reserved  in  the  lease  for 
the  Barclay-street  Ferry  shall  be  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  subject  to  such  deduction  as  is  hereinbefore  men¬ 
tioned,  and  the  rent  for  the  Hoboken-street  Ferry  two  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  that  the  Lease  of  the  Ferry  to  be 
established  at  the  foot  of  Christopher-street  shall  be  nomi¬ 
nal:  Also,  that  a  covenant  shall  be  inserted  in  the  said 
Leases,  providing  for  the  renewal  thereof  for  a  further  term, 
of  five  years,  at  such  rents  as  may,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  seven  years,  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Lessees,  or  as  may  be  determined  by  ap¬ 
praisers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  parties  mutually,  or  by 
one  of  such  appraisers  and  an  umpire.” 

11  Resolved,  That  in  the  Lease  for  the  Ferry  at  the  foot  of 
Barclay-street,  nothing  more  shall  be  granted  than  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  conducting  a  ferry  from  that  place,  subject  to 
whatever  may  be  the  rights  of  the  heirs  of  William  Rhine¬ 
lander,  deceased,  to  the  bulkhead  at  the  foot  of  Barclay- 
street,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  to  the  wharfage  or  profits  to 
accrue  therefrom.” 

“  Resolved,  That  a  provision  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
Lease  for  the  Ferry  at  the  foot  of  Christopher-street,  requi- 
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ring  the  Lessee  to  furnish  the  necessary  fixtures,  floats  and 
other  accommodations  at  that  place  for  the  said  ferry,  and 
to  place  one  good  steam  ferry  boat  on  the  said  ferry,  which 
shall  leave  New-York,  at  least  once  in  every  hour  during 
the  day ;  also  to  place  additional  boats  upon  the  said  ferry 
when  required  by  the  Common  Council.” 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  said  Leases,  at  the 
expense  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  the  same  be  executed  in 
the  usual  mode.” 

On  a  subsequent  interview,  however,  with  the  Messrs. 
Stevens,  they  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  take  a  renewal 
of  the  said  Leases  on  the  foregoing  terms,  alleging,  among 
other  considerations,  that  as  yet  the  extent  of  claim  which 
the  Messsrs.  Rhinelanders  may  make  or  establish  against 
them  for  the  use  of  the  bulkead  at  the  foot  Barclay-street 
is  uncertain ;  that  they  are  not  satisfied  of  the  right  of  the 
Messrs.  Rhinelanders  to  such  bulkhead,  and  wish  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  same  for  themselves  :  Also,  that  the  new  boat  for 
the  ferry  from  the  foot  of  Christopher-street,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  fixtures  and  accommodations  for  such  ferry  would 
cost  probably  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  they  did  not  wish  to 
incur  this  expense  for  a  ferry  by  which  they  should  probably 
for  some  time  lose  money,  while  their  tenure  of  the  Bar- 
play-street  ferry,  which  alone  is  profitable,  should  be  em¬ 
barrassed  by  the  claims  of  the  Messrs.  Rhinelanders.  They 
also  urged  strongly,  that  the  Corporation  should  protect 
them  by  a  covenant  from  the  establishment  of  any  other 
ferry  by  other  persons  between  New-York  and  the  Jersey 
shore  within  a  certain  distance  southerly  of  their  present 
landing  at  Hoboken  during  the  continuance  of  any  lease 
to  be  given  them,  which  latter  provision  your  Committee 
do  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  recommending. 

Under  those  circumstances,  the  Messrs.  Stevens  have 
expressed  a  desire,  that,  for  the  present,  they  should  re¬ 
ceive  a  mere  renewal  of  the  old  leases  for  a  short  term — say 
for  a  couple  of  years  from  the  1st  of  May  last,  at  the  same 
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rents  as  hitherto  paid  by  them,  the  rent  of  the  Barclay-street 
Ferry  to  be  however,  subject  to  a  deduction  or  allowance 
for  such  sum  as  they  may  have  to  pay  to  the  Messrs. 
Rhinelanders, 'provided  the  same  should  not  exceed  $500  per 
annum. 

Your  Committee  think  it  is  due  to  the  Messrs.  Stevens, 
to  comply  with  this  request,  which  they  consider  a  reason- 
ble  one  under  existing  ciscumstances.  They  beg  leave, 
therefore,  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Leases  for  the  Hoboken  Ferries  at 
Barclay-street  and  Hoboken-street,  which  expired  on  the 
1st  of  May  last,  be  renewed  to  Mr.  John  Stevens,  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  that  time,  at  the  same  rents  as  were 
reserved  by  the  said  leases:  It  being  expressly  provided, 
that  with  respect  to  the  ferry  at  the  foot  of  Barclay-street. 
nothing  more  shall  be  granted  than  such  right  or  privilege 
as  the  Corporation  of  the  city  may  have  to  conduct  or  es¬ 
tablish  a  ferry  from  that  place,  subject  to  any  right  which 
the  heirs  of  William  Rhinelander,  deceased,  may  lawfully 
claim  to  the  bulkhead  there,  and  that  whatever  sum  the  said 
Lessee  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  representatives  of  Mr. 
Rhinelander  for  the  use  of  such  bulkhead  during  such  re¬ 
newal  of  the  Lease,  not  exceeding  $500  per  annum,  shall 
be  credited  to  him,  and  deducted  from  the  rent. 

Resolved,  That  no  clause  or  reservation  be  inserted  in 
this  Lease  which  shall  prohibit  or  abridge  the  right  of  this 
Corporation  from  establishing  such  ferries  between  this  city 
and  Jersey  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  prepare  the  necessary  do¬ 
cuments  for  such  renewals,  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioner. 

JOHN  LOVETT, 
FRANCIS  FICKETT, 
EDWARD  TAYLOR, 

R.  R.  WARD. 


DOCUMENT  no.  115, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  11,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessments  on  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  Collector  of  Arrears  of  Taxes ,  respect¬ 
ing  the  apportionment  of  Taxes. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Assessments  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  communication  from  the  Collector  of  Arrears  of 
Taxes,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  authorising  him  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  taxes  on  certain  undivided  properties  in  the  12th 
Ward,  from  such  individuals  as  may  own  the  same  at  a 
pro  rata  rate, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  by  an  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
«  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  collection,  of  Taxes  and  As- 
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sessments  in  the  city  of  New  York,”  passed  March  23, 
1821,  it  is  provided  that  if  a  sum  of  money  in  gross  has  been 
or  shall  be  assessed  or  taxed  upon  any  lands  or  premises  in 
the  city  of  New  York  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  state,  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  any  divided  or  undivided  part 
thereof,  may  pay  such  part  of  the  sum  of  money  so  assessed 
or  taxed,  and  also  of  the  interest  and  charges  due  or  charged 
thereon,  as  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New  York  in  Common  Council  convened ,  may  deem 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sum  of 
money  so  assessed  or  taxed  together  with  the  interest  and 
charges  shall  be  a  lien  on  the  residue  of  the  land  only,  &cl” 

This  law  gives  the  power  to  apportion  taxes,  but  it  also 
requires  that  such  apportionment  should  be  made  or  ratified 
by  the  Common  Council.  The  Committee  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  most  discreet  mode  of  exercising  this  power, 
would  be,  to  refer  all  applications  for  the  payment  of  a 
part  or  proportion  of  a  tax  to  the  appropriate  Committee,  by 
whom  the  subject  should  be  investigated  and  the  apportion¬ 
ment  properly  calculated,  and  to  have  the  Report  of  such 
Committee  made  to  the  Common  Council  for  its  approval. 
They  would  recommend  therefore  that  in  all  such  cases, 
the  Collector  of  Arrears  should  inform  the  parties  that  such 
apportionment  will  be  made  by  applying  for  that  purpose  to 
the  Common  Council,  it  being  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
law  that  that  body  should  exercise  its  discretion  upon  the 
matter. 

The  Collector  of  Arrears  also  requests  that  fie  may  be 
furnished  with  a  map  of  the  12th  Ward  to  aid  him  in  his 
duties.  For  this  purpose  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a 
map  shewing  the  separate  property  of  every  land  holder  in 
the  ward,  which  could  not  be  made  without  much  trouble 
and  expence,  The  maps  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  of¬ 
fice  contain  all  the  information  that  could  be  required,  and 
as  the  Collector  of  Arrears  can  have  access  to  the  said  map 
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at  all  times,  the  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  recom¬ 
mend  any  further  provision  on  this  branch  of  his  communi¬ 
cation. 

The  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report  be  furnished  to  the 
Collector  of  Arrears  of  Taxes,  and  that  this  Committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


EDWARD  TAYLOR, 
DAVID  BANKS, 
SAMUEL  PURDY, 


Committee  on 
Assessments. 


»0CWMBNT  NO-  116. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  18,  1836. 


The  following  'preamble  and  resolution  was  offered  by 
Alderman  Stilvjell,  relative  to  the  Texians ,  which  was 
read ,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

j.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


In  subserving  the  interests  and  wishes  of  a  liberal  and 
independent  people,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  their  representa¬ 
tives,  on  all  suitable  occasions,  to  express  their  opinions. 

In  the  history  of  free  principles  in  this  country,  no  occur¬ 
rence  has  so  imperatively  demanded  at  our  hands  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  this  right,  as  the  position  now  assumed  by  the  free 
and  independent  State  of  Texas. 

This  sovereign  and  independent  State,  after  full  and  free 
deliberation,  and  according  to  the  forms  usually  adopted  on 
such  occasions,  has  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  she  will 
not  again  unite  with  the  states  which  lately  formed  the  re¬ 
public  of  Mexico  ;  but  that  she  will  continue  as  she  now  is 
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independent  of  a  political  connexion  with  the  now  central 
government  of  that  nation. 

The  history  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  a  change 
in  the  political  position  of  this  State,  are  known  to  the  world, 
and  should  be  familiar  fo  all  our  citizens  ;  a  brief  state¬ 
ment,  however,  may  not  be  without  interest. 

We  learn  from  public  documents,  and  the  authorised  agent 
of  the  Texian  government,  that  the  original  compact  known 
as  the  Constitution  of  1824,  was  framed  upon  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  own  federal  union,  and  was  based  upon  the  sov- 
reignty  and  independence  of  the  several  states  of  Mexico  ; 
that  all  the  power  obtained  for  the  general  government  was 
granted  for  specific  purposes,  and  its  exercise  prescribed  and 
confirmed  by  rules  plainly  and  unequivocally  expressed  in 
the  Constitution. 

We  also  learn  from  the  same  authority,  that  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Mexico  has  lately  been  overthrown,  its  Consti¬ 
tution  openly  violated,  its  principles  denounced,  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  the  states  invaded,  and  a  military,  ec¬ 
clesiastic  and  central  system  substituted,  with  the  avowed  in¬ 
tention  of  forming  a  stronger  and  more  irresponsible  power, 
and  perpetuating  the  authority  of  the  present  supreme  politi¬ 
cal  and  military  chief. 

Most  of  the  states  which  of  late  composed  that  Republic, 
have  been  either  awed  into  submission  by  military  force,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  have  been  induced  to  dissolve  and 
abandon  the  federal  form  of  government.  All  have  become 
subject  to  a  new  and  arbitrary  system,  inconsistent  with 
liberty,  and  totally  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  states. 

Texas  alone  remains  true  to  the  original  compact  ;  her 
course  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  which  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  rights  of  man  begets  in  the  votaries  of  freedom- 

That  State,  containing  a  population,  principally  derived 
from  our  own  country,  has  resolved  that  she  will  submit  to 
no  change  in  the  form  of  the  Federal  government,  and  will 
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recognise  no  power  which  does  not  emanate  from  the  free 
opinion  of  her  citizens. 

For  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  the  free  and  public 
declaration  of  this  determination,  her  soil  lias  been  invaded 
by  the  Chief  of  that  overthrown  Republic,  to  which  she 
was  once  united  in  the  bonds  of  a  constitutional  government-; 
her  citizens  have  been  immured  in  cells  and  dungeons  ; 
have  been  massacred  by  the  Mexican  soldiery,  and  her  best 
and  bravest  have  been  murdered  in  cold  blood. 

War  is  now  raging  on  her  frontier,  and  its  violence  is  on¬ 
ly  bounded  by  the  ability  and  force  of  the  enemy  who  is  in¬ 
vading  her  territory. 

“  To  arms !”  has  been  sounded  on  her  prairies,  and  its 
prolonged  echoes  traversed  her  hundred  streams,  and  re¬ 
echoed  from  her  distant  mountains ;  her  population  have 
rushed  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  resolved  to  preserve  their 
freedom  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

From  the  course  pursued  by  the  Mexican  commander, 
the  war  is  destined  to  be  a  war  of  extermination — a  war 
against  human  rights,  and  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the 
world. 

It  is  conducted  on  principles  totally  at  variance  with  the 
rules  of  modern  warfare,  and  with  a  savage  ferocity  and  a 
recklessness  pf  human  life,  which  have  seldom  marked  the 
ravages  of  any  despot  in  Christendom. 

And  all  this  is  done,  and  openly  declared  to  be  done,  be¬ 
cause  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  will  not  violate 
that  constitution  they  have  sworn  to  support,  or  permit  those 
laws  to  be  destroyed  which  they  have  made  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  their  persons  and  property. 

The  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Texas,  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  to  sustain  the  government  of  their  choice,  a  government 
recognised  as  republican,  framed  and  established  by  the  in¬ 
tellect  and  voice  of  freemen,  have  turned  to  their  brethren  of 
these  United  States,  and  now  beseech  their  countenance  in 
the  hour  of  trial. 
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They  ask  not  men,  or  money,  or  arms ;  they  come  not  as 
suppliants  for  your  bounty  ;  they  ask  not  that  you  should 
espouse  their  quarrel  or  unite  in  the  conflict.  They  ask 
only  what  every  nation  has  a  right  to  demand,  a  recogni¬ 
tion  of  their  separation  from,  and  independence  of  the  con¬ 
federation  with  Mexico. 

They  now  require  you  to  believe  what  the  rulers  of  Mexi¬ 
co  have  long  since  proclaimed  to  the  world — that  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  have  broken  the  bond  of  union,  trampled  on  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  1824,  and  that  a  despotism,  at  war  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  confederation,  has,  with  the  blood-red  banner 
and  the  sword  of  centralism,  severed  all  the  political  ties 
which  have  heretofore  united  them. 

The  position  in  which  Texas  is  now  placed,  demands  of 
us,  as  a  free  and  generous  people,  a  declaration  to  the  world 
that  we  recognise  in  tiie  government  of  Texas  an  indepen¬ 
dent  commonwealth,  and  that  we  will,  on  all  occasions,  re¬ 
spect  her  as  such. 

She  is  so  necessarily ;  as  by  the  conduct  of  Mexico,  the 
constitution  of  the  confederation  has  been  annihilated,  and 
Texas  left,  through  no  fault — no  act  of  her  own,  severed 
and  alone. 

She  is  so,  because  on  the  second  day  of  March  last,  this 
gallant  and  oppressed  people  assembled  in  general  conven¬ 
tion,  and  solemnly  protesting  against  the  numerous  acts  of 
tyranny  and  wrong  by  which  they  were  driven  to  the  last 
resort  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people,  severed  all  political 
connection  with  Mexico,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world  de¬ 
clared  themselves  free,  sovereign  and  independent.  There¬ 
fore — 

Resolved ,  As  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  Common 
Council,  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Texas  is  a  free,  sove¬ 
reign  and  independent  State,  and  in  her  intercourse  with 
nations  should  be  recognised  as  such. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  117. 


BO  AMI)  OF  ALDEEMEI, 

APRIL  18,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands 
and  Places ,  on  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the  Steam¬ 
boats  plying  between  New  York  and  Newburgh  ,for  the 
lease  of  the  Pier  at  the  foot  of  Warren  street. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  the 
owners  of  the  steam  boats,  plying  between  New  York  and 
Newburgh,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pier  belonging  to  the 
Corporation  at  the  foot  of  Warren  street,  for  their  boats ; 
also  the  petition  of  sundry  owners  and  occupants  of  stores  in 
the  vicinity  of  said  pier,  praying  that  the  same  be  granted 
for  the  use  of  said  steam  boats — 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

The  owners  of  these  steam  boats  state,  that  they  labour 
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under  serious  embarrassment  in  the  transaction  of  their  bu¬ 
siness,  being  constantly  interrupted  by  vessels  of  all  descrip- . 
tion.  coming  to,  and  discharging  and  taking  in  their  cargoes 
at  the  said  pier  ;  the  consequence  is,  that  they  are  frequent¬ 
ly  compelled  to  make  fast  their  boats  to  the  end  of  the  pier, 
and  land  their  passengers  and  freight  across  the  decks  of 
other  vessels. 

The  petitioners  further  state,  that  with  a  view  to  obviate 
these  difficulties,  and  be  protected  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
business,  they  are  desirous  of  leasing  from  the  Corporation 
the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Warren  street  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
their  boats. 

The  Committee  would  remark,  that  the  business  of  this 
line  of  steam  boats  is  chiefly  the  transportation  of  market 
produce  and  merchandize,  and  as  many  of  the  owners  and 
occupants  of  stores  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pier  in  question 
join  with  the  proprietors  in  the  application  to  have  the  said 
boats  located  at  this  pier,  and  no  objection  having  been  of¬ 
fered  to  such  an  arrangement,  the  Committee  after  fully  con¬ 
sidering  the  subject,  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  be  granted. 

The  following  Resolution  is  therefore  submitted  for  con_ 
sideration  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Warren  street  be 
leased  to  the  Newburgh  Steamboat  Company  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
five  thousand  dollars. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  „ 

JOHNW.  LAMB,  (  Committee  on 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL,  )  Wharves>  &c- 


docuihbnt  ho.  us. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  18,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  and  Public 
Lands  and  Places,  to  whom  was  referred  the  sundry 
petitions  for  the  appropriation  of  the  pier  al  the  foot  of 
Murray  street,  for  the  Boston  and  Providence  Trans¬ 
portation  Line  of  Steamboats.  Also,  sundry  remon¬ 
strances  against  the  same,  presented  the  following  Re¬ 
port  thereon,  which  was  read,  adopted,  and  directed  to 
be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,' to  whom  were  referred  the  annexed  papers,  being  an 
application  for  the  appropriation  of  the  pier  at  the  foot  of 
Murray  street  for  the  Boston  and  Providence  Transporta¬ 
tion  Line  of  Steamboats  ;  also  sundry  remonstrances  of 
owners  and  occupants  of  stores  in  the  vicinity  against  the 
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same,  and  petitions  of  sundry  others  in  favour  of  such  ap¬ 
propriation, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  a  full  and  complete  in¬ 
vestigation,  that  they  have  received  remonstrances  against 
such  appropriation,  signed  by  upwards  of  400  individuals, 
who  agree  in  the  belief,  that  such  an  appropriation  would  be 
very  injurious  to  the  business  at  present  located  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  pier  and  basins  ;  that  many  of  them  hold  long 
leases  for  their  stores  from  the  Messrs.  Rhinelanders,  at  rents 
which  they  would  not  have  consented  to  give  had  it  not 
been  understood  that  the  piers  in  the  vicinity  were  to  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  market  boats,  the  very  boats  and  trade  on  which 
their  business  is  dependant ;  that  the  granting  an  exclusive 
lease  to  the  Steamboat  Company  would  necessarily  displace 
these  boats,  that  the  trade  would  be  scattered  much  to  the 
detriment  of  all  parties  interested  in  it,  but  most  particularly 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  who  look  to 
find  in  the  Washington  Market,  the  produce  of  the  northern 
counties  of  this  state,  and  who  would,  if  the  pier  was  appro¬ 
priated  to  steamboats,  be  compelled  to  follow  the  market 
boats  up  town  5  for  no  other  location  for  them,  convenient 
and  safe,  can  be  obtained  in  the  vicinity. 

That  they  have  also  received  petitions  from  between  50 
and  60  individuals  in  favour  of  the  appropriation  of  said  pier 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Steamboats  of  the  Boston  and 
Providence  Transportation  Company,  together  with  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  W.  C.  Rhinelander,  Executor  of  the  estate  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Rhinelander,  deceased,  that  the  said  pier  which  belongs 
to  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Rhinelander  be  appropria¬ 
ted  for  the  use  of  the  said  steamboats. 

Your  Committee  have  given  the  subject  great  considera. 
tion,  and  regret  that  in  their  decision  they  cannot  satisfy  the 
wishes  of  all  persons  interested,  as  the  conclusion  to  which 
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they  have  come,  is,  that  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
in  favor  of  appropriating  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Murray  street, 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Trans, 
portation  Company  Steamboats,  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  those  at  present  engaged  in  business  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity,  and  that  the  increase  of  business  brought  by  the  steam 
boats,  would  not  be  a  compensation  for  the  damage  done. 

Your  Committee  would  further  add,  that  they  have  ex¬ 
pressed  their  views  of  this  subject  to  the  Secretary  and  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany,  &nd  also  suggested  to  them,  that  the  pier  at  the  foot  of 
Chambers  street  is  at  present  unappropriated,  and  that  your 
Committee  are  in  favor  of  leasing  it  to  the  said  Company 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  said  Company  expressed  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  accede  to  such  a  proposal. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
pier  at  the  foot  of  Chambers  street  be  leased  to  the  Boston 
and  Providence  Transportation  Company,  and  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Resolutions  be  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  in  favor  of  leasing  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Murray 
street  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Transportation  Line  of  Steamboats. 

Resolved,  That  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Chambers  street  be 
leased  to  the  Boston  and  Providence  Transportation  Compa¬ 
ny  for  the  exclusive  use  of  their  steam  boats,  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  1st  of  May,  1836,  at  an  aunual  rent  of  five 
thousand  dollars. 


SAMUEL  PURDY, 
JOHNW.  LAMB, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 


Committee  on 
Wharves,  fyc. 


DOCUMENT  2JO-  119* 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MARCH  21,  1836. 


‘The.  City  Inspector  'presented  the  following'  Report  to  the 
Common  Council ,  shewing  the  number  and  class  of 
Buildings ,  erected  in  the  city  and  county  of  New-  York 3 
during  the  year  1835,  which  was  directed  to  be  printed 
undput  on  file. 

j,  MORTON*  Clerk, 


The  City  Inspector  respectfully  reports  to  the  Common  Council,  the  number  and  class  of  build¬ 
ings  in  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  during  the  past  year. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  BUILDINGS,  AND  THE  STREETS  WHEREON  ERECTED,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1835. 
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Attorney  Street, 
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Avenue  B, 

Avenue  D, 
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3 

26 

46 

2 

11 

9 

17 

19 

31 

13 

2 

2i! 

1 

2 

4 

7 

6 

2 

6 

3 

5 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

18 

6 

9 

Carried  forward, 

2 

62 

83 

24 

1 

11 

1  17 

7 

1 

10 

16 

10 

3e|  i 

13 

4 

12 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2|  1 

2 

1 

i 

i 

i  i 

i 

4 
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Brick  Dwellings. 

Two  story  Brick  and  Wood  Dwellings. 

Wood 

Dwellings. 

Brick  Stores. 

Brick  ant 
Wood 
Shores. 

Two  Story  Wood  Stores, 

Brick  work  Shops. 

Two  Story  Wood  Workshops. 

Brick  Stables. 

Wood 

Stables. 

Stone  Church. 

Brick  Church. 

Two  story  granite  and  marble  bank.  || 

Glass  Factory.  U 

Free 

Schools. 

Four  Story  Granite  University. 

Four  Story  Granite  and  Brick  Bank.  | 

h 

?  !» 

a 

|  One  Story  Brick  Slaughter  House. 

if 

Q  O 

II 

U 

|  Theatre. 

£ 

337 

4 

2 

4 

4 

9 

10 

4 

5 

6 

2 

5 

5 

4 

20 

11 

4 
10 

5 
2 

23 

8 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

7 

4 

1 

6 

18 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

7 
1 

8 
11 

2 

■  4 

. 

!  One  story. 

Two  story. 

Three  story. 

Four  Story. 

Five  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story, 

Three  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Three  Story. 

Four  Story. 

Five  Story. 

Six  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Three  Story. 

One  Story. 

1 

% 

Eh 

Three  Story. 

Four  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Three  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Two  Story  Brick. 

Three  Story  Brick. 

111 

-2cp 

O'. S  ■ 
^  1  ;• 
■3®  t 

||  ® 

Brought  forward, 
Essex  Street, 
Exchange  Place, 
Ferry  Street, 

Fletcher  Street, 
Forsyth  Street, 

Front  Street, 

Fulton  Street, 

Goerck  Street, 

Gold  Street, 

Governeur  Street, 
Governeur  Lane, 
Grand  Street, 

Greene  Street, 
Greenwich  Street, 
Hammersly  Street, 
Hammond  street, 
Henry  Street, 

Horatio  Street, 

Howard  Street, 
Houston  Street, 
Hudson  Street, 

Hurst  Street, 

Jacob  Street, 

James  Slip, 

Jane  Street, 

Jefferson  Street, 

Jersey  Street, 

Lafayette  Place, 

Laight  Street, 

Laurens  Street, 

Liberty  Street, 

Little  Water  Street, 
Ludlow  Street, 
Lumber  Street, 
Macdougal  Street, 
Madison  Street, 

Maiden  Lane, 

Walilnti.mvilk-. 

Merchant  Street, 
Mercer  Street, 

Mill  Street, 

Monroe  Street, 

Morton  Street, 

Mott  Street, 

Mulberry  Street, 
Nassau  Street, 

New  Street, 

Norfolk  Street, 

2 

1 

4 

62 

3 

3 

2 

2 

11 

4 

5 
5 
2 

14 

3 

2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

3 
1 

4 

83 

4 

4 
2 

2 

5 

2 

5 

4 

2 

2 

9 

2 

2 

3 

8 

24 

1 

4 

1 

2 

11 

5 

17 

7 

1 

10 

2 

1 

2 

16 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

2 

5 

5 

2 

9 

4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

36 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

1 

2 

5 

4 

5 
2 

i 

» 

13 

4 

12 

4 

3 

1 

3 

i 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

i 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 1 

4 

i 

*  i 

1 

Carried  forward, 

8 

137 

141 

29 

3 

16 

i; 

7 

1 

16|  27 

49 

74 

i 

13 

4 

16 

4 

3 

i 

3 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

2 

i 

i 

i 

1 1 

4 

2 

1 
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Brick  Dwellings. 

i 

1 

p 

Wood 

Dwellings. 

Brick  Stores. 

Brick  and 
Wood 
Stores. 

Two  Story  Wood  Stores, 

Brick  work  Shops. 

|  Two  Story  Wood  Workshops. 

Brick  Stables. 

Wood 

Stables. 

Stone  Church. 

1 

i 

I 

1 

1 

t 

t 

1 

|  Glass  Factory. 

Fi 

Sch 

Is. 

Four  Story  Granite  University. 

|  Four  Story  Granite  and  BrickBank. 

|  Five  Story  do.  Astor’s  Hotel, 

1  Two  Story  Granite  Dwelling. 

1  Three  Story  Brick  Brewery. 

|  Four  Story  do. 

I  One  Story  Brick  Slaughter  House. 

,S 

1 

- 

f 

,0Q 

£ 

i 

! 

i 

g 

Eh 

! 

1 

Rear. 

Stop  in 

f 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

Five  Story. 

i 

i 

g 

£ 

% 

% 

One  Story. 

Two  Story, 

i 

h 

|  One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

£ 

£ 

1 

|  Four  Story. 

|  Five  Story. 

t 

02 

m 

.  Two  Story. 

Three  Story. 

|  One  Story. 

|  Two  Story. 

j  Three  Story.  1 

|  Four  Story. 

|  One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Three  Story. 

|  One  Story. 

|  Two  Story. 

|  Two  Story  Brick. 

I 

if 

1 

Brought  forward, 
North  Moore  Street, 
Old  Slip, 

Orange  Street, 

Orchard  Street, 

Pearl  Street, 

Perry  Street, 

Pike  Street, 

Pine  Street, 

Pitt  Street, 

Platt  Street, 

Prince  Street, 

Reed  Street, 

Ridge  Street, 

Rivington  Street, 
Robinson  Street, 
Rutgers  Street, 

Rutgers  Place, 

Sheriff  Street, 

Spruce  Street, 

Suffolk  Street, 

Sullivan  Street, 

Spring  Street, 

Scammel  Street, 
Thomas  Street, 
Thompson  Street, 
Vesey  Street, 

Vandam  Street, 

Walker  Street, 

Wall  Street, 

Warren  Street, 
Washington  Street, 
Washington  Place, 
Water  Street, 

Waverly  Place, 

West  Street, 

Willett  Street, 

William  Street, 
Wooster  Street, 

York  Yille, 

1st  Street, 

2nd 

3rd 

4th  * 

5th  “ 

6th  “ 

7th  “ 

8th  “  ■ 

9th  “ 

8 

137 

3 

3 

9 

11 

1 

2 

6 

3 
2 

1 

1 

2 

4 
23 

14 

5 
3 

11 

5 

141 

3 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

6 

1 

6 

3 

21 

1 

3 

23 

11 

10 

25 

25 

29 

2 

11 

3 

16 

5 

17 

3 

1 

7 

11 

1 

16 

1 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

49 

14 

.1 

2 

4 

2 

14 

5 

74 

2 

3 

5 

2 

10 

2 

16 

i 

i 

13 

11 

4 

16 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

i 

3 

2 

2 

9 

2 

4 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

4 

2 

1 

1 

601 

3 
2 
2 

4 
4 

4 

3 

5 
9 

14 

1 

2 

20 

18 

1 

2 

2 

5 
17 

1 

J 

1 

17 

6 

33 

21 

22 

2 
6 
2 
1 

4 
28 
45 
38 

5 
3 

10 

36 

30 

Carried  forward, 

8 

469 

511 

42 

3 

21 

21 

18 

1 

17 

34 

91 

117 

2 

25 

4 

16 

6 

7 

i 

5 

11 

2 

5 

7, 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

4 

3 

1 
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Brick  Dwellings. 

Two  story  Brick  and  Wood  Dwellings.l 

Wood 

Dwellings. 

Brick  Stores, 

Brick  and 
Wood 
Stores. 

Two  Story  Wood  Stores, 

Brick  work  Shops. 

|  Two  Story  Wood  Workshops. 

Brick  Stables. 

Wood 

Stables. 

Stone  Church. 

-d 

6 

I 

4 

1 

1 

Two  story  granite  and  marble  bank. 

Glass  Factory. 

Free 

Schools. 

1  |  Four  Story  Granite  University. 

Four  Story  Granite  and  BrickBank. 

fci 

|  Three  Story  Brick  Brewery. 

|  Four  Story  do. 

i 

- 

a 

|  Two  Story  Granite  Bank. 

1 

£ 

One  story. 

■  Two  story. 

1 

EH 

I  Four  Story. 

Five  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story, 

Three  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

|  Three  Story. 

|  Four  Story. 

|  Five  Story. 

Six  Story. 

Two  Story. 

|  Three  Story. 

J  One  Story. 

|  Two  Story. 

|  Three  Story. 

|  Four  Story. 

o 

02 

6 

|  Two  Story. 

|  Three  Story. 

One  Story. 

Two  Story. 

Two  Story  Brick. 

Three  Story  Brick. 

Five  Story  do.  Astor’s  Hot 

Two  Story  Granite  Dwell 

|  One  Story  Brick  Slaughte 
|  Four  Story  Brick  Factory 

Brought  forward, 
10th  “ 

11th  “ 

12th  “ 

13th  “ 

14th  “ 

15th  “ 

16th  « 

17th  “ 

18th  !< 

19th  «  \ 

20th  “ 

21st  “ 

22nd  « 

25th  «. 

27th  « 

29th  « 

30th  « 

32nd  “ 

33rd  “ 

35th  “ 

36th  « 

40th  “ 

41st  “ 

46th  “ 

87th  « 

116th  “ 

121st  “ 

123rd  “ 

124th  « 

125th  “ 

127th  « 

129th  “ 

8 

469 

2 

5 

3 
1 

4 
20 

1 

11 

2 

7 

7 

1 

T 

1 

511 

7 

5 
1 

7 

4 

1 

6 
3 
9 
1 
1 

42 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 

3 

2 

21 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

16 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

5 

21 

1 

18 

1 

17 

1 

34 

91 

117 

2 

9 

1 

25 

1 

2 

4 

16 

1 

1 

6 

1 

7 

4 

1 

5 

*  1 

1 

1 

11 

2 

1 

5 

7 

i 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1065 

14 

6 

9 

11 

7 

1 

9 

27 

5 
16 
11 
16 
16 

6 
2 
1 

16 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Carried  forward, 

8 

534 

557 

431  15 

26l  43|  22 

18 

1 

18 

34 

91 

117 

12 

28 

41 

17 

1 

7 

11 

1 

8 

11 

3 

5 

7 

6 

i 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 

2 

4 

3 
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Respectfully  submitted, 


City  Inspectors  Office,  March  1836. 


J.  SICKELS,  City  Inspector. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  120. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  26,  1836. 


The  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen ,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  Report  and  Resolutions 
from  the  Board  of  Assistants,  in  relation  to  the  Man¬ 
hattan  Company,  presented  the  following  Report  and 
Resolutions ,  non-concurring  with  said  Board ,  which 
was  read,  adopted  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants  for  concurrence, 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed  report 
and  resolutions  from  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen, 

BEG  LEAYE  TO  REPORT, 

That  they  have  given  the  same  that  consideration  and  ex¬ 
amination  which  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  demands,  and  in  makinarj^their  decision  have  viewed 


the  same  in  all  its  beari 
opinion  with  the  Co] 


regret  a  difference  in 
:r  Board. 
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Your  Committee  give  their  full  assent  to  the  reasons  and 
statements  set  forth  therein  in  almost  every  instance,  and 
particularly  agree  with  them  in  the  importance  it  would  be 
to  the  city,  to  be  possessed  of  an  immediate  good  supply  of 
water  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires  ;  and  to  be  free 
from  the  embarrassments  and  controversies  which  may 
arise  from,  and  with  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  Company,  when  the  works  now  in  progress  for  the  Cro¬ 
ton  river  shall  reach  the  city,  and  also  that  it  is  very  desira¬ 
ble  to  take  measures  to  attain  the  first  object,  and  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  the  other  ;  but  in  doing  this  your  Com¬ 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  should  now  be  done  by 
this  Corporation,  which  would  at  any  period  of  time  hereaf¬ 
ter,  increase  those  embarrassments,  or  give  strength  to  those 
claims,  when  urged  against  the  representatives  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  ;  or  in  any  way  jeopardize  their  rights.  It  is  known  to 
this  Board  as  well  as  to  the  Committee,  that  the  charter  of 
the  Manhattan  Company  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion 
and  legal  inquiry,  as  to  the  nature  and  powers  conferred,  and 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  executed  them,  and 
that  at  this  time  that  subject  is  again  before  the  Legislature  ; 
and  also  that  there  is  a  very  strong  opinion  abroad  among 
those  we  represent,  that  the  Company  have  totally  failed  in 
the  object  for  which  they  were  created ;  to  wit :  the  supply - 
ing  the  city  with  pure  and  wholesome  water ;  and  that  there¬ 
fore  all  its  rights  and  privileges  for  this  purpose  have  passed 
away. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  enter 
further  into  an  examination  of  this  vexed  question.,  or  into 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  but  they  allude  to  it,  as  one 
which  would  be  settled  and  done  away  with,  if  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  were  to  become  the  lessees  of  those  rights  and  privile¬ 
ges,  and  it  may  be  doubted  if  i^y  could  then  call  in  question 
that  charter,  or  assign  ae-a  breach j'jjae  non-fulfilment  of  the 
terms  of  it,  by  the  Manhattan  Company. 

It  is  true  your  Committee  have  nqpy^£  to  do  with  the 
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banking  powers  of  that  Company,  and  which  they  are  well 
aware  have  been  exercised  with  the  greatest  liberality,  fideli¬ 
ty  and  utility  to  our  mercantile  community  ;  yet  they  are 
compelled  to  say,  that  by  adopting  the  report,  the  Common 
Council  would  be  giving  perpetuity  to  a  Banking  monopoly 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  a  privilege  not 
enjoyed  by  any  other  similar  institution ;  besides  its  being 
free  from  the  salutary  restraints  of  our  Safety  Fund  Sys¬ 
tem.  It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  this  Company  has  a  pei- 
petuity  of  all  its  powers,  on  condition,  however,  that  it  per¬ 
forms  the  duties  imposed  on  that  incorporation  by  its  char¬ 
ter,  and  the  performance  of  which  condition  has  been,  and 
now  is  questioned.  It  is  also  doubted  by  your  Committee 
whether  the  Corporation  can,  with  any  propriety,  become 
the  lessees  of  so  large  an  interest  as  suggested  .by  the  report, 
and  subject  to  all  the  rights  and  remedies  of  the  lessors  ; 
possessing  as  they  do  the  power  and  ability  to  purchase  ab¬ 
solutely  any  species  of  property  essential  to  them,  for  the 
well  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  them  by  their  consti¬ 
tuents.  Your  Committee  for  these  and  many  other  reasons 
which  might  be  adduced,  are  compelled  to  dissent  from  the 
recommendations  of  the  said  report,  but  with  a  view  of  giv¬ 
ing  every  facility  to  the  introduction  of  a  complete  supply  of 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  which  the  Croton  river  can  alone 
afford,  and  which  your  Committee  trust  will  be  hastened  by 
all  the  means,  in  the  power  of  those  having  that  work  in 
charge,  and  also  as  a  temporary  object,  until  that  great  and 
beneficial  work  shall  be  accomplished,  recommend  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  water  works,  pipes,  water  rights,  whatever  they 
may  be,  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  and  also  of  the  lands 
connected  therewith,  and  also  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  to  wit : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  nw3#*>acur  with  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen  in  the  jfe£olutions  appended  to  the  an¬ 
nexed  report. 

Resolved ,  (If  the 


of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur,) 
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That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Boards  be  appointed  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  the  Manhattan  Company,  the  terms  on  which 
they  will  sell  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  all  their  water 
works,  and  lands  connected  therewith  and  necessary  for  the 
same,  pipes,  and  engines,  & c. ;  and  also  all  the  water  rights 
which  they  may  have  under  their  charter  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  report  as  soon  as  may  be  to  the  Common  Council, 
what  they  do  in  the  premises. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EGBERT  BENSON,) 

JOHN  LOYETT,  >  &Pecial  Committee. 

JAMES  FERRIS,  ) 


DOCUMENT  NO- 121, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals ,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  of  N.  Taylor ,  James  Lovett ,  and 
others  in  behalf  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital ,  praying  for 
leave  to  construct  a  Sewer  or  drain  under  ground , 
across  Church-street  and  down  Thomas-street  to  the 
main  Sewer  in  Chapel-street ,  presented  the  following 
Report ,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Roads  &c. 
to  whom  was  referred  annexed  petition  of  N.  Taylor, 
James  Lovett,  Jno.  M'Comb,  and^Iathaniel  Richards,  (a 
committee  on  behalf  Qjf  the  Governors  of  the  New-York 
Hospital),  praying  ffor  leave  to  construct  a  Sewer  or  drain 
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under  ground,  (at  their  own  expense,)  across  Church-street, 
and  down  Thomas-street  to  the  Main  Sewer  in  ChapeL 
street, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

That  the  subject  is  one  which  has  claimed,  and  has  re¬ 
ceived  from  them  considerable  attention  ;  that  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  arise  from  the  formation  of  ice  in  Duane  street, 
ill  winter,  are  great,  that  it  Requires  much  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  the  city  authorities,  to  keep  the  gutters  and  side¬ 
walks  in  any  thing  like  a  passable  condition,  while  great 
injury  is  also  done  to  the  pavement  at  all  times,  by  so  large  a 
quantity  of  water  being  suffered  to  flow  over  the  surface, 
stagnating  in  summer  time  on  account  of  the  trifling  descent 
of  Duane-street,  and  thereby  rendering  the  neighbourhood 
less  healthy  than  it  would  be,  were  the  water  carried  away 
under  ground,  by  a  quicker  descent,  aud  unexposed  to  the 
evaporating  effect  of  midday  sun. 

That  your  committee,  do  not  see  anything  objectionable 
in  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  for  they  cannot  conceive  any 
better  plan  than  that  proposed,  they  would  therefore  offer 
for  adoption  the  following  Resolution, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Governors  of  the  New-York  Hospital 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  at  their  own  proper  cost 
and  charge,  to  construct  a  Sewer  from  their  premises  across. 
Church-street,  through  the  centre  of  Thomas-street,  to  the' 
Sewer  in  Chapel-street  -t  the  said  Sewer  to  be  built  of  brick,, 
and  to  be  built  in  such  a  manner  and  laid  at  such  a  level 
below  the  street  as  the  Street  Commissioner  shall  approve  and 
direct,  the  said  governors  to  be  at  the  entire  cost  and  expense 
connected  therewith,  including  the  taking  up  and  properly 
replacing  the  pavement,  and  removing  the  surplus  earth 
therefrom  ;  and,  also,  all  ofoer^ftxj&jiges  which  may  arise  in 
consequence  of  obstructions  to  the  path  of  the  said  Sewer,. 

.  fn  anvfcother  manner  result- 
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mg  therefrom,  and  during  the  progress  of  said  work  they 
shall  cause  to  be  kept  up  so  many  lights  during  the  night¬ 
time,  as  the  Street  Commissioner  shall  deem  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  prevention  of  accidents,  and  in  case  of  any 
damage  arising  to  any  person,  or  animals,  or  otherwise,  by 
reason  of  any  matter  connected  with,  or  dependant  on  the 
building  of  said  Sewer,  the  said  governors  shall  be  respon¬ 
sible  thereof,  so  that  no  claim  shall  be  made  against  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York  therefor,  and  it  is  on 
this  express  condition  that  the  permission  and  authority  to 
construct  the  aforesaid  Sewer  is  granted,  and  on  no  other. 

JAMES  FERRIS, 

EGBERT  BENSON, 

JOHN  LOYETT, 


/  Committee  on 
(  Roads  Canals . 


DOCUMENT  HO.  122. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
for  and  remonstrances  against  the  Widening  of  Cherry 
street ,  between  Franklin-square  and  Catherine-street, 
sented  the  following  Report  theron ,  which  was  read > 
laid  on  the  table ,  and  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members . 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papers,  being  petitions  for  and  remonstrances  against  the 
widening  of  Cherry-street,  between  Franklin-square  and 
Catherine-street. 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 


The  Committee  l/ave  had  this  ihiportant  subject  under 
consideration  for  some  time,  and  ha\je  delayed  reporting 
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thereon  until  now,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  all  the  light 
connected  with  the  proposition. 

The  petitioners  set  forth,  thkt  they  are  desirous  of  an  im¬ 
provement  being  effected  in  this  portion  of  Cherry-street, 
which  would  not  only  conduce  to  the  convenience  and  com¬ 
fort  of  those  immediately  on  the  line  of  the  street,  but  be 
eminently  adventageous  to  the  public  generally.  The  pe¬ 
titioners  therefore  pray,  that  the  said  street  may  be  widened, 
so  as  to  be  of  an  uniform  width  of  60  feet,  between  Franklin- 
square  and  Catherine-street,  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee  most  expedient  and  proper. 

Several  of  the  remonstrants  against  the  improvement 
state,  that  widening  the  street  to  sixty  feet,  would  take  so 
much  from  the  fronts  of  their  lots,  (which  are  now  shallow) 
as  to  render  the  remainder  valueless  for  building  purposes. 
Others  object  to  the  widening,  on  the  grounds  that  the  street 
is  at  present  of  sufficient  width  for  all  useful  purposes. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  Committee  by  many  who  are 
opposed  to  widening  the  street  to  60  feet,  that  the  street 
would  be  sufficiently  wide  for  business  purposes  ;  and  also, 
as  a  thoroughfare  to  the  upper  part  of  that  section  of  the 
city  by  widening  the  same  to  fifty  feet. 

The  Committee  after  reviewing  this  subject  in  all  its  bear¬ 
ings,  believe  that  if  the  street  were  widened  to  fifty  feet, 
between  Franklin-square  and  Catherine-street,  the  improve¬ 
ment  would  be  such  as  to  answer  all  the  ends  required.  In 
accordance  therewith,  the  Committee  have  drawn  lines 
on  the  map  herewith  presented,  which,  in  their  opinion,  is 
the  most  expedient  manner  of  effecting  the  widening. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  advantages  to 
result  from  widening  Cherry-street  will  not  be  local,  or  con¬ 
fined  to  the  part  improved.  It  will  be  general  in  its  effects. 
The  whole  community,  an(^pag|^rly  the  upper  section 
of  the  city  will  be 

Cherry-street  has,  tjfttil  a  few  years  gp>t,  been,  and  from  its 
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situation,  is  calculated  to  be  a  leading  street  or  avenue  from 
Corlears-hook,  direct  to  the  lower  or  business  part  of  the 
city,  and  from  its  proximity  to  the  water  is  destined,  if  im¬ 
proved,  to  become  a  street  for  business. 

It  is  perhaps  not  unknown  to  the  members  of  this  board, 
that  within  a  few  years,  the  character  of  that  part  of  Cherry- 
street  within  the  Fourth  Ward  has  changed,  and  instead  of 
having  improved,  has  deteriorated,  so  that  it  may  now  be 
said  with  great  truth,  that  in  the  very  midst  and  heart  of 
this  city,  scenes  are  constantly  presented  of  a  most  demoral¬ 
izing  effect.  The  consequence  has  been,  (hat  that  section 
of  the  street  is  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  and  the  current 
of  travel,  and  of  business,  turned  into  other  channels. 

Believing  that  the  widening  .of  Cherry-street  if  carried 
into  effect,  will  result  beneficially  to  the  public  generally,  the 
Committee  recommend  for  consideration  the  following  reso¬ 
lution. 

Resolved ,  That  Cherry -street  be  widened  between  Frank¬ 
lin-square  and  Cathrine-street,  according  to  the  red  lines 
drawn  on  the  accompanying  Map — and  that  the  counsel  of 
the  Board  take  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  this  resolu¬ 
tion  into  effect. 

FRAS.  FICKETT, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


|  Street  Committee. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  123, 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


7  he  Committee  on  Finance ,  and  the  Committee  on 
Wharves  and  Piers  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers 
in  relation  to  filling  up  and  making  West-street  from 
Cedar-street  to  the  Battery,  presented  the  following 
Report  thereon,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  and  the  Committee  on 
Wharves  and  Piers  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
papers,  in  relation  to  the  filling  up  and  making  West-street 


from  Cedar-street  to  theJJj|tery, 

RESP^5TFULL% 

That  having  duly  ^Investigated  this  subject,  they  are  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  expediency  of  adopting  suctt  measures  as  are 
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requisite  to  the  attainment  of  the  proposed  end,  without  any 
unnecessary  delay,  but  at  the  same  time  are  satisfied  that  in 
the  present  uncertain  state  of  the  rights  of  the  various 
parties,  whose  interests  would  be  thereby  affected,  any 
attempt  to  pass  a  general  ordinance  in  relation  thereto, 
would  not  result  in  the  object  sought  for,  and  in  order  to  a 
more  perfect  understanding  of  the  subject,  they  beg  to  lay 
before  the  Board  a  brief  and  concise  view  of  the  leading 
points,  bearing  on  this  question.  From  the  documentary 
evidence  in  the  Street  Commissioner’s  Office,  it  is  shewn 
that  at  various  remote  periods,  commencing  with  the  year 
1739,  and  at  various  dates  from  that  time  until  the  year  1785, 
water  grants  were  issued  by  the  City  Corporation  to  sundry 
persons,  owners  of  the  next  adjoining  upland,  between 
Cedar-street,  on  the  North  River,  and  the  Battery;  with 
certain  rates  of  rent  reserved  therein,  according  to  the  then 
existing  tariff ;  all  the  before  mentioned  grants  are  bounded 
on  the  West  by  a  line  in  the  Hudson  River,  about  three 
hundred  and  seventy  feet  westerly,  from  the  easterly  side  of 
Greenwich-street,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  proposed 
as  an  outside  or  exterior  line  in  the  Hudson  River,  for  that 
section  of  the  City.  It  further  appears,  that  about  the  year 
1798,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  with  a  view  to  produce 
regularity  in  the  improvements  making  on  both  rivers  by 
which  the  city  is  bounded,  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  for  authority  to  make  permanent  exterior  lines  thereon, 
under  the  powers  granted  by  this  act,  the  lines  of  South- 
street  on  the  East  River,  and  West-street  on  the  North  River, 
were  made  the  boundaries  of  the  city.  The  position  of 
West-street  according  to  this  plan,  was  some  distance  farther 
out  in  the  river,  than  the  extent  of  the  original  grants  from 
the  Corporation,  thus  leawng  an  ^mtermediate  space  not 
covered  by  or  inelrnkj^fTThthe  titles,  fAm  the  city  authorities 
to  the  individual  /wners.  It  furthep  appears,  that  in  the 
year  1807,  an  afct  was  passed  by  ©e  Legislature  of  the 
State,  granting  to  the  owners  of  water  lots  in  this  city 


647 


[Doc.  No.  123. 

which  did  not  reach  to  the  permanent  line,  full  power  and 
authority  to  fill  up  and  make  such  intermediate  spaces,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  streets  in  front  thereof,  and  upon  so  doing, 
the  act  provides  that  they  shall  become  the  owners  in  fee 
simple  of  all  such  lands  so  made,  excepting  the  streets 
which  are  reserved  for  the  public. 

The  matters  connected  with  this  subject  thenceforward, 
appear  to  have  remained  without  change,  until  the  year 
1830,  when,  on  the  application  of  the  Common  Council  to 
the  State  Legislature,  a  special  act  was  passed  which  pro¬ 
vides  that  the  line  of  West-street  from  Cedar-street  to  the 
Battery,  shall  be  altered  in  such  manner  as  to  become  par¬ 
allel  with  Washington-street,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  add  to 
the  length  of  the  block,  between  Washington  and  West- 
streets  by  a  triangle,  commencing  at  nothing  on  Cedar-street 
and  ending  at  sixty  feet  on  Battery  place  late  Marketfield- 
street,  thus  adding  so  much  ground  to  the  lots,  leaving  the 
space  to  be  occupied  by  West-street,  only  of  its  previous 
dimensions  and  the  last  act  of  the  Legislature  above  spoken 
of,  does  not  grant  to  the  individual  owners  any  right  to  this 
additional  quantity  of  land  which  will  be  added  to  the  lots 
by  the  change  in  the  position  of  West-street. 

For  the  better  elucidation  of  this  subject,  the  Committee 
have  caused  a  map  to  be  prepared,  (and  which  is  herewith 
submitted)  which  shews,  1st.  The  extent  of  the  original 
grants,  which  were  issued  from  1739,  until  1785.  2d.  The 
continuation  of  the  lines  of  the  said  grants  into  the  river,  so 
far  as  they  were  authorised  by  the  act  of  1807,  to  be  extend¬ 
ed  without  any  additional  compensation  to  the  Corporation, 
and  3d.  The  still  further  progression  of  the  lines  of  the 
different  proprietors,  u^en they  shall  be  continued  under  the 
authority  and  by  the  Common  Council  to  the 

extent  specified  Wphe  act  ofT89^an  inspection  of  this 
map,  the  Commit®  believe  will  cleafMy  shew  the  extent  of 
the  rights  growing' out  of  alt  the  beforeWientioned  proceed¬ 
ings.  It  will  front  this  be  seen  that  the  benefits  resulting 
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from  the  act  of  1830,  will  vary  very  materially  according 
to  the  different  position  and  locality  of  the  various  water 
grants— for  while  the  owner,  near  Cedar-street  gains  but  a 
small  addition  to  his  lots,  the  proprietor  near  Marketfield- 
street,  gains  sixty  feet  in  the  length  of  his  ground,  thus  add¬ 
ing  greatly  to  its  value,  hence  it  appears  to  the  Committee 
that  in  the  proposed  adjustment  of  this  matter  this  circum¬ 
stance  should  be  kept  in  view,  inasmuch  as  the  payment  to 
be  received  from  the  proprietors  for  the  increased  quantity 
of  land,  should  bear  a  direct  reference  to  its  value.  In  all 
previous  cases  of  this  kind  the  practice  has  been  to  fix  an 
annual  rent  payable  to  the  city  for  ever,  as  the  proper  re¬ 
muneration  for  the  land  granted ;  but  in  this  instance,  the 
committee  believe  this  rule  to  be  inapplicable,  as  in  no  two 
of  any  of  the  cases  will  the  quantity  of  land  gained  be  the 
same,  and  on  full  consideration  they  have  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion,  that  the  preferable  mode  of  arrangement  will  be  to 
fix  a  value,  per  square  foot  of  surface  for  the  land  to  be 
granted  by  the  Corporation  to  the  various  proprietors,  so  as 
to  perfect  their  grants  to  the  line  of  West-street,  and  this 
amount  to  be  paid  by  them  to  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
issuing  to  them  of  the  proper  releases. 

The  Committee  after  having  taken  into  consideration  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  this  subject,  propose  to 
the  Board  the  sum  of  fifty-cents  per  square  superficial  foot, 
to  be  paid  by  the  grantees  as  a  fair  and  just  compensation 
for  the  land,  lying  between  their  present  rights  and  the  line 
of  West-street  as  established  by  law,  on  the  18th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1830,  and  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Common  Council  will  release  and 
convey  to  the  proprietors  of^^^^nts  in  the  Hudson 
River,  between  Cedar^Jpiet  and  BatteryLplace  late  Market- 
field-street,  their  righ/to  the  land  formiiR;  the  intermediate 
space  between  the  Hue  of  West-street,  dfccording  to  the  act 
of  1798,  and  the  Extension  thereof  according  to  the  act  of 
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1830,  for  the  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  per 
square  superficial  foot  of  land,  so  released  and  conveyed  in 
lieu  of  annual  rent  thereon,  the  said  proprietors  to  make  the 
necessary  bulkheads  and  streets,  (according  to  the  plan  of 
that  part  of  the  city)  and  fill  up  the  said  land,  at  their  ex¬ 
pense,  and  also,  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  conveyances  to  them. 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  _ 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  \  Com‘  on  France. 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

SILAS  M.  S  TIL  WELL, 

JOHN  W.  LAMB, 


/  Committee  on 
i  Wharves  fyc, 


DOCUMENT  NO.  12*. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  18,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places^  on  pur¬ 
chasing  ten  gores  of  Land  adjoining  the  public  proper¬ 
ty  at  the  House  of  Refuge. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


Mayor’s  Office,  New-York,  April  2,  1835. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  Mr.  Richard  R.  Ward, 
offering  to  the  Corporation  ten  gores  of  lots  adjoining  the 
ground  now  occupied-  by  the'  House  of  Refuge.  From  an 
examination  of  the  Jtap  you  willjEj^ye  that  after  the  con¬ 
templated  opening  <mtreets  and  avenuekit  will  be  very  im¬ 
portant  that  the  pubic  should  own  the  I0&  which  may  .now 
be  obtained  at  the  jjlce  given  for  them  at  diction. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 


Doc.  No.  124.] 
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New-York,  2d  April,  1836.  f 

Hon.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence ,  Mayor ,  fyc. 

Sru — A  public  sale  of  real  estate,  situtate  partly  on  the 
south  side  of  Twenty  sixth  street,  and  bounding  on  lands  of 
this  city,  took  place  on  the  30th  March  at  the  Merchants) 
Exchange.  Several  members  of  the  Common  Council  were 
present,  and  on  consultation,  they  deemed  it  advisable  that 
the  lots  adjacent  to  the  public  property  should  be  purchased, 
with  the  view  of  offering  the  same  to  the  Corporation.  With 
this  understanding  I  became  the  purchaser  of  ten  lots  num¬ 
bered  on  the  accompanying  map  from  19  to  28  inclusive, 
for  the  sum  of  $17,050,  and  now  beg  leave  through  you  to 
tender  them  to  the  Common  Council  at  cost. 

The  sale  was  made  under  a  decree  in  Chancery,  and  the 
conveyance  will  be  ready  for  delivery  by  Samuel  Cowdrey,. 

Esq.  the  Master,  on  the  2.0.th  hist. 

Should  the  Corporation  decline  a  purchase  of  the  above 
property,  I  would  respectfully  request  early  information, 
that  I  may  arrange  in  due  season  for  a  conveyance  to  my¬ 
self. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R,  R.  WARD, 


The  Committee  on  Lands  and  Places  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  Message  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  together  with  a 
letter  from  R.  R.  Ward  Esq.,  offering  to  sell  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  ten  parts  of  lots  or  gores  of  Land  adjoining  the  public 
property  at  present  occupied  by  the  House  of  Refuge, 
RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  they  have  duly^onsidered  tAmatter  and  are  of 
opinion  that  this  puifehase  should  be  mJe,  these  gores  will 
square  or  nearly  sq*  the  southeasterly  earner  pfsaid  plot,  and 
whether  it  ahull  b4  used  for  public  purposes  or  sold  or  leased 
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by  the  Common  Council,  need  not  be  inquired  into  at  this 
time,  but  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  plot  should  be  made  as 
nearly  square  as  possible,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  streets  and 
avenues  of  that  part  of  the  city. 

The  following  resolutions  is  therefore  offered, 

Resolved,  That  the  offer  made  by  Richard  R.  Ward  Esq., 
to  sell  to  the  Corporation  the  ten  gores  of  land  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  him  adjoining  the  public  property  for  the  sum  Of 
seventeen  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  be  instructed 
to  examine  the  title  to  the  above  premises  and  if  perfect, 
report  the  same  to  the  Comptroller. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Comptroller  be  directed  to  issue  a 
warrant  or  warrants  for  the  above  named  sum  of  seventeen 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
the  sale  on  delivery  of  the  deed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  )  Com.  on  Public 
SILAS  M.  S TIL  WELL,  \  Lands  &  Places. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  I8>  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  April  18, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  21,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


BCCUXttENT  NO.  125, 


BOARD  OF  ALDEBMEN, 

APRIL  18,  1836. 


Supplementary  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Lands  and 
Places ,  and  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  svbject  of 
the  proposed  Public  Place  at  the  house  of  Refuge , 
which  v  as  read,  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


0 

.  rfl 

The  Committee-  on  Lands  and  Places,  and  the  Commi|,t?f 
on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  in  relation  tpjthe 
proposed  Public  Place  at  the  House  ot  Refuge,  and  on  \v^ch 
subject  they  have  heretofore  reported,  boo/i-.d 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  PRESENT  A  SUPPLEMENTARY5 
REPORT:  dm  leone 

;  •  ' '  erf  q/irr  sil) 

•  Since  the  presentation  of  their  last  Report,  the  ftwroittMi 
frave'  cdfbfully  reviewed -the, whole  subject,  an&yaftcahmftoh 
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deliberation  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  somewhat  different 
from  their  former  recom  nenlation,  as  to  the  site  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  Public  Place. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  it  was  proposed  to  take  for  a 
Public  Place,  so  much  of  the  ground  as  is  embraced  between 
the  Bloomingdale  and  Eastern  Post  Roads,  from  their  junc¬ 
tion  at  23d  Street  to  27th  Street,  except  the  passage  of  the 
5th  Avenue  through  the  same. 

But  the  Committee  believe  that  they  have  now  selected  a 
site  for  a  Public  Place,  which  will  not  only  remove  all  the 
objections  heretofore  made,  but  will  be  in  all  points  of  view, 
a  far  better  location,  viz :  the  land  embraced  between  23d 
street  on  the  South,  the  5th  Avenue  on  -the  West,  26th  street 
on  the  North,  and  the  contemplated  street  in  the  centre  of 
the  block,  on  the  East,  containing  an  area  of  about  seven 
acres. 

Of  this  land  the  Corporation  own  all  but  two  gores  on  the 
southerly-side  of  26th  street,  (and  which  are  now  offered  to 
the  Corporation  for  the  price  they  were  sold  for  a  few  days 
since,)  and  that  portion  east  of  the  easterly  side  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Post  Road ;  which  road  would  be  closed,  consequent 
upon  taking  this  land  for  a  Public  Place,  and  which  portion 
of  said  road  would  cost  the  city  nothing. 

So  much  has  already  been  said  on  this  subject,  that  the 
Committee  need  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Board,  by  re¬ 
peating  the  arguments  in  favor  of  establishing  a  Public 
Place,  at,  or  near  the  location  before  mentioned. 

The  following  Resolution  is  offered, 

Resolved ,  That  so  much  of  the  plot  of  ground  as  is  em¬ 
braced  between  23d  street  on  the  South,  the  5th  Avenue  on 
the  West,  26th  street  on  the  North,  and  a  contemplated 
street  in  the  centre  of  the  block,  on  the  East,  agreeably  to 
the  map  herewith  presented,  shall  be  set  apart  for  a  Public 
Place,  and  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  is  hereby  requested  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  for  the 
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passage  of  a  Law  to  alter  the  map  of  the  city  so  as  to  con¬ 
form  thereto. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  7  Committee  on 
JOHN  W.  LAMB,  \  Lands  <$r  Places. 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 

SAMUEL  PURDY, 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  18,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  4,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  9,  1836. 


-  Com.  on  Streets. 


DOCUMENT  M@.  126- 


BO  ABB  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  on 
the  Resolution  to  open  Manhattan-square  was  read, 
adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assist¬ 
ants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Resolution  in  the  words  following,  “  Re¬ 
solved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places 
Report  on  the  expediency  of  taking  Manhattan-square, 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT: 

That  Manhattan-square  was  laid  down  on  the  map  of  the 
city  by  the  Commissioners,  appointed  under  the  Act  of  April, 
1807,  and  is  bounded  northerly  by  81st  street,  southerly  by 
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77th  street,  eastwardly  by  the  8th,  and  westwardly  by  the 
9th  Avenue,  and  forms  a  space  containing  15  acres. 

The  Committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the 
Board  any  arguments  in  favor  of  setting  apart,  or  laying  out 
Public  Squares  or  places,  their  existence  is  so  generally  ad¬ 
mitted  as  eminently  conducive  to  the  continuance  and  pre¬ 
servation  of  general  health,  and  it  has  so  much  become  the 
settled  policy  of  the  Common  Council  to  adopt  them  in  all 
proper  situations,  that  the  only  points  which  require  discus¬ 
sion  in  the  applications  to  lay  out  public  places,  are  in  refer 
ence  to  their  proper  location  and  size,  with  the  beneficial 
purposes  intended. 

The  location  of  this  ground  being  removed  some  con¬ 
siderable  distance  from  any  proposed  square,  presents  itself 
as  peculiarly  fitted  for  such  a  purpose. 

It  is  further  to  be  remarked,  that  in  taking  this  land  for  the 
purposes  above  mentioned,  no  charge  will  be  incurred  by 
the  city,  the  whole  cost  will  be  assessed  on  the  surrounding 
property.  Having  made  personal  examination  of  this  sub¬ 
ject,  the  Committtee  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  measure 
proposed,  and  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  plot  of  ground  laid  down  on  the  map 
of  the  city  as  Manhattan-square,  and  which  is  bounded  on 
the  North  by  81st  street,  on  the  South  by  77th  street,  on  the 
West  by  the  9th  avenue,  and  on  the  East  by  the  8th  avenue 
be  opened  according  to  law,  and  the  counsel  of  the  Board  is 
hereby  directed  to  take  the  necessary  legal  measures  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect. 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

JOHN  W.  LAMB,  (  Committee  on 

SILAS  M.  S  TIL  WELL,  \  Lands  Places. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1836. 

Adopted  by  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


. 


BOCUMENT  NO*  127, 


BOAMI)  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  petition  of  J.  G. 
Pearson  and  Anson  Blake,  to  widen  a  portion  of  Wall 
street ,  was  read,  adopted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
Report,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men,  on  the  petition  of  Anson  Blake  and  J.  G.  Pearson,  to 
widen  Wall-street  from  Exchange  Place,  to  the  property  of 
the  American  Insurance  Company. 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT, 

By  an  examination  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
also  of  the  accompanying  map,  showing  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  resolved  to  widen  Wall-street,  as  passed  by  the 
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Common  Council  on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1835,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  if  the  present  application  be  granted  the  line  of 
Wall-street  would  be  left  broken  and  uneven. 

The  resolution  to  widen  Wall-street  which  was  passed  at 
the  time  above  stated,  (and  under  which  Commissioners  are 
now  proceeding)  proposes  to  widen  Wall-street  to  a  line 
drawn  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lot  occupied  by  the 
American  Insurance  Company  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
Wall  and  Pearl  street,  while  the  petition  at  present  under 
consideration  proposes  to  widen  Wall-street  3  feet,  from  Ex¬ 
change  Place  to  the  westerly  side  of  the  lot  occupied  by  the 
American  Insurance  Company,  and  as  the  line  adopted,  and 
the  line  proposed  do  not  at  any  point  meet,  your  Committee 
would  respectfully  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

That  Wall-street  be  widened  in  conformity  with,  and  in 
continuation  of  the  line  proposed  in  the  petition  of  Anson 
Blake  and  J.  G.  Pearson,  from  the  easterly  side  of  Exchange 
Place  to  a  point  where  said  line  will  intersect  the  line  adopt¬ 
ed  for  the  widening  of  Wall-street,  on  the  16th  of  June,  1835, 
such  point  of  intersection  being  at  the  northeasterly  corner 
of  the  lot  owned  by  G.  C.  Yerplanck  :  thereby  rendering  the 
line  of  Wall-street  uniform  instead  of  irregular,  as  would 
have  been  the  case  had  the  line  proposed  by  Anson  Blake 
and  J.  G.  Pearson  been  adopted,  all  of  which  is  more  fully 
shown  on  the  annexed  map. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  offered,  Resolved, 
That  the  Resolution  to  widen  Wall-street  from  Exchange 
Place  to  the  property  of  the  American  Insurance  Company, 
as  passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

Resolved ,  That  Wall-street  be  widened  on  the  southerly 
side  thereof,  from  Exchange  Place  to  the  northeasterly  cor- 
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ner  of  the  lot  owned  by  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  and  which  is 
delineated  by  a  red  line  drawn  on  the  accompanying  map. 
FRANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  >  Street  Committee. 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  ) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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BOCUMENT  MO.  128, 


MIAID  OF  ALDERMEJY, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  proposition  for  re¬ 
grading  Chapel-street ,  which  was  read,  adopted,  and 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  con¬ 
currence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accom¬ 
panying  papers  in  relation  to  changing  the  graduation  of 
Chapel-street,  which,  consist  of— First,  a  resolution  offered  by 
the  Alderman  of  the  5tli  Ward,  on  the  18th  of  January  last ; 
directing  an  inquiry  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
filling  up  and  new  grading  the  said  street.  Secondly,  of  the 
remonstrances  of  various  owners  of  property  on  the  said 
street,  against  any  change  in  the  present  surface  thereof. 
And  thirdly,  of  the  petitions  of  a  large  number  of  persons, 
proprietors  of  lots  fronting  on  the  said  Chapel-street,  and  al¬ 
so  the  intersecting  streets,  which  will  be  affected  by  the 
change  of  Chapel-street,  and  very  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
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proposed  alteration.  All  which  papers  the  Committee  have 
very  fully  examined,  and  on  which  they — 

BEG  LEAYE  TO  REPORT, 

That  they  have  by  public  advertisement,  called  upon  all 
parties  concerned  to  appear  and  make  such  statements,  in 
relation  to  their  various  views,  touching  this  subject,  as  they 
should  deem  fit,  so  that  the  Committee  might  become  posses¬ 
sed  of  all  the  lights  necessary  to  make  up  a  fair,  unbiassed 
and  impartial  judgment  in  relation  thereto.  The  meetings 
of  the  Committee  have  been  very  fully  attended  ;  and  at 
which  meetings  the  plans  and  profiles  which  have  been 
prepared  to  shew  the  amount  and  bearing  of  the  contempla¬ 
ted  alterations,  not  only  in  Chapel-street,  but  also  in  all  the 
intersecting  streets  which  would  be  affected  thereby,  have 
been  exhibited,  and  their  effects  explained  to  all  parties  con¬ 
cerned.  It  is  here  proper  for  the  Committee  to  state,  that  the 
alterations  intended  commence  on  Chapel-street  at  Reade- 
street,  on  its  present  surface,  and  run  on  such  line  of  eleva¬ 
tion  as  will  produce  a  rising  of  three  feet  at  the  intersection 
of  Chapel  and  Thomas  streets,  (which  is  the  greatest  quan¬ 
tity  of  filling  required,)  and  proceed  thence  onward  to  Canal 
street,  at  its  present  surface,  shewing  various  degrees  of  ele¬ 
vation  at  all  the  crossing  streets  between  Thomas  and  Canal 
streets,  none,  however,  exceeding  the  three  feet  before  men¬ 
tioned  ;  the  plans  also  propose  various  amounts  of  altera¬ 
tions  of  surface  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  intersecting 
streets,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  first  floors  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  buildings  will  be  affected  thereby,  all  which  are  very 
clearly  delineated  on  the  profiles  herewith  presented,  being 
the  same  plans  laid  before  all  the  parties  concerned,  for  their 
examination. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  remark  that  in  the  investiga¬ 
tions  made  by  them,  in  respect  of  this  subject,  (which  cer¬ 
tainly  is  momentous,  both  on  account  of  the  cost  which  will 


667 


[Doc.  No.  128. 

be  involved  in  its  consummation,  and  the  influence  which  it 
is  believed  would  be  exercised  on  the  value  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  property  thereby,)  they  have  endeavored,  sincerely,  to 
arrive  at  such  results  as  in  their  judgment  would  most  pro¬ 
mote  the  public  interest,  and  produce  the  most  lasting  ad¬ 
vantage  to  that  section  of  the  city. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  for  a  great  many  years  past, 
the  property  in  the  neighborhood,  and  especially  that  part 
fronting  on  Chapel-street,  has  been  in  a  very  low  and  depres¬ 
sed  situation,  owing  both  to  its  contracted  space  and  sunken 
filthy  condition,  but  mom  especially  to  the  latter  cause,  and 
that  while  the  price  of  ground  in  other  parts  of  the  city  has 
doubled,  trebled  or  even  quadrupled,  in  value,  this  land  has 
not  at  all  advanced  in  price,  owing  to  the  causes  before  men¬ 
tioned. 

Hence  arose  the  proceedings  for  widening  the  street,  which 
have  been  completed  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  proper  judicial  authorities,  the  benign  effects 
of  which  are  just  beginning  to  develope  themselves  in  the 
already  enhanced  value  of  the  land,  the  recent  sales  of  which, 
even  now,  in  the  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
widening  was  confirmed,  shew  an  advance  of  more  than 
one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  previously  estimated  value : 
thus  very  fully  exhibiting  the  comprehensive  and  enlighten¬ 
ed  views  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  most  active  in  for¬ 
warding  and  carrying  into  effect  the  above  mentioned  mea¬ 
sures. 

But  although  the  result,  so  far,  is  exceedingly  gratifying, 
still  the  Committee  are  compelled  to  state  that,  in  their  judg¬ 
ment,  the  greatest  good  of  which  the  measure  is  susceptible, 
will  not  be  realized  unless  the  elevation  of  the  surface  of  the 
street,  in  addition  to  the  widening,  (and  according  to  the 
plan  herewith  submitted,)  be  carried  into  effect.  If  this  be 
done,  then  the  buildings  on  the  whole  line  of  the  street  will 
be  enabled  to  have  dry  and  commodious  basements  and  cel- 
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lars,  which,  in  its  present  state  of  low  surface,  is  not  and 
cannot  be  the  case.  It  should  be  remembered  the  street  has 
mow  become  ninety  feet  in  width,  and  is  among  the  most  spa¬ 
cious  and  extended  of  any  in  our  city,  capable,  with  proper 
and  judicious  management,  of  being  rendered  of  the  first 
class,  as  it  regards  convenience,  pleasantness  and  value  ;  but 
if  a  mistaken  and  narrow  policy  shall  unfortunately  prevail 
on  this  question,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  the  pleasing  antici¬ 
pations  which  have  been  entertained,  and  are  even  now  be¬ 
ginning  to  shew  themselves,  may  be  arrested,  and  in  a  great 
measure  fail. 

The  examinations  made  by  the  Committee  have  very  fully 
confirmed  them  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  highly  expedient, 
nay  indispensably  necessary  to  a  proper  regard  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  that  section  of  the  city,  that  the  proposed  alterations 
by  raising  the  surface,  should  take  place  ;  and  they  are  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  belief  from  the  fact  that  although  in 
the  commencement  of  this  discussion  a  great  number  of  the 
property  owners  on  the  street  were  opposed  to  it,  still,  as  the 
examinations  proceeded  and  the  plans  became  understood, 
they  have,  in  numerous  instances,  become  satisfied  of  its 
propriety,  and  have  declared  themselves  in  its  favor ;  and  the 
Committee  have  little  doubt  or  hesitation  in  expressing  their 
belief  that  when  it  shall  be  completed,  all  or  almost  all  of 
those  who  now  oppose  it,  will  rejoice  that  their  opposition 
was  not  successful,  when  they  see  the  benefits  which  must 
flow  from  it,  in  full  and  successful  operation. 

There  is,  however,  another  branch  of  this  subject  which 
the  Committee  deem  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  lay  before 
the  Board,  which  relates  to  the  public  sewer  now  in  Chapel- 
street,  and  is  extended  from  Thomas-street  to  Canal-street. 
This  sewer  was  built  many  years  since,  at  a  time  when  the 
principles  of  their  construction  and  mode  of  action  were  not 
as  fully  known  or  understood  as  they  at  present  are.  It  is 
consequently  much  too  small  in  size  for  the  free  delivery  of 
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tile  water  which  it  necessarily  has  to  receive ;  and  also,  is  of 
such  form  as  to  retard,  instead  of  facilitating  passage  through 
it,  in  addition  to  which,  having  been  constructed  on  the 
then  newly  filled  up  ground,  and  on  a  very  infirm  bottom,  it: 
has  sunk  unequally  at  intervals,  and  to  such  a  degree  as  t# 
become  liable  to  continual  choking  up,  in  which  state  it  has 
repeatedly  been,  on  various  occasions,  for  several  years  past, 
to  the  very  great  and  serious  inconvenience  of  the  adjacent 
residents  and  property  owners.  The  Committee  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  Board  the  expediency  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  (when  great  and  permanent  improvements  are  about 
to  be  made,)  of  the  present  sewer  being  taken  up  and  re-con¬ 
structed,  of  a  proper  size  and  form,  and  in  a  manner  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  importance  of  the  interests  concerned ;  and- 
although  this  branch  ot  the  subject  was  not  specially  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  still  they  believe  the  present  to  be  the  proper 
time  of  attention  to  the  matter,  both  as  it  regards  utility  and 
economy,  and  therefore  bring  it  now  to  the  attention  of  the 
Board. 

With  the  views  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  Committee 
report  that  in  their  judgment  it  is  highly  expedient  and  pro¬ 
per  to  alter  the  present  grade  of  Chapel-street,  and  portions 
of  the  intersecting  streets,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution 
offered  in  this  Board  by  the  Alderman  of  the  5th  Ward,  on 
the  18th  of  January  last,  and  the  subsequent  petitions,  pre¬ 
sented  by  various  landholders  in  favor  thereof,  and  now  pre¬ 
sent  lor  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

1st.  Resolved ,  That,  the  graduation  of  Chapel-street  be 
changed,  by  filling  up  and  elevating  the  surface  thereof  from 
Reade-street  to  Leonard-street,  according  to  the  blue  lines 
drawn  on  the  accompanying  profile  marked  No.  1,  and  from 
Leonard-street  to  Canal-street,  by  filling  up  and  elevating 
the  surface  thereof  according  to  the  red  line  drawn  on  the 
same,  profile. 
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2d.  Resolved ,  That  the  graduations  of  all  such  portions 
of  the  intersecting  streets,  from  Duane-street  to  York-street, 
both  inclusive,  be  changed,  in  conformity  with  the  proposed 
change  of  Chapel-street,  by  filling  up  and  elevating  the  sur¬ 
faces  thereof,  according  to  the  lines  drawn  on  the  accompa¬ 
nying  profile  marked  No.  2,  that  is  to  say,  according  to  the 
blue  lines  drawn  for  Duane,  Thomas  and  Anthony  streets, 
and  according  to  the  red  lines  drawn  for  Leonard  street,  and 
the  other  intersecting  streets,  up  to  York-street. 

3d.  Resolved ,  That  the  present  sewer  in  Chapel- street  be 

taken  up,  and  that  a  new  sewer,  of  proper  size  and  form, 
according  to  the  recent  improvements,  be  constructed  in 
Chapel-street,  from  Duane-street  to  Canal-street,  with  lateral 
culverts,  at  such  of  the  cross  streets  as  may  be  required, 
and  with  proper  receiving  basins  at  all  the  corners,  the  ex¬ 
pense  to  be  incurred  by  the  beforementioned  alterations  of 
graduation  and  constructing  the  sewers,  culverts  and  basins 
to  be  assessed  in  the  usual  manner,  on  the  property  benefit- 
ted,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  the  State,  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

4th,  Resolved ,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  prepare  and 
present  for  passage,  the  Ordinances  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  preceding  resolutions. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT,  )  ~ 

SAMUEL  PURDY,  [  Committee  on 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  )  Streets. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


BBOTS1HMT  W©.  129- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  petition  to  straighten 
the  northerly  line  of  Pearl-street ,  which  was  read , 
adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assist¬ 
ants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annexed  petition  of  Joseph  Kernochan, 
Henry  Parish  and  others,  praying  that  the  northerly  line  of 
Pearl-street  be  straightened  by  cutting  off  the  projection  of 
ground  on  the  westerly  side  of  Wall-street,  so  as  to  make  it 
conform  to  the  line  of  Pearl-street,  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Wall-street,  as  shown  on  the  map  herewith  presented. 

BEG  LEAVE  TO  REPORT, 

That  in  conformity  with  the  established  custom,  notice  of 
such  petition  being  before  your  Committee  was  given  in  the 
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daily  papers,  and  all  persons  opposed  to  such  improvement 
were  desired  to  present  their  objections,  that  the  term  for  such 
objections  to  be  given  in  has  expired,  and  that  only  one  re¬ 
monstrance  against  such  improvement  has  been  presented* 
that  your  Committee  have  given  the  subject  considerable  at¬ 
tention,  and  after  having  weighed  all  the  objections  presented 
in  the  remonstrance,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  absent  owners 
the  Graham  family  (which  objections  are,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  the  said  lot  was  subjected  to  three  different 
actions  of  the  Common  Council  of  our  city,  first,  in  the 
widening  of  Wall-street  on  the  southwest  side,  secondly,  by 
widening  Pearl-street  5  feet,  and  thirdly,  by  the  extension  of 
Beaver-street,  which  last  improvement  leaves  the  lot  with  a 
front  in  a  triangular  shape,  and  that  it  has  been  already 
assessed  heavily  for  such  improvements,)  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  front  of  one 
lot  which  is  thus  peculiarly  situated,  your  Committee  after 
having  observed  all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  such  im¬ 
provement,  and  it  must  be  manifest  to  the  observation  of  the 
most  sceptical  that  the  straightening  of  the  line  of  Pearl- 
street,  as  designated  on  the  accompanying  map,  by  the  red 
line  which  was  the  line  proposed  in  the  prayer  of  your  pe¬ 
titioners  would  injure  the  lot  in  question  to  an  unwarrantable 
extent,  such  line  receding  from  the  line  of  Pearl-street  east 
of  Wall-street,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  im¬ 
provement  to  the  extent  proposed  in  the  petition  is  unneces¬ 
sary,  your  Committee  would  therefore  propose  that  Pearl- 
street  be  widened  on  the  westerly  side,  between  Wall-street 
and  the  proposed  extension  of  Beaver-street,  in  conformity 
with  the  blue  line  drawn  on  the  accompanying  map,  which 
blue  line  will  in  every  respect  answer  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  and  afford  an  easy  entrance  to  Beaver-street  from 
Wall-street,  Coffee  House  Slip  and  Pearl-street,  and  would 
not  injure  the  lot  to  so  great  an  extent  as  that  proposed  by 
them,  for  your  Committee  cannot  with  propriety  overlook 
so  favorable  an  opportunity  for  effecting  so  desirable  an  im- 
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provement,  as  the  lot  and  building  in  question  must  be  alter¬ 
ed  to  conform  with  the  extension  of  Beaver-street,  and  the 
same  opportunity  may  be  embraced  to  make  the  line  of 
Pearl-street  uniform  and  regular. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  offer  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  Pearl-street  be  widened  on  the  westerly 
side  between  Wall-street  and  the  proposed  line  of  Beaver- 
street,  so  as  to  conform  with  the  westerly  line  of  Pearl-street 
east  of  Wall-street  as  shown  by  the  blue  line  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  map. 

FBANCIS  FICKETT,  ) 

EDWARD  TAYLOR,  >  Street  Committee > 
SAMUEL  PURDY,  ) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  4, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 
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BOABB  OF  ALBUMEN, 


APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Street  Committee  on  the  petition  to  alter  the 
graduation  of  the  late  Hanover  and  other  streets ,  which 
was  read ,  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Assistants  for  concurrence. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Street  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annexed 
petition  of  Thomas  E.  Davis,  J.  Green  Pearson,  P.  Scher- 
merhorn,  Anson  Blake,  Corlies,  Haydock  &  Co.  and  A. 
Wilmerding,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  regulate  the 
streets  leading  from  Wall  street  to  Hanover  square,  and  also 
to  lower  the  grade  of  Wall  street  at  William  street, 
RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

They  have  attended  to  this  duty  committed  to  them, 
and  have  examined  the  present  profiles  of  the  streets  com¬ 
prised  within  the  limits  of  the  above  petition. 

The  Committee  beleive  any  attempt  to  alter  or  change  the 
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present  elevation  of  the  surface  of  Wall  street,  at  or  near 
William  street  would  be  attended  with  very  serious  loss  and 
inconvenience  to  the  owners  of  buildings  now  standing  on 
Wall  street,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  entertained.  But 
they  are  at  the  same  time  convinced  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  make  some  change  of  the  present  grade,  of  parts  of  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Exchange  streets,  as  these  proposed  alterations 
are  delineated  on  the  accompanying  lines  of  the  profiles 
herewith  submitted. 

The  alteration  proposed  is  by  drawing  a  straight  line  or 
plane  of  descent,  beginning  at  Wall  street,  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Exchange  street,  late  Hanover  street,  and  descend¬ 
ing  with  uniform  slope  to  Pearl  street,  along  Exchange 
street ;  this  line  will  raise  the  present  curb  stone  at  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  Merchants  and  Exchange  street  about  1  foot 
and  10  inches,  and  will  also  induce  some  minor  changes 
along  Merchants  street  and  the  other  branch  of  Exchange 
street,  all  which  are  exhibited  on  the  accompanying  profiles 

The  effect  of  these  alterations  will  be  to  afford  a  more  free 
and  uniform  discharge  for  the  surface  waters,  and  thus  ren¬ 
der  the  streets  drier  and  more  convenient  for  use  and  pas¬ 
sage.  They  have  been  laid  before  the  owners  of  the  property 
concerned,  and  are  approved  without  a  single  objection. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  their  adoption  to 
the  board,  and  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  graduations  of  the  late  Hano¬ 
ver  street  from  Wall  street  to  Pearl  street,  and  such  portions 
of  the  intersecting  surfaces  of  Exchange  street  and  Mer¬ 
chants  street  as  are  requisite  to  be  changed,  in  conformity 
with  the  blue  lines  drawn  on  the  accompanying  profiles. 

FRANCIS  FICKETT;  )  „ 
SAMUEL  PURDY  (  Committee 
EDWARD  TAYLOR,  J  on  Streets. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1836. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2, 1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  4, 1836. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  131, 


BOMB  OF  ALDERMEN, 

MAY  9,  1836. 


The  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report ,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Bage  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  others ,  consumers  of  Gas  for  relief  which  was 
read ,  adopted ,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants  for  concurrence. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  upon  Lamps  and  Gas  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  of  the  several  consumers  of  Gas, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT: 

That  the  charges  set  forth  against  the  New- York  Gas 
Company  consist  in  substance  of  the  following, 

1st.  That  the  Gas  supplied  to  the  public  has  been  of  in¬ 
ferior  quality. 
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2d.  That  the  quantity  furnished  during  the  past  autumn 
and  winter  has  been  deficient. 

3d.  That  the  mode  of  measuring  the  Gas  has  been  un¬ 
certain  and  incorrect. 

4th.  That  the  conduct  of  the  Company  generally  has 
been  arbitrary  and  oppressive,  claiming  powers  that  do,  not 
belong  to  them. 

The  petitioners  ask  the  interference  of  the  Corporation  in 
an  application  to  the  Legislature  to  alter  or  modify  the 
charter  of  the  Company. 

Your  Committee  have  with  patience  and  care  examined 
under  oath,  a  number  of  witnesses  acquainted  with  the 
quality,  manufacturing  and  furnishing  of  Gas,  as  well  here 
as  elsewhere. 

It  appears  from  the  proof  that  Gas  made  from  oil  possessed 
the  greatest  illuminating  power,  that  the  Company  could 
not  afford  to  furnish  Oil  Gas  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  the 
hundred  cubic  feet.  That  the  companies  supplying  Gas 
manufactured  from  oil,  had  failed.  That  the  New-York 
Gas  Company  made  their  gas  entirely  from  rosin,  which 
was  nearly  equal  to  oil  differing  about  fifteen  per  cent. 
That  gas  made  from  rosin,  and  sold  at  seventy  cents  per 
hundred  cubic  feet,  was  cheaper  than  that  from  oil  at  one 
hundred  cents,  and  not  dearer  than  gas  made  from  coal  at 
thirty-three  cents  per  hundred  feet.  That  the  Manhattan 
Gas  Company  prepares  their  gas  principally  from  coal,  with 
a  small  proportion  of  rosin,  and  charge  sixty  cents  per  hun¬ 
dred  feet. 

It  appears  that  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  evening,  during  the  last  autumn  and  winter  the 
lights  were  deficient ;  it  also  appeared,  such  deficiency  was 
in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  causes  beyond  the  im¬ 
mediate  control  or  connection  of  the  Company.  That  the 
Resolution  of  the  Corporation  to  widen  and  extend  Centre- 
street,  requiring  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Company’s 
present  establishment,  rendered  it  inexpedient  for  them  to 


682 


Doc.  No>  131.] 

erect  additional  works  upon  their  own  grounds,  and  the 
placing  of  two  to  three  hundred  additional  lamps  during  the 
last  year,  and  the  increase  of  private  lighting  causes  the 
supply  to  be  deficient. 

It  appeared  that  the**  Company  exerted  itself  to  remedy 
the  defect — have  in  progress  such  additional  Reservoirs, 
Apparatus  and  Mains,  as  will  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com¬ 
mittee  meet  any  accidental  contingency  that  may  hereafter 
occur.  That  the  Company  possesses  ample  means  of  fur¬ 
nishing  an  abundant  supply  of  gas  to  every  applicant — 
one  half  of  their  capital  only  having  been  employed. 

That  the  machine  used  by  the  Company  called  the  Meter, 
is  the  only  known  means  to  ascertain  correctly  the  quantity 
of  gas  used  by  consumers.  That  it  is  not  affected  by  the 
quality  of  the  gas,  and  can  only  vary  by  the  evaporation  of 
the  water  in  its  interior,  and  in  such  cases  the  error  is  al¬ 
ways  in  favor  of  the  consumer. 

That  the  Company  had,  in  one  case,  stopped  the  supply  of 
gas  to  a  consumer ;  it  appeared  that  due  notice  had  been 
served  upon  him  that  such  would  be  the  case,  unless  he  paid 
the  amount  of  the  bill  due  ;  it  also  appeared,  that  that  cus¬ 
tomer  had  for  years  past,  claimed  deduction,  and  the  Com¬ 
pany  rather  than  to  litigate,  had  made  deduction  from  his 
bills,  but  upon  this  occasion  they  chose  to  dissolve  the 
connection  by  ceasing  to  furnish  him  with  gas.  Your 
Committee  cannot  say  they  overreached  their  chartered 
powers  in  so  doing.  But  at  the  same  time  are  of  opinion 
they  used  a  summary  mode  of  dissolving  their  connection 
with  said  consumer,  that  your  Committee  cannot  altogether 
approve  of.  It  was  stated  by  one  witness,  that  the  Company 
charged  to  consumers  exorbitant  profits  upon  furniture  made 
by  the  witness.  But,  Mr.  Dewey,  a  former  manager  of  the 
Company,  and  a  witness  produced  by  the  complainants, 
stated  that  he  had  fixed  the  rate  of  charges,  and  for  the  space 
of  five  years,  the  profits  and  rents  of  the  furniture  only  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  Company  6  3-4  per  cent  per  annum. 
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It  also  appeared,  in  proof  that  the  furniture  and  Meters  in 
use  belonging  to  the  Company  amounted  to  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  annual  in¬ 
come  from  that  source  was  about  eight  per  cent  per  annum, 
out  of  which  was  to  be  paid  losses  by  fire  and  keeping  the 
whole  in  order. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  state,  that  although  the 
present  complaint  has  little  if  any  connection  with  the  con¬ 
tract  between  the  Company  and  the  Corporation,  and  the 
redress  of  the  alledged  complaints  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Common  Council,  yet  the  Company  by  their  officers 
readily  submitted  to  a  full  and  fair  hearing  on  the  subject, 
were  willing  that  your  Committee  should  examine  all  their 
books,  and  gave  all  and  every  explanation  required.  Your 
Committee  have  upon  due  consideration  come  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion,  that  an  application  to  the  Legislature  to  interfere  with 
the  charter  of  the  Company  ought  not  to  be  made  by  the 
Common  Council,  all  of  which  is  submitted  by 

JAMES  FERRIS,  Chairman. 
EGBERT  BENSON, 

FRANCIS  FICKETT. 


B0OTMEMT  NO.  132- 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  18,  1836. 


Aldermen  Benson  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Doc. 
No.  99. — On  the  re-organization  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  was  read,  and  on  the  question  being  taken 
thereon  was  rejected. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


A  LAW 


To  amend  the  Law  entitled  a  Law  for  the  preventing  and 
extinguishing  fires. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows : 

1.  That  two  persons  shall  be  appointed  to  each  Fire 
Engine  and  Hose  Company,  and  two  persons  to  each  Hook 
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and  Ladder  Company,  within  the  Lamp  and  Watch  District 
of  this  city ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  clean  and  keep  all  the 
apparatus  of  said  Companies  in  complete  order  and  ready 
for  use. 

2.  Such  persons  shall  at  the  alarm  of  fire,  repair  forthwith 
to  the  house  of  the  Engine,  Hose,  or  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  to  which  they  may  be  attached,  and  assist  in  con¬ 
veying  the  Engine  Carriage,  or  Truck,  to  and  from  such 
fire,  and  when  at  such  fire  assist  the  firemen  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duties,  and  obey  such  orders  and  directions  as 
they  may  receive  from  the  foreman  or  other  officers  of  the 
Company  to  which  they  may  be  attached. 

3.  That  when  the  said  Engine,  or  Hose  Carriage,  Hooks 
and  Ladders  and  other  apparatus,  shall  be  returned  to  the 
house  appropriated  for  it,  the  said  persons  so  attached  shall 
wash  and  dry  the  hose,  and  put  it,  the  Hooks  and  Ladders 
and  all  other  apparatus  in  complete  order  and  ready  for  im¬ 
mediate  use,  taking  care  however,  in  no  case  to  do  any  thing- 
with  the  works  of  an  Engine. 

4.  That  each  of  the  persons  so  to  be  appointed  shall  not 
be  considered  as  firemen,  but  shall  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  said  services,  receive  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  $150 
per  annum. 

5.  That  a  person  shall  be  appointed  to  be  called  “  Super- 
intendant  of  Engines  ”  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  the 
Engines,  Hose  Carriages  and  Hose,  Hooks  and  Ladders, 
Trucks,  and  all  other  implements  and  apparatus  belonging 
to  the  Fire  Department,  are  all  in  perfect  order  and  ready 
for  use. 

6.  That  whenever  any  of  the  said  Fire  Engines  and 
other  fire  apparatus,  or  the  houses  for  the  same  shall  require 
to  be  repaired,  the  superintendant  under  the  direction  of  the 
joint  committee  on  fire  and  water,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
well  and  sufficiently  done  ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  Superintendant  to  report  quarterly  to  wit,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  in  each 
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and  every  year  to  the  Common  Council,  the  condition  and 
number  of  the  Fire  Engines,  Fire  Buckets,  Feet  of  Hose, 
Hose  Carriages,  Hooks  and  Ladders,  Trucks,  and  other  fire 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  Corporation. 

7.  That  the  said  Superintendant  shall  receive  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  dollars 

per  annum. 

8.  That  such  foreman  of  a  Fire  Engine,  Hose  or  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  shall  recommend  to  the  Superintendant  of 
Engines  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed  as  above  mentioned, 
to  be  attached  to  the  Company  to  which  such  foreman  may 
belong,  which  persons  must  have  served  as  firemen  at  least 
five  years,  and  such  foremen  shall  recommend  exempt  fire¬ 
men  in  preference  to  all  others,  and  the  Superintendant  shall 
report  the  names  of  such  persons  so  recommended  to  the 
Mayor,  who  shall  appoint  them  if  he  approve,  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  aforesaid.  And  in  case  of  any  neglect  of,  or  inability 
to  the  performance  of  their  several  duties  hereby  imposed, 
the  said  Superintendant  shall  forthwith  remove  them,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Mayor,  who  shall  in  the  report  of  the 
Superintendant  in  the  manner  above  mentioned  appoint 
others. 

9.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the  Fire 
Department,- as  well  as  those  who  are  authorised  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  this  ordinance,  to  prevent  all  persons  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  department,  and  especially  boys  or  minors  from 
entering  any  house  or  handling  any  apparatus  belonging  to 
the  department. 

10.  Such  parts  of  the  Law  hereby  amended  as  imposes 
on  the  Chief  Engineer,  duties  which  are  hereby  imposed  in 
the  Superintendant  of  Engines  are  hereby  repealed. 
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DOCUMENT  NO>  133< 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

APRIL  25,  1836. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessments  against  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  the  East  River  Fire  Insurance  Company ,  to 
have  their  tax  remitted. 

J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Assessments  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  East  River  Fire  Insurance  Company,  praying 
for  a  remission  of  their  tax, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORT : 

That  this  application  is  presented  on  the  following 
grounds,  viz:  That  the  capital  of  the  Company  together 
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with  its  surplus  profits  is  invested  in  bonds  and  mortgages 
on  real  estate  in  this  city.  That  no  dividends  have  ever 
been  declared,  and  that  by  the  great  fire  in  December  last, 
the  Company  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  its  capital  and  surplus 
profits. 

It  is  urged  that  the  tax  should  be  remitted  because  the 
real  estate  upon  which  such  bonds  and  mortgages  were 
given,  has  been  taxed.  If  this  reason  were  a  good  one,  no 
tax  could  be  assessed  upon  the  capital  of  any  Insurance 
Company  in  the  city. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Company 
are  individually  assessed  upon  their  respective  amounts 
of  stocks.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  stockholders, 
as  the  law  points  out  the  mode  of  obtaining  exemption  from 
such  taxation. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  tax  cannot  in  the  present  case 
be  justly  required  inasmuch  as  the  entire  capital  has  been 
consumed,  and  no  profits  have  accrued  to  the  stockholders. 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  tax  was  assessed  upon 
the  Company  and  because  an  actual  debt  due  by  them  in 
October  last,  some  time  before  their  loss  was  occasioned  by 
the  fire.  The  admitted  fact  that  there  was  a  surplus  profit 
amounting  to  $13,000,  does  away  the  objection  that  the  stock¬ 
holders  had  received  none.  They  had  a  right  to  make 
dividends  or  not  as  they  might  think  fit. 

There  are  other  considerations  stated  in  the  petition  which 
your  Committee  have  also  considered,  but  they  do  not  deem 
them  of  any  validity  as  grounds  for  granting  the  application. 

On  the  whole  the  Committee  view  this  case  in  the  same 
light  with  many  others  caused  by  the  recent  calamitous  fire. 
It  is  perhaps  a  hardship  to  pay  a  tax  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  but  there  is  no  legal  ground  for  avoiding  such  pay¬ 
ment,  and  the  very  circumstances  which  make  this  burden 
more  heavily  felt  by  this  and  other  companies,  have  rendered 
it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Common  Council  to  abstain 
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from  remitting1  such  taxes  as  are  legally  due  and  can  be  col¬ 
lected. 

The  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution. 
Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
said  petitioner. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  131. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  25,  1836. 


Repott  of  the  Counsel  on  the  application  of  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Jones ,  claiming  the  right  of  Wharf  age,  in  consequence 
of  the  filing  up  of  Old  Slip. 


J.  MORTON,  Clerk. 


In  obedience  to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  and  adopted  by  that 
Board,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
facts  on  which  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Jones  is  founded, 
and  my  opinion  of  the  Law  applicable  to  the  case. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1773,  the  Corporation  of  this 
city,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold  to  Henry  Cruger,  his 
heirs,  and  assigns  forever,  a  certain  Water  lot  in  the  East 
River,  and  a  right  of  Wharfage,  which  is  described  in  the 
grant  in  the  following  words.  “  Also  the  free  use,  privilege 
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and  benefit  of  the  wharfage  or  dockage  of  one  vessel  forever 
at  the  extreme  end  of  the  east  side  of  a  certain  pier  or 
wharf  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  made  of  the  breadth  of 
the  present  pier,  by  the  said  Henry  Cruger  or  his  assigns ; 
and  to  front  to  a  certain  public  slip  called  the  Old  Slip,  or 
the  slip  at  Burger’s  path,  in  consideration  of  his  surrender¬ 
ing  and  yielding  up  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New-York,  the  like  privilege  hereto¬ 
fore  granted  him  at  the  present  pier  there.”  The  counter¬ 
part  of  this  grant  will  be  found  in  Lib.  D.  of  grants,  page 
417,  in  the  Comptroller’s  Office.  * 

On  the  1st  and  2d  of  January,  1781,  the  above  water 
grant  and  privilege  of  Wharfage  were  sold  and  conveyed  in 
fee,  by  lease  and  re-lease,  in  consideration  of  £1,900  of  the 
then  currency,  to  John  Jones  by  the  executors  of  Henry 
Crugers  Will,  who  had  power  to  sell  and  convey  his  real 
estate.  The  property  has  remained  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Jones  ever  since,  and  that  portion  of  it  consisting  of  the 
right  of  wharfage  in  question,  became  vested  solely  in  the 
late  Isaac  C.  Jones,  of  whom  Mrs.  Rebecca  Jones  the  peti¬ 
tioner,  is  the  widow  and  administratrix. 

All  the  documentary  evidence  of  his  title  to  this  property, 
has  been  exhibited  to  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  validity. 
As  I  do  not  understand,  however,  that  any  question  has  been 
made  on  this  point,  I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to 
encumber  this  statement  with  the  details  of  his  title. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1833,  the  project  of  filling  up 
Old  Slip,  was  brought  before  the  Common  Council,  by  a 
resolution  to  that  effect  offered  by  the  then  Alderman  of  the 
First  Ward,  which  was  followed  by  petitions  from  upwards 
of  two  hundred  owners  of  property  and  inhabitants  in  favor 
of  the  proposition.  After  a  full  investigation  by  the  joint 
Committee  on  Markets  and  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and 
Places,  they  made  a  report  strongly  recommending  the 
measure,  and  that  a  new  market  and  engine  house  should 
be  erected  on  the  ground  to  be  acquired  by  thus  filling  up 
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the  slip.  The  resolutions  offered  with  the  said  report,  were 
finally  passed  on  the  3d  of  December,  1833,  and  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1834,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Common 
Council,  to  build  a  bulkhead  along  the  exterior  line  of  South 
street  across  Old  .Slip,  and  to  fill  in  and  regulate  up  to  such 
bulkhead  •  and  three  assessors  were  appointed  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  conforming  to  such  ordinance 
and  a  just  and  equitable  assessment  thereof  among  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  the  houses  and  lots  intended  to  be 
benefitted  thereby,  in  proportion  as  nearly  as  might  be  to 
the  advantage  which  each  should  be  deemed  to  acquire. 

This  assessment  having  been  made,  was  duly  ratified  by 
the  Common  Council,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1834.  The 
ordinance  for  filling  up  the  slip  was  passed  in  pursuance  of 
power  given  to  the  Common  Council  by  the  267th  section 
of  the  “  act  to  reduce  several  laws  relating  particularly  to 
the  city  of  New-York  into  one  act,”  passed  April  9th,  1813, 
and  the  estimate  and  assessment  of  the  expense  thereof  was 
made  under  the  269th  section  of  the  same  law.  This  law 
declares  that  one  third  of1  the  said  expense  shall  be  borne  by 
the  Corporation,  and  the  residue  by  the  persons  in  the 
vicinity  who  may  be  benefitted  thereby ;  but  it  makes  no 
provision  in  respect  to  damages  or  compensation  for  property 
injured  or  taken  away. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  the  slip 
was  filled  in,  and  subsequently  the  new  Franklin  Market 
and  an  Engine  house  were  erected,  and  now  stand  upon  the 
ground  so  acquired. 

The  Common  Council  had  full  notice  of  the  rights  claimed 
by  Mrs.  Jones  as  the  administratrix  of  her  husband’s  estate, 
her  memorial  (which  Sets,  forth  those  rights  and  is  in  fact  a 
remonstrance  against  the  proposed  filling  up  of  Old  Slip,) 
having  been  presented  on  the  11th  of  November,  1833 ;  and 
a  resolution  was  appended  to  the  report  of  the  joint  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  evening  of  ifs'adoption,  directing  that  it  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  counsel  to  ascertain  and  report  in  what  manner  the 
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right  of  wharfage  of  Mrs.  Jones,  or  of  any  other  persons 
within  Old  Slip  could  be  extinguished. 

On  the  foregoing  facts  I  might  briefly  say,  that  the  law 
applicable  to  the  case  is  to  be  found  in  the  constitutional 
maxim,  that  “private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation  :”  But  inasmuch  as  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants,  have  stated 
in  their  report  that  upon  examination  of  the  facts  involved 
in  this  case,  they  found  that  the  right  claimed  for  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Jones  of  receiving  compensation  for  the  filling  up  of 
the  berth  was  not  established,  and  that  on  the  contrary  they 
entertained  serious  doubts  in  regard  to  the  justice  and  equity 
of  the  claim,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  ascertain  if  possible  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Committee  arrived  at  those  con¬ 
clusions  and  to  express  my  opinion  thereon  fully. 

I  know  of  no  facts  which  in  my  judgment  could  cast  a 
doubt  upon  the  legal  right  claimed  for  Mr.  Jones’  estate  in 
this  case,  much  less  upon  the  justice  and  equity  of  the 
claim,  and  I  should  be  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  view  of 
the  case  could  have  given  to  the  Committee  any  impression 
adverse  to  the  principle  of  making  compensation  to  some 
extent,  had  I  not  been  referred  by  a  note  endorsed  on  their 
report  to  the  case  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  against  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York,  in  5th  Cowan’s  Re¬ 
ports,  page  538. 

The  facts  of  that  case  were  as  follows  : 

The  Corporation  of  this  city  had  granted  a  piece  of  land 
to  the  church  for  the  purpose  of  interment,  and  had  covenant¬ 
ed  that  it  should  be  quietly  enjoyed  for  that  purpose.  Long 
subsequently  to  the  grant,  it  was  deemed  that  the  practice 
of  burying  the  dead  in  the  thickly  inhabited  parts  of  the 
city  was  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  was  passed  authorising  the  Corporation  to  make 
by-laws  regulating,  or  if  necessary,  preventing  the  interment 
of  the  dead  within  the  limits  of  the  city — under  this  author¬ 
ity  the  Common  Council  passed  an  ordinance  prohibiting 
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such  interments  within  certain  limits,  embracing  the  land 
which  had  been  granted  to  the  church,  and  imposing  a 
penalty  for  so  doing.  The  action  was  brought  on  the 
ground  that  such  prohibition  was  a  breach  of  the  covenant 
for  quiet  enjoyment ;  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  power  of  the  Corporation  over  the  subject  of  interment 
was  delegated  to  it  for  the  general  good  of  the  city,  and  that 
the  ordinance  was  to  be  regarded  as  if  passed  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature  :  that  no  citizen  was  entitled  to  use  his  property  so  as 
to  injure  another,  and  that  no  covenant  could  give  him 
power  so  to  do,  even  though  made  with  the  Corporation ; 
and  that  if  the  covenant  came  in  competition  with  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  powers  of  the  Corporation  as  a  Municipal  Legis¬ 
lature,  it  was  thereby  repealed. 

The  general  principle  decided  by  that  case  may  be  thus 
briefly  stated,  “An  Ordinance  of  the  Corporation  which 
renders  the  performance  of  a  covenant  previously  entered 
into  by  them  unlawful ,  repeals  the  covenant.”  The  sup¬ 
posed  analogy  between  the  above  case  and  that  now  under 
consideration,  or  rather  the  applicability  of  the  principle  laid 
down-in  the  former  to  the  latter,  must  have  been  founded  in 
this  view  of  the  subject,  viz  :  The  Corporation  in  their 
private  capacity  gave  to  Mr.  Cruger,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  franchise  of  wharfage 
which  they  granted  to  them.  Subsequently  they  do  an  act 
in  their  legislative  character  by  which  the  observance  of 
;such  covenant  on  their  part  is  rendered  impossible ;  and  the 
covenant  must  therefore  be  presumed  to  be  rescinded. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  point  out  the  striking  difference 
between  the  circumstances  and  character  of  the  above  re¬ 
ported  case  and  the  present  one,  farther  than  to  observe,  that 
the  one  turned  on  a  mere  sanitory  regulation,  to  prevent  a 
public  nuisance,  by  which  the  public  neither  took  from 
others  nor  gained  for  themselves  any  property,  while  the 
other  was  a  local  public  improvement,  by  which  the  public 
did  both.  I  would  also  remark  that  in  the  former  case,  no 


696 


■  Doc.  No.  134.] 

actual  trespass  was  committed,  and  the  church  had  no 
other  remedy  or  mode  of  trying  the  question  than  by  an 
action  on  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  but  that  it  is 
otherwise  in  the  present  case ;  and  even  if  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  Mr.  Jones’  estate  should  be  driven  to  such  action  of 
covenant,  the  same  grounds  of  defence  could  not  in  my 
opinion  be  taken  as  were  successfully  urged  against  the 
claim  of  the  brick  church  for  damages. 

Assuming  the  title  of  Mr.  Jones’  representatives  to  this 
property  to  have  been  sufficient,  and  that  the  Corporation 
without  their  leave,  (and  in  fact  against  their  remonstrance) 
destroyed  it  by  filling  up  the  slip,  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that 
an  action  could  be  maintained  for  the  injury  thus  sustained. 
The  right  to  wharfage  being  an  incorporeal  hereditament, 
the  action  would  be  trespass  on  the  case  and  the  measure  of 
damages  would  be  the  gross  value  of  the  property  destroyed- 
It  would  be  of  no  avail  to  say  that  this  property  had  been 
originally  granted  by  the  Corporation  with  a  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment,  and  that  whoever  claimed  it  under  the  said 
grant  should  resort  to  such  covenant.  The  answer  would 
be,  “  It  is  immaterial  from  what  source  the  title  originally 
came.  It  was  our  property — you  have  deprived  us  of  it, 
and  we  are  entitled  to  treat  you  as  we  would  any  other 
party  who  should  do  us  a  similar  injury. 

To  test  not  only  the  question  of  remedy,  but  the  efficacy 
of  the  rule  of  law  laid  down  in  the  case  of  the  brick  church, 
to  protect  the  Corporation  against  their  own  covenantsj 
when  such  covenants  may  happen  to  conflict  with  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  municipal  authority ;  let  us  suppose  that  they 
had  sold  and  conveyed  a  lot  of  ground  to  an  individual  by 
deed  with  a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment— subsequently,  the 
same  lot  of  ground  is  deemed  the  most  eligible  site  for  a 
watchhouse,  engine  house,  or  any  other  public  purpose . 
an  ordinance  is  passed  to  erect  such  a  building  there,  and 
they  re-take  possession  of  the  ground — would  the  right¬ 
ful  owner,  in  such  a  case,  be  driven  to  his  action  on  the 
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covenant  ?  and  if  he  should  elect  such  a  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  would  the  incompatibility  of  such  covenant  with  the 
free  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Corporation  to  establish 
such  a  public  building  where  they  might  consider  it  best  for 
the  interest  of  the  public,  be  held  to  render  the  covenant 
itself  void  ?  I  certainly  think  not ;  and  if  so,  it  must  be 
evident  that  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  case  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  should  be  allowed  the  most  limited  applica¬ 
tion.  If  it  is  to  cover  all  cases  which  might  appear  to  come 
within  its  letter,  it  must  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  compensation  must  be  made  for  private  property, 
when  taken  for  a  public  purpose.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  this  rule  is  confined  to  property  of  a  corporeal  nature. 
A  street  cannot  be  closed  in  front  of  a  man’s  land  without 
compensating  him  for  the  injury  in  value  which  his  property 
thereby  sustains,  although  no  particle  of  it  is  taken  away. 

If  it  should  be  urged  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  that 
the  act  which  destroyed  the  property  was  a  necessary  public 
improvement  and  that  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  power 
given  by  a  law  of  the  state  for  that  purpose,  and  that  such 
law  made  and  no  provision  by  assessment  or  otherwise  for 
compensating  parties  for  a  damage  of  this  nature ;  the 
answer  would  be,  that  the  same  law  which  conferred  such 
power  should  have  provided  for  the  consequences  of  its  ex¬ 
ercise  ;  that  the  law  in  question  was  passed  at  the  suggestion 
and  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation,  and  that  they  should 
have  taken  care  that  it  was  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  cases  which  might  come  within  its  operation ;  and 
that  if  they  inflicted  an  injury  on  private  right  or  property 
under  saction  of  a  law  which  was  deficient  in  those  respects, 
the  consequences  must  light  upon  themselves. 

It  is  true  that  the  Corporation  have  not  taken  this  right 
of  wharfage  to  themselves,  nor  are  they  the  gainers  of  that 
which  Mr.  Jones’  estate  has  lost,  because  it  has  been  abso¬ 
lutely  destroyed ;  but  if  there  were  any  force  in  such  an 
argument  (which  I  cannot  perceive,)  the  assumption  that 
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the  Corporation  have  not  been  the  gainers  by  this  injury 
Mr.  Jones’  estate  is  not  true  in  iact.  The  Corporation,  it 
will  be  conceded,  represent  the  public  in  this  matter,  and  if 
there  be  any  gain  or  loss,  benefit  or  damage  resulting  to 
them  from  it,  it  is  the  public  who  enjoy  or  suffer  it.  The 
public  then,  through  their  agents,  willed  that  the  space  for¬ 
merly  called  Old  Slip,  should  no  longer  be  covered  or  filled 
with  water,  but  that  it  should  be  converted  into  a  firm  street 
for  their  greater  convenience,  or  as  a  site  for  a  market  house- 
They  have  had  their  wish,  and  therein  consists  their  acqui¬ 
sition.  Such  acquisition  may  have  brought  no  money  into 
the  public  treasury  out  of  which  compensation  could  be 
made  to  the  estate  ot  Mr.  Jones,  and  in  that  respect  it  may 
be  a  bad  bargain  for  the  public,  but  it  is  one  which  they  have 
forced  upon  the  estate  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  therefore  they  have 
no  right  to  complain.  If  Mr.  Jones  had  not  been  able  to 
leave  his  wife  and  children  any  other  property  than  the 
revenue  derived  from  this  right  of  wharfage,  they  might 
have  been  deprived  of  their  only  support,  and  utterly  ruined 
by  this  public  improvement,  and  surely  the  inquiry  in  such 
a  case  ought  not  to  be  whether  the  public  had  received  an 
equivalent.  But  in  truth,  the  consideration  of  the  original 
grant  was  the  only  legal  equivalent  which  the  public  could 
have  any  right  to  look  for,  and  that  they  received. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  the  right  of  wharfage  in  question, 
appears  to  have  had  its  origin  in  circumstances  very  similar 
to  those  of  the  present  case.  The  original  grant  to  Mr. 
Cruger  declares  that  this  wharfage  was  given  to  him  in  con¬ 
sideration  or  as  an  indemnity  for.  his  relinquishing  to  the 
Corporation  his  right  to  property  of  a  similar  nature  at 
another  pier ;  and  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that  such  relin¬ 
quishment  was  required  for  a  public  improvement  which 
was  then  deemed  necessary. 

The  justice  of  affording  indemnity  for  losses  of  this 
nature  has  been  frequently  acknowledged  by  the  Common 
Council  by  the  deductions  which  they  have  made  from  the 


699 


(Doc.  No.  134. 

rent  due  by  the  annual  lessees  of  the  public  docks  and  slips, 
when  those  lessees  have  been  prevented  from  collecting 
wharfage,  by  any  alteration  or  improvement  of  this  nature, 
and  I  can  perceive  no  difference  in  principle  between  such 
cases  and  the  present  one. 

I  conclude  therefore  by  stating,  that  upon  legal  as  well 
as  equitable  grounds,  the  estate  of  Mr.  Jones  is  in  my 
opinion  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  right  of  wharfage 
destroyed  by  the  filling  up  of  Old  Slip,  and  that  I  consider 
the  mode  of  settling  the  amount  of  such  compensation  re¬ 
commended  by  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  viz,  by  appraisers,  to  be  free  from  ob¬ 
jection. 


Nov.  30th,  1S35. 


R.  EMMET. 


